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misfiileB A Bosse of police who were standing; by took tho situation in hand but 
the strikers turned against the police themselves, causing injury to a sergeant 
and two sub-inspectors. Finding that tho situation was getting worse the police 
fired ten rounds as a result of which one striker was injured and admitted into 
hospital. The crowd gradually melted away though stray assaults continued for 

Bometime. 

SIB Leaque's Reply to Hindu Mahasahha Tho reply Bont by tho League of 
iNatioDB to the Hindu Mahasabha regarding the latter’s reprcscnta^tion in confor- 
mity with the reBolutioDs passed at the Ajmero BCBflion of tho Mahasabha cl armed 
the League’s legal commitments in the matter of protection to tho MmoritioB. 
The reply was accompanied by certain documents and pamphlets concerning 
the protection of linguistic, racial and religious minorities by tho X^enguo and also 
provisions contained in the various International instruments at present in force. 
The reply ran thus:— “The League’s responsibility in connection with tho pro- 
tection of the Minorities is based either on special treaties concluded between 
certain governments and dealing in each caso with tho Y)rotcction of minority 
in a specified state or on declaration made by certain CJovernments,— 
members of the League— by which they have nocordod to tho League’s 
Council certain reBponsibilities in connection with the protection of 
Minorities in their countries. There is no provision in tho League’s Oovenant 
which would admit the extension of rights and responsibilities of tho Council 
in connection with the protection of minorities in any country not covered by 
such treaties or declarations, except as the result of oOicial governmenial initiative 
and the consent of the government concerned, Tho resolution adopted at the 
third assembly of the League could not confer any powers on tho Council. 
Article 11 of the Covenant applied only to cases of war or threat of war and 
circumstances affecting the international peace and it could only bo invoked by 
the Governments concerned.” 


15th. Disastrous Earthquake in Bihar A disastrous earthquake occurred in North 
India to-day and the shock was felt in tho whole area from Assam to Cawn- 
pore. Bihar was the province most affected. The earthciuako caused wide-spread 
loss of life and damage to buildings, tho full extent of which could not be 
ascertained owing to interruption oi telegraphic and railway communication. 
In Patna division, a Government communique said, over 5CX) lives wore lost and 
several hundreds of persons injured and over 4,000 houses in tho town wore 
either damaged or destroyed. In Bhagalpur division, there was not much 
loss of life but buildings were extensively damaged. Munghyr town suffered 
very severely and loss of life estimated at several thousands occurred in tho 
bazar which was a heap of ruins. At Jamalpur great damage was done, while 
about 20 died. Tirhut division suffered most, with railways and roads unpass- 
able. Many lives were lost in Muzaffarpur town and buildings damaged, Dhar- 
bhanga was equally affected. Both the palaces of tho Maharaja of J)arbhanga 
were damaged. In Muzaffarpur and Barbhanga almost every European factory 
was damaged. A report from the United Provinces to the Government of India sta- 
ted that the earthquake was most severe in tho eastern portion of tho provinco. 
Another earthquake shock was reported to have been felt at Muzaffarpur on 20th 
January. Some slight shocks were noticed at the same time in Oawnporo, 
Mogalsarai and Allahabad. 


^ Earthquake iJe^'e/i—His Excellency tho Viceroy issued an appeal for relief 
in connection with the earthquake.. He set up a fund and started the fund with 

Majesty the King-Emperor gave a hundred pounds 
donated fifty pounds. A provincial relief fund was opened by 
Government. The Mayor of Calcutta started a relief fundf and tho 

money and workers to tho devastated area. A 

Paria^midp? tt of the earthquake was oponed in 

for the^fflf^Aid ^rS^p XJnion Internationale Secours. They sent £l,0QO 
commfttS Rft]endra Prasad formed a relief 

aUoMn^^n India for help. Pandit Jawaharlal 

to tl4 aS ® Muzaffarpur on 22nd January. In responao 

to the Viceroy’s :^d!’ o* Bombay contributed a thousand rupees 
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16th. ^ Gandhiji^s Tour in the South Mahatma Gandhi and party left Calicut for 
Trichar where they arrived to-day. Gandhiji stayed at the Ramakrishna Gurukul 
Mandir. He addressed a public meeting and left for Ernakulam. Gandhiji 
stayed at the premises of the Tata Mills, He left Tatapuram for Tripunithura an 
afterwards returned to Ernakulam. He was presented with a civic address, 
Gandhiji and party left Ernakulam for Alleppey en route to Quilon where he 
arrived on 20th January. A purse was presented by the public of Quilon after 
which he left for Trivandrum. Mahatmaji addressed a large public meeting in 
the Municipal Maidan when addresses and purses were presented to him, 

17th. Protest against alleged excesses during troop marches : — A public meeting 
of the citizens of Calcutta; at the Albert Hall, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul-Huq presiding, 
protested against “the alleged excesses reported to have been committed in con- 
nection with the route marches of troops in the district of Midnapore.” The 
meeting also adopted a resolution protesting against the alleged enforced salu- 
ting of the Union Jack, flogging of villagers and destruction of their property, 

18th. Pt. Jaioaharlal comdemns Terrorism : — Addressing a meeting of students in 
Calcutta, Pandit Jawaharlal said that the action of a few terrorists in Bengal had 

f iven the Government an excuse to crush every single activity in the province. 

le emphasised that the method of terrorism was completely futile, ineffective 
and harmful, and to his mind the only method was mass action which must be 
peaceful. He concluded by saying that behind all these problem were economic 
causes, and the solution of the economic problem would solve the other problems. 

24th. Mr, Rafb Ahmed Kidwai sentenced ; — Mr. Rafi Ahmad Kidwai was sentenced 
by the Additional District Magistrate of Allahabad to nine months^ rigorous 
imprisonment under the Criminal Law Amendment Act and to six months' 
rigorous imprisonment under the Press Act in connection with unauthorised 
lei^ats bearing his name as Provincial Congress Secretary, discovered during a 
raid, the sentences to run concurrently. Four Congressmen were sentenced to 
six months each in the same connection. 

Order on Chittagong Youths The District Magistrate, Chittagong, served a 
notice on about one hundred Hindu Bhadralog youths ordering them to remain 
within their houses for one month. The notice read : — “Whereas I consider the 
restriction of your movement necessary with a view to stopping the movement 
of absconders and terrorists, you are hereby ordered, under the Government 
notification of 2nd December 1932, under the Suppression of Terrorist Outrages 
Act, to remain indoors for one month, where you ordinarily reside.” 

26th. Seth Punamchand sentenced : — Seth Punamchand Ranka was sentenced at 
Nagpur under section 7 (1) (B) Criminal Law Amendment Act and Section 143, I. 
P. C. to five and six months’ rigorous imprisonment respectively, the sentences to 
run consecutively. He was also fined Rs,500 in default to a month’s imprisonment. 
It might be recalled that Seth Punamchand Ranka was arrested with ten others 
on 30th December last, while preaching boycott of British goods. 

28th. ^ The Toll of the Earthquake :—Monghyr and Muzaffarpur were the towns 
which suffered much in the recent earthquake. In Muzaffarpur only three 
houses defied the earthquake, while in Monghyr not even one was left standing. 
The debris took a long time to be cleared. It was estimated that the num- 
ber of deaths of human beings would exceed twelve thousand. The towns were 
stinking on account of the dead bodies under the debris, which were not extri- 
cated. The cattle in Monghyr mostly perished and the loss at a modest estimate 
might come up to a lakh. Relief camps were working in both the towns. Be- 
sides the official camps which were working under the guidance of the District 
Magistrate, the Central Relief Camp of Babu Rajendra Prasad’s Committee was 
also working. St. John’s Ambulance Association opened a branch. A number of 
doctors, both Ayurvedic and Allopathic, opened free medical relief centres. The 
Vivekananda Mission, the Sri Ramakrishna Mission, the Marwari Relief Society 
of Calcutta, the Hindu Mahasabha and twenty other bodies also opened relief 
camps. H. E. the Viceroy’s Earthquake Relief Fund exceeded five lakhs of rupees 
by this time. 
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3l8l. New Anti-Terrorist Bill for Bengal With Jho object of dealing more 
effectively with terrorism a bill inown as Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Bill 
1934 was introduced at the current session of Bengal Council by the Homo Member 
(Mr. R N. Reid), providing death penalty for poHsesHion and manufacture of 
arms and explosives if the offenders intend to use them for the commission of 
murder or abetment. The Bill also made provision for the extreme penalty 
for sale of firearms with the intent to murder or abetment of iho offence. 
According to the statement of objects and reasons the neccHsity for this provision 
had arisen from the fact that several cases of use of country-made arras have 
recently come to the notice o| the GovernmoftL 


FEBRUARY 1934 


Ist. Muslims and Galeutta Municipal Services : — The |(Icmand of nineteen Mos- 
lem Councillors for the allotment to Muslims of one- third of the appointments 
in the Municipal services was rejected by the Calcutta Corporation. The 
House instead, accepted an amendment reaffirming the policy of the late Mr. 
0. R. Das and Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta and Mr. Bubash Chandra Bobo of aHBociat- 
qualified Moslems in a fair measure in the ServiccH, without impairing 
efficiency. 

Decline in the numhsr of C. Z). Prisoners z^Tlio gradual decline in the number 
of persons undergoing imprisonment in connection with the Civil DiHobcdienco 
movement is maintained. At the end of January last li)90 perHouH were under- 
going imprisonment as against 2,778 at the end of December. 10:53. Bombay 
regiB^red a decrease of 113, Madras 54, Bihar and Orissa 300, Bimgal, 80, and 
Provinces 124. The number of prisonerH at tho end of January 
CO * Madras 106, Bombay 877, Bengal 285, United ProviueeH 223, Punjab 

Bihar and Orissa 182, Central Provinces 51, Assam 28, North-West Frontier 
Province 153, Delhi 7, Cooig 5, and Ajmere-Merwara 11, 


2n^ Riots in Kashmir A Rashmir Government communique flak! ; Reports from 
^inagar and mofussil states that a largo gathering collected at Kankar Mohana 
Mosque, where Mr, Ghulam Mahomed delivered a speech. A big proccHsion 

was then taken out from Kankar in defiance of tho District MagiHtrute’H orders. 
Attempts to stop it were made by the Police near Fatteh Kadal, but tho mob 
overpowered the officers and the Police under showers of stones and Knngrios, 
® a pxocesBion later changed its programme and returned to 

Kankar. Smaller processions of women and children were uIbo taken out earlier 

adults accompanying them became very violent and pelted the 

l^he Police received injuries and a few constablofl 
The Police tried to disperse a mob near Avanti pur but wore 
K-i The Government Tchsil building was then 

attempts were made to break into the Treasury. Tho 
military were forced to open fire, resulting in some casualties. 

Appeal to Foreign Counirios 

the eatthauakp^RtTT^tS^^ foreign countries on behalf of 

‘7"“^ heartily endorse Babu Rajondra 

livine in diferent narL countries, in the hope that Indians 

livioe irf EnHand in Africa. Merchants and others 

send^beral contributions America are also requested to 

Ern^s cllamhv^^^ JS,- V^^thm has surpassed 

W been ^anneal . ^^^l^^tant though 1 always 

out of delicate ^onsideration^^r'^IdYsi^®^ pecuniary help not from any prudery but 
and invite the numerous ^non Tnd? ^ accept Babu Rajendra Prasad’s suggestion 

01 tfe ™,id Vsz* •«<1 othS p.«. 
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5th. Death of Mr A Rangaswami lyenger — Mr A Rangaswami Iyengar, Editor, of 
the ‘"Hindu”, Madras died at 1-45 AM. to-day He vpas 57 years old. Mr Iyengar 
joined the “Hindu” as Assistant Editor in 1906 and left ib m 1915 to take editor- 
ship of “Swadeshmitram” the leading Tamil daily He was appointed Editor of 
the “Hindu” in 1928 Mr Iyengar was a prominent Congressman and in 1919 
he went to England to give evidence in connection with the Montford Reforms 
scheme on behalf of the Congress He was General Secretary of the Congress 
from 1924 to 1927 He was elected to the Legislative Assembly in 1921. being 
appointed Secretary of the Swaraj Party the same year He was a delegate to 
the Round Table Conference of 1931 and 1933 and was called into consultation 
with the Joint Parliamentary Committee on the White Paper His death was 
deeply mourned as a great loss to Indian journalism and politics 

6th, Bihar^s Distress Acharya Eay\ Appeal —“North Bihar is literally a whole 
mass of ruin. Lakhs have lost their dwelling houses and are now exposed to 
weather and wind Wells have either gone dry or have been chocked with sand 
thrown up from fissures made in the surface of the earth. Thousands of acres 
of what were most fertile land before the ‘quake^ are sandy deserts to-day. The 
present is a complete picture of utter desolation and indescribable misery and 
want, and the future is blank without even that promise of hope that sustains 
We, with all the imagination, can hardly make any idea of the misery, from this 
distance Lacs have come where crores are needed. Remember we are on our 
trial If we really mean to save these children, sisters and brothers of ours, wo 
shall have to leave on one meal and part with the other for their sake I pres- 
singly urge my brothers and sisters to realise this and contribute to the best of 
their capacity”, 

10th Burge Murder Case Judgment —The Special Tribunal, consisting of Mr. 
H G, Waight { president ), Mr T, N Bose and Rai S P. Ghosh Bahadur 
( Commissioners ) pronounced judgment in the Burge murder conspiracy case, 
sentencing Nirmaljiban Ghose, Brajakishore Chakravarti and Eamknshna Ray 
to death , Kamakshya Ghosh, ISandadulal Singh, Sanatau Rai and Sukumar 
Sen to transportation for life Manindra Chowdhury, Purnananda Sanyal, 
Bejoy Krishna Ghosh and Sarojedas Kanungo were acquitted 

12th. Pandit Jatvaharlal Nehru arrested in the evening at Allahabad, He returned 
from Bihar yesterday after ten days’ tour and was busy writing a report for 
the Central and Allahabad Committees This made the Pandit’s seventh arrest 
He had already spent about five years and a half m jail. He was brought down 
to Calcutta and was sentenced by the Chief Presidency Magistrate to two years’ 
S I. on a charge of sedition and was put in ‘‘A” Division 

14ih Qandhijis Tour .—After his tour m the Coimbatore district, Gandhiji visited 
Combai and Thavaram m Madura district where addresses and purses woto 
presented From Thevaran the party motored to Them railway station en route 
for Sholavandan. Gandhiji was accorded rousing receptions on the way. 
At Sholavandan a crowded meeting was held and addresses and purse were 
presented. He left the same day for Trichinopoly. At Srirangam an address 
was presented on behalf of the public of Bnrangam, The Trichinopoly Taluk 
presented an address and purse. He addressed a mammoth gathering m the 
Puthur maidan where he received a number of addresses and purses. After 
visiting suburbs of Trichinopoly, Gandhiji visited Kulitalai, Karur and Trichen- 
godu, and proceeded to Salem On the way Gaudhiji was presented with 
addresses and purses at Namakkal, Benda mangalam and Rasipur From Salem, 
the party entrained for Tanjore where they arrived on 16th February. After 
his tour m the Tanjore District, Gandhiji left for Chidambaram Next, the 
party visited Cuddaloro and Pondicherry and then motored to Tiruvannamah, 
Vellore was next visited by Gandhiji. 

17th. The Railway Budaet —The Indiau Railway Budget was introduced m the 
Legislative Assembly by the Railway Member and m the Council of State by 
the Chief Commissioner for Railways. It showed that while last year the deficit 
was 10 one fourth crores as against the anticipated figure of 9 throe fourth crores, 
m the current year the revised estimates suggested a deficit of 7 three fourth crores 
and m the budget estimates for 1934-35 the deficit anticipated was 5 three fourth 



22 THE ANNUAL REGISTER [ 19 fbebdary- 

crores. Sir Joseph Bhore, m his speech mtroduoin^ the budget in iho ABBombly 
saw a revival of trade by the movemont of traffic and opmed that intrm- 

BioalJy the fiaancial position of the Indian railways was Btronp;* 

19th Statistics of Crime m Bengal Accordin(»; to a statement by iho Homo 
Member) laid on the table of tho Benp;al Couriei), 2,241 daeoitiea were committed 
m Bengal m 1931, l,8d5 in 1932 and l,0l2 m 1023 Of thi^no tho nnmbct of 
cases m which firearms were used was 130, 154 and lOl in rcHpcctivo years and 
the number of caaca m which ‘^Bhadralog’^ elasHCS participated in these years 
were 65, 60 and 45 respectively. 

20ih Mr, Jmnah^s criticism of the White Paper —That the All- India Federation 
visualised in the White Paper scheme was not a real and genuine fedoiation, 
that this scheme was rotrograde, that it would create an ononnouB amount of 
lil-feeliDg and xll-will between the Indian btatcH and Butish India and that it 
would prove a failure, were some of tho obseivatunm made by Mr Mahomed AU 
Jinnah at a public meeting held at Blavatsky Lodge, Bombay 

Armed Q-ang ivith Bo7nb$ and Sirords — Information was ri'ccivod in Calcutta 
of the arrest by police of two membora of an armed gang in tho night while 
preparing to commit a dacoity in village Birkasimniigar within tho juusdiction of 
of Kuliarchar Police station in tho district of Myrncnsingh, It was reported that 
shots were exchanged on both sides resulting in one daeoit being Bcriously 
injured. The police, it was also reported, flciJ^cd a miu/lo loader with ammunition, 
bombs, swords and chisels. 


22nd Military Marches m Midnapore ayitl Contai The micHtion of military mar- 
ches in Coutai and Tamluk Sub-i)iviBioua in Midnaporo ilistnct was again laiscd 
on the fioor of the Bengal Council during (juoBtion hour when, replying to Mr 
R Maiti, Hou’blc R. N Roid assorted that tho principal object of Ihewo marches 
was to enable the people of the villages in tho interior nuut tho tioopH and 
to appreciate their high standard of aiBciplino, efficMnu^y and nobility and to 
show that the Government have at their disposal ample rcHonrccH for tho pro- 
tection of all loyal and law-abiding citizens ” To lutther (lueHtions, the Homo 
Member admitted that house Bearohes were made by the police during those 
operations, but denied that the searches were ever made by troops, lie was cm- 
pnatic that no avoidable damage had been caused. 


23rd, Bunger^striJcein Ahpore Jail .—Answering a short noiico (uioBtiou m tho 
rsengai Uouncil Sir 0. 0 Ghoso said a large uumboc of polilical prisoners 
in the Alipore Central Jail stopped work on 15th lAhruary, and irnmcdiatidy 
went on hunger-strike At present them wore cighloen Division JII and one 
prisoners on hunger-strike, Xheir condition was satmfaotory. The 
^ non-supply of writing material, newspapers and magazines as 

tn diet and clothing privileges which are inadmissiblo owing 

to their being Bivisiou III prisoners. 


Bengal . - A press note on tlio work done by Iho 
® Government of Bengal m 19:i3-lW was issued 
4 U Bsugal The most noticeable features of tho work of this 
A,Ttn bringing into operation of tho State 

tmn in *o?oguration 01 a scheme of economic rcconstrac- 

ment Thn nL class nncraploy- 

bonafide local Purchase Rules give the artieloa produced m Bengal by 

SnraaTinS ® •“ tlia Btorcs purchase programme cl the 

looment of kh« orn.fnna Baying that these rules help In tho industrial devo- 

Jopment of the province without any addititional expenditure from public funds. 

«''y opposition tho Bengal 
mending to the Oovarnmii^^'Sn®^ Bahadur Keshab Chanclra Banotji reoom- 
Majesty^s GovernmeS m Pn.yfLa oi India and to llis 

Bhmild^be taken for OTvin?''mfi?+^ *“ opinion of this Oouneil early stops 
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27 th. Indian Budget : Sir George Schuster preseDting his budget for 1934-35 in the 
AsBembly expects to close the current year, after providing 3 crores for Debt 
Redemption, with a surplus of 129 lakhs which is proposed to be transferred to 
a special fund for earth- quake relief. A deficit of 153 lakhs is anticipated and 
deficit is sought to be made up by imposition of new duties. It is 
proposed to impose an excise duty on sugar of Re. 1-5-0 per cwt, reduction of 
silver duty by 2 and half as. per oz. which, by increasing imports, is expected 
to increase revenue by 4 lakhs ; raising duty on raw tobacco from Rs. 2 to Rs. 
2-6 per lb. and on cigarettes by levying Rs. 5-15 per thousand plus 25 per cent 
ad valorem. It is proposed to abolish the export duty on hides. Revision of 
postal rates is provided. It is proposed to lower the initial weight of inland 
letters by half a tola coupled with' a reduction of the charge from 1 and one 
fourth anna to 1 anna. A remission of the extra pie per five pice embosed envelope 
increasing the charge on inland book packets from 6 pies to 9 pies, and provi- 
sion for a 9 anna telegram of 8 words are also proposed. 

Bill Raid Case Judgment ; — Judgment in the Hili Station raid case was de- 
livered by the Special Tribunal. Accused Prankrishna Chakrabarty, Satyabrata 
Chakrabarty, Saroj Kumar Basu and Hrishikesh Bhattacharyya were sentenced to 
death. Abdul Kader, Prafulla Sanyal and Kiran De were sentenced to transportation 
for life. Kalipada Sarkar, Ramkrishna Mandal and Haripada Basu were awarded 
lO years’ rigorous imprisonment each. The accused received the sentence calmly. 
Only seven days were allowed to file appeal. It may be remembered that 
on the early morning of October 28 last when three mail peons were receiving 
mail bags at the Hili Railway Station from the Up Darjeeling mail, about a 
dozen persons, mostly young men, armed with guns, revolvers and other deadly 
weapons fell upon them and looted the mail bags after injuring them with revolver 
shots. The raiders were also reported to have taken awaj a part of the cash from 
the station iron-safe. It was further alleged that the miscreants attempted to cut 
off the telephone and telegraph lines but on the Station Master opening fire they 
bolted away. One of the mail peons named Kalicharan Mali who received seri- 
ous gun-shot injuries succumbed in the Campbell hospital, Calcutta, where ho 
was removed for treatment. Charge sheet was submitted against 15 persons, two 
still absconding. Of these thirteen actually put on trial three who pleaded guilty 
were sentenced to two to 5 years’ rigorous. imprisonment each and one to 7 years’ 
rigorous imprisonment. 

28 tb. C, D, Convictions : Persons still in Jail : — Total number of convicted persons 
undergoing imprisonment under ordinary law, (both central and provincial acts 
which replaced Ordinance X of 1932) in connection with the Civil Disobedience Move- 
ment at the end of February last was 1664 as against 1890 at the end of January, 
showing a decline of 326. Number of prisoners, province by province, was as 
follows :-“Bombay— 744, Bengal— 228, United Provinces— 228, Punjab— 48, Bihar 
and Orissa— 133, Central Provinces— 19, Assam— 22, North-West Frontior--147 
Delhi— 7, Coorg— 2, Ajraer-Merwara— 9. Total number of these prisoners at the 
end of February 1933 was 13671. 


MARCH 1934 

8th. Nazi Hero’s Fling at Mahatma Gandhi “I shall never allow before me 

Gandhi being celebrated as a hero of freedom ; I consider him an anti-British 
Bolshevik agent in India. A while back I refused to receive a colleague of his 
when someone at an accidental meeting wanted to present him to me.” This was 
how General Goering, who is one of fifitler’s henchmen, expressed the oft-reitera- 
ted Nazi antipathy to India in the course of a interview to a representa- 
tive of the London “Daily Mail.” Referring to England General Goering stated * 
Wc have no feelings against England. The English are near blood relations 
of Germans, a point to which we attach great attention.” And the fling at 
Mahatma Gandhi was made as if to prove this renewed brotherly love to their 
English cousins. 
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lOth. Anti-Terrorist measure for Assam An Assam GajiettQ Extraordinary pub- 
lished contained provisions of the Assam Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 1934, 
which was introduced in the course of this session . Tho objects and reasons 
of the Bill stated that the pressure on the revolutionaries in Bon^ral had driven a 
number of them into Assam. The Bill provided for the trial of terrorist offen- 
ders by special tribunals appointed by the local Government, tho Commissioners 
BO appointed beinpc empowered to dispense with tho attendance of any refractory 
accused and to hold the trial in his absence. Section (16) of tho Bill empowered 
the Government to put all manner of restrictions on the movement of political 
suspects as also their arrest or search with warrant. 

Anti-Terrorist Bill passed The Bengal Council passed tho Bimgal Criminal 
Law Amendment Bill by 61 to 16 votes. There were altogether 265 amendments 
and almost all amendments were moved. Before tho bill passed the third reading 
several non»offlcial members offered final opposition to tho pasago of the bill. 

12tb. Curfew order in Chittagong Tho District Magistrate, Chittagong, issued 
orders, under the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act, prohibiting 
Hindu and Bhadralok youths up to 25 years of villages within tho jurisdiction of 
Sitakhund, Miraarai and Hathazari police station from going out of their houses 
from sunset to sunrise. 


24th. Sikhs and the Communal Aivard “That tho Premier’s Communal Award 
was a gross injustice to tho Sikhs, and tho sooner (a campaign against its im- 
practicability was started the better would it be” was the keynote of the speech 
delivered by Sirdar Kharak Singh, President ?of tho Sikh National Conference, 
which met at Lahore. The President said that important concessions wore given 
to the Moslems in the Award, and the rights and Iprivilegos of the Sikhs were 
totally ignored. He appealed to those present to face tho dimcultics they might 
encounter in the attainment of Swaraj, 


25th. Sir Ashutosh Memorial Statue unveiled The statuo of tho lato Sir 
Ashutosh Mukherjee was unveiled to-day by the iron’blo Raja Sir 
Manmatha Nath Roy Chowdhury of Santosh at tho Ohowringhco corner of 
Chittaranjan Avenue, before a distinguished gathering of ladies and gentlemen. 
The statue was a beautiful full-size bronze one clothed in tho robes of Vice- 
Chancellor, commanding the magnificent personality that was Sir Ashutosh’a 
own. It was erected with funds obtained from two special International Football 
matches sponsored by the Raja of Santosh and played in 1924 and 1926 under 
the auspices of the b. A. and managed by a special represontativo committee 
formed under the aegis of the Eastern Bengal Club. The Calcutta Uriivcrflity 
also made a substantial contribution. In unveiling tho .statue Sir Manmatha 
Nath paid glowing tributes to the versatile genius of Sir Ashutosh, specially as 
a great educationist and high priest of nationalism. 


26th. Magistrate arid policeman killed in rioting ; — A serious rioting took place 
during the Mariamman ^stival at the Viraainganpatti village near Trivadi 

Tiivadi Sub-Magi 0 trate, Mr. Nolfiappa Mudaliar, 
tead constable Sab^mania _ Pillai, attached to tho Trivadi Police Station 

firevious years an order under Section 144 
Second OlasB Magistrate of Trivadi, prohibiting devotees 

of vehicles and hook-swinging, Tho trouble 

refnsed^o obeT P’lWio including the Kalyanapuram villagers 

L Obey the order. They persisted m hook-swinging, on tho ground of 

o^wed ® Peonle^'^'n insisted on tho or^or being 

disMis'e StonM hook-swinging were ordered to 

ordCTrf thfl nnUpp ^ ^*1® Magistrate who 

ferine but the nplti^D■ n^t A^£^ self-defence. Two persons wore killed by tho 

tTOk^rdiee in 'the® ‘*»e. Magistrate and tho policeraon 

xooK reiuge m tne temple. The mob rushed inside and the MacistratJi and 

teoLrabie .Sub-MapstratV died ®onX sS Sil a 

ueaa constable died at the hospital owing to the injuries roceivod. 

Assembly :-The Assemblv nnssed tho 

Sitarama^EiCnwSArt'lA^ debate on tho third roaming, Mr? 

S rama Ea]u- pleaded for the withdrawal of repressive measures and the crea- 
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tion of a peaceful atmosphere which was very essential for the working of the 
future constitution. He complained that Madras had been milked drv to teed 
Bengal and Bombay. He protested against subsidising provincial deficits fronr 
Central revenue. He suggested prohibition of foreign imports and removal of 
export duty and control of provincial distribution regarding Burma rice if necess- 
ary by quota. Raja Bahadur Kcishnamachati said that the Finance Member had 
not put forward any scheme for relieving rural indebtedness, for facilitating the 
marketing of agricultural products and checking rice imports. Mr. Mody d^w 
the attention of the Government to trade diversion from Bombay and asked what 
the Government of India was doing in the matter, Mr. 8. C. Mitra complained 
that troops marches in Bengal wore nothing short of terrorising the people into 
submission of all kinds, and said that it would quickly undermine India’s faith 
in British justice. Sir George Schuster replied to the points raised in the debate 
and the Bill was passed. 

28th. Hindu-Muslim Clash in Cannanore : — It was reported that a serious rioting 
occurred between Hindus and Moslems, in Camp Bazar, Cannanore, as a result of 
Moslems’ attempt to stop a procession of Hindus with music, going to Sri Sun- 
dareswarar Temple, where the annual festival was being held. Brickbats and soda 
bottles were feeely used, resulting in serious injuries to both Hindus and Moslems. 
A party of armed police headed by the Deputy Superintendent, immediately arrived 
on the scene and pacified the mob and led the procession to the temple. A few 
policemen were also reported to have been injured. A Christian named James Har- 
rison employed in the Commonwealth Trust died in the hospital. 

29tb. Loam to Indian States An issue of great constitutional importance was 
raised by Mr. 8. C. Mitra in the Assembly, when Sir George Schuster moved for 
a supplementary grant in respect of loans and advances to the Indian States 
and provinces. Mr. Mitra asked why the Government had not provided for those 
items in the budget itself aud questioned the Government’s policy of lending 
money first and coming tor sanction later. He wanted also full particulars 
of the loans, of the securities and the periods for which the loans 
were made. The President of the Assemly agreed with the importance 

of the issue raised by Mr. Mitra and said that the Government must 
be very careful in bringing out items under supplementary grants. He also 
suggested that the Standing Finance Committee must satisfy themselves that the 
placing of the supplementary grants was justified under the rules. Sir George 
Schuster said that this item was brought out under supplementary grants as it 
could not be foreseen at the time of drawing up the budget. Sir George assured 
the House that the Government of India were fully aware of their responsibility 
in the matter of granting loans to States and Provinces. Sir George then ex- 
plained at great length the details of the loans to the States, after which the 
demand was passed. 

3Ut. Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce Meeting : — An attack on the 
repressive methods adopted by the Government was made by Mr. Nalini Ranjau 
Sarkar in course of his presidential address at the Annual General meeting of 
the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce. “The Govern meat by their 
lack of vision and sympathy and the adoption of harsh and indefensiblo 
methods, may be adding fuel to the fire of national resentment, which might at 
any time blaze forth again into the terrible conflagration of revolution.” 
Reviewing the political situation, he observed that the civil disobedience 
movement had not succeeded in bringing about the hoped for results, and said 
it was impossible to define the attitude of the commercial community towards 
the coming reforms unless they knew its exact character. “I do not think” ho 
said, “that the time has yet arrived for the commercial community to make any 
immediate decision on the question of council-entry. Our readiness to go to the 
Council cannot be of any avail unless the country also decides upon such a policy.’^ 


APRIL 1934 

Ut. Congress Leaders'^ Conference ; — The Congress Leaders' Conference held at the 
residence of Dr. Ansari at Delhi on 1st and 2nd April, unanimously decided to 
revive the All-India S warajya Party, which had ceased to function since the 

4 
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Lahore ConKtess, as an effective political organisation under the aiiBpicea of the 
It ^as resolved to contest the forthcoming election o tho Lcgisla ive 
aSiv and secure the election of the partv’s candidatoH on tho. fo lowing two 
^sue“ : (a) to implement the country’s mandate to get nil rem*esBivo laws repea- 
led • (b) to reject tho proposals contained in the White Paper and get them 
replaced by the National Demand on tho lines indicated by Mr Gandhi 

af the Bound Table Conference. The conclusiona of tho Conference 

^\\\ he placed before Mr. Gandhi for his consideration and advice. 

The following official statement was issued after tho Congress Leaders Confer- 
ence :-^‘The Conference reassembled at 9-30 a.m. to-day arid resumed discimsion. 
After an exhaustive examination of tho present political situation in the 
country, the general opinion of the Conference was embodied ju th<3 following 
conclusions i — (1) In the opinion of this Conference the _ All-India Swaraj 

Party, which had been in abeyance, should be revived m order to enable 
Congressmen who are not offering individual civil resistance, to und^take 
thorough organisation of a constructivo programme, as contemplated in Poona 
statements ; {%) In the opinion of this Conference it is imperative for the 
party to take up Government’s challenge in relation to the forthcoming 

dections to the Legislative Assembly to secure elections of its candidates for the 
following issues : (a) To implement the country’s mandale to got all reprossivo 
laws repealed ; (b) To reject proposals contained in tho White Paper and got 
them replaced by the national demand on lines indicated by Mahatma Gandhi 
at the Bound Table Conference so that tho country may rc-allirm its confidence 
in the Indian National Congress. 

Flea for reform of Hindu Marriage Customs :-~Oourlship and divorce, 
picketting to prevent unequal marriages and boycott of husbands who desert 
their wives and re-marry were advocated at tho Oonfcrcnco of Agarwal ladies 
held at Allahabad. 


2nd. Muslim League and communal wm7j/ :~The Council of tho All-India Muslim 
League, which held its sessions at Now Delhi under tho presidency of Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah, accepted the Communal Award so far as it goes until a substitute was 
agreed upon by the various communities in India and on that basis expressed 
their readiness for co-operation with other communities and x>tirtics to sccuro 
such future constitution for India as would be acceptable to tho country, 

Sxd. Indian Insurance Conference : — The Second Indian Insuranco Oonfcrcnco, hold 
at Lahore, under the presidentship of Sir P. 0. Bay, urged the Government to 
take immediate steps to eliminate competition from foreign companies by make- 
ing suitable amendments in the existing laws in this direction. Tho conference 
was of opinion that State insurance was likely to hamper private enterprise 
and pleaded for the abolition of Postal loBuranco Fund. 


7lh. 5 dec-isjow :— ‘‘Introspection prompted by the conversations with 

the Ashram inmates Imd led rne to the conclusion that I must adviso all Con- 
gressmen to suspend Civil Besistance for Swaraj as distinguished from specific 
pievances , said Mahatma Gandhi, in the course of a statement. “They should 
leave it to me alone. It should be resumed by others in my life- time only 
under my direction unless one arises claiming to know the scionco better than 

k /I Vu u grand as it has been in tho result, has not 

^ched the heart of the Terrorists or of the rulers as a class”. In conclusion 

r ^ workers to devote their times in nation-building activi- 

ties supporting Communal Dnity and removal of Dntouchabilifcy. 

the discuBsions which Gandhiji had 
regardiDg tho Delhi dooinionB, is embodied 

*0 course of tho letter, 

dsfen to take nart tL Bwarajya Party and the do- 

Council ent^ elections to tho Assembly. Kegarding 

is 1920 but^e remain the same aa what they wore 

to take’ Dart in OongreBsman who does not want 

the lemskturea aod *“ Council entry to enter 

egisiatures and proBsoute the programme which he believes to be in the 
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best interests of the country. Consistently with those views, Gandhiji says, 
he will be at the disposal of the Party and render ^‘such assistance as it is m his 
power to give’’. 

11th. States^ Protection Bill Passed — The Bill to protect the Administration of 
States ID India, which are under the suzerainty of His Majesty, from activities 
which tend to subvert or to excite disaffection towards or to obstruct such adminis- 
trations, as amended by the Select Committee, was passed by the Assembly by a 
majority of 57 votes as against 28. 

13lh. '^The Gommunal Aioa^d, a great injustice to the Hindu eommumty^' —At 
a meeting consisting of several Hindu members of the Hindu Maha Sabha 
Working Committee and a niimbei of leading Hindu citizens of Delhi, held at 
New Delhi, the question of the impending election to the Legislative Assem- 
bly was discussed The general concensus of opinion was ‘‘that the Communal 
Award constitutes a grave injustice to the Hindu community, and is a negation 
of all principles of democracy and its revision and cancellation thereof must 
be one of the principal items in the programme to be adopted at the next general 
election to the Legislature”. Raja Bahadur Krishnamachariar presided. 

Future of the Deinocractic Swaraj Party —Prominent members of the Demo- 
cratic Swaraj Party from Bombay and Poona met at Poona under Mr. N, C- 
Kelkai’s piesidency and discussed the situation created by the Delhi decision 
followed by Mahatma Gandhi’s statements and also the coalition or co-oparation 
of their party with Congress Swarajists. After considerable discussion, it was 
decided to run the Democratic Swaraj Party as a separate entity but to work m 
close co-operation with the Congress Swarajists if an honourable compromise 
was available 

Release of Prisoners India League Meeting — A meeting of the India League 
was held m the House of Commons, under the presidency of Mr. David L, Gren- 
fell, and was addressed by Prof Harold Laski who, while repudiating sympathy 
with the policy of terrorism, condemned the special legislation passed and 
the methods adopted to deal with it m Bengal Referring to the decision 
of Swarajists to contest the elections. Prof Laski moved a comprehensive 
resolution urging the release of political prisoners and those detained without trial, 
repeal of legislation incorporating the Ordinances, removal of restrictions of the 
Press, free speech and freedom of assembly and holding of free elecUons without 
discriminating against the participants of civil disobedience The resolution also 
protested against banning the report of the India Leaf^ue Delegation, and 
demanded nucouditional release of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru The meeting agreed 
to the resolution and decided to send a deputation to the Secretary of State in 
order to bring the resolution to his notice 

16th Grovt WonH Prevent A I, C, C Meeting Or Congress Session —In the 
Assembly Sir Harry Haig announced that the Government would raise no obs- 
tacles to the meeting of the All-India Congress for ratifying Mr. Gandhi’s new 
policy and that if, as a result, Civil Disobedience was callea off the Government 
would review their policy with regard to Congress organisation and release of 
prisoners would be expedited. Further attempt by the “Associated Press” 
at the elucidation of the Government attitude regarding the Congress showed that 
at present neither the Congress nor the A. I. C. 0. were declared illegal. The 
Government had only prevented thoir meeting The Government will not now 
do so to enable these bodies to decide the issue of Civil Disobedience. The only 
Congress body, which was unlawful, was the Congress Working Committee The 
Government did not propose to cancel the notification lyet, but whether the 
Committee met formally or informally the Government would ignore the legal 
position and let the Committee meet With the exception of Pandit Jawaharlal, 
Mr Patel and Mr Jairamdas, twelve members of the Working Committee were 
already outside the jail and had been meeting frequently 

18th. Poefs cwpeal to Ooveimnant Retention of prisoners not justified i — Dr. 
Rabmdra Nath Tagore sent the following message to the “Associated Press” . “I 
am glad to read the Home Member’s statement promising release of civil disobe- 
dience prisoners if calling off of the movement is ratified % Congress. For, any 
further retention of prisoners after ratification will be interpreted as showing a spirit 
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of pereecutioD not 'worthy of a Goveromcnt that cluimH to bo civilized I hope the 
Viceroy’s generoeiiy will nee equal to the occasion and give Bengal detenus also a 
chance to appreciate the Governraent’s good*will- I appeal to the Government to 
strive for that dignity which is based on its claim to appreciation of human values 
and not on its mere assertiOQ of power.” 

19th Indo- Japanese Trade Treaty signed The prolonged talks in connection with 
the formal drafting of the Indo-Japanosc Commercial Tioaty concluded satisfac- 
torily. The two delegations met this afternoou formally in order to initial the 
Treaty The Treaty was forwarded to London by an mail for formal diplomatic 
exchange, The Treaty merely reproduced the Agreement announced early m 
January. 

23rd Punjab Sanatan Bharma Oonfenence —Pandit Maluviya, diPivcring the pre- 
sidential address of the Punjab Sanatan Dharma Conference, at llnwalpindi, said 
that untouchability, as practised, was never sanctioned by Vedas or Shastras 
He pointed out that no untouchability existed in oongrcgaiionH, mdus, thirihas 
temples, etc., and added that every human being had a right to have a dharsan 
of the deity. Eefernng to the Bills at present before the Oentxal Legislature, 
Pandit Malaviya emphatically declared that ho oiiposed all tho^o bills on principle 
and would exert every nerve for their withdrawal, He would not like to see any 
intervention on the part of the Government in religious mattors The Legislative 
Assembly constituted as it was, of Muslims, Christians, Paisis and others, had 
no right to pass any bill regarding temple entry He anpoaled to Hanatanists to 
work for the betterment of me oppressed and Hepresaed (JlasHCH but struck a 
note of warning to too zealous reformers not to uho compulsion m the matter of 
temple-entry by untouchables and not to commit anything likely to injure the 
feelings of the orthodox among the Sanatanists 

Bombay Textile SinJee Starts "—The long-threatened textile stiikc commenced 
on a restricted scale with the sounding of mill sirens at 7 a,m in the morning 
AirangementB for demonstrations and picketing the mill-gatcH weio made on an 
an elaborate scale by the Strike Committee, Mr Nimbkar, General Secretary 
to the “Council of Action,” informed the “United Picss” that 00 per cent of 
the textile workers were united on the strike issue and will fight to the last 
for a minimum period of three months. Further support to the gcni'ral strike 

Bombay Provincial Trade Union (lonfenmce, which mot at 
^ presidency of Mr Ramni Mukherjee, who said, "‘Out of 

1,dU,(jOO textile workeis of Bombay, 40,000 were already unemployed. The 
general strike will affect about a lakh of workers. We arc aware or tho gravity 
or the situation We may fail, but wo will venture,” Elaborate police precau- 
tion m the mill areas were in evidence, 


24lb Beaih of Sir Sanlmram Uair —Sir C. Sankaram Nair passed away to-day 
after a short illness He was born m 1857 and was ono of the oldofit public men 

Of inaia , ms public life was active and varied— -as a Executive Council Member 
ana a keen social reformer. 


““Th® strike situation took a somewhat ugly turn this 

rnrdnn tho Dublic ban. ProccHBiouH broko tho poiico 

tpd thirteen leaders, including Miss Mam Ben Kara, wore arres- 

in^ dispersed and the strikers resorted to stone throw- 

ing. jj^igmeen mills were closed to-day, involving 20,000 workers. 


^ itrikf Cd LfiSt ‘-The situation with regard to tho mill 

8tnS?B Out swelling the ranks of 

pleted oomulemen, a were ivorkinR, with a considerably do- 

of the day*^ Some’ milk* ejEpeoted to close down during the course 

total num^ber of BtrTlrB i ° dosed owing to tho Moharram festival. The 

numerous instlLernflmnB had been 

tion developed at Lalhao-^at* assaults A very serious situa- 

ing the stivers took mw when after a mass moot- 

breaking throueh the matched forward 

trafors were lathi charge was made and tho demons- 

P , whereupon they indulgea in repeated stone throwing at 
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the police force for about fifteen minutes The d®poncp.^°£; 

reinforcements arrived on the spot, including a q . , acene and 

Smith the Police Commissioner and his deputies arrivea on me eccuo ana 

trS'KSwjV. O., -^T^. 

•arferir “st ’ 4" » 

At Busai three voluDteeie of the Reform _ party were mjured. while at Jeaidih a 

Stone was hurled at the motor car in which Mahatmaji was iravouinL. wnicn 

broke The Mass nane at the back of the car and pieces of ^lass fell near the 

Mahatma. ^He was, however, not injured. At the 

which Mahatmaji addressed on Thursday morning, 

made successful attempts to create a disturbance. , la 

made to the “Associated Press”, Mahatmaji gave a vmd account of 

and suggested to the Sauatanists that ‘‘the 8anatan Dharma will be ilhscrved by 

vulgarity and violence.” ‘'The whole of this agitation, said Mahatmaji, against 

the Reformers, managed by a few hot-headed men, I fear, backed by mil o 

behind the curtain wholly unnecessary.” 


27tK. Bombay Mill Strike : Police ofisfi fire The police oponod fire to disperse 

the threatening unruly mob of about a thousand strikers, who stoned the 
Diwiiaye Mills, situated near Lalbag, when the mill management attempted to 
restart the work at about eleven in the morning. The strikers aBseniblcd on the 
three sides of the mill and assaulted the loyal workers, who wanted to 
work, A party of police stationed in front of the mill made repeated 
charges, but the crowd retaliated by hurling stones^ and miBSiles at the 

police, as a result of which five constables were injured. Iho police orlicer in 
charge, finding that the situation was getting out of control, fired one round from 
his revolver, which had the desired effect and the crowd melted away. None was 
injured as a result of the firing, but several strikers sustained injuries on account 
of the lathi charge. Police rcinforceme.nts were rushed to the Rcono and the 
situation afterwards became quiet. A lafer message stated that the polmc opened ure 
second time to-day on a riotous mob near the textile mill on Dchslo Road, oovorai 
rounds were fired as a result of which, it was believed, one was killed and four 
others wounded. The trouble started when workers returning home were nttack- 
cd by strikers. Another report stated that only three had been sent to hospital 
with bullet wounds, none being killed. 


28th. Frontier Eindtes^ Co7iferenee -The Frontier Punjab and Sind Hindus’ Con- 
ference was held at Peshawar. Pandit Malaviya, Bhai Parmnnand and 
prominent Frontier Muslims were among the distinguished visitors present. 
Raja Narendranath, who presided, in his address, dwelt on the gnovances of 
Hindus in the Frontier Province. Opposition to the White Paper, Communal 
Award, separation of Sind, expunging untouchability, demand for an Assembly 
Committee of Hindu members, triennially to scrutinise the working of the Fron- 
tier Government and see whether Hindu interests arc properly safeguarded, 
adoption of joint electorates, due shares of the Hindu minority in the adminis- 
tration of the Frontier and representation in future Cabinet were urged by the 
conference. 

Bombay Mill Strike What was described in Ijabour circle as a roundup of 
strike leaders and a blow dealt to the entire organisation of the strikers took 
place shortly before noon to-day when Mr. Nimbkar, Organising Secretary of 
the ‘'Council of Action” and President of the Girni Kamgar Union, was arrested 
in connection with a speech delivered near Century Mills on April 23 last in the 
course of which ho was alleged to have incited the workers to resort to violent 
methods. Thus with the arrest of Mr. Nimbkar, Miss Mani Bon Kara and Messrs. 
Menon, Kondivikar and A. N. Shetty, majority of the front rank leaders wore 
removed from the field. This time aH of them were arrested for non-bailablo 
offences. Nonetheless, the strike position was considerably strengthoned. 


30th. _ Chittagong Magistrate'a Circular to Beaclmasters The District Magistrate, 
Chittagong, issued, it was believed, a general circular letter to Becretarics and 
Headmasters of High Schools in Chittagong requiring them to investigate the 
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causes for the bsonce of ijoys from Hchools even for a siiifiilo day and reuort thn 
matter to him if any boy was found to bo away from homo. The circular akn 
asked them not to Rrant transfer ccrfificatCH or admit hoys into n school which wna 
more than three miles from his villains home, without referring the matter to the 
District Magistrate. Ihc letter added that faihuo to take the above action would 
be neglect of duty on the part of school authorities, which was bound to result n 
more youth becoming victims of Terrorist orgunisationa. 


MAY 1934 


Lt- McdMiya on Iliwlii-Mnsleiit umf;/ Addressing a jiulilio meeting at 
Feshawar, Pandit Malaviya said that Hindn-Moslem nnify was the chief weapon 
for the attainment of early freedom and emphasised the 'importance of industrial 
acvelopnaent ana encouragement of Bwadenhi. 

2nd, The Eanehi Sjvarajist C o)ifcrcn(*p : — About a hundred i’ongn’PHruen roprcflcn- 

-nd an<l .'h'd May in ortlcr to implement 
tue aeciBion of liio Delhi Coiifcmico, MeRHagcm of ayrnpathy from loaderB ■who wore 
unable to attend the Oonforenco ■were read at the tJonfc.rencf*, Dr. M. A. Anflari 
proBided, Dr, AnBari, welcoming the delegatoR, relVrn'd to the reaHouH for tho 
revival of the Swarajya Tarty and said that tho ohjf'ofc of tho (Jonfurenco was 
to formulate the programme and policy of tho Hwarnjya Party, with a view to 
placing them before the A. I, 0. 0. for ilB approval, For tlu* proHcnt, J)rs Ansari 


j *.1. ‘I. xi_ i-s 7 >,4if)w(lhry Ivalioua/jioiman aiua-u 

moved that the Oonfwcnce do approve of the Delhi Onofert'oec^ ri'Holutiona reviv- 
ing ^ the Swarajya Party and contesting of the A«Hcmbly electioriH. Mr. IL F. 
^arjraan opposed the reBolution. Ho queRtiom'd tho validity of tho roHolution 
in the face of the Lahore OorigreBB^BdeciHion banning (loimril-entry. lie moved 

which said that the item about AHHcmbly-(*ntry ehonlcl come after 
sanction of the plenary RCBBion of the (JongrcHs. Mr. Nhiriman’s 

it. Dr. B. (1. Hoy tlnm moved 

wv policies tho 

fhft the OqngrcBS organisation* For nil pnieticm purposes; 

original party's constitution with 
was Rdnntff A exigcacios of tho present situatiom Tho constitution 

Xt tn ibr. required the A. I. (.1 D.’s approval for giving 

find a^opted by the Oonforonce, was moved by Mr. T. O, 

and tC Another resolution relating U) the White Paper 

the ConferenJ^ bv Mr, Bulabhai Desai. It stated that 

negation of .White Paper proposals were not only a 

economic exuloimtinn^ perpetuate tho political BUbjection and 

the right \F self d'e^ermlnRt^n Oonforcnco claimed for India 

Assem^lv favoured the Bummoning of a Conatituent 

acceptable co^stitiuinn^^^pef 5- of the Indian people to frame an 

opinion that a conaidfirfitl^^^nV^fE^ Oommunal Award, the Oonforcnco was of 
SortiobM^ of tho mode and 

the^oLstUaLt CemCwas con^Ted 

where considerable Hindu-Mnaifim^i-Ini^P district of MuzafTarpur, 

last No casualty was ren^tfid prevailing flince Saturday 

as the result of highhandednpRa J u® alleged to have originated 

tcaiut oi niguhaudedDeBB displayed by some butchers of village Akhta, who 
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enatched away an number of cows while these were being taken to the paaturea 
for grazing. Local Hindus protesting against this action of the butchers^ the 
latter were reported to have let the coivs go on Sunday evening after raercilcBsly 
beating them. It was alleged this was resented by the Hindu villagers. Both sides 
were mobilising their forces since then end a clash appeared imminent. On 
receipt of this information a strong contingent of police force was drafted to 
control the situation. On Monday afternoon, however, a Hindu mob numbering 
not less than 25,000 assembled at the outskirts of village Akhla, where tho allegea 
offending butchers resided. They were prevented by the police force from entering 
the village, but the mob appeared to be in no mood to pay hoed to those orders. 
As the situation threatened to get out of control, fire was opened with a view to 
disperse them. 

8th. Bengal Governor shot at His Excellency Sir John Anderson, Governor of 
Bengal, was shot at just after the finish of the race for the Governor’s Cup at 
Lebong. Several shots were fired at close range at His Excellency as ho sat in 
the box but neither the Governor nor any one in his party was hit. Two of 
the alleged assailants with revolvers in hand were immediately arrested. Both 
were believed to be residents of the Dacca district. 

Gandhiji condemns violence Gandhiji condemned the attempt on tho life of 
H. E. Sir John Anderson, in an interview to the press. '‘Every minute of 
life’s experience,” said M. Gandhi, “further confirms me in tho belief which I 
hold that non-violence is the only remedy for all ills of life, to deal with which 
violence is practised to-day. It is a great tragedy that some young men will not 
see that there is no short cut to deliverance from evils.” 


9th, No need for a new party Pandit Malaviya, in the course of a Btatomont to 
the press regarding the formation of the Swaraj Party, said that ho had 
'grave doubts about the wisdom of forming the Swaraj Party, as a party dis- 
tinct from the Congress”. Malaviyaji asked what would bo the work of the Oon- 
gress in future now that Mahatma Gandhi had recommended tho Buspension of 
dvil disobedience and which suggestion was sure to bo approved by tho A.I.C.C. 1 
He said that the resolutions which the Swarajist Conference at Eanchi adopted 
included a great part of the activities which the Congress had prescribed for itself 
And if tl^ new party was to carry on all these activities what would bo tho work 
of the Congress, he asked. The Congress will support the council-ontry pro- 
gramme* said tho Pandit, and hence there was no need for a new party as dis- 
tinct from^ the Congress. Pandit Malaviya stressed tho need for holding n 
special session of the Congress so that its infiuence among tho people might ho 
revived and the condemnation of tho White Paper and the reiteration of the 
national demand might make a greater impression in England, 


Lehong Shooting Outrage : Calcutta Corporation's Abkorrenee Calcutta Cor- 
poration at Its meeting adopted a resolution recording “their deep sense of horror 
at and their unqualified condemnation of the dastardly attempt on the life of His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal,” and tendering ■'their afneero congratalationa 
to His Ex^llency on his miraculous and providential escape.” As a mark of 
rejoicing at His Excellency s providential escape tho Corporation adiournod its 

fefhwf !" to give more dofinito and concrlte i 

^ ^ ® of rejoicing, tho Houbo furthor 

'"I . ^°^P°ration olGcos and institutions to-day. 

The Mayor intimated that he had already sent a message to His Exccllonev on 

proviLnUd^eso'apr* Calcutta conveying their sincere congratulations oif his 


13th. Oandhiji to complete hia tour cn foot :-Qandhiji decided, and accordiiiglv botrun 

‘°ur on foot. In a message to tho vllfagers oi 
Ganjam, Gandhiji saM that he had adopted tho ancient and simple method of 
walking in order to demonstrate as far at it is possible tho religious character of 

to^alT *’0 walking spiritually 

natural Shods^Kcfmotfonf 


14th. 


Wee Rioting occurred at tho offit-o of the Collierv 
Manager, Serampore, in the East Indian Railway coaltield, Giridih, Rioters 
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attacked the office and burned motor oarft. The pohco had to firo and killed two 
men. Bioters were diflperficd and order rcHtored at once. EnquiriCH showed that 
a gang of coolies assaulted Mr. Lancaster, Manager and burned three motor cars 
belonging to the coalfield. The UommiSHioner of Ha/.anbagh and the 

Superintendent of Police hastened to the place and as the Hitiiation appeared 
uncontrollable, firing was ordered. Two of the coohea were killed while two 
others were wounded. There were about OOC) coobes employed in the coalfield 
and it was alleged that they were diBHatisfied over the (|ueHtion of wages. A rein- 
forcement of armed police was despatched to the scene of occurrence, 

15 th. First SoGiahet Conference Acharya Narendra Dev, Principal, Kashi Vidya- 
pith, in hiB presidential address to the first iSociulist Oonfcrencis said that he 
favoured an early special session of the OongresH, bccaiisn the present members 
of the A, L 0, 0. aid not represent the country as they were elected in 1931. 
He did not think that they would bo justified in umistuig that the question of 
council entry would be considered only by a full (3i>nigreHfl scHsion. Defining the 
Socialist attitude towards the Swaraj Party, ho oppoH(‘d i(s autonomous exis- 
tence, as he feared that ‘deprived of healthy infiuenccB of the Oongress the 
Swarajist organization will in course of tune become a pucca constitutional 
reformist body and will develop a mentality which will run counter to the revo- 
lutionary policy of the Congress “The policy adumbrated by the new 
continued Acharya Narendra Dov, "‘is quite difierent from that of late Mr, Das 
and Pandit Nehru. They had outlined a policy of consisttmt opposition from 
within legislatures and wore against acceptance of oOices. The now Bwaraj Party 
has not enunciated any such policy. It is admittedly a reformist body. It has 
no obstructive tactics to its credit and the eonstitucnt assembly whic*h they pro- 
pose, to formulate the national demand, seems only another cdiuou of the liqui- 
dated All Parties Conference,” 

16 lh. Muslim Unity Board's Support for Swarajists — Tho Muslim Unity Board 
which met at Lucxaow welcomed the armouncomeut advising the withdrawal of 
the civil disobedience movement and approved of the revival of the Bwaraj Party 
with Its programme as outlined at the ftauchi meeting. The iiontd deprecated all 
agitation to get the Communal Award modified by the British (U)vornmont. 


18lh. Alhlfidia Congress Oommittee^s demiom Tho All-India Congress Com- 
mittee met at Patna on May 18 and 10, under tho presidentship of Pandit 
Malaviya, After resolutions paying tributes to the departed leaders. Dr, Ansan 
moved the resolution accepting Mahatma Gandhi’s rocommendation in regard to 
the suspension of Oivil Disobedience. Xho resolution was Hoconded by Babu 
Rajendia Prasad Pandit Malaviya then explained the impllcationB of tho resolu- 
tion to several interrogators. Many amendraentfl were moved but all of them 
were defeated by overwhelming majorities, Mahatma Gandhi moved tho 
resolution regarding council-entry. Tho resolution stated that m there 

was a vast body of members in the Congress who believed in tho 

necessity of entry into the legislatures as a stop m tho country’ft progresB 
^wards its goal, a Paliamentary Board consisting of not more than 25 

CpngresBrnen with Dr. 1\L A. Ansan as President be formed by Pandit 

Malaviya and Dr. Ansan. The Board was to conduct tho olcctione to the legisla- 
tures on behalf of the Oongress and shall have power to raise and administer muds 
for carding its toies. The Board shall be suoject to the control of the All 

India Congress Committee and shall have power to frame its constitution 
and make rules and regulations for carrying on its work. The Board must elect 
only such candidates as will be pledged to carry out in tho legislatures the 
CongmsB policy as it will be determined from time to time. Moving tho rcsolu- 

that though he was opposed to council-entry ho was letting 
contest the elections because those Oongrossmcn, without such 
rtmt the Congress’ point of view. Ho also pleaded 

resolution Council-entry programme* Mr, Anoy seconded tho 

eutrv wnkrirnmJ y^hioh were aimed at stiffening of tho Council- 

to t^row speaker urged tho Committee 

Gandhi’s reply to the debate, which took 

mxm. Ihe original 
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2 lit. Dr, Ansari^s Appeal : — Dr. M. A. Ansari, in the course of a statement to the 
press, appealed to all sections of the Congress and to the entire country to lend 
all possible assistance to the Parliamentary Board set up by the A, I. C. C. to 
enable it to fulfil the duties with which it is charged. It is incumbent on all 
Congressmen, he says, to help it to vindicate the honour of the Congress. Dr. 
Ansari further points out that every Congress candidate for the Assembly will 
have considerable opportunities for carrying the message of the Congress and 
stimulating constructive work in the constituency. 


22nd. Congress purely a Hindu Body A strong indictment of the Congress as a 
communal body was made by Khan Bahadur Haji Rahim Bux, Working Secre- 
tary of the All-India Moslem Conference, in a statement to the Press on the 
recent political developments. The Khan Bahadur drew the attention of the 
Nationalist Moslems to the fact that notwithstanding their full support and 
sacrifices, the Congresa had remained and would always remain a purely Hindu 
body and that Puma Swaraj of its dreams was no better than Hindu Raj, 


23rd. Bombay Mill-owners^ Association ‘.—Presiding over the annual general meet- 
ing of the Bombay Millowners’ Association, Mr. H. P. Mody justified the attitude 
of the mill-owners towards the present textile strike and asserted that they had 
done everything to better the conditions of workers and would continue to do so, 
but would not give in to the strikers who stopped work without notice. He 
hoped that good sense would soon assert itself and that the city and the textile 
industry would be spared the disaster with which they were threatened through 
the prolongation of the strike. Mr: Mody justified the Indo-Lancashire Pact and 
said that, despite all criticisms, he had been left unconvinced. He hoped that 
good sense would soon assert itself and that the city and the textile 
industry would be spared the disaster with which they were threatened through 
the prolongation of the strike. Mr. Mody justified the Indo-Lancashire Pact and 
said that, despite all criticisms, he had been left unconvinced. He hoped that 
the day was not distant when Great Britain would rank as a very important 
customer of Indian cotton. Referring to the Indo-Japanese Agreement, he hoped 
that it would be honoured both in letter and spirit. 

Police open fire on Bombay Strikers i—VoYice opened fire at 1]-15 to-night on 
a riotous mob of strikers. It appeared that strikers about one thousand in num- 
ber were returning from Azad maidan where they held a celebration over tho 
completion of one month's strike. While they were returning to the mill area 
they insisted on passing through a prohibited route but the police cordoned and 
popped them. Strikers thereupon sat down on the road and all the Deputy 
Commissioners were summoned to the spot. Persuasion failing, the police, it was 
reported, charged them as a result of which ten persons were mjnrt'd. Thereupon 
^e police were attacked with brickbats and flower-pots from adjoining hoiiscs. 
Warning having failed the police opened fire with revolvers and rifles. It was 
understood that about fifty rounds were fired as a result of which six pi rsons 
were injumd. Even after the firing, attack on the police was made with stones 

and Dnekpats from bye-lanes and adjoining house-tops -but they were able to 
disperse the crowd. 


24th. Extension of the Terrorist Suppression Act to Darjeeling Tho Bengal 
(Govern meat notified that they havo extended certain provisions of t!fuj 
^engal buppression of Terrorist Outrages Act to DarjcM-ling district. The move- 
ments ox Hindua of either sox between the ages of fourteen and twenty-five, 

ordinarily the residents of the district, were rcstrictod. Hindus, other 
between the ages of fourteen or twenty five who were rcHicUaits of 
me JJarjeeling district were required to provide themselves with idiaitity cards. 


29lh. Bengal Covernmenis^ Drive Against Terrorism : Revival of Cottage TnduH- 

Bengal decided on an intensive drive against 
campaign had already been in progress for some time but a 
concerted and systematic action were taken now to create an atmoHi>h(TO in 

which terrorism may find no more recruits. An inUinsivo propa- 
be made through shows, lectures, pamiihlets, demonstrations, cU*. to 
® terroristic methods. Any help given by non- 

direction will be readily availed of and when there are 
no Buch agencies, local officera will encourage their formation, Vigorous 
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action on these lines were taken in many clistrictB notably at OhittaKonir 
Myrnensingh, Dacca, Midnapore, Tippcra and Bjikargniij, the districts where 
terrorism was more rampant then elsewhere. Villag(f CotnmiitloeB and committees 
of par'^nte and guardians were being formed in many places by non -officials and 
officials to mobilize pubic opinion against torronsm, to make it impossible for 
terrorists and absconders to infest the localities where they were formed and to 
advise the local officers in rbeir fight against tiuTorism. In this drive against 
terrorism, the services of school tt'achors were being utilized and they wero being 
requested to keep an eye upon their hoys both lUHidc and outside the school 
hours and to act in close co-operation woth the parents and gnaniians so that 
they might not fall into undesirable company. In (duttagong the District Magis- 
trate required the Head Masters not to admit studimts info schools three 
miles away from their houses without reference to the Magistrate and to bring to 
the notice of his guardian as soon as a boy wan found absent, from Hchofd and if the 
boy was found absent from home ns w(‘ll to report tin' almenci' to ihe Magistrate. 
It was recognised that unemployment furnished a good reeruiiing ground for 
terrorism and accordingly Government had before them schemes for relieving 
unemployment through revival of cottag(‘ induHines. It, was also f,.lt that now 
there was cousiderable enthusiasm amongst the pcf>ph‘ to do consirucnvc work for 
the country, good use should he made of this tnithusiasm. Chivernmcnt were 
ready with a programme of construciive work which th <7 were TUi.shing through 
that the young men who have an inclination for this kind of work 
will iind scope for their patriotic instincts m this program nu*. 


30th. Liberals and the Uowgms:— -While welcoming the diciHlons of the All India 
Congress Committee to siispend civil dinobi'difncc nnd lo enter the legislainres. 
Sir Cbimaulal Setalvad and bir Cowasjeo Jehtiiigir (jiininr) in the cinwHe of a joint 

SndThl "*'u dideieneea beUveen tho LiberalB 

“6 Congress. Liberals, though yielding to nniio in their dcHirc lo sccuro 

'«■ .’“'fK''®'' meaHure of freedom, were firmly cniiviiiecd that 

Indias efforts would be better served by becoming a free eniiiitry wilhin the 

wndu8ion“thev anneIu.Tl«”Ti K'"'l Congress, In 

determ;n.ri coiiimniutieB ill the Cjuiitry to make a 

determined effort to solve the communal problem, 

L>r* B, O* Ray on the lack of official response -Dr, Ridhan Obandra Rav in tha 
Of”lndia^o“the^®’p«tl regarding tlio atiiiude of the (loviVnment 

di6tre8B?nl?v 5'"'^ Hi 1,1 . smnnNhi,) was never so 

vacillation Govcrnmcnt'\ JIo condemned tho 

SSons even thZr removing Ihe ban On the Congress 

M added hat to , C^nKress had idxindnned civil disobedience, 

ded that to keep the civil disobedioneo prisoners hi ill in jail wuh unfair. 

ch of ?LTu SdifSr n Calcutta :-The oniee of Hu, Bengal bran- 

and all literature relating “f' Caleuita wan raided liy ihi' police 

tas lockedCby Ihe^ n.ovemont w.Te Hei.ed. The olliee itself 

neriee, the President nf^thrR„P i *^‘ 1 ”°" 1 “ “". »<‘arehi.d tluj houHe of Dr. C. Ba- 
seized several copies of the mamfest’oM'® r /k * Cf’"KreHH SoeialiHt. Parly, and 
Congress and All'^tndla OongrTe^SoklTst 
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*%?XsTn*”ed frSemL'the^rS^ oTr'i’^*' was held at Caleufta in which 
and to devise ways and means to nnt Governor of Bengal 

mensing, presiding stresRcd the Tir.n.1 down terrorism. The Maharaja of My- 

through the press.’ Mr. Krishna Kumar platform and 
and control the public opinion which* 1 eoiifereuco to regulate 

Goswami appealed for co-onersH-nn ® declared, fed terrorism. Mr. T. 0. 

Mr. W. W. K. Page pSde°ntn/TiffV^® ^^ovoriimont and popular leaders, 
the conference to take mto its Sfidenca tS r^r" “I India, advised 

by the terroriet organisation Th^ of mofussil districts affected 

K isation. The conference, after passing resolutious, 
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appointed a working committee, representatiye of the various political and com- 
mercial intereBts to give effect to the resolutions, 

Terronst Movement not a Hindu Movement — Kumar H K Mitter, prominent 
Bengal landholder, speaking at the British India Association, Calcutta, disagreed 
with the view advanced by H, E the Governor of Bengal m his St. Andrew's 
Day dinner speech that the terrorist movement was a Hindu movement The 
Hindus were not as a community concerned in the movement, he declared He 
said that the campaign against terrorism could be successful only if the sources 
of its sustenance and strength were found out. He admitted that repressive laws 
could kill only the symptoms while the mam problem was to get to the root of 
the disease and remove the virus 

Ban on Congress organisations lifted — A Government of India communique 
stated that in view of the fact that civil disobedience has formally been disconti- 
nued and that, as a practical policy under the present conditions, it may be re- 
garded as having already ceased to exist, the Government of India have decided, m 
con-ultation with Local Governments, that notifications declaring various 
constituent parts of the Congress organisation unlawful should be withdrawn At 
the same time, the Government, wish to make it clear that the special laws passed by 
the Central and Provincial liegislatures will continue in force Further if the Con- 
gress as a whole or any of its blanches pursue activities which are in prejudice of 
law or indicate any intention to revive civil disobedience in any form, the Gov- 
ernment will not hesitate to reinforce the notifications which are being with- 
drawn The Local Government will aot withdraw the notifications against many 
revolutionary organisations which were distinct from the Congress though work- 
ing in more or less close association with its objects during the course of the 
civil disobedience movement. In accordance with this policy, the notifications 
against the ' Red Shirt"" organisation shall continue m force. The general policy 
of expediting the release of civil disobedience prisoners which has oeen pursued 
for some time past will be continued by the local Governments m the light of 
local conditions 

7Ui Liheyals Warn Sir Ohimanal Setalvad, speaking at the annual 

general meeting of the Western India Liberal Association at Bombay, warned 
the British Government that if the White Paper proposals were not substantially 
improved Britain would lose her trade in India and the goodwill of the people. 
He complained of inordinate d<diy in deciding upon the reforms and naturally 
the Indian p-^ople were losing fauh in the sincerity of the British Government, 
The White Paper proposals, he said, had not satisfied and would not satisfy any 
section of the Indian people He urged substantial modifleationa of the propo- 
sals ensuring the attainment, within a reasonably short time, of the complete 
control by Indians of their own affairs, 

lllh. Mail robbery in tram — A daring mail robbery was committed on the night 
between Tinsukia and Charali stations on the Assam Bimgal Railway m the 
Down Assam Mail The miscreants, it was alleged stopped the train by pulling 
the alarm chain and, enteiing the mail van, overawed the mail sorters at the 
point of revolvers and decamped with a mail bag containing insured articlee 
worth about Rs 4,000 Five arrests were made at Tinsukia One revolver and 
some of the contenis of the looted mail were reported to have been recovered 
from the house of one of the arrested persons 

17lli Congress and the Communal Aicard —The Working Committee of the Con- 
gress approved of the recommendations of the Congress Parliamentary Board 
in respect nf the election manifesto, constitution and rules of the Parliamentary 
Board As regards the Communal Award, the Working Committee, in the course 
of a statement, said that as the different communities m the country were 
sharpely divided on the question the Congress, which chimed to represent all 
communities composing the Indian nation, can neither accept nor reject the 
Communal Award as long as a division of opinion lasts. At the same time, no 
solution to the communal question which was not national could be propounded 
by the Congress, but the Congress was pledged to accept any solution which 
was ngreed to by all parties concerned Judged by the national standard, the 
Award was wholly unsaiisfactory 

24th Rioting m Rampur .—A serious not occurred at Rarapur m which the police 
opened fire resulting in the death of one of the rioters and injuries to thirteen 
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persons. It appeared that a huge mob consisting of a large number of unem- 
ployed persons from the city attacked the police station, broke open the lock-up 
and set free five of their comrades who were arrested earlier and imprisoned. 
On the arrival of the police party under the Deputy Inspector General of 
police, the mob attacked them, as a result of which some members of the 
police party and the Dy. Inspector General were injured. The police opened fire 
with the result stated above. The military were then called out who restored quiet. 

25tli, QandhijVs narrow escape : — A bomb was thrown on what the assailant 
believed was the car containing Gandhiji on his way to the Municipal building, 
Poona, to receive an address. Seven persons, including the Chief Officer of the 
Municipality and two constables who were in the car, were injured. Gandhiji, 
who was following in another car narrowly escaped. He received the address 
and the purse. Five persons were detained on suspicion. Gandhiji, in the 
course of a statement, said that the unfortunate incident had undoubtedly 
advanced the Harijau cause. He advised Sanatanisb friends to control the lan- 
guage that was being used by speakers and writers claiming to speak on their 
behalf. Gandhiji asked the reformers not to be incensed against the bomb-throw- 
er, but to redouble their efforts to rid the country of untouchability. The 
following is the text of Mahatma Gandhi^s statement after the bomb outrage 
*T have had so many narrow escapes in my life that this newest one does not 
surprise me. God be thanked that none was fatally injured by the bomb and I 
hope, those, who were more or less seriously injured, will be soon discharged 
from the hospital. I cannot believe that any sane Sanatanist could over encour- 
age the insane act that was perpetrated this evening. But I would like the 
Sanatanist friends to control the language that is being used by the speakers 
and writers claiming to speak on their behalf. The sorrowful incident has un- 
doubtedly advanced the Harijau cause. It is easy to see causes prosper by 
martyrdom of those who stand for them. I am not aching for martyrdom, but 
u It comes my way id the prosecution of what I consider to be the supreme 
duty in defence of the faith I hold m common with millions of Hindus, I shall 
have well earned it and it will be possible for the historians of the future to 
say that the vow that I had taken before the Hariians but I would, if need be, 
die in the attempt to remove untouohability was literally fulfilled. Let those, 
who grudge me what yet remains to me on this earthly existence, know that it 
18 the easiest thing to do with my body. Why then put in jeopardy many 

-5 ‘Jiey hold to be sinful ? What 

would the world have said of ns it the bomb had dropped on me and party 

three girls, who are as dear to me as daughters 
entrusted to me by their parents ? I am sure that no barm to them 
^ have been intended by the bornb-thrower. I have nothing but deep pity 

.*f bomb. If I had my way. if the bomb-thrower was 
5 n ^ certainly asx for his discharge even as I did in South Africa 

. ! *^^*u*' u fj'coessfo'ly ^assaulted me. Let the reformers not be 
iwH behind him. What I 

&teASucUllitr° 

28 tb. Poona Bomb outrage condemned Two public meetings were held at Delhi 
to condemn the Poona bomb outrage. One was held undfr the auspices of the 
Sanatana Dharma Sabha and the other under the Delhi District Congress Com- 
mittee. Peso ntions. were passed by both the meetings condemniutr the nntrVi^o 
and congratulatiag GandMji on bis providential esf^e? X SanatanisU ^ 
^at It ms a blot on Sanatana Dharma and not sanclioned bv it The Delhi 
Municipal Committee also, at its weekly meeting, condemned the ouiraje, 

fboupwrofion of Congress Election Campaign The election camnaicn of the 
Congress Parliamentary Board was inaugurated in Bombay a? a V.M 

under the presidentship of Mrs. Satojini Naidu. Mr ^SatyamnrU 

the audience to make their choice between ^SwaS Tslavery 

Kes8 Z°''R»'?f°“ J“«tifying the council-entry programme of t^o 
J /• o^tyamurti announced that the Congress Parbsmant.^ 
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I. The Year Out 

The bells ringing out the year 1933 had awakened no pleasant 
echoes of hopes fulfilled ; nor did the bells ring in the New Year in 
cheering notes of happy expectations. The reality of world aftairs 
had been and was still such that nobody would be tempted to put on 
rose-coloured spectacles to look at what was ahead. The Manchurian 
war in the Far East, the Bank crisis in America, the Nazi movement 
in Germany involving as it did racial megalomania, were some of the 
erruptions of a volcano of seething world-unrest in the crater-cauldron 
of which the entire structure of civilisation felt as if it were in a 
melting pot. World economics was still not only in a welter of un« 
precedented depression, but in an abyss of unredeemable confusion. No 
crane, no pulley of human device was felt to be strong enough and 
sure enough to lift the load of submerged values and sunken hopes. 
The World Economic Conference had arranged spectacular salvage 
operations, but whilst these brought up heaps of “submarine^^ rubbish 
they could show but precious little of what might prove of earthly 
good. The Disarmament Conferences tended not to disarm but doubly 
arm mutual distrust of nations. Germany and Japan and Soviet Russia 
were still, virtually, out of the League of Nations. U. S. A. had not 
been willing to join what had been one of the fondest and wildest 
dreams of President Wilson — an international instrument that should make 
democracy safe for all time. Italy was still in the League, but she was 
a sulking^’^ member. Signor Mussolini in Italy and Herr Hitler in 
Germany bothered but little about the League and cared even less for 
democracy. The setting sun of the League prestige lengthened the 
shadows of France and Illngland, and their shadows dominated the entire 
aspect of international situation, in so far at least it was circumscribed 
by the League horizon. Mr, Lloyd George, one of the arch actors in 
the war and post-war drama, thus summed up the position in a recent 
string ^ of wizard phrases which, however, were not wide of the truth : 

Mankind is getting gradually nearer the brink, year by year, revolution 
by revolution, conference by conference, and it is near enough to singe 
its wings. Primeval Night seemed to be creeping over earth. 

11. The Congress Spirit 

Nor was the Indian firmament relieved by a single blue, sunny spot. 
The Congress offensive of civil disobedience, both mass and individual, 
was practically broken^^, which, however, did not mean that Congress 
itself was dead or dying. The failure of the Congress offensive was not 
followed by genuine peace or even by any widely felt sense of relief. 
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As we have explained in our previous Introduction, the Indian political 
situation was brought under control by forces acting not under 'normal 
temperature and pressure’^ as we say in Physics, but under conditions 
of both abnormal temperature and pressure. The Congress offensive 
which disappeared or nearly disappeared as a kinetic factor was simply 
repressed into a latent potential form which, from the Government 
point of view, should have been appreciated as more rather than less 
dangerous. Any statesman, of Whitehall or Simla, who would lay the 
flattering unction to his soul that the Congress had broken its backbone 
and^ would not be able, at least in the near future, to stand erect 
again, was surely living in a fool^s paradise. The Congress spirit which 
represented the growing determination of the gradually forming Indian 
nation to be the master of its own destiny, and to implement that 
determination by creating sanctions sufficient unto the purpose, could, 
obviously, never be crushed. That spirit might of course vary its 
form and also the mode of its function from time to time. In other 
words, it might change its policy and plan suitably to the conditions 
and circumstances of its actual function. So a campaign of non-co- 
operation ^ and boycott might be followed by a spell of Swarajist 
obstruction^^^ from within the Assembly and the Councils ; and mass 
civil disobedience might be followed by a “sweeping the polls.'^ The 
important thing to note is whether it is still vital and still virile in its 
changed function. If it be so, and to the extent it is so, it still remains 
a power, for good or for evil, to reckon with. Its late defeat in that 
case is no index and no guarantee of its future discomfiture. On the 
contrary, the very fact that it can fight equally well with constitutional 
and unconstitutional weapons, that it can carry large masses both in 

election, that it can swamp the jails as well 
the Councils, is a fact which ought to be appreciated in its correct 
proportions and dinaensions. One may not like some of its forms and 
methods, but there is no denying the fact that like the fabled Phoenix 
it bears a mysterious life formula which is not only beyond human ken 
but also beyond human contrivance. 

HI. “Split and Pactions^' 

The fact that the Congress had been showing a tendency to ‘epliP 
in too many Tactions^^ was also to be appreciated for what it was really 
worth. The splitting’ was quite a natural and normal process, and the 
factions equally natural and normal products thereof. A Right Wing, 
a Left Wing and a Centre would be the natural morphology of any 
big, vital organisation. Where such a morphology of diverse views and 
tendencies is not given or not articulate in an organisation, we are 
to infer three things. First, that the organisation in question is still an 
amorphous mass which awaits being informed into the definite pattern 
of a body. Or that it has disintegrated and degenerated into an 

amorpnous mass after having functioned as a living pattern presenting 
a diversity of organisation. In other words, that it is now a dead and 
decomposing body. ^ Or lastly, that it may be, for the time being, 
possessed by a single influence, whether of an individual or of a 
group, which suspends the normal and legitimate working of all the 
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diverse “limbs" and in single sovereignty “runs the whole show". In 
other words, all the powers that be, have^ abdicated in favour ot a 
supreme dictator. In this last sample, the virtual one man show may 
be more or less masked under a ceremonial cloak of false democratic 
constitution. A legislature with the usual right, left and centre, a 
cabinet with the usual comfortable distribution of portfolios and sharing 
of a so-called joint responsibility may still be there under a dic^tor- 
ship, Under its spacious wings autocracy may cover a midtitude of 
fictions. The proposed India Bill based on the J. P. C. Keport is 
likely to prove a case in point. 

IV. InEESPONSiBmTV OF India 

In a recent speech in the House of Commons Sir Samuel Hoare 
enunciated a maxim of political philosophy with special reference to 
India which may be readily conceded to be the acme^ of wisdom. The 
greatest danger in the Indian situation is not civil disobedience ; nor is 
it the terrorist menace ; nor is it any thing else usually thought of in Ais 
connection. What is it then ? It is the irresponsibility of India. The 
safest and surest insurance against this danger is thus the grant c^f respon- 
sibility. Responsibility would teach Indian politicians to be responsible 
in ofiSce or in opposition. Lacking responsibility they have lacked 
capacity for constructive criticism and statesmanship. Very ture. But 
would the White Paper or the J. P. C. R. which superseded the 
White Paper usher real responsibility ? The Secretary of ^ate^s 
is often, and not inaptly, described as the gadi of the Great White 
Moghul. The proposed India Bill is surely not calculated to depose 
him from his gadi. Not at all. On the contrary, the Indian Viceroy 
and the Governors are to be invested with powers which will make not 
only Mussolini^s or HitlePs mouth water, but make ^the late Czar of all 
Russia turn wistfully in his grave. 

V. “One Man Show" 

Let us go back to the Congress. Since Mahatma Gandhi's moral 
ascendency over the Congress, its history has practically been “one 
man show." Mahatma Gandhi has been the Congress. This has proved 
to be not an absolute but a preponderating good. The amorphous mass 
of gradually forming Indian political consciousness and steadily growing 
political travail has been fortunate in that it has been able to organise 
itself into an efficient machinery of national service and national effort 
round a nucleus of such moral and spiritual potency as the life and 
personality of Mahatma Gandhi. It would most probably have remai- 
ned a more or less amorphous and chaotic mass, and to that extent an 
inefficient and ineffective machinery, if such a powerful centre of 
inspiration and lead, co-ordination and control had not been given. It 
has facilitated and hastened the process of efficient organisation just as 
electric charges facilitate and hasten the condensation of water vapour 
and the formation of rain clouds. It has also arrested the process of 
premature disruption in which centrifugal forces prevail over those that 
tend to keep to the centre, in which elements make for war rather 
than for alliance. 
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VI, Dummy Gods 

But an arrangement like this, of unquestioned beneficence within 
limits and up to a certain stage, has a tendency to outgrow its utility. 
In this way dictatorship which proves a strong rope to raise the 
^‘drowned^* hopes of a country may prove an equally strong rope to 
hang them with. The world had, has and will have need of dictators, 
that is, men and women whom old-fashioned people used to call heroes 
but whom we now call supermen. In India we call them Yugavataras — 
men who start epochs and cycles and make history. We have such men 
and women moving in different spheres — religion, social and moral re- 
construction, in economics and politics, in science, art and literature. 
But Nature^s plan will not work with supermen only. The gods who 
give all their powers to the Supreme Goddess when they fail to cope 
with the Arch Enemy, must take them back, when the Arch Enemy 
has been laid.* Failing to take them back, they remain dummies and 
not gods. 


VII. ‘‘The Central Sun^^ 

The gods of the Congress have indeed shone mainly by the 
light and moved mainly by the power of the central sun of 
Gandhiji^s personality. Still they are by no means all dolls and 
dummies. A C. E. Das or a Pandit Motilal was a luminary 
that would not only adorn the political firmament of any country, 
but profoundly influence the destiny of any people. Such a 
god never shines in altogether borrowed light or moves in altogether 
delegated power. A Pundit Jawharlal ^ or a Subhas Bose to-day— to 
name only two prominent stars in the political firmament, but there are 
also others— have never been and will never suffer themselves to be 
dolls and dummies. They have been good chelas, good and faithful, 
without allowing themselves to be “made in the image'” of the Guru. 
Their voice has not always been_ the voice of the Master. They have 
schooled ^ themselves into discipline but not into aquiescencc by the 
Sabarmati or by the Pondicherry School or by any other. Possibly 
&e one has Moscow brains or substantial parts thereof inside his 
Indian sknll ; and the other a Viennese liver In his Hindu abdominal 
cavity. But such gods have been the exception and not the rule. The 
common run of Congressmen have had their own lights not only 
dimmed cmt practically extinguished by tire light of the central sun. 
Ihey would not only hide their own lights under a bushel of modesty 
but smother them under a pall of surrender. The pall has fortunately 
been a moral pall which has rendered the surrender into a kind of 
passive dignity. The pall has not spread itself over a coffin of dead 
political mumies. ^ Live men and women have been under a moral spell 
without being either mumies or dummies. Those that are in reality 
mumies and dummies and there are lots of them in any country— have been 

magnetic field of the central snn like dead 
Under the galvanic current. In other 

Indiln -Women, who under normal conditions of 

Indian temperature and pressure would, politically, count for nothing, 
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have been so galvanised by the central current as to become positive 
dynamic factors, exerting their own pull in the general Indian advice. 
They have not been merely dead stone and gravel lying inert about 

while the caravan is moving on. They have at least been the dogs 

barking. The Congress would not conceivably be the power it was 
and the show it was without such mass electrification. High voltage 
wires are certainly needed for mass electrification in any country, but 
workers and their foremen must beware of them lest they be electro- 
cuted themselves. 

IX. Centre DomNATiNG The Whole Sphere : Its Advantages 

The above arrangement in which the centre dominated the whole 
sphere has had its advantages as well as disadvantages. We need not 

weigh the one as against the other. Under the influence of the centre, 

the sphere has acted as one more compact and more perfect than 
would be possible under existing conditions of a politically unborn'’ 
India being born into nationhood. The Congress has been the one or- 
ganised political body of any importance functioning in India. Its all- 
India operations, whether constitutional or otherwise, have been charac- 
terised by that forcefulness of purpose and solidarity of plan which 
are the marks of a great and efficient organisation. All the world has 
agreed, and even the Government has, perhaps, inwardly conceded, 
that so long as India can evolve a machinery for national effort on a 
scale so massive and so efficient as this, she need not give herself 
up as lost. The die-hard plea so airily trotted out now— that India is 
too hopelessly divided in her religious and secular interests to possess 
a well-knit national life and, therefore, deserve a well-advanced consti- 
tution — is itself a counter suggestion and a counterblast to the Congress 
claim that India is already a nation to which the right of self-deter- 
mination can no longer with justice be denied. The recent communal 
emphasis and communal allotments are some of the imperialistic devices 
to drive a wedge into the undeniably setting cement of Indian solid- 
arity. Crashing the Congress has thus been both the fondest dream and 
the cruellest self-deception of those who would fain postpone to the 
day of doom Macaulay's proudest day of India's British conucctioti. 
The Gandhi-Irwin Pact by which the Congress had been admitted 
into her rightful status was simply gall and wormwood to these 
“friends" of India's dumb millions. When the so-called National Govern- 
ment virtually reversed that policy, tore up “the scrap of paper", and 
was determined to hunt down the “rebel", did not these ministrels of 
high imperialism hear a whole cage of nightingales singing in their hearts ? 
The entire show of the R. T. C. was also by pre-established disharmony 
an arrangement to ignore, and if possible, disconcert, the Congress. 
That part of Indian being that had, politically, organised itself to any 
degree was left out. The residual chaos of jarring, warring elements 
was given a carefully wire-pulled sway to create all the^^ noise and 
work all the mischief that it did. The man who could “deliver the 
goods" was of course let in later only to find himself flounder in the 
communal chaos that reigned. He was there to do business 
on behalf of the Congress. But the claims of the “House" 
Gandhiji represented in London were studiously turned down. His 

6 
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position as a real plenipotentiary was deliberately sought to be swamped 
bv a mass of bogus claims and false pretences* All these ^manoeuvres 
which, after Gandhiji^s landing in Bombay, culminated in a “fight to a 
finisy^ with Ordinance-mounted big guns, showed that the Congress was 
no mean, negligible thorn and Government did not fail to take 
a correct measure of the Congress as an actual or potential menace. 
Both Lord Reading's Government and Lord Irwin's had not looked at 
the Congress menace through magnifying glasses when the latter had 
actually made the Pact and the former had come perilously near to 
making it. 

X. The Foundation Of Democracy 

Now, the Congress has been such a power mainly because of the 
cohesive, centripetal influence exerted by the “central sun". It is be- 
cause all or most of the gods of the Indian political pantheon have 
merged their being, for the time being, in a ^‘Supremo Goddess." By 
reason of this both the “war councils'* and the “peace conferences" of 
the Congress have been enabled to work as practically homogeneous 
bodies with virtually an undivided mind. The majorities in the delibe- 
rations of the Congress bodies have been assured, and their conclusions 
foregone. Knowing Mahatmaji'a views, one knew the views of the Con- 
gress. On all matters of controversy the majorities have been big enough 
and the minorities small enough to enable the Congress to steadily 
ploughing the troubled waters of a subject nation's politics without 
bemg tossed about by balanced or warring elements. In a vast 
and variegated country like India, which has lost political coherence 
and compactness for a long time, the adhesive and cohesive forces 
of a political organisation are naturally weak as compared with 
the forces^ that tend to sunder and disconcert. This means poverty 
of organising capacity. This makes institutions on a democratic 
basis, more or less^ unsafe in India. Which does not and need 
not mean that India lacks cultural and spiritual democracy and 
suiters from a constitutional unfitness for having or developing any 
other kind of democracy. For, it must be remembered that the founda- 
tions ot real democracy are cultural and spiritual, and that where these 
onnaations are given, a democratic edifice with economic, political or 
other wings can without insuperable difficulties be raised. 


XI. CuLTpEAL Homogeneity Of West 

It has often been asserted that the western countries form a more 
compact cultural whole than the countries of the East. This is true in 
a certain sense. This is not true in the sense that the West has, genor- 

outlook". There are of course 

St A S liave the scientific out- 

the masses of men, the east has had, though she is 

E haYe^enkS®/ ° ^^0 western coun- 

Sffi.fr T-S and scientific methods and carried them to 

to thf f r. By reason of such application of science 
n ^npheral organs of life, those countries .have evolved no doubt 
a kind of cultural dreee uniform, which, however, does not mean eXr 
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that the West has evolved a truer scientific outlook upon life and 
things than the East or that it has a deeper soul unity and heart unity. 

If by scientific outlook we mean, as we should mean, a clear understand- 
ing and lust appreciation of the real values of life and the universe, 
then the parados that the “scientific^^ West is less scientific than the 
“mystical^^ East must be granted as true. An unsophisticated, untutored 
Indian rustic knows and believes that there is a just and wise God of 
the universe, that His Goodness is manifest in all things, that the present 
life is but a passing episode in a vast scheme of life immortal in which 
man must reap the harvest of his own karma, sweet or bitter, patiently 
and uncomplainingly, knowing that the whole drift of the beneficent pur- 
pose of the world is to lead him nearer and nearer his goal of perfec- 
tion, and that the path of true evolution and progress must he through 
self-control and self-purification, through service and love, through faith 
and vision, and through contentment and peace. An^^ one who knows 
the ‘mass” (not excluding the Harijan), knows that the spiritual instinct 
and vision which is above stated is the very vital breath of its cultural 
nostrils, which it draws in from an ample' circumbient atmosphere of 
Tulsidas and Kavir and sundry immemorial cultural institutions. A 
Kumbhamela or an Arddhodoya-yoga brings up to the surface in the 
case of the Hindu the vast deeper beds of affinity that are commonly 
latent and subconscious The mind may be clean though the body may 
wallow in filth . the soul may be wise though the intellect is ignorant , the 
heart may love though the fliesh suffers, and the spirit may hover and 
aspire though the figure stoops and crawls 

XII. Bed-rock of Cultural Kinship 

Thus it would appeal that underneath the surface diversity of 
races, religions, creeds and dialect , ther^ are deep-laid bed-rock strata of 
cultural kinship of the Indian millions. Poverty and pestilence* 
ignorance and superstition are the “faults^^ which conceal the inner, 
fundamental bed-rock, and give us an altogether inverted idea of Indian 
cultural realities and national potentialities. We who have developed 
a new thirst for imported wines and other inebriating drinks, and, rather 
unsoberly, thronged at the bar where such drinks are sold, have, in our 
benighted camouflage cultural carousing, forgotten our owu poor kith 
and kin at home, and taken up the drunken cry of our host at the bar 
inciting his crazy customers to foul their own nest. Our understanding 
and appreciation of the Indian realities are, therefore, commonly neither 
sober nor informed. 

Xni. The Congress Movement : Its Forte and its Foible 

The Congress movement has been the occasion for a considerable mass 
awakening and mass response, not primarily or even mainly because it 
has been a movement inspired by a political and an economic objective, 
but because it has sought to bear the character of a moral and religious 
movement with all the exacting terms of the first and little or none of 
the narrowing, sectarian tendencies of the second. By its insistence on 
the cardinal virtues of all ethics and religion, namely, non-violence and 
truth, it has tried to lift Indian national effort not only to the height 
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and breadth of an international endeavour, but to the spiritual trascend- 
ence of human fulfilment. Such a movement accords beautifully with the 
fundamental tendencies of the ‘‘Seed Power^^ of Eastern, especially, 
Indian masses. It is the same power that makes the response of the 
apparently inert and pulverised Indian masses so electrically spontane- 
ous and so incalculably vast on an occasion like the Kurabhamela or 
the Arddhodaya-yoga. Now, there is no gainsaying the fact that the 
Congress movement has been such a **big drivc^^ chiefly because of the 
influence of the one man who has inspired it and controlled it for the 
last fifteen years. It is because that one man has been the Mahatma^^ 
whose “darshan^^ itself is believed by countless Indian masses as purifi- 
cation. This has been its forte as well as its foible. Mahatmaji and 
his many staunch followers have indeed sought to make the movement 
a movement essentially of moral and spiritual regeneration, but they 
have had political and economic objective and programme also of a more 
or less circumscribed nature. In other words, they have attempted to 

develop a fight against foreign domination and exploitation 

with materials which are not good enough nor ready enough for 
the purpose. Modern political and economic battles arc not easily 
fought and won with weapons such as are provided by the Sermon on 
the Mount or even perhaps by the Bhagavad-Gita, Generations of 
Tulsidas and Kavir and so forth have deadened the pugnacious, belli- 
cose instincts of Indian masses, and nourished quite other instincts of 
an altogether different kind of moral and spiritual worth. These other 
instincts, iuspite of the broadcast war-gospels of many a Nitschze, old 
or modern, and in the face of barbaric war dances to the tunc of many 
a modern flaming war-orchestra, may still be perceived to bo the right 
instincts of self-preservation and salvation by the masses of humanity 
all the world over, who, like dumb-driven cattle, are being led help- 
lessly to slavery and slaughter in the name of Nation or Democracy. 
But these other ‘lamb^^ instincts are not articulate enough and effecti- 
vely organised enough in any country to withstand the ravages of the 
blood-thirsty packs of wolves and tigers that are everywhere roaming 
at large. Lacking efiTective organisation, the instincts of sanity and 
amity, human good-will and co-operation, arc to-day, apparently, unable 
to cope with the gigantic world evil of greed and hatred. Yet salva- 
tion lies through the pursuit of those instincts on a mass scale. In 
India an experiment on these lines has been attempted. 

XIV. A Mixtube 01 ^ StrooESS Axn FAiLuitE 

The experiment, as it should be expected from the given assemblage 
of^ conditions, has been a mixture of success and failure. Those who 
think that the Congress fight on non-violence method has totally failed, 
only take stock of the husk that has been noisily blown off, and not 
of the grain that has silently fallen through the sieve of Nature’s un- 
sparing vital economic. The Indian masses have found out their 
springs of strength and also the channels through which these can bo 
pooled together. But they have also found that their springs are not 
yet ample enough and the pools deep and dependable enough to make 
their political and ^onomic programme float and ply to its desired 
haven of lulfilmept- In other words, Soul Force” has not yet proved 
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forceful enough to work as a lever to raise the load of India s sunken 
politics and economic well-being. The programme which has been alright 
in other respects, has been found to be unequal to the task of bringing 
Swaraj within a year or even within a decade. Which, however, does not 
mean that it has put us off the scent and pushed us off the track. It 
does not even mean that the moral and spiritual side of the movement 
has been a drag retarding progress along the track leading to political 
and economic Swaraj. There is no short and safe cut to Swaraj steer- 
ing clear of the scylla and charybdis of soul force and soul purifica- 
tion. Nor can the Sabarmati and Pondicherry rudder and compass be 
safely dispensed with. A pure politico-economic or social devise cut 
off from the sources of Indian mass motive power shall not generic 
sufficient steam to propel the engines nor put sufficient wind into the 
sails. The Russain or Chinese or any other ^ analogy has commonly 
been stretched far beyond the limit of its logical relevancy. The polmy 
that has sought to impart a moral and spiritual character to the Indian 
national movement, and has laid equal stress on the constructive and 
fighting sides of the programme, has been, in our judgment, a wise and 
far'seeing policy. It has worked up the sources of Indian mass motive 
power on a scale and to a degree unprecedented in the history or 
recent political activity in India. By it India has covered within the 
space of a decade and half the track of centuries. It has made the 
bones of Indian politics instinct with life. Not only so. R has made 
a world wallowing the slough of moral despond hope. And Mahatma]i 
has been the main director of this process. He has made a peoifie, 
politically paralysed and economically prostrate, find its legs, x5y 
rousing and harnessing its own native strength, he has shown it how 
to serve and how to fight. 

XV, The Dual Programme 

But it has not been long and assiduously apt enough ^ in 
its training camp. It has picked up the art of a political 
and economic fight but has not yet adequately mastered it.^ Its 
course of preparation has not been through enough to confer on it and 
alright preparedness for winning or retaining Swaraj. To attain to it, 
it has, of course, not to unlearn the lesson it has learned during the 
last 15 years under Mahatmaji^s tuition. The process has to^ be inten- 
sified, supplemented, balanced and perfected. Those who think that a 
programme within the Assembly and the Councils coupled with a rural 
reconstruction programme will make matters improve, should be given 
a chance. The dual programme, with due drive and balance, 
is expected to be helpful. The Simla snows may not forthwith 
thaw in the opposition heat in the Assembly, yet it may form 
vapour clouds that may roll over the length and breadth of the In- 
dian welkin and result in genial showers growing a badly needed ^har- 
vest of mass political education. Genial showers are indeed welcome. 
But unless great care is taken and much labour expended, ^such showers 
are as likely to grow noxious weeds as they are likely to grow useful 
crops. Greatest care ought to be taken in the preparing of the soil, in 
the regulating of the ways and means of irrigation, and in the select- 
ing and distributing of the seeds and manures. This is the construe- 
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tive half of the dual programme. This constructive programme must 
be pushed through — whether on the lines laid down by Mahatma Gandhi 
or on any other we do not here discuss. The attitude of the Congress 
in relation to the legislatures has vaiied from time to time bVom 
non-cooperation to ‘ obstruction'\ and from obstruction to responsive 
cooperation-— which Dr. Mood]i calls the Sanatan Law of Nature — that 
attitude may eventually change. The constructive scheme may also 
require variants some of which may cut against the grain of Gan- 
dhij 's set and pet programme. 


XVI. HiNDU-MosLEjr “Bogey” 

Some^^people like Dr Moonji may sot thoir face against the Hindu- 
Moslem “bogey” which Gandhiji in particular is supposed to have 
bolstered up into an absolutely exaggerated and overshadowing impor- 
tance, before the alter of which all vital interests must bo laid low and, 
if necessary, sacritied, and the propitiation of which must bo bought at 
any cost, however ruinously vital This school stands for “lotting the 
Mussalman alone” as the gallant spokesman of the Hindu Mabasabha 
above referred to has on a recent occasion stated. Lot tho Hindu try 
to work out his own salvation without either quarrelling with his Moslem 
countryman or offering inducements with a vic'W to buying up his 
support. If, for instance, his Moslem countryman thinks that it will bo 
best for him to travel in reserved communal compartments in making 
nis political journey, he (the Hindu) has no right to tear iij' tho 
reservation labels he has thought fit to arrange for and force tho Moslem 

* 1 . According to this school 

ot tanking, the policy of making pacts and bargains with the Moslem, 
the Congress insistence on the consummation of Hindii-Moslcm entente 
as the necessa^ condition precedent to tho attainment of Swaraj, 
Mahatmajis blank cheque”, communal bungling and so forth at 
he K. i C. and the subsequent solicitude of Congressmen in general 
to patch up an agreement with the Muslims— aie factors 
that, in collaboration with deeplaid diehard mines have 1)1 ownto 
the winds the cement concrete of the community of Ilin du 

has been slowly but surely sotting for the ast 

fought each other, but llhey 
pnmmnf t ^ penally appreciate and cherish each other. The recent 

and pacts under unnatural con- 

some of ft Communal Award, arc 

old^ Wed the solid, substantial piers of the 

shattSed Ap spanning the chasm have been shaken and, in part, 

of their iafe perceive the mistake of some 

ablv Dr Mpom, damage done Conceiv- 

Possiblv' hfXv batch of bridge builders 

brand^ of v f exclusive “Hindu” 

acMeve bv usW P^ct'^akers have so far failed to 

be so, the constonctaw u confabulation stuff. If that 

ssions and readiustments in X modified, with important ropcrcu- 
The Hindu and^ the respect to that item. 

make urk earnStne^s S dw to 

up in earnestness the difierences by creating requisite sanctions, 
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which they are now seeking to patch up by diplomatic negotiation. 
Differences such as these cannot be made up even by fasting oneself 
unto death. They can only be reconciled through mutual understand- 
ing and appreciation as free, capable, responsible partners. The jR. T, 
C. negotiations were without basis because they did not meet there 
as free, bonafide partners. What you gain by “negotiation^^ is inse- 
curely held and may be easily lost. Reckoning has no value before each 
party has “played the game.^^ 

XVII. Untouchability Question 

Not only as regards this but also as regards other items, it may be 
possible to think of unorthodox Congress lines. The Untouchability 
problem is an example. Whilst no sensible man would like to linger 
in the old, rotten rut, many should hesitate before they strike into 
the commonly trodden Gandhian paths. Some have complained that the 
Harijan movement is three quarters a political movement and but one 
quarter a social, economic and educational movement. Of course poli- 
tical good is not something isolated and isolable from the organic whole 
of national good. Still politics is a game that is not often, if at all, 
played with unloaded dice. You can give your Hariian dice a fictitous 
“weightage^^ which you know they do not actually have or which you 
do not even like them to have. You pretend to give the Depressed Class- 
es an heightened social status with artificially improvised props and an 
enhanced economic credit with falsely inflated values. The Depressed 
Classes badly require being raised socially, economically and politically, 
but not with the aid of hastily improvised artificial props. Props are 
generally improvised and improvised with haste with ulterior objects in 
view. It is like creating and swelling the roll of voters by paying 
their subscriptions out of party funds. They become thereby voters for 
the occasion. Such devices naturally suggest themselves if you dangle 
before your own eyes or those of others Swaraj or Power “in a year”. 
There is such a thing as greed for swaraj. It is greed when you jump 
at it without taking a correct measure of your own strength or fitness. 
It is greed when you clutch at it without paying for it. It is greed 
when you bargain for it without creating sanctions for it. If we be 
possessed by greed, we shall hastily improvise qualifications where none 
yet exist and artificially manipulate sanctions and inflate them where as 
yet they are inadequately small. This greed has been one of the beset- 
ting sins of our modern movements, in India and outside India. We 
wish to usher the millennium overnight and be in full possession of the 
Kingdom of Heaven on Earth upon the break of day. Heroic measures 
naturally suggest themselves, steam-rollers are called into requisition, 
and raging and tearing campaigns are launched upon. By revolution 
overnight we wish to cover the track of whole ages of evolution. So- 
viet Russia wanted to usher the millennium overnight by red revolution, 
and now essays to change not only the face of the earth but renew the 
heart of the world by its Five Year Plans. Hitler in Germany, Musso- 
lini in Italy, Roosevelt in America are all after the same pattern. Five 
Year Plan has become the fashion. In following the fashion we, not 
unoften, not only take leave of realities but smother them and grind 
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them out of shape. Realities are so uncomfortable in the cloudland of 
theory and so recalcitrant in the utopia of dreams V 

XVIII. Gbit And Gbeed 

We in India to-day have not escaped this modern mania for mere 
magnitude. Realities have of course to be treated, controlled and moul- 
ded. That has to be done with grit but not with greed. Idealism has 
its need. We must shoulder and raise, and not simply grab and brag. 
Untouchability has to be removed, but we have to pause and consider 
whether we have not begun at the wrong end and stressed on wrong 
points. Tt is soul-touch and spirit”touch with the masses that wo have 
either lost or have been fast losing in these days of democracy and 
international outlook. The gulf between them and ourselves has boon 
widening in every direction. We and they have been living and moving 
in separate worlds fast receding from each other. Even our Gandhi cap 
and spotless khaddar have not, generally speaking, made us and our 
Harijan brother closely approach and hug each other. We have but forged 
few links of love between him and ourselves. Many good old links 
have heen broken, and we have taken precious little care to have them 
renewed or restored. Given soul-touch, the essence of human fellowship and 
cooperation is given. That being not given, any amonnt of mere body- 
touch will not produce it. Not only so. Where soul-touch is there, it 
does not matter whether or not there is body-touch also. Insistence on 
body-touch itself may tend to befog and betray the vital issue. A new 
orientation is thus needed in the prosecution of the removal of 
untouchability work. The baby of Swaraj will not bo born in a comtnon 
kitchen or even in a common temple : Await the throes of its birth in 
thy Soul. 


XIX, Social And Reltgiotts Legislation : ‘^Sleeping Lion’' 

The same remarks apply to actual or prospective legislation aflecting 
social and religious customs and institutions of the conservative sections 
of the Indian peoples. Government may have their sympathies and 
antipathies, but they are pledged to a policy of neutrality in such 
matters. Whilst this neutrality should be religiously observed by the 
Government, the so-called progressive elements in the country should 
also, in our opinion, revise and reform their attitude with respect to 
such questions and the method of tackling them. The progressive ele- 
ments are to-day better organised in the modern “figlxting’^ sense, bettor 
provided with the ^weapons of both oflteace and defence, than the consor- 
vative sections which, never-the-less, form the overwhelming majority. 
And this majority is not simply or mainly one of dead or dying number. 
The modern art of propaganda ( including the press and the platform ), 

exploitation, may have been more effectively 

wL tw 1 we commonly heai. ^nd it ia they and not the 

la^ that loom large on the election and legislative screen. They are 

A f “i?® ground. But it is well to remember that the 
S % ! have carried them to their position of vantage may 

retreat sooner than one imagines. Possibly, it is retreating alreX 



-JUNE ^34 ] INDIA IN HOME POLITY 49 

Sensible people all over the world are waking to a perception of the 
bottomless pit into which they have been hurled by those forces, and^ are 
“dying^^ to fling them back or at least to redirect to less abysmal objectives. 
The old enthusiasm for modern objective, modern strategy and modern 
armoury is distinctly on the wane in the masses of men. If the present order 
should change releasing reformed and redirected forces, some of the 
existing ideas and institutions upon which we have so long been wont 
to set high values may be let down, whilst some others that have been 
so long looked down upon may rise and hold the ground. Indica- 
tions are already there of the Wheel of History beginning to take a 
complete revolution. The up will then be down and vice versa- The 
so-called progressivist may then be *^a back number^^. Conservative 
India, the much-maligned Sanatanist, may rise as ^‘the sleeping lion’^ 
not only of the East but of the world. For, conservatism may mean, 
under certain circumstances, repose of stabilised strength and balance 
of developed organisation. It may mean keeping one^s feet in a senseless 
drift, keeping one^s nerves while one finds oneself on the fatal brink^ to 
which Mr. Lloyd George refers. We should therefore think _ twice, 
thrice and many times before we resort to the pastime of feeding the 
“sleeping lion^^ through nasal tubes of legislative, social and religious 
reform Nasal feeding has been attempted many a time during the 
ages-long life-history of the Indian Lion. Those who attempted the 
process ultimately found themselves inside the lion^s spacious belly. 
India has absorbed and assimilated many foreign elements without losing 
her Seed and Form pattern. If, therefore, any feeding ^ has to be 
attempted at all to-day, let it be done after rousing the lion and with 
his consent. Let us be sure that he likes it and it will suit _ him. 
The progressivist should approach his task leaving aside his superiority 
complex — the attitude of the doctor saving his dying patient, of the 
shepherd bringing back into the fold his lost sheep. 

XX. Variants To Orthodox Plans 

Some variants may thus have to be thought of in relation to the 
orthodox methods of Congress, Nationalist, Hindu Mahasabha or Moslem 
League and Conference conception and execution of national plans. The 
progressive elements have been busy airing their plans in the press and 
from the platform. The sleeping lion still appears to be snoring. He 
has been called by various names. He is carcass-eating Indian Kumbha- 
karna, for instance. The lion has not yet risen to name himself and 
paint himself. We have allowed him to draw his own picture. 

XXL Better Organisation 

In the fight between the Congress and the Government, the latter 
won because it was a better organised body with resources at its com- 
mand which were, and still are, ampler and more dependable than 
those former could draw upon. The Congress movement has the 
character of a flood. The causes and conditions of its rise and subsidence 
are subtle and, in the main, uncontrollable. We cannot foresee when it 
will come and how it will come nor when and how it will subside. 
Tides are governed by the phases of the moon. But there are no 

7 



^ THE ANNUAL EEGISTER [ janua&y ’34- 

visible and calculable phases of the Congress “moon” — not even the 
magic power of the Mahatma — by which those tides in the affairs of the 
Indian nation appear to be governed. The course of any Government 
does not of course run smooth, still it is relatively steady and settled. 
It is especially so in the case of Indian Government. The supply and 
distribution of its “flow” are broadly definite and calculable. It has 
less to depend upon freaks and accidents. It has le-ss to stand or fall with 
the ups and downs of mass emotions. It is less susceptible to the 
fickle fits of crowd psychology. All this m-akes it a more dependable 
machinerj for offense as well as deffmse. Of course it has its draw- 
backs too. But we need not speak of them. I’he Congre-sa also worked 
admirably as an organised body. But the organisation in its case was 
more impressed upon it than naturally evolved out of it. It was more 
in the nature of a “flash” organisation. Its successivo “War 
Councils” were the models. The central magnetism of Mahatma Gandhi 
had an uncommon large share in the coninring of the organisation and 
for its phenomenal activity during the Congress “boom” pr'rinde. When 
the central influence was removed — and the Government had 
learnt its lesson by removing Mahntmaji from the field almost at the 
very start — or when the central influence flagged either through 
inflexibility or bungling, the Congress machinery showed signs 
of going down the curve of efficiency. The vigour that had been put 
into it gradually ebbed away , the order that had been imprtissed upon 
it was crumpled up. After the central sun with his principal planets 
had been shut out from their field of action, the lesser satellites and 
asteroids could ill manage to withstand the approaching collapse and chaos. 
Leaders began to feel “war-weariness”, and the rank and file began to 
feel that they had lost nearly all their ^rit and Of course, the 
persistent blockade^' maintained by the Government and the q:eacral si- 
tuation in the country, together with the operation of certain cosmic 
factors mysteriously shaping the curve of earthly events, afforded a 

what happened* But the crux of the explanation lay in 
the fact that the Congress had set about achieving an end for which 
neither Its organisation nor its driving power wore adeejuate luid Buflfici- 

ent in view of the conditions, both lay and officinl, that actually 
prevailed* 


XXII. The Congress MAOiriNEUv 

fighting one of the most powerful and perfected of State 
upder political and economic conditions, perhaps the most 
Tin? j world, with a machinery but hastily improvised and 

a motive power that could not bo let in or lot 
hy any dependable lever of control. The 
to turn tut some of the biggest 
ftandfrdisT^® Nr>T the guns were neither tested nor 

rS? af ;ve?v ^ ^'hero was 

failinc The Onn^r ^ moment of the guns bursting and the powder 

level of nrena^ednefifnJ^*^ ?k wrought itself up to the requisite 
its iob k ® requisite degree of efficiency for doing 

to course what it was ablS 

actually accomplish was great—indeed greater than one should nor- 
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mally have imagined possible. It should have been both an interesting 
and instructive experiment to try to achieve as much or nearly as much 
minus Mahatma Gandhi That would have shown its innate strength 
as distinguished from what had been conjured up and induced by the 
magic of Mahatma. The Congress phis Mahatma and the Congress 
minus Mahatma is an irteresting study. The Congress had within it 
developed a Left-Wing and an Extreme Left-Wing which would have 
tried the experiment if it had been possible No party of course would 
refuse to make use of or “exploit^^ the tremendous influence which 
Mahatma]! radiates from himself. Still some ‘advanced’^ parties might 
think that Gandhism had had its day of usefulness which the Congress, 
or the nation for the matter of that, had long ago outlived as regards 
the working out of its political destiny. From politics he should either 
retire or be blackballed. His proper calling should now be social and 
humanitarian work. His continued dominion over a field where his 
usefulness has been exhausted is a positive bar to further efiective 
advance- This school of thought is perhaps more vocal to-day than it 
was yesterday. It has its variants. It is not, however, as yet the 
majority view ^ This latter view still regards the Mahatma indispensable* 
Whether in “office^^ or in retirement, he is still the Congress, 
This may not be an ideal arrangement or even an arrangement 

Without a handicap this way or that ; but it is the best possible 

arrangement under the circumstances. Heroes may seize in a genera- 
tion what nations left to themselves would take centuries to come near. 
Heroes are now and then sent unto our planet and they take up in 
their hand the crawling snail of natural evolution and matter-of-course 
change, and make it grow wings by which it rides the storm revolu- 
tions and cataclysms. Dictators play a vital part in the economy of 
human history They must appear and play their part when the situa- 
tion is of sufficient urgency to call upon them to do so. In India it 
has been given to Mahatma Gandhi to take up in his hand the “crawl- 
ing worm^^ of the Indian National Congress and make it grow wings. 

It has been growing wings of late ; fluttered them a little during the 
last decade or so ; it has also dared the storm now and then But 
it IS not yet a full-fledged South- American condor breakfasting at the 
mouth of the Amazon and dining at the mouth of Congo. India still 
hath need of Gandhi, though he, as a majestic star, may dwell apart. 
Gandhiji in retirement, like Gandhiji in Yerveda, will yet prove a 
greater power than Gandhiji actually in the field. Let us hope so. 

XXIII, Intense Educative Planning 

We have put above the view of the common run not only of Con- 
gressmen but also of the Indian politicals. For our own part we think 
that time has already arrived when we should do by cutting continuous 
irrigation canals and sinking sure wells what we have so far been 
doing by floods and inundations. Floods and tides when they come 
are fortunate if we can “take'^ them and turn them to use. But floods 
and tides are, generally speaking, their own masters We can rarely 
engineer them , and we can never keep them when they are minded to 
go. And when they go, we often find ourselves left stranded in sands 
and quagmire. An intensive educative planning throughout the length 
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and breadth of the country, and particularly in^ the villages, should 
engage our thoughts and interest more than anything else. In other 
words, we must concentrate on the work of planning and laying the 
foundations. So long we have essayed to plan and build practically 
without foundations. We thought that foundations were there sure 
enough or that they would take care of themselves. We have permit- 
ted ourselves to be possessed by destructive fits or constructive spells 
without having consulted the foundations or even perhaps in 
contempt for them. We should now mend our ways. For this 
we' must strike into paths left practically untrodden though 
not quite uncharted by the orthodox Congressman or Nationalist. We 
should think of educative planning less in terms of picketings and 
hartals, elections and capture of votes, even mass meetings and proces- 
sions than in terms of the more cardinal conditions of economic, 
social and cultural redemption of the masses. And in thinking of 
these we should think less of foreign and acquired methods than of 
home and “constitutional' ones. 

XXIV. The Bihar Earthquake 

The latter part of the Introduction we propose to devote to news 
rather than to views. The most momentous as well as the most 
stunning news of the first month of the year was the terrible, devasta- 
ting earthquake in Bihar. The Finance Member made a statement in 
the Bihar Council on Feb. 14 on the measures taken or proposed to 
be taken by the Government to bring relief to the stricken country. 
We quote a few lines from that statement. “Such a disaster had not 
fallen upon the province within the memory of man. In a few 
seconds' time the results of human toil and hope had been shattered 
and Bihar lay a stricken province.... The area in the province in which 
shocks were acute and caused immense damage in life and property 
extended from beyond Motihari in Champaran on the west to Purnca 
on the east, a distance of nearly 200 miles, and from Nepal border on 
the north to Monghyr on the south, a distance of 80 miles.... Experts 
believed that the probable cause of the earthquake was the thrust of 
the whole peninsula of India northwards against the Himalayas. 
Various theories had been advanced to account for this pressure... /The 
effects of the ^ earthquake on Jan. 15 were so terrific for some time 
that communication with a great part of the area was completely cut 
off. Roads, railways and telegraph lines were out of action. Embank- 
ments disappeared, the rails remained suspended or shifted and the 
bridges were destroyed., ..The total number of deaths reported up to 
date was 7,057. The greatest loss of life occured, as might be expected, 
m the Tirhoot Division— 5,29 5. In Muzaffarpur district alone 2,484 
lives were lost.” In Sitamarhi, Darbhanga, Madhubani, Champaran, 
Mon^yr, Bhagalpur, Patna, Gaya and elsewhere, the death-roll was 
£ ^ heavy. It would never be possible to give an accurate statement 
of what the death-roll was..., He was aware that the estimate of 
d^ms given by many people in complete good faith had been far 
mgher than the figures he had given." As to the material 
damage ^ne, it fell into four categories — damage to Government 
property, damage to property belonging to the local bodies, damage to 
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railways, and damage to private property. The Bihar Finance Member 
continued — “The first question obviously was one of finance. The local 
Government could not even afford to naake good their own losses, much 
less to give any help to others. Sir Alan Parsons, Financial Secretary 
to the Government of India, visited Patna a few days ago. The Gov- 
ernment of India were prepared to meet the local Government in 

a generous spirit ....the local Goverment hoped to be in a 

position to make loans to private persons to help them in 
reconstruction of their houses and with this object a bill was being In- 
troduced immediately in the Council. ..The disaster has drawn us to- 
gether. Our minds have been touched to finer issues. Let us see to it 
that in the new Bihar that will rise out of its ruins this happy union 
will ^ continue.^^ He was obviously thinking of the happy union of 
oflScial and non-official — particularly Congress — bodies in the work of 
relief and reconstruction. 

XXV. Xon-Official Eshmate 

Even a more harrowing tale was narrated in Babu Rajendra Prasad’s 
cable to Mr. Andrews. He characterised the Government estimate of 
loss of life at 6,000 as 'gross under-estimate’'. At least 20,000 must 
have perished, the death-roll of Monghyr alone being 10,000. As to 
loss to private persons, the Darbhanga Raj estimated their own losses 
alone at 5 crores of rupees. Babu Rajendra Prasad was not guilty of 
exaggeration when he said that apart from Government requirements of 
millions of pounds for their own reconstruction purposes and those of 
Railways and Local Bodies, millions of pounds and many years of 
strenuous labour would be necessary to rehabilitate stricken Bihar. 

XXVI. Relief Funds 

^ Relief organisations were started in which, as might be expected, 
Congress bodies took a prominent part ; but help and cooperation were 
forthcoming from other quarters (including of course Official) also. 
Besides the Viceroy’s Earthquake Fund, the Central Relief Fund of 
which Babu Rajendra Prasad was one of the prime movers, and the 
Calcutta Mayor’s Fund were started and lacs of money were without 
much difficulty raised. But lacs were a drop of help in a sea of need. 
Contributions from foreign countries — especially from London — came no 
doubt, and poor, noble India, which is ever grateful for even small 
mercies, was, and still is, grateful for them. Comparisons are odious 
especially in the matter of charities. Still there were some who could 
above ^ the temptation of instituting comparison between 
foe degree and kind of humanitarian interest which a free and big 
Power (e.g. Japan) evokes under Nature’s affliction and what a poor, 
subject country like India may be able to excite under similar condi- 
tions. In these days of broadcast “cosmopolitanism”, even charities may 
not always be conceived in the spirit, and controlled by considerations, of 
pure humanitarianism.^ They may be undertaken from a political or 
commercial consideration. But let that pass. While on this point we 
should like, however, to refer to foe very gracious terms in which the 
Lord Mayor of London appealed to “that large-heartedness which is 
8 
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Englaud.^^ After referring to hundreds of small offerings he had been 
touched to receive, the Lord Mayor said — ‘*Here is an opportunity of 
speaking in a language which the Indian people cannot and will not 
misunderstand, a gift we must bring to the altar of understanding and 
friendship. It is not a little but a great gift worthy of us and worthy 
of them.^’ Gracious indeed were the words, but they were also wise. 
The gift was to be brought not simply to the altar of pure Christian 
charity and human brotherhood but also to one of understanding and 
friendship. 

XXVII. Finajstce Member^s Generous Gesture 

On Feb. 14 Kumar Gupteshwar Prasad Singh moved the following 
resolution in the Legislative Assembly (The Leader^s Own Correspond- 
ent at New Delhi began his report by telling that at one time 
during the proceedings no less than seventeen members of the Assembly 
were asleep on the comfortable green benches, and the honours were 
evenly shared as these members belong to almost every group ) — “This 
Assembly recommends to the Governor-General in Council that he may 
be pleased to advance such loan without interest or at a very low rate of 
interest to the Government of Bihar and Orissa as may be required to help 
the reconstruction of Bihar devastated by the recent earthquake^\ Mr. Studd, 
on behalf of the European group, whole-heartedly supported the propo- 
sal for a loan in part at least without interest, and remarked — “It was 
a national calamity, but one bright spot was it had brought about co- 
operation between different classes. By helping Bihar they were hel- 
ping the cause of India.’^ Gracious and wise words again. Sir George 
Schuster on behalf of Government did not on the occasion disclose 
his cards, but he promised to do so iu his Budget speech or even ear- 
lier. He hoped that the lines on which Government proposed to pro- 
ceed would be adequate to meet the needs and commend themselves to 
the House- In his Budget speech (Feb. 27) the Finance Member explained 
the Bihar earthquake relief measures proposed to be taken by the Central 
Government in consultation with the Government of Bihar. Those 
measures included a gift o£ half a crore to the Bihar Government for 
buildings and an additional half crore as loan etc. The total funds 
proposed to be provided were to the tune of 3 crores or more if 
needed. We need not go into details which will be found elsewhere 
in the body of the Register- 

XXVIII. Reconstruction of Bihar 

The task of reconstruction was, and still is, of so gigantic a magni- 
tude that a crore or two from the State Exchequer and a crore or so 
from Relief Funds’ collections all told would still be as a drop in the 
sea. A crore or two might house the Government and the local 
bodies and their schools and hospitals ; within that the railways too 
might resume their normal run. But the making good of damage done 
to private property in building, agricultural land, wells etc, was a 
much bigger and much more complicated job which in any other 
country would have been attempted in a thorougher and more business- 
like way, by both official and lay agencies, than it was done in this 
country. We are referring not merely to funds. India is a poor 
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country* Yet the heart of India has been large. That heart has never 
lacked the milk of human kindness and charity. Even the half-starved 
kishan will readily part with the penny which he badly wants for 
himself to relieve the distress of a fellow- being. With better organi- 
sation and more efiPective methods, more lacs could possibly have been 
raised. But we let alone lacs or even crores, though, of course, the question 
was mainly one of funds. It was a question of organisation and method 
alsm Relief was to be brought primarily where it was most urgently 
needed ; and a new Bihar was to rise out of the ruins of her former 
self. This^ latter task would require both imagination and resourceful- 
ness for its progressive accomplishment. New lines of town-planning 
and village-planning, new methods of agriculture and irrigation, new 
foms of industry, especially cottage industry, were to be conceived 
and^ sought to be progressively materialised. You can do little if you 
b^in with poor funds ; but the little you do spells no good if you set 
about doing it with no ideas and no methods. 

XXIX. Pandit Jawhahlal^s Arrest 

We leave this painful subject with a passing reference to the arrest 
of Ppdit Jawharlal and his conviction (2 years^ S. I.) on a charge of 
sedition^ in Calcutta. The Pandit had thrown himself into Bihar relief 
W(^k TOth his characteristic zeal and thoroughness, and had he been 
suffered to continue in the work, he might have supplied to not an in- 
considerable de^ee what the Bihar operations wanted in point of 
grit and go . His clear and spirited ideas would also have been a 
stroi^ l^ven to make the new loaf of a Bihar remoulded and remo- 
delled. But Governmeut having once gained mastery of the Indian 
political chess-board, were in no mood to take further risks by per- 
mitting themselves to sleep or linger over their “moves’^ Possibly, it 
was feared at some quarters that the Pandit, with his avowed anti-imperi- 
alist and pro-communist bias, might not be quite “safe’' a leader of opera- 
tions which would throw him and the poor Bihar Kishan and mazdoor 
much together. An idea of his grit and go’' may be gathered from 
toe following communication which was received from Monghyr on 
reb. 9. A unique procession of 100 volunteers and 30 representa- 
tives of relief societies and members of central committee with thou- 
sands of citizens with baskets on their heads and pick-axes and shovels 
in their hands headed by Pandit Jawharlal wHl start at noon to-day to 
begin the clearing of debris in poor quarters.” A leader like this 

should not have been snatched away from a work which needed him 
and men like him most. 


XXX. The Budget 

We referred already to the Budget speech of Sir George Schuster. 
Ine revision in postal and telegraph rates was expected to stimulate 
traffic both in letters and telegrams and add to the receipts of that 
department. Enhancement in the rates is not always the shortest or 
surest cut to increased revenue. The proposed excise duty on factory- 
made sugar prowked a good deal of hostile criticism. In proposing the 
excise duty the Finance Member said — “Large profits are being made 
by sugar-manufacturing companies, and the attraction of these profits 
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is so great and factories are being set up so rapidly, that there is 
a real danger of over-production on a scale which may lead to 
very serious reactions both on the noanufacturing industry 
and on the cane growers who rely on itJ’ Now, Bihar is one 
of the important cane-growing and sugar-manufacturing provinces. The 
earthquake practically destroyed the foundations on which the whole 
structure of sugar-growing and sugar-manufacturing in that province 
rested. Seven of the sugar factories were pulled down by the earth- 
quake and two more were seriously damaged. The Finance Member 
was perfectly aware of the materially altered situation as to cane- 
growing and sugar-manufacturing that had been created. The bogey of 
over-production had been laid. Yet he stuck to a decision that had 
been arrived at before the occurrence of the earthquake. 

XXXI. The Spectre of Over-Production- 

That India possessed a considerable and thriving sugar industry is 
so recent a fact that it can be regarded as authentic history. This 
industry, like her indigenous cloth industry, was virtually killed by 
cut-throat foreign competition. If protective walls were needed for 
any Indian industries, they were needed for these. After years of agi- 
tation a measure of protection was at last afforded. Under protection 
Indian sugar was reviving. It was reviving at such an “alarming rate” 
that even Government at last conjured up the spectre of over-produc- 
tion, and European Chambers of Commerce were frightened into fight- 
ing the surcharge duty on import goods. Government chose their 
moment for conjuring the spectre which was particularly unfortunate 
for two reasons. Firstly, because the Indian sugar industry was yet 
in its infancy, and it needed watchful nursing for many more a year. 
Secondly, because the recent Bihar calamity had dealt a blow to it from 
which it would take many years to recover. Sugar under the circumstances 
should have been about the last thing to be touched. “Budgetary 
tightness^^ due to the fall in the import of sugar to which the Finance 
Member referred should have been sought to be relieved not by curb- 
ing Indian sugar but by effecting economies elsewhere' — more particu- 
larly in the Indian Military Bill which has remained practically sacro- 
sanct and inviolable under existing arrangements and will remain so 
under the proposed constitution. At any rate, what the Government 
fear to lose under the head of Customs they should try to make good 
by means and methods less prejudicially affecting the vital key 
industries of the country. 

XXXII. The Case of Bengal 

In his statement the Finance Member dealt with the case of Bengal 
which was piling up deficits at the rate of two crores per annum^^ 
To meet the situation Government provisionally accepted the White 
Paper i^opos^, and by imposing an excise duty on matches, they 
proposed^ to hand over half of the jute export duty to the jute-produc- 
i^ provinces of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and Assam. A proposal of 
this nature, however jast and merciful to Bengal and her near 
neighbours, would not fail to be an occasion for the bubbling up of inter- 
pro vincial jealousies in some form or other, and other provinces might com- 
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plain that they had to pay in order that Bengal might have a share in 
the profits of her monopoly of jute production. The match is an article 
of universal consumption. To make it dearer is to make all India, 
including the very poorest masses, feel the pinch. Of course Bengalis case 
as regards her snatched jute export duty on the one hand and her ‘'deficits 
piling up at the rate of two crores per-annum^^ on the other, was a case 
crying for justice and equity if any case ever cried for them. Yet 
relief need not have been sought in the direction in which it was. The 
fundamental drawback of Indian finance is its many “reservations and 
safeguards^\ It is not in the nature of an organic whole in which all 
parts freely act and react on one another. Some parts will only take 
but will not give. Others have only to give. There is no arrangement 
for a free give and take. Those that take assess their own needs. 
Those that give have not ' their needs assessed by themselves. And 
behind Indian financial policy and Fiscal Convention Whitehall reigns 
supreme. Under a scheme so peculiar as this, there can be very little 
scope either for the whole Indian Budgetary Plant resting on a sound 
and satisfactory basis or for the constituent parts of the Indian budgetary 
system being adjusted in reasonable and mutually accommodating 
manner. A balanced budget without inequities becomes an impossibility 
under such conditions. You have to hit stricken Bihar in a vital part 
(e. g. her sugar) to give her relief. An anaemic Bengal has to be 
revived bv transfusion of the “blood’^ of the other provinces. The 
situation is not likely to improve so long as India is not able to evolve 
a natural kind of financial autonomy. 

XXXIII. lisDiAN Economic Position 

_ The Finance Member however concluded his statement with a 
brilliant survey of the economic position of India. The past years of 
unexampled depression had actually been a period of industrial expan- 
sion. “Iron and steel were working during 1933 at 41 and 75 per cent 
respectively above 1928 capacity. No other country, not even Japan, 
could compare with this. There had been a great development elsewhere 
in sugar etc..- But admittedly the main interest of India was the 
agricultural rather than the industrial problem. In this also the 
Finance Member claimed a distinct improvement... “but there was an 
undoubted danger that the continuance of low prices might leave an 
aftermath of the serious problem of indebtedness^^ We need not follow 
hm further. His closing picture of Indian financial position was aglow 
with the rosy hues of the rising (or setting?) sun. “Its strength challen- 
ges comparison with that of any country in the world and in these 
times of increasing economic nationalism there is no other countiy that 
has brighter prospects or greater potentialities for economic advance 
than India/^ 

XXXIV. Non-Official Budget Criticism 

^ The remarks we have above made represent the lines on which 
criticism was made by most of the non -official members as to the 
budget. We may, still, refer to the actual observations made by some 
of the members. According to Sir Leslie Hudson, leader of the Euro- 
pean group, the budget was not unsatisfactory, but “it would have 
been really a deficit budget but for the raid on the debt redemption 
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fund"’, The cut in salaries to services should not be restored without 
simultaneously affording relief to the tax-payer. The Central Govern- 
ment's measures of financial help to Bihar were generous. Then note 
this remark by Sir Leslie — “While Bengal might feel satisfied over half 
of the jute tax being given her, the rest of India would have the grim 
satisfaction that every time they struck a match it was to help Bengal’". 
Sir Abdur Rahim’s criticism was conceived in a deeper key and it struck 
a note similar to the one underlying our own general criticism of the 
budget policy of the Government of India. We quote at length from 
the Press summary of Sir Abdur Rahim ; — 

“At best he had produced another emergency budget and there was no relief to 
the tax- payer. Perhaps it was the fault of the system of Government in India 
which had to take orders from London. The financial policy of the Government 
of India could not, therefore, be sound. The need of the hour was to increase the 
purchasing power of the people by industrialisation, which was not possible unless 
the Government of India were removed from the vicious circle of having always to 
frame a budget from the expenditure side. It was true that military expenditure 
bad been reduced in recent years from fifty-five to forty-six crores, but 
what had the Government of India done to press India’s case for justice regarding 
capitation charges ? An amount of 170 lakhs did not meet the ends of justice and 
India was entitled to know from Sir George Schuster what steps had been taken by 
the Government of India. Referring to Bengal, Sir Abdur Rahim said that her 
financial difficulties were due not to the terrorists, but to the inequitious Meston 
Settlement against which Governors from Lord Zetland had protested. Bengal 
joined Bombay and other provinces in seeing a more equitable adjustment. In his 
opinion Bengal, which had the monoboly of jute production, deserved the whole of 
the j'ute tax. Concluding, he suggested that the Government of India, while present- 
ing the Central Budget, should give a general picture of the financial position of 
each province so that the House might understand the situation better and avoid 
inter-provincial jealousy.” 

XXXV. Official Reply 

Sir George^" Schuster, in replying to the budget debate, contended 
that ‘the sugar proposals would still leave a margin of profit after 
fixing a fair price for cultivators and consumers. Protection was still 
over 200 Pj, c, ad valorem and India could not export sugar on the 
competitive^basis, but if any export occured, a rebate of duty would 
be granted. The case of no other province was comparable to that of 
Bengal. They could not under the present conditions restore equilibrium 
and the Government of India as their bankers had no other alternative 
but to give them extra income leaving them to fill the remainder of 
the gap. He did not, however, want the province to entertain the hope 
that there were other schemes up their sleeves for help to them”. We 
need not follow -the Finance Member further into the intricacies of the 
labyrinth of Indian finance which is not a natural system governed by 
therlaws of natural economics but a grotesque, and in some respects, 
an arbitrary! growth subject to its own laws or negation of laws. As 
regards the military bill for instance, whilst the Government side 
claimed that reduction in army expenditure had surpassed the expec- 
tions and recommendations of the Inchcape committee, the non-oflficial 
side felt 'faTifrom being satisfied with the extent of the concessions 
made. It was^not simply because these were inadequate, but primarily 
because they were comeasions which military authority in India and 
at home” could see their way to grant at pleasure, and not contribu- 
tionsThat^couldj;be^demanded from the Military Department as a matter 
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of right and equity. That department in its internal economy was 
practically uncontrolled and unregulated by the civil authority. Nor did 
it come^ within the “mischief’^ of such representative institutions 
(legislative Assembly etc. ) as India possessed. The history of the 
military budget showed of course some bends, some ups and downs, in 
its curve. But the representative institutions in India did not feel that 
they were any of the terms involved in the equations determining the 
actual curvature of its curve. The civil authority might tell its 
own secret. 


XXXVI. Indian Defence Policy 

- Indian Defence Policy came up naturally for a great deal of 
criticism in the R.T.C., and it had been assailed by generations of Indian 
publicists previous to that. So long as Dominion Status for India 
used^ to be regarded as beyond the wildest flight of imagination by 
offic^ls and Indian politicians, the Indian National Congress and other 
political bodies would rend the welkin with their piteous cries iu 
compassion for the poor Indian tax-payer and kneel in supplication for 
a crumb or two from the sumptuous table of Indian military supplies. 
But with the goal of Dominion Status coming within the range of 
professed, if not practical, politics, and with the declaration of 1919 
promising responsible government in an increasing measure to India 
a^d later developments prospecting a transition period during which 
the ^ite man^s burden was to be gradually transferred to Indian 
shoulders, the Indian temper and tone in regard to Indian Defence 
Policy as a whole underwent a material alteration. It has been 
contended, and quite justly, that self-government or responsible 
government is a misnomer or even a mockery without India ac- 
tually taKing over the management of her own defence. The Congress 
demand which Mahatmaji placed on the E. T. C. table would not of 
course stop short of the whole military policy and department beina 
placed under Indian legislature and cabinet in the near future. This 
proved too outrageously daring a scheme for the general body of R T C 
delegates to accept It was not practical politics. It was not even ‘in 
the interests of India. Still a formula sufficiently wide and elastic to 
accommodate both the interests of India pd of ftreat Britain was adop- 
ted by which the defence of India was increasingly to be the concern 
^ Indian people. Bat the^ White Paper proposals and the J.P.C. 
Keport did little to translate this accepted principle from the cloud-land 
of pious hopes to the realm of actualities. 


XXXVII. Indianisation 

The first question was of Indianisation. Though an initiative was 
at last taken m respect of the matter of Indianisation, the rate of 
advance was far too slow to raise or sustain a hope that the Army 
completely or even substantially Indianised in the life time 
not of this, but of the rising generation. Except upon a larger and 
more generous scale, it is feared that Indianisation would never be an 
accomplished fact. Some past Committees appointed to thresh out the 

brought about the consummation within 40 or 50 years. But there 
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seems to be no inclination in the quarters of highest authority as 
yet to make the process of Indianisation anything else than a process 
of asymptotic approximation. It is even feared that such approximation 
may not at time be suftered to lower a certain level of British 

“efficiency^^ and encroach upon a certain margin of imperial security. 
But it has never been proved that, given opportunities, Indian men and 
officers can never hope to reach the British standard of efficiency, and 

it has never been contested that in the actual fire of the ordeal, they 

have not been found in the past and will not again be found in the 
future as strong and trusted a bulwark of imperial defence as any 
other body of men in the British Commonwealth of Nations. 

Besides this question of Indianisation, there is the question 

relating to the purpose for which primarily the Indian Army must be 
maintained. Is it for imperial purposes or for the purposes of Indian 
defence ? If it be for the former, then the Empire must shoulder an 
equitable share of the Indian military burden, and further, India must 
be given an equitable share in the determining of imperial military 
policy. A small capitation concession from the Home Government is 
not alone sufficient to meet the ends of justice in this case. If it be 
for the purposes of Indian defence only, then India can be left to cut 
her military coat according to her actual financial and political cloth. 
It is clear that the question of purpose is the key problem which being 
solved other problems such as Indianisation, a proportionate military 
budget, and many other things should admit of an easy solution. 
Many post-mutiny features of military policy and administration in 
India which to-day should strike one as anomalous are likely to 
disappear if that policy and administration be re-inspired by a new 
purpose. The key-note of that new purpose should be responsibility 
and trust. If you do not trust a people with responsibility in their 
defence, you do not really trust them in anything else, But we need 
not enlarge upon this, 

XXXVIII. Cotton Protection Bill 

Leaving this matter, we come to another which caused not a little 
stir in the legislature— we mean the Indian Tariff Amendment (Cotton 
Protection) Bill. On March 14, the Bill was referred to a Select Com- 
mittee. The problem of imposing protective duty on cotton textile 
etc. is, as Sir Joseph Bhore admitted, a problem of great complexity. 
But it may again be pointed out that the exceptional degree of the 
complexity^ of the problem is attributable in no small measure 
to the vicious circle^^ in which Indian industry has so long been 
imprisoned. The fate of ludian industry is not woven mainly on 
Indian looms. India supplies no doubt the “raw materiaF^ But the 
threads of her industrial destiny can neither be made nor woven in^o 
shape by her, Let us waive this fundamental point, however. We 
quote a few lines from the Press summary of Sir Joseph Bhore^s speech 

although the progress of the industry under protection during the 
past years had not been very satisfactory, it had been notable, which 
justified the continuance of the protection. The reason why the recommenda- 
tions of the Tariff Board could not be given eftect to in their entirety was 
the conclusion of the Indo* Japanese Trade Agreement and the Mody 
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Clare-Lees Pact. The fixation of quota in the Tndo- Japanese Trade 
Agreement reduced Japanese competition, and the Mody-Lees Pact 
dealt with competition of the next competitor, namely; the United 
Kingdom.^^ The Commerce Member then proceeded to explain why 
Government had accepted the Bombay-Lancashire Pact. But we need 
not follow him there. It was a pact between Bombay Millowners' 
Association and Lancashire. Now, the first party to the Agreement 
was no doubt an important and influential body, but as Mr. N. M. 
Joshi rightly observed, it was wrong in principle for the Government 
to accept au agreement entered into by private organisations, one in 
Lancashire and the other here, because Indians tariff policy could legi- 
timately be dictated by one body alone, namely, the Legislature. By 
accepting the Pact, Government had deprived the Legislature of its 
rights, and the Commerce Dept, had, in the same breath, abdicated its 
function. Mr. K. C. Neogy challenged the right of the Bombay Mill- 
owners to speak for and negotiate on behalf of the whole Indian 
textile industry in view of the fact that other provinces were creating 
their industries ministering to their own textile needs, and Bombay 
which had already lost its monopoly in the industry could not be given 
monopoly of voice in any bargain sought to be made with an out- 
sider. Mr. B. Das characterised the Pact as anti-national, and con- 
tended that little heed had been paid to the interests of the handloom 
weavers. Members asked what India would get in reality for the 25 
p. c. preference given to Lancashire. Was it a price paid to buy the 
good-will of all-powerful Lancashire in the matter of the Indian cons- 
titutional reforms ? Was it sound policy to make economic concessions 
^ substantial kind for the purpose of securing shadowy political 
ends ? Was there any guarantee forthcoming from mighty Lancashire 
that it^ would throw its weight on the side of the Indian Dependency 
when it should claim equality of status with other parts of the British 
Empire ? Was the Imperial preference given to Lancashire in the 
nature of a free gift, or was it something “wrested^^ from India because 
she was not yet able to guard her own tariff* walls ? These were some 
of the questions raised in the course of the debate. Of course the 
Commerce Alember might say that the Government had only provision- 
al accepted the Pact subject to 'Vatification^^ by the House. But this 
House ^ was not yet what such *‘Houses^^ are in the democratic 

as it was, it was possible for the 
omcial block to carry the Ottawa Agreement through and also 
? which were not exactly hailed with a chorus of 

hallelujah in the^ country. And would the Government take their 
hands oft a business upon which Simla and Whitehall had made 

HP minds, but in which they happened to lack the backing of 
their Indian Legislature ? 

X X XIX. Princes^ Protection Bill 

^Gxt legislative item of importance was the Princes’ Protection 
ijill. Non-ofiScial members that is to say, the progressivist elements 
amongst them questioned the advisability ^*of enacting a drastic legis- 
latmn which sought to encroach upon th e fundamental and ordinary 
rights of association and expression of opinion on public matters by 
9 



63 THE ANNUAL REGISTER [ jAnuam ’64- 

citizens living under a civilised Q-overnment/^^ It was contended that 
the effect of Clause (3) would be a substitution of executive action 
for judicial procedure. Clause (5) of the Bill which empowered Magis- 
trates to prevent associations etc. was in fact very different from Sec. 
144 Crininal Procedure Code on which it was supposed to have been 
modelled. 144 Cr. P. C. sought to secure peace only under a certain 
emergency by means of summary triah And a very pertinet question 
was asked by Mr. K. C, Neogy—^Now that the Paramount Power 
through its mouthpiece, the Government of India, has come to seek the 
help of this legislature for the proper discharge of their obligations, is 
this House not entitled to ask what the Government will do to dis- 
charge their corresponding and equally solemn obligations to the States^ 
people V Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer said — “As the Federation was in 
eight, we should strongly support the measure which ^ would go 
a long way in enlisting the Princes^ sympathy for joining the 
Federation.'^^ But Was Federation in sight, and was it Earthly 
Paradise ? 


XL, Sib Harry on the Bill 

Sir Harry Haig, in replying to the debate, claimed that the Bill 
was in part very definitely required in the interest of British India, 
as movement of Jathas stirred up feeling in British territory, and obvi- 
ously, it was in the interest of States as well that such a movement 
should not develop and be directed against their admiai8tration^\ It 
was, therefore, immaterial whether or not the States had made a formal 
request for legislation. It would have been a different matter if the 
States had been actually opposed to the legislation. As regards the 

proposed measure and Sec. 144 between which a comparison 

had been made. Sir Harry Haig observed — “Sir Abdur Rahim 

had put the case with moderation, but Sir Abdur's angle of vision was 
different from ours. We, with an executive mind, believe in preven- 
tion, while Sir Abdur preferred, ‘let the offence be committed, and 
then punish it’ The official case was not that the measure was one 
of emergency. If it had been, it would have been included in the 
Ordinance Law. Such powers had existed for twelve years under the 
old Press Law.” Replying to the criticism that the powers which the 
Bill proposed to confer on District Magistrates were too wide, which 
they could not be expected to exercise intelligently in all cases, the 
Home Member put in a vigorous defence for ‘the man on the spot,” 
who would naturally be fully aware of what was happening in his own 
district or across the border (that is, in a State adjoining his districtX 
BO there was every reasonable aasurauce that his judgment would be 
based on knowledge. Besides, the proposed powers could only be 
exercised in districts to which the Local Government had applied the 
Sections of the Act by previous Notification, Referring to the sugges- 
tion that under the provisions of the Act even Conferences of States’ 
subjects might be prohibited, Sir Harry remarked --“I think that the 
suggestion could only be made by those who believe that th^ executive 
acts always in a moat arbitrary manner and without regard to the prO' 
viBiona of the kw/’ 
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XLI. Press Sections of the Bill 

We do not propose to follow the course of the Bill when it came 
to be discussed clause by clause. Some of the hottest battles the 
issue of which was, however, foregone were fought round the 
Sections of the B.ll. The Home Member assured that Government had 
no intention to penalise well-conducted and honest papers. body 

had ever accused them of entertaining such intentions. Government 
had always discriminated between what they considered honest and 
well-conducted and what they did not so consider, in journalism and 
other things, including even Swadeshi. The scale of discrimination 
again had not been uniform in all the provinces. Possibly because a 
rigidly uniform scale would not suit the varying requirements of the 
provinces. Where the Indian publicist would join issue with the 
Government was not that, but it was the latter^s definition of honesty 
and good behaviour. But let us pass ou. It had been suggested also 
that any State could ban the entry of any papers it did not like, and 
that as a matter of fact, some of the States had been banning 
some of the oftending papers. So the proposed Bill was unnece- 
ssary. But the Home Member reminded the House that Indian 
India had no Chinese Wall around it to keep it secluded from poli- 
tical and other influences of British India, and that “materials^^ were 
practically the same on either side of the border. An wave of poli- 
tical or economic earthquake which had its epicentre in British India, 
would easily cross the frontier and work mischief in Indian India, and 
vice versa. 

XLIL Matters of Moment 

Now we leave the Legislative Hall and take a rapid survey of some 
matters of moment outside. The month of April opens with a move by 
some of the Congress leaders headed by Dr, Ansari to revive the 
Swaraj Party. It was stated that a letter was received by Mr. Munshi 
from Mahatma Gandhi in which the opinion was expressed that the 
decisions of the Poona Conference could not be altered till an honour- 
able settlement was arrived at with the Government but that “those 
who wished to chalk out a supplementary programme should do so, and 
that Gandh ji would welcome it^^ The object of the proposed party 
was of course to fight the Assembly elections on the Congress ticket. 
The Congress had been for some time past practically a defunct orga- 
nisation, which, however, did not mean that its influence in the country 
was dead or even on the wane. The proposed Swaraj party was there- 
fore naturally anxious to receive the blessings of Mahatma Gandhi on 
a venture which had so long been taboo. They should not even appear 
to revolt from the Congress. Congress prestige in the country was still 
so great that no revolting” party would have a chance in the electi- 
ons. This decision of a section of Congressmen to enter legislatures 
was welcome even to non-official Assembly quarters. The opposition 
to the Assembly had been hopelessly weak since the time the old 
Swaraj Party had severed its connection with it, and the whole posi- 
tion had been disreputable. The Assembly had ceased to reflect the 
opinion in the country. Now the return of the Congress party would of 
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course change the whole position. The legislature would be more re- 
presentative in character, and the Government side would be denied the 
habitual delight of an easy walk-over in respect of whatever matter it 
chose to bring forward. On April 1, the Leaders^ Conference un- 
animously decided to send a deputation to Mahatma Gandhi to consult 
him on the issues and seek his approval. 

XLIII. Ganbhiji^s Statement 

On April 7, Mahatma Gandhi issued a Statement to the Press on 
the issue before the country. The Statement, as he told us, was the 
result of “an intense introspection, searching of the heart and waiting 
upon God^^ It carried with it reflection upon no single individual. 
It was an admission of his own limitations. ‘T was Blind. Though 
the Statement will be found reproduced in full elsewhere, it was so 
important that some portions of it deserve incorporation in the Intro- 
duction itself. After stating that he had been blind so as not to see 
some of the weaknesses manifesting themselves in some unexpected 
quarters in the conduct of the Satyagraha Movement, Gandhiji proceeded 
to say: — 

“Blindness in a leader is unpardonable. I saw at once that I must 
for the time being remain the representative of civil resistance in 
action. During the informal conference week at Poona in July last, 
I had stated that while many individual civil resisters would be wel- 
come, even one was sufficient to keep alive the message of Satya- 
graha. Now after much searching of the heart, I have arrived at the 
conclusion that in the present circumstances only one, and that myself and 
no other, should for the time being bear the responsibility of civil 
resistance if it is to succeed as a means of achieving Puma Swaraj. 

“I feel that the masses have not received the full message of Satya- 
graha owing to its adulteration in the process of transmission. It 
has become clear to me that spiritual instruments suffer in their 
potency when their use is taught through non-spiritual media. Spiritual 
messages are self-propagating. The reaction of the masses throughout 
the Harijan tour has been the latest forcible illustration of what I 
mean. The splendid response of the masses has been spontaneous. 
The workers themselves were amazed at the attendance and the fervour 
of vast masses whom they had never reached. Satyagraha is a purely 
spiritual weapon. It may be used for what may appear to be mundane 
ends and through men and women who do not understand its spiritual 
(ends), provided the director knows that the weapon is spiritual. 

“Everyone cannot use surgical instruments. Many may use them if 
there is an expert behind them directing their use. I claim to be 
Satyagraha expert in the making. I have need to be far more careful 
than the expert surgeon who is complete master of his science. 1 am 
stfll a humble searcher. The very nature of this science of Satyagraha 
precludes the students from seeing more than the step immediately iu 
front of him. 

‘The introspection promoted by the conversation with the Ashram 
inmatea has led me to the conclusion that I must advise all Congress^ 
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men to suspend civil resistance for Swaraj as 

resumed by others in my life-time only under my direction 

arises claiming to know the science better than_ I do and 

fidence. I give this opinion as the author and instigator of batyagraua- 

Henceforth, therefore, all who have been impelled to civil resistance tor 

Swaraj under my advice directly given or indirectly 

desist from civil resistance. I am quite convinced that this is the oesr 

course in the interest of Indians fight for freedom. 

‘T am in deadly earnest about this greatest of weapons at 
the disposal of mankind. It is claimed for^ Satyagraha tMt i is 
a complete substitute for violence or war. It is designed, tbererore, 
to reach the hearts both of the so-called terrorists and the 
rulers who seek to root out the terrorists'^ by emasculating the 
whole nation. But the indifferent civil resistance of many, grand 
has been in its results, has not touched the hearts either of the 
**terrorists^^ or the rulers. Unadulterated Satyagraha must touch the 
hearts of both. To test the truth of the proposition, Satyagraha needs 
to be confined to one qualified person at a time/^ 

Gandhiji asked the civil resisters “to learn the art and the beauty 
of self-denial and voluntary poverty^^. They must engage^ themselves 
in nation-building activities — the spread of khaddar, promotion of com- 
munal amity, removal of untouchability etc. “Let it be understood that 
civil resistance is for those who know and perform the duty of volun- 
tary obedience to law and authority^\ In making the above recommen- 
dation, Gandhiji made it clear that he was by no means usurping the 
function of the Congress, but that he was merely giving his advice. 


XLIV. Dr, Ansabi's Statement 

Dr. Ansari Issued a Statement on the parley of the Swaraj Party 
with Mahatma Gandhi at Patna. In the course of the Statement it was 
said — “With his characteristic generosity he has cordially welcomed the 
revival of the Swaraj party and has endorsed the decisions of the 
Delhi conference to take part in the forthcoming elections to the 
Assembly. Although his own opinion regarding the utility of legislatures 
remains what it has always been, he considers it the right and duty of 
Congressmen who are not offering civil resistance and who believe in 
work in legislatures to prosecute the programme which they believe to 
be in the interest of the country. He goes even further and promises at 
all times to render assistance to the Swarajya party as lies in his power 
to give. 

“This whole-hearted and spontaneous support of Mahatma Gandhi 
has happily removed all chances of opposition and division within the 
Congress. It has further made certain the cooperation and coordination 
of different groups of Congressmen. I feel confident that with the re- 
vival and reorganisation of the Swarajya Party and the placing of a 
practical effective and dynamic programme of work before the Congress 
and the country, it will be possible not only to remove the political 
inertia and sullen discontent among the intelligentsia and the people, 
but also to demonstrate that in our campaign against the dual policy 
of the Government, namely, repeal of repressive laws and rejection of 
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the White Paper constitution, along with the placing of the national 
demand, we have the entire support of the whole country behind U 3 . 
Apropos the national demand, I must state that an agreed communal 
settlement is an important and integral part of the demand. The Swara- 
jya party would make achievement of communal unity the most impor- 
tant part of its programme and would naturally endeavour to utilise 
every available means to achieve it. I have not the slightest doubt 
about the genuineness of Mr. Jinnah^s efforts to bring about unity, 
but I cannot help feeling that there is room for improvement in his 
formula to 'make it acceptable to every group among the Mussalmans 
as well as among the sister communities/^ 

XLV. A. L C. 0. Meeting at Patna 

The Government accepted, and they acted wisely in doing so, the 
challenge of the Ranchi decisions by which some Congressmen had 
determined to set up a machinery within the Congress for the purpose 
of contesting elections to the legislatures. Government on their side deci- 
ded not to prolong the life of the Assembly. They would not stand in 
the way of elections coming in due course. The Ranchi decisions were 
naturally sought to be approved by a meeting of the All-India 
Congress Committee at Patna in May. Mahatma Gandhi actively 

participated. The Resolution passed by the A. I. C. C. appointed 
Pandit Malaviya and Dr. Ansari to form a Board, with the latter 
as President, called the Congress Parliamentary Board, consisting of not 
more than 25 Congress members to run and control the elections to the 
legislatures, the Board to be subject to the control of the A. I. C. C. 
Mahatma Gandhi in the course of his reply to the debate made it clear 
that the resolution did not want those who did not believe in legisla- 
tures to change their opinion and advocate the cause of Council -entry, 
but as some Congressmen believed that they could render service 
through the Councils, the A. I. C. C. resolution permitted them 
to do so. He himself had no faith in the Council programme. By the 
terms of the resolution only Congressmen could be selected as candi- 
dates. And as Gandhiji explained it would not be proper to transform 
the entire A. I. C. C. into an election board, because in that case the 
entire Congress became a Council party. “The real strength of the Con- 
gress^^ said the Mahatma, “will come only through civil disobedience and 
constructive programme^\ The Parliamentary Board should have the same 
autonomy as the All-India Spinners^ Association except that, as Council 
work involved political matters, the A. I. C. C. would exercise the 
wght of developing ideas on which the Council work should proceed. 
Babu Sri Prakash and Acharya Narendra Dev moved a Socialist amend- 
ment to the main resolution recommending the adoption of the socialist 
p^gramrne. But the amendment was not carried. It was Questioned 
whether in view of the past decisions of the full and open Congress 

mey could change their plan of operations in some of their essentials. 

But the A. I. C. C. gave a line clear to the Parliamentary Board, 

session was to be called in October- 
1 here were various other matters of moment in various other 

spheres of Indian interest, but we shall not take up them for narrower 

Inspection, They will be found in their places in the Register. 
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XLVI. Conclusion 

In concluding the Introduction we take leave of politics and once 
more invite the attention of all serious men and women to the very 
foundations upon which alone a stable and noble structure of Indian 
Nationalism can be raised. An idea of what we mean may be gathered 
from the following reprint of cuttings from two articles we recently 
contributed to Amrita Bazar Patrika (Jan. 23rd and March 5, 1935) : — ' 
“Our vital centres are not dead : they are only in a state of 
suspended animation. Possibly it is a swoon which is helping India to 
recuperate and refill her depleted energies. The veneer of exotic cul- 
ture is acting as a blister to provoke a vital reaction. It is the upper 
WaniMsacrificial wood) which by its friction is helping to kindle the 
inner ‘aranP. So it has its use in the vital economy of India living out 
of her being again. In the phraseology of Indian wisdom the inner 
sattawa^ of Indian being benumbed under the accumulated dead weight 
of tamas'^ is now being released into renewed activity under the 
rajasika^ impact of an alien civilisation. 

‘ But whilst the foreign blister is helpful in a way, its random appli- 
cation where it should be applied or its reckless continuance where its 
use is no longer indicated or called for, is not unattended with grave 
risk. In a case of radium cure radiations are useful only within limita« 
It is su^ly not the case ^ of ‘*the more the merrieri\ The most vitally 
useful eflect of the foreign blister is to produce an explosive expan- 
sion, So far as this explosion may be rendered into a release of the 
a^ested, inhibited vital centres and their consequent bid for freedom 
of action ; in other words, so far as this process means a release and 
thawing of the deeper springs of life, it is helpful. But where and to 
the extent the explosion tends to explode and destroy the vital centres 
themselves and not simply remove the blocks arresting the course of 
their free, healthy action, it is harmful. As in the case of the healing 
art, so here there is every likelihood of a given curative agent proving 
useful within limits and harmful when exceeding those limits. The blister 
must therefore be applied with wisdom and care. The past history of 
the import and use of the foreign blister in India docs not show «iS 

mnrp Wisdom or care. The process was governed 

more by considerations of surface needs-by political convenience and 

things-than by coLideration of e deep^ 

needs of Indian education and fulfilment. ^ 

“It has not been productive of results of unmixed or even nrenon- 

eooV°TlfA°^i productive of more evil than 

fho ' classes and the masses, the womanhood and the manhood 

fo norfll and^^lhrhoS^: 

qZTy orTn quantS TV Tu- 

„ . ^ . j quantity, xhe so-called intelligentsia and neonlepi livinrr in 

others have been more® prejudicially affSted fhaS 

have noJbTco^mr les^aS leJs ^trd de-lndianised. They 

haTb I cosmopdita? “Yo^ung IndT®of mXr Tex 

‘Xdidst a delation that in its present feverish bid for 

moaermsm u is leaving behind only what is of antiquated, worn-out^ 
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vanquished value, and makinj]: a dash for not only what is the newest 
and latest but also the fittest and best* 

“It is also well to bear in mind that in spite of all the diversity of 
races, religions and languages in India, there subsists a unity of a very 
fundamental kind which is not simply geographical unity or a political 
one due to our all having to serve a common master. There is such 
a thing as a common Bharata Dharma or Indian Culture, of which 
the various creeds and sects are but so many differing Component 
expressions. They are but differing notes of one grand, beautiful 
Symphony. Even the Indian Mussalman and ^the Indian Parsee, 
not to speak of the Sikh, Jain, Buddhist and “Animist" — live, move 
and have their being in a common vital plenum of Indian Culture. It 
is wise to recognise and emphasise the community of the deeper, 
fundamental interests, material and spiritual, of all Indians as Indians ; 
and it is unwise to set them by their communal ears as we have been 
doing now. 

“But this brings into prominence the need for defining, classifying and 
interpreting as clearly as possible Bharata Dharma or Indian Culture. 
Of course there are different lines of approach to this central Problem. 
The Hindu will do well to make his approach along his line. And so 
others. The important thing is to make the most effective approach. 
Such approach is convergent, not divergent. Until we are able to reach 
down to our “vital centrea^^ and re-establish “our^^ connections with 
them, we shall never know what we are about in politics or in education 
or in anything else. Till then we are only the dead frog galvanised. 

“We have spoken of Bharata-Dharma or Indian Culture, its Seed 
and Soil Factors, its common Idea and Form and their differing 

component expressions. All varieties of racial aud cultural plants, 

some of them originally exotic, are now acclimatized in India and bear 
a common stamp of distinctive Indian pattern or type. To use another 
figure, they have a common Mother India, adopted in some cases, 
Who has nursed them by the milk of Her own breast. By that milk 
of Light and Love their bone and flesh, material as well as cultural, 
have formed. The Indian Hindu, Mussalman, Sikh, Buddhist and 
others have thus been fellows in a common Indian Nursery. Their 
affinities are more vital and fundamental than their divergences. This 
is so even in their Keligion. In fact the affinity is the deepest in 
Religion. For religion in the sense of Dharma is one, though creeds 

and sects are many. By the Seed Power of India the divergent creeds 

and sects, which collide elsewhere, have tended to coalesce in their 
kernel of spirit without having to discard their differing husk of form. 
It is not only by the deeper affinities of Sufism and other mystic cults 
^at the Indian Mussalman has felt his spiritual contact with the Hindu. 
Pointe of contact have also been established in several matters of 
social behaviour^ and cultural form. The mortal remains of Kabir, the 
great Indian Saint, were claimed by both. This was emblematic of the 
true spiritual brotherhood of the two. 

Kaw they had found the common milk and sap of their inner 
above the dust storms of communal passion and sectarian 
prejudices, and behold how religions and cultures, in their serene alti- 
teoes, blend into a harmony of Light and Love^ Yearning and Endea- 



—JUNE ^34 ] 
vour. 


INDIA IN HOME POLITY 


vour. ^ It has ever been^ the special function of Bharata — Bharata- 
bhakti"“to raise all warring elements out of their chaos of conflict 
confusion and vouchsafe to them a vision of peace and bcurmony. 
let no particular element has been required to sacrifice its individua- 
lity. Ji/ach note, each tune has been not only sufiFered but encouraged 
to remain as such. Only it is to obey the rule of proportions and 
u ness or things. It is to be pure, accommodating, melodious. It is not 
to jar and jam, impose and interfere. The Seed Power of Iridia has 
nowhere been so manifest as in the way the Indian Miissalman has 
not only approached the sjmrit but mastered the form of Indian classi- 
cal Music-the Eagas and Raginis. He has of course contributed his 
own expression to some of them. But this is as it should be. And 
Tf 4. that Music is the most vital of the vital springR of life. 

lodiaQ Mussalmao could “drink"^ together at this 

compelling reason that they must 
drp of shadowy communal gains in a desert of commoii, 

1 influences have been at work. 

Tnriia tar^A nornaal functioninji; of her own Power, 

aSReS;/ “ SynthfiMH of Racea 
emohasif and’ Cultures. The West, with its material over- 
way has been tn has proved a pulverisor. Its 

are screened StafF^r^nnif^'i^^ internationalism. Its open peace conferencen 
evaneelic for demn,,' 9 ^' “setmgs for war. Even its “inismons" aro 
Christianity— one of'fho bombing. Yet there is lip profession to 

visions S the East! beautifullest Form of the .Soul 

her manrd?v?rglfrlL^"li;‘^?°°‘^^ is abroad: •hero also. Tn spifo of 

able to forge fundamental Ihik^^’ tr,^h languages, India was 

them. The cement in the deeoer ^ increasingly harmonise 

stress of surface divergeneJ and dw 

links are snapping the cemenf i K the fundamental 

of political, economic or social 

’Unity” our souls are losino- lips are crying 

Federations”, our hearts are t ® planning 

Love. Our patriotism is selfishness I'<'jlf>wship born of 

counter-manoeuvring one another^”^^^'^ ’ "ntionalism conunu- 

Power S''£ra‘trVa?sh^‘^ To*ima?®“*"^"“*® 

that strife in the present sense ?s imagining, 

like the delusion that arming, fnl and snare. It i„ 

war. What makes for Life is nnf insurance aga5n?<t 

flesh but fight against the Leed ot otf'®'*”' 

of life. The mystical East was imnrtoH^ ^ *®i ’''**'‘*1 I'sluefl 

because, till lately, she did not “i dreamer of dreams 

dragon on land, the dreadnaught ^and inhrv!^^ sixteen-itK-her 

the aerial asphyxiating demon in the Sv^^QS Water and 

by which Spirit gains masSl dreaming of tho 

w® omaocipation and freedom^ o*f “"p ”1 victory 
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shaken from their ^dream”, and commenced Life in the true 

Eastern, particularly Indian, sense is fac«t becoming an archaeological 
specimen. It is not because that Life has been or can be “cornered^^ 
and is ceasing to live. It is because we in our hypnotic hysteria and 
slaving somnambulism have turned our back upon Life and dashing 
headlong into the abysmal pit of the common crater of the cataclysmic 
volcano on which the West now stands and is pulling all the world 
down into a common destruction by fire and brimstone. 

‘*This headlong plunge into a common destruction and perdition is 
called “moving with the times^^ It is “progress^^ To keep or try to 
keep one's feet in this senseless rush is to “vegetate", to lag behind. 
All this means not only myopia but total loss or perversity of vision. 

“Yet this is not a note of Despair. The myopia or the blindness is 
not yet organic. It is still a superimposed phenomenon. It can be 
cured. In the Ancient Wisdom of India we are instructed . The Face 
of Truth is hidden in a Gold Vase with a covering lid. O Pushan, 
have the lid removed that we may be vouchsafed a Vision of the True 
Norm — Satya Dharma. Can we to-day wring out of our very souls 
a sigh, an yearning for this ?" ( Specially contributed by Prof, 

Pramathanath Makhopadhya . ) 
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23. The Honourable Rai Baha- 

dur Lala Ramsaran Das 


24. The Honourable Sardar 

Buta Singh 

25 . The Honourabt.e Khan Baha- 

dur Ohaudri Muhammad 
Din 

26 . The Honourable Nawab Sahib- 

ZADA Sayad Sir Mohammad 
Meitr Shah 

27 . The Honourable Rai Bahadur 

Rapha Krishna Jalan 

28 . The Honourable Baja Baghu- 

NANDAN Prasad Singh 

29 . The Honourable Mr. Hossain 

Imam 

30. The Honourable Mr. V. V. 

Kalikar 

31 . The Honourable Srijut He- 

ramba Prosad Barua 

32 . The ITonourable Me. P. C. D. 

CHARI; 

33. Tine Honourable Mr. J. B. 

Glass 


Proceedings of the Council 

Budget Session — New Delhi — 8th. February to 27th. April 1934 

The Budp:et Session of the Council of State opened at New Delhi on the 8th. 
February 1934 with the Hon’ble Sir Mancchji Dadabhoy in the chair. There were 
Kood many visitors including ladies in the galleries. 

After the new members were sworn in, the Reserve Bank Bill and the Imperial 
Bank Amendment Bill which were passed by the Assembly were laid on the table. 

A resolution expressing sympathy for the earthquake sufferers was adopted. The 
House then adjourned. 


Non- OFFICIAL Besolutions 

10th. FEBRUARY :~The Council discussed non-official resolutions when it mot 
to-day for over an hour. 

The Khaddar Protection Bill as passed by the Assembly was laid on the table. 

Rai Bahadur Jagadish Prasad moved a resolution seeking to increase substan- 
tially the percentage of recruitment of Indians to the Indian Civil Service with 
a view to secure the Indianisation of I. C. S. within a measurable distance of time. 

The Hon, Mr, Jagadish Banerjee moved an amendment stressing the necessity of 
recruitm^ent of Indian members of the Indian Civil Services in the superior posts 
oj the Government of India Secretariat. Mr. Banerjee complained that the pace of 
indiamsation of the Indian Civil Service had been unsatisfactory since 1923 and 

support of his contention. 

mt. NalleU, Home Secretary, replying, asserted that since the recommendations 
Commission ^ regarding the recruitment of the Indians iu the Indian 
Service in proportion to fifty-fifty were accepted by the Government, due 
enect had been given to them. He hopea that within a short time more Indians 
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would be recruited, but so far as selection of Indian membeis of the Indian Civil 
Service in the Government of India Secretariat was ""f 

had to be paid to qualification of merit and experience of the .. .un 

The resolution was withdrawn, in view of the sympathetic attitude of the 

Gov6riiDi€iit. The House then adjourned to February lo, 

Kesekve Bank Bill 

13 tli FEBRUARY:— A very important point of order was raised by the Hon. Mr. 
S in the Council^wheS Mr. J. S Taylor, Finance SecreUry moved 

the Reserve Bank Bill as reported by the Joint Committee and as passed by the 
Assembly be taken into consideration. Mr. Hossain Imam contended that afcord- 
ine to the Standing Order 42 of the Indian Legislative Kules a Joint Oommittoe of 
both the Chambers of the Central Legislature ought to have been called by tho 
PresidGnt of tho Upper Chamber but as it was done otherwise^ the J:\ieporfc oi tno 
Joint Committee was vitiated and it could not be proceeded with. ... 

The President held that it was an important point but not sustainable. He gave 
no reasoning for this and the discussion of the Bill continued. 

JjoXd Ramsdrati Pds^ Beader of the Opposition, complained that the BharoholdorB 
scheme was forced down the throats of the Indians, adequate Indian direc- 
torate was not ensured, the question of ratio was not settled and tho Legis- 
lature or the provincial councils had no voice in the control of the manaf^- 
ment of the Bank. He held that the creation of the bank was inopportune before the 
Indian budgetary position had been assured. . , 

The Hon’ble Mr. Hossain Imam, criticised the Bill at length and reviewed me 
Government of India’s currency and exchange policy. He also^ emphasised that 
devaluation of the rupee was urgently needed. The House then adjourned. 

14th. FEBRUARY : — 8yed Hossain Imam, to-day, resuming the debate, urged that tho 
Indian Legislature be recoguised as the supreme body to amend its laws concerning 
the Reserve Bank. As regards shareholding, he feared that the capitalists of Bom- 
bay and Calcutta would purchase all the shares to the detriment of shareholderfl 
in other centres. Therefore, he suggested a provision to prevent tho transfer of 
shares frona one register ^ to another. Proceeding, Syed Hosain Imam craphasisod 
that besides representatives of shareholders and equal number of members 
representing public bodies like the Chambers of Commerce. Co-operative Banks etc. 
be on the management, sent through electoral colleges. He also insisted on a gold 
standard reserve to liquidate any loss accruing from silver. 

Sir Hormusji ^ Mehta, supporting the consideration of the Bill, attributed the 
present fall of prices to excess production, and drew attention to the experiment 
in America. This was not the time for India to think of changing tho ratio. 

Sir N. Choksy warmly supported the motion for consideration, while Mohammed 
Padshah considered that a Central Bank for India was ono of the most important 
measures on which the handing over of financial responsibility depended, 

^ Sir David Devadoss thought that the shareholders’ scheme was sound because 
interference ^ the Secretary of State would be considerably less than if it were a 
State Bank. He did not entertain any fear. 

Jfr. ^ R, Taylor replying dispelled several fears and doubts raised during tho 
debate. He assu^d that the Reserve Bank would not only look after the interest 
of the Central Government, but it would only be too glad to do anything which 
would improve the credit of local Governments when they became autonomous. 
Healing with political influence Mr. Taylor stressed on the kind of interpretation 
put on it in India, They should not visualize every political inflaence to bo synony- 
mous with a certain type of national aspirations. Referring to tho Short Term 
Credit, the Finance Secretary informed that they had succeeded in refunding 170 
crores recently and they had also built up external credit to the value of fifty per 
cent, of their obligations. ^ ^ 

adjournS^the adopted the motion for consideration and tho President 

fh. second reading on the Eeserve Bank Bill was passed in 

the Oouncu to-day, whi(* was in session for one hour and forty minutes. 

BifinfH mnvSi non-official Members to improve the Bill through many amond- 
meuta moved by Mr. Jagadvsh Banerjee and Rai Bahadnr Lala, ^Mathura 
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Prasad Mehrotra proved of no avail. Excepting certain verbal alterations made by 
the oflScial benches, the Bill remained unchanged as passed by the other house. 
rpVi Ark /I rman f a mn 17 hv Mr. Jaaadish Baneriee related to the inelnHien a-f 


3 omcial bencnes, me ±>111 remaiueu ae t'aoacia uj uua utuci: auuse. 

The amendments moved by Mr. Jagadish Banerjee related to the inclusion of 
indigeneous banking institutions among the scheduled banks of Reserve Bank and 
lo\vering the value of rupee in terms of sterling. 

Speaking on the third reading of the Bill, Mr. F, F, Kalikar thought that the 
establishment of the Reserve Bank at the present moment was inadvisable as 
India’s export surplus had not yet been restored and its budgetary position was 
not satisfactory. He complained that there was nothing in the Bill which would 
help the agriculturists even after the Bank was brought into existence. The House 
then adjourned. 


Railway BuoaET for l934”-35 

17th. FEBRUARY The Hon’ble Sir Guthrie Russell, Chief Commissioner of 
Railways, in presenting the Railway Budget for 1934-35 iu the Council of State said 

I cannot claim that the results of this and last year are all that can be desired 
from the point of view of tne taxpayer, but I hope to be able to prove to the satisfac- 
tion of the Council that not only are the results of this year likely to be consider- 
ably better than of last year but that the prospects for next year are such as to 
encourage at least a spirit of restrained optimism, 

Our actual gross earning during 1932-33 were 85.62 crores against 86.50 crores 
forecasted in our revised budget estimate for the year. The decrease on our forecast 
was entirely due to taking too optimistic a view of our traffic receipts. The result 
is that there is a loss in working for the year 1932-33 of 10.23 crores. This loss 
has been met by a temporary loan from the Depreciation Fund, which leaves a 
balance of about 12 crores in that fund. 

In placing the budget estimate for 1933-34 before the Council, I estimated our 
traffic receipts at 88.25 crores and our working expenses, including appropriation 
to the Depreciation Fund, at 63.10 crores, giving a profit on the analogy of 
Company-owned Railways, or net earning of 25,15 crores. I may say that, up till 
2 or 3 weeks ago, we had every hope that our anticipations, both of earnings and 
working expenaes, would prove to be correct. Our weekly returns had shown a 
steady increase in our gross earnings, as compared with last year, and there seemed 
to be no reason to anticipate that our working expenses would exceed our 
estimates. 

About 3 weeks ago, however, we had a set back, and our traffic as compared 
with last year for one week dropped by about 8 lakhs. Admittedly, the returns 
for the following weeks have shown a welcome revival, but this set back has been 
a warning that the barometer of railway earnings is not yet set fair, and we have 
therefore, considered it advisable to place our earnings for this financial year at 
half a crores less than our original estimate. This is actually about two and one- 

fourth crores more than our earnings for the previous year. 

The increase in this year’s earnings has been entirely under goods, and we 
now expect the receipts from this traffic to be about three and half crores or 6 
per cent, better than last year. This increase is general to all commodities and it 
gives an indication that there are fair prospects of a revival in trade. Uniortun- 
ately our passenger earnings do not show the same upward tendency, and we 
estimate that they will be about 1 crore or 4 per cent., less than they were last 
year. 1 think it ma^ be taken as a generally accepted fact that goods earnings 

react quicker to a revival of trade than passenger earnings and there is every hope 

that, as trade further improves, our passenger earnings, if they do not increase, will 
at least not tend to decrease further. 

So much for our earnings. As regards our working expenses, despite the 
tragedy of the earthquake and the unforeseen and unforeseeable damage to the pro- 
tection works of the Hardinge Bridge over the Ganges, which i have already 
referred to, we do not anticipate that our working expenses will differ to any great 
extent from our budget forecast. But for this unlocked for disasters, we would have 
-expected our working expenses to be slightly slower than our anticipations. As 
these diBasters will not, we hope, be of a recurrent nature, we have, with the appro- 
Standing Finance Committee for Railways, decided to debit the cost of 
caused by the earthquake and the Ganges floods to, in the first instance, 
gie Depreciation Fund and reimburse the Depreciation Fund by annual instalments 
from revenue of 15 lakhs per annum. The debit to revenue will, therefore, be 
spread over a period of 10 years. 
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As I have said, we now anticipate that our gross earnings will be about half a 
crore less than our expectations and our working expenses about the same as our 
budget estimate, so that our profit or net earnings, should fall short by half a 
crore of our expectations. This will, however, be neutralised by a fall in our inte- 
rest charges of about the same amount, our final position, therefore, in respect of our 
profit and loss- account, should be as forecasted i months ago, namely, a loss after 
paying all charges including interest, of seven and three-fourth crores. We thus 
hope to reduce our loss on the year’s working as compared with last year by about 
two and a half crores. The loss, as ki previous years, will be met by a temporary 
loan from the Depreciation Fund, which, at the end of this financial year, should 
stand at eleven and three-fourth crores. 

As I mentioned at the commencement of my budget speech, we after weighing 
up all known factors and taking into account the undoubtedly brighter trade outlook 
have come to the conclusion that we can look forward to the coming year with a 
certain degree of optimism. We, therefore, propose to budget for an increase of 
two and a half crores, or about three per cent, in our gross earnings. 

I am afraid, however, that an increase in our working expenses is inevitable. 
Working expenses may be divided into two parts — those which are dependent on 
the amount of traffic moved, such as cost of coal, water, oil, wages of the running 
staff, etc. ; these automatically fall as traffic decreases. But the larger portion of 
working expenses does not necessarily decrease with a fall in traffic, and our 
endeavour has been to reduce these expenses also to an absolute minimum. 

The Council is aware of certain of the measures we have taken to ^ achieve this 
object, such as the investigations being earned out by Mr. Pope and his Committee, 
to mention only one of them ; but, as time goes on, avenues of economy become 
fewer and fewer, and a time must be reached when it would be unwise, and indeed 
unsafe, to proceed further if we are to keep our property in good order. 

I do not say for a moment that no further economies can be effected and I can 
assure the Council that there will be no slowing down of our endeavours, but I do 
think that the major retrenchments have been achieved. 

There is one thing that I am particnlarly anxious to avoid, and that is the farther 
block retrenchment of staff. The investigations being carried out at present by the Pope 
Committee will probably make it necessary for Eailways to reduce a certain number 
of staff, but it is hoped that it will be fpossible to meet most of those reductions 
by normal wastage and by the additional staff which wiH be required if our traffic 
increases, as we hope. 

We estimate that our working expense will be increased be about one third 

of a crore, but this will be offset by a further reduction in interest charges on 

account of the average rate of interest being expected to be still lower than it waa 
this year. We should, therefore, get the full benefit of our anticipated increase in 
gross earnings, and we hope at the end of next financial year our loss will be 
reduced to five and one fourth crores. 

1 have explained that during the current year there has been a very welcome 
rise in our goods earnings but that our passenger receipts have fallen off. I think 
the Council will expect me to say something about the steps which are being taken 
to counteract this falling off in our passenger earnings, Hon’ble Members will 
remember that in my budget speech last year I said that there were only two ways 
of increasing gross earnings— either by an increase in rates and fares or by a reduc- 
tion in these with the object of stimulating traffic. I indicated that in times of 
depression the scope for increasing rates and fares was limited. 

Now as to the other method, and from the point of view of the public much 

the more acceptable one, during the year a large number of minor reductions in 
passenger fares have been made throughout India and after mature consideration 
and consultations with Railway administrations, the Railway Board have decided 
to make a large scale experiment by reducing all third class fares on the North 
Western Railway for distances up to about 460 miles. 

It is too early yet to say what the result is going to be. For the first lO weeks 
of the experiment there has been an increase in the number of passengers carried, 
but this has not been sufficient to meet the reduction in fares. We are still hope- 
ful, however, that the travelling public will take more and more advantage of the 
cheaper travel offered and give us the additional earnings required to justify the 
decrease. If the experiment fails and we get no increase in traffic, the North Wes- 
tern Railway stands to lose 45 lakhs in one year. If, however, the experiment 

ll 



THE COUNCIL OE STATE [ new del*- 

should prove to be a success, we shall certainly consider similar reduction on other 

^^There'is one other aspect of passenger traflSc that I would like to refer to ia 
passing. During the past few years the Railways of India have endeavoured to get 
their share of the increasing world tourist trafiSc. With this object Publicity 
Bureaus have been established in Loudon and New York. Though it is very di- 
fficult indeed to get even an approximate estimate of the traffic that these bring to 
Indian Railways, our returns show that, year by year, travel in India tends to be- 
come more popular. In assessing the value of this work, it must bo remembered 
that, apart from the money spent in railway travelling every tourist leaves a certain 
amount of money behind in India, which all goes to help trade and industry. It 
has been estimated that tourists spend at least 60 lakhs in India annually— by no 
means a small sum in these depressing times. 

Further, though our goods earnings have gone up and though we have no reason 
to think that the present scale of charges is proving a serious handicap to trade, 
we have not omitted to examine eases where we have considered that there was a 
possibility of increasing traffic and stimulatir^ trade by a reduction in goods rates. 
To mention a few examples of this, the East Indian Railway have redijtced their rates 
for wheat from the Punjab and United Provinces to Calcutta, the Bombay, Baroda 
and Central India Railway have reduced their rates for gains from the Punjab via 
Bhatinda, the Bengal Nagpur and Madras and Southern Mahratta Railways have 
introduced special low rates for rice booked to important consuming centres, and 
the South Indian Railway have also made appreciable reductions in their rates for 
rice on their own system and for traffic booked to Ceylon. 

Though we have been urged by the coal trade to do so, wo have not been able to see 
our way to remove the 15 per cent, surcharge imposed on coal traffic. We estimate 
that this surcharge has brought us in increased gross earning of about 65 lakhs 
during this financial year. There has been a steady increase in our coal traffic in 
recent months, and during the last few weeks the loading of coal has been 
exceptionally heavy. It has been suggested that the surcharge has had a serious 
effect on our long distance traffic. Such statistics as we have, do not quite support 
this. We are, however, arranging to collect further and more detailed statistics 
to enable us to make a more comprehensive review of the position. If this indicates 
that there is some substance in the statements which have been made, we shall 
certainly seriously consider wheher it is possible to relieve our long-distance coal 
traffic of at least a portion of the surcharge. 

During the year the Ava Bridge over the Irrawaddy in Burma has been com- 
pleted. Good progress has also been made on the re-construction of the Nerbudda 
Bridge on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway, as also the Chambal 
"and Sind Bridges on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. It is expected that the 
latter two works will be entirely completed early in the coming financial year. 
Other works have made good progress. 

Our works programme for the coming year is rather more ambitious than that 
for this year. We expect that we shall require about 14 crores, of which 70 lakhs 
will be found by a further reduction in stores balances. If these estimates prove 
correct, our stores balances will come down to 10 crores at the end of 1934-35. 

Of the sum of approximately 14 crores of rupees which we expect to spend on 
works, 867 lakhs will be found from the Depreciation Fund. 

I do not propose to go into this programme in great detail, Generally the pro- 
gramme has been designed to carry out the policy we have adopted of only 
undertaking such works us are necessary for keeping in good order of our property, 
Though this year we have been able to spend a little more on what, I believe, are 
popularly called ‘passenger amenities^ on these works we propose to spend a total 
of 3821 lakhs. 

From a perusal of questions in this House and also in another place it would 
appear that the provision of raised platforms ia considered one of the most desir- 
able of these amenities. On works of this description we propose to spend just over 
three and a half lakhs. The main items of expenditure are, however, on track and 
bridge-works, which from the point of view of the travelling public, may not be of 
Tery great interest but which are quite essential if we are to keep pace with the times 
and give the service which the public have a right to demand. On these works wc 
spend just oyer five and three-fourth crores. 

The other main item of expenditure is on the renewal of rolling stack, both 
coaching and goods. Additions form a very small portion of our expanditure, The 
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total under Rolling Stock is just over 3 erores. All these works will benefit the 
trade and industry of India and, we hope, help towards the recovery which appears 
to have begun. 

Tariff Bill Passed 

19tli FEBRUARY After two hours’ discussion the Council passed without any 
change the Tariff Bill relating to miscellaneous goods. There was only one amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Ghosh Maidieh in the schedule regarding domestic earthenware 
and China porcelain but that too was rejected. 

Mr. T. A. Steivarfj Commerce Secretary, moving consideration, said that it waa 
not possible to take immediate action under the Safeguarding of Industries Act 
passed a year ago. Between 1931 and 1933 there bad been a remarkable increase in 
imports and case for protective duty was obvious. Doctors Matthai and Meek, who 
were placed on special duty, carefully examined the claims of various industries for 
protection. The present Bill represented a fair compromise. On the one hand suffi- 
cient protection was given to industries and on the other this protection was not at 
the expense of the taxpayer. 

Mr. Eosain Imam was the only opponent. Mr. Ste^oard, replying, assured that 
the case of agriculturist was never overlooked, and the Bill was passed. The House 
then adjourned. 

Debate on Railway Budget 

20tli. FEBRUARY : — Mr. Ramsaran Das, leader of the Progressive Party, initiated 
the debate on the railway budget in the Council to-day. He said that three-and-a 
half erores of public money had been wasted on the Sara Bridge and urged that an 
independent coramission should go into the question of who was responsible for the 
negligence. He criticised the purchase of sleepers and other articles and urged 
savings wherever possible, particularly in the workshops. He also emphasised the 
need for consideration of wagon and coach buildings on all railways which might 
result in savings. He felt that Tndianisation in workshops and engineering was 
meagre and almost negligible, however gratifying the appointment of an Indian 
Agent of the Eastern Bengal Railway might be. He strongly protested against 
expenditure on strategic railways and thought that it should be borne by the Army. 
He pointed out that ordinary British soldiers had been allowed to travel second 
class on payment of a third class fare and the material belonging to the Army waa 
transported at reduced rates. This, he said, was a contribution to the Army through 
the back door. Indian railways, he added, allowed concessions during Christmas and 
Easter while such concessions were refused during big Indian festivals at Ajmere 
or Hard war. 

Sir K. V, Reddi did not agree with Mr. Ramsaran Das regarding the 
concessions given to the army for such expenditure would in any case be borne 
by general taxpayers. He urged the Governrnent to undertake the construction of 
capital works as that was the only way of making cheap money pass into the hands 

and increase their purchasing power. In fact this was the opinion of 
the World Economic Conference. Besides enquiry by Mr. Pope, he supported perio- 
dical departmental overhauling as suggested by the Retrenchment Committee. Refer- 
ring to the road competition, he spoke of what the Minister of Communications did 
in South Africa in recent years and supported Government’s efforts to check cut- 
throat competition. 

Rai Bahadur P. C. Dutt narrated at length the grievances of the travelling 
public using the Assam Bengal Railway, while Sir Akhar Khan complained of low 
^atforms on most of the stations in the Frontier Province, particularly Mardan. 

He urged certain new railway connections at important trade centres in the 
Frontier. 

Mr. Mahmood Sicrahwardy pleaded for provision of 'electric fans in third class 
compartments. Ho said while two fans were provided for three or four upper class 
passengers, at least an equal number be set up in a carriage accommodating fifty to 
sixty third class passengers. He pointed out that this would not involve additional 
expenditure as electricity could be generated through the motion of trains. 

Ml. tl. B. Glass (European non-official) urged the Government seriously to consi- 
der utilising cheap money and labour available at present for more construction 
programme. 

Mr. Husain Imam asked for a special day to discuss the statutory railway au- 
thority, He urged standardization of all railways and closer co-operation between 
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railways and local Govern in cuts. He opined that the Kail way Board should Ha 
careful in undertaking new construction which should bo in keeping with reduced 
earnings. ^ 

Mr. K. K. Basu thought that efficiency could not be risked for the sake of India- 
nisation. 

Sir Joseph Bhore^s reply to the debate was substantially the same as yesterday’s 
speech in the Assembly as most of the points raised were similar. He believed^ 
judging from railway earnings^ that there was every room for optimism as the period 
of depression was over. He stated to Eai Bahadur Karasaran Da. that there was 
no use of appointing an enquiry committee over the Ganges bridge as that would 
be like sitting in judgment over the actions of Province. He assured the same 
member that the coal tender was given without his own express orders (applause) 
The Kailway Member could not accept the suggestion that road bridges should be 
constructed along with railway bridges. Ho informed Sir K. V. Keddi that new 
scales of pay would be applied to new entrants almost immediately. Concluding 
Sir Joesph Bhore reiterated his remarks that Indian railways could meet the com- 
petitive challenge of rivals only by increasing their utility. The House then 
adjourned till the 26th. 


Non-official Kesolution 

26tli. FEBRUARY:— Non-official resolutions were discussed in the Council to-day. 
Mr. Vellingtri Oounder a resolution recommending protection of the silk-rear- 

ing and_ silk-weaving industries by iiuposing 100 per cent duty. The mover stressed 
that sericulture played an important part in the economic life of the country and 
this industry satisfied the conditions prescribed by the Fiscal Commission for pro- 
tection. 

Sir Kurma Eeddi pointed out that sericulture was a subsidiary industry which 
could improve the lot of poor agriculturists. 

Mr. T. A. Stetvari, replying, observed that the recommendation of the Tariff Board 
r^arding sericulture had been accepted by the Government and a Bill to that 
effect will be introduced in the Lower Chamber. He, therefore, opposed the motion, 
^ Rai Rahadur Lala Rasaran JDas, Mr. Hossain Imam and Mr. Jagadish Baner- 
jee supported it. The motion was eventually withdrawn. 

Eossain Imam moved a resolution urging revision of the new scales of pay 
and the imposition of 20 per cent cut on old scales until the index number (Calcutta! 
reaches the 1930 figures. 

The resolution was rejected and the House adjourned. 


Official Bills Presented 

27th. FEBRUARY^:— The Council met to-day at 5 p. m. when Sir Alan Parsons 
presented the statement of the estimated expenditure and revenue for 1934-35 in res- 
pect of subjects other than railways. 

table the Cotton Textile hidustry Protection Amendment 
Bill of :I9B4, the Wheat Import Duty Extending Bill of J9S4, the Sicel and Wire 
Industries Profeciion Extending Bill of 1934 and the Medical Cowieil Amendment 
Bill of 1934 as passed by the Assembly. 


^ General Discussion of Budget 

5th. MARCH General discussion of the budget commenced to-day. Lala 
Ramsarandas, leader of the Opposition, was the first to speak upon the subject. He 
objected to the Government balancing the budget by increased taxation instead of 
reducing the expenditure. The agriculturist was hard hit as, in order to pay land 
revenue and meet his creditors’ bills, he had to sell his commodity as twice the 
quantity, ihe imposition of an excise duty on sugar was unjustifiable except for 
Kvenue purposes. He regretted that the surcharges imposed in November, 1931, 
were still continued. With such heavy taxation, why should the Government not 
reduce military expenditure further or at any rate press for a more equitable relief 

0^ capitation charges than a paltry sum of two crores ? 

Government had done everything 
Qtofo respect if the Services controlled by the Secretary of 

fo asked how long they would take to come to a decision. Incidentally, 

^ ^ * budget provision for civil aviation and thought that thirteen 

flir .the Government should do more to make India 

-mmaed and introduce air services on the same scale as other countries. He 
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also objected to the continuance of the eighteen-pence ratio and referred to the 
growing unemployment, particularly among educated classes, and asked the Govern- 
ment to rest content with expressing sympathy. Industrialisation or the country 
was needed, but this was not possible unless the control of the administration was 

in the hands of Indians. j. . -o i 

Mr. Mahmood Suhraivardy thanked Sir George Schuster for conceding to Beng^ 
at least half the jute tax which had been imposed only as a War measure and 
should not have been used by the Central Government for revenue purposes. Sir 
George Schuster’s help to Bihar had caught the imagination of the people and the 
fact that he had not raised the duty on salt had proved that he was a better 
Swarajist than Swarajists themselves. But, he asked, what about the export of 
gold ? Why was there no export duty ? He also wanted a reduction in post 
card rate to half an anna. 

Sir Hor7nusji sympathised with Sir George Schuster who, he said, ^ throughout 
his regime had to face exceptional diflSculties more than any previous Finance 
Member. He agreed that the excise duty on sugar was the easiest form of getting 
revenue in order to recoup the losses which the Government had to^ meet. (Lala 
Eamsarandas, Question ? ) But the margin of profit for the sugar-millowner after 
this duty would be very little, particularly in the case of those mills which were 
not equipped with modern machinery. 

Sir Ho mi Mehta appealed to Sir George Schuster to reduce the proposed excise 
duty by a half. The advantage arising from this was that there would be some 
margin of profit which the Government could collect in the shape of income-tax 
or super tax. Eeferring to the diversion of seaborne traffic to Kathiawar, affecting 
Bombay, Sir Homi Mehta took imported cotton alone and estimated that something 
like fifty lakhs annually accrued to Bhavanagar which should go to Bombay. He 
did not mind this if there were mills in Kathiawar State to use cotton. Obviously 
it was sent to mills in British India, but through Kathiawar ports. He asked Sir 
George Schuster *Vhy not ask the mills themselves to pay a tax on imported 
cotton ? That would be the easier method of checking the menace of diversion of 
traffic. Sir Homi Mehta congratulated the Commander-in-Chief s department on 
reducing military expenditure but regretted that the civil departments had not 
shown equal zeal. As for the windfall which Bengal secured^ from Sir George 
Schuster Sir Homi Metha explained how Bombay had given effect to all 
the retrenchment proposals and even reduced the number of Executive Coun- 
cillors unlike Bengal. He wanted the Government of India not to put a premium 
on inefficiency. 

Mr. Narayanasica?ni Cketty^ in an imperfectly heard speech, was understood^ to 
have disapproved the imposition of the duty on matches, objected to ths continu- 
ance of the surcharges and supported the reduction in the rates for telegrams. He, 
however, wanted a reduction on post-card rates to half anna. He also objected to 
taking the poorman’s matches for giving relief to Bengal in order to put down 
terrorism. He suggested the imposition of a prohibitive import duty on rice and 
urged further retrenchment in the civil administration so that really a surplus 
might result. 

Mr. Ernest Miller strongly protested against Government deciding to utilize the 
proceeds of sugar duty to give rebate to certain provinces, mainly Bengal, which 
had to pay excise duty on jute, which was produced only within certain restricted 
area and nowhere else in India. It was a wrong principle to levy an aU-India tax 
to give relief to Bengal. Eeferring to the position of Bombay, Mr. Miller said that the 
diversion of imports into India to Kathiawar ports was a growing menace and 
would end in an irretrievable disaster if prompt action was not taken by the Govern- 
ment of India. The loss of the town duty on cotton would cost the Government of 
Bombay about ten lakhs of rupees annualy and the Corporation only a little less, 
which none of them could afford. The Government of India could make no better 
use of the part of their receipts from the new match taxation than by allocation to 
Bombay of a sum necessary to cover the loss of revenue which the latter would 
have to undergo if they gave up the town duty. Continuing, Mr, Miller said that 
the most important matter requiring investigation was redistribution of portfolios 
and urged the appointment of a Member for communications, who would hold charge 
of railways, roads, airways, waterways, posts and telegraphs. 

Sir Mohamed Akbar said that the imperative need was the abolition of ^excess- 
ive taxation and stimulating export trade. 
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Sir Suleman Cassiim Hap Mitha said that the limit of maximum taxation had 
been reached, as was established by diminishing: returns. He thought that the 
reduction of the silver duty was long overdue. The excise duty on matches would 
considerably retard the match industry, which was still of infant growth. Bombay 
had a great share of the match industry, and the proposal that the excise duty on 
matches would be given to Bengal was a novel procedure with which Bombay 
could not reconcile. He also emphasised Bombay’s dire necessity for financial relief 
and the mere fact that she had balanced her budget should not stand in the way 
of granting relief from the centre. 

Sir George Schuster said that no reduction of military expenditure was possible 
without reducing the fighting strength. And if this was contemplated then not only 
the British but the Indian personnel would bo effected and the purchasing powers 
of that class would be lowered, Eogarding Bengal ho made it clear to the Council 
that the case was exceptional and the proposal to remit half the jute tax was based 
on Sir Walter Layton’s report which had been discussed by the Round Table Conferen- 
ce. There was no question of putting a premium on extravagance or eflaciency. The 
Government knew perfectly well that Bengal’s financial situation was becoming 
unmanageable, 

Ofpicial Bills 

6th. MARCH Ofificial bills were discussed in the Council to-day. On a motion 
by Mr. T. A. Steivart, Commerce Secretary, a bill further extending the operation 
of the Wheat Import Duty Act for one year was taken into consideration. Rai 
Bahadur Lala Ramsaran Das welcoming the measure suggested that it might 
be made a permanent bill. Hearty support was accorded to the bill by all 
sections of the House and the Bill was passed unanimously. 

Sir Fazli-Hussain moved for consideration of the hill amending the Indian 
Medical Council Act of 1933 which was passed without opposition. 

Mr. Steioart then moved that the Cotton textile Industry Protection Amendment 
Bill be taken into consideration and the Bill as emerged from the Lower Chamber 
was passed. The House then adjourned, 

Non-offioial Resolution 

7th. MARCH ’.—Several non-official resolutions wore discussed to-day in the 
Council. Rai Bahadur Lala Jagadish Prasad through a resolution urged that recruit- 
ment in the Indian Medical Service should in future be made by means of open 
competitive examinations held simultaneously in England and India. He^ stressed 
that unless the present system of recruitment by a Selection Board constitute in 
a ratio of two Europeans to one Indian, be substituted by a compolltivo examina- 
tion or the percentage of British recruitment be lowered, tho ludianisation of the 
Service could not make progress. 

Sir K Chohsey accorded a hearty support to the resolution and observed that 
the recommendations of the Lee Commission should bo abolished. 

Mr. Spiawson observed that Indianisatiou was advancing fairly and at a rapid 
speed. 

Sir FazLi- Hussain promising to forward the debate to the Secretary of State, the 
resolution was withdrawn. 

Mr. Mahmood Suhraioardy moved a resolution socking to provide the members 
of the House with “Gold Passes” instead of the travelling allowance granted to 
them. After some discussion the resolution was rejected. 

After Mr. Hallet's reply, Mr. Jagadish Banerjee withdrew his resolution urging 
the introduction of substantially reduced scales of pay for tho Imperial Services. 
The mover pointed out that while on the recommendation of the Retrenchment 
Committee, the Government of India accepted reduced scales of pay for the subor- 
dinate services, there has been no reduction in tho salary of officers under the 
Secretary of State’s control. He said it was high time that the “Lee Loot” should 
be stopped. 

Bai Bahadur Lala Ramsaran Z^as’s resolution recommending the donation of 
one crore^ of rupees to the Viceroy’s Earthquake Relief Fund for helping the re- 
construction of private and public buildings in Bihar was defeated by 26 votes 
to 8. 

Sir Alan Parsons, Finance Secretary, revealed the plan which the Government 
of India had in mind with regard to offering assistance to Bihar. In addition to the 
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free gift of Es. 129 lakhs the Government of India undertook to hear half the oo it 
of the reconstruction of Government buildings in Bihar. It was irapossiblts ho 
to say until they knew how much more help would bo nocesRary to Hupphonrnt 
the private donations and what measures they would have to take. 

On the motions of Eai Bahadur Lala Mathura Pramd Mchrotra^^ the Khaddan 
Name Protection Bill was taken into consideration asd passed in the form in 
which it emerged from the Lower House. The House them adjourned till thu ILdlh 


JN ON-OFFICIAL ItESOLUTIONR 

12th. MARCH The Council of State adopted a resolution of coridolenci^ eonveyin^,' 
sympathy and sorrow of the House to the bereaved family of Sir Thomas Hyaii/ 

Rai Bahadur Jag a disk Prasad moved a resolution reconunendinpj to iho 
ernor General-in-Oouneil to (1) undertake a thorough surv(*y of the ponifion of 
Indian industries, including cottage industries and colhud Htatisfie.H of the exhiftiir 
industries in order to find out the exact position as regards the iiidnsttii’O punuird* 
the quantities and values of products manufactured, raw rnafcTialH utiloied. fhp 
number of persons employed and wages paid, the motive power and other iJitrli oi- 
lars usually collected in advanced countries, and (2) to place the results at the ihe* 
posal of the public and to take other necessary steps to Hccuro expansion of jutlits- 
tries in the country. 

Sardar Buta Singh^ Kumar Nripcjidra Naray am Slnha, and Pahi Nnnunran 
Das accorded whole-hearted support to the resolution. 

Eeplying Mr, Mitchell said that Government was just as anxiotm an the movi'f 
of the resolution to secure the objects that the motion had in view. Ife nforivd 

various economic enquiry Committees appointed by the (h)vcrnment from tmi.* fo 

time and the steps the Government was taking in this behalf. The motion was wilL 
drawn in view of the sympathetic reply of the Government. 

^ Lala Mathura Prasad Mehrotra's resolution urging the Governuimit 
in charge of important bills to move for roforonco^ of their hills i!/ u 

Committees of both Chambers of the Central Logislaturo was dofeati'd hy*'U) amiiont 
10 votes after a good debate on the motion. oy ou agamat 

Next iSyed Hossain Imam moved a resolution uririnir the formjih'nn .. 
mittee of experts and members of the Central Ln Stro f r a ' / , " J T' 

separately to invest, >ato and nmort on Iho m ‘ 
The debate had not concluded when the JBTouso adjourned till the Mih. ' ^ 

formtL^of re,soln,i‘on or,;!o,r Ih- 
for each of the State-managed railways SAmminl r 

measures of economy war^esumed ^Thc^ “JS as :!,rd'^h:,V*'‘; 
mismanaged and there were many cases of extrawgan.^ 

coi^ittees would prcTve ^burdTn ^*^adway”^[na^c^■H^m of mtrl, 

,«.S3i .S' r , ”t; 

being effected. v^ommititOH and all poHsiblo e-'oiionii.H w-re 

-Syeif /S n^lt' mo?el a°,mSr ^nZlutinn V,s r’ '""'''r 

fc H«S‘ ’’“'“““‘•'J Oo«mi.te, on I.dinn JMo.in.'CS “f !t“ ilLli."," 

zr 

cussion the resolution was withdraw^. ^ ^ Afivr nom,. a,„,. 

Ra% Bahadur Lala Eam^fiv/^n i 

proportion of communal represenM^ o?! reromuHaiditj^^ lhaf fh*^ 

munal jealousy'. oPPosing tho motion, said that hucIi nmoIutiouH itxnWil 
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After Sir Q-uthrie EumlVs aBfinranco of fiillnsb consideration of all the criti- 
cisms made, Eai Bahadur Lai a Hamnaran Das withdrew his resolution. 

Bai Bahadur Lala Mathura Prasad Mshrotra then moved a resolution for 
establishing an Imperial Council of Uo-operation on the analogy of the Imperial 

Council of Agricultural Bosearch, . ^ i ^ u 

After Sir FazUi-Hussain had pointed out the financial dimculties, the mover 

withdrew hia motion The House then adjourned till the 19th 

19th MARCH —Two non-ofiicial resolutions wore disouBsed in the Council of 
State to-day. The House adopted a resolution convoying sympathy and condolence 
to the bereaved family of Baja Sir MoU Ohand, ex-member of the Council of 

Stafe 

Rai Bahadur Lala Ja()ad%sli Prawl moved a rosnlution urging that the Indian 
deleeations to the Impeiial and International ConforenocB should m future be corn- 
nosed of and led by Indians alone The rosoliUion was, however, withdrawn 
The House adjourned till the Finance BiH passes out of the Lower Chamber 

Debate on the Finance Bill 

29th, MARCH The Council diBpOBcd of the Finance Bill to day when non- 
offieial 'attendance was very thin About nine amendmontB were moved by Bai 
Bahadur Mathuraprasad Mehrotra and Mr Jacjadish prasad practically repeating 
some of those which were defeated in the Lower House. liai Bahadur Mehrotra s 
proposal to abolish the levy of tax on salt manufacturocl lu Butish India was met 
With a short shift from Mr^ Taylor^ who pointed out that this so-called modest 

amendment would cost six and one fourth crorcfl , , , , . , 

The next amendment by the same member to reduce the salt tax from one aM 
a quarter rupees to one rupee, supported though it was with quotations from the 
views of Mr Ramsay MacDonald and others, was ultimately rejected by the House 
on hearing Mr, Taylor^ who emphasied that the amendment would entail the losa 

of one and three-fourth orores ^ i 7 .^ 71 ,* 

A third amendment related to the rate on lettorfl. Bai Bahadur MehroMra 
suggested one anna for letters weighing one tola instead of half a tola proposeu in 
the Bill He emphasised that enhanced postal rates had invariably led to a drop in 
circulation and the consequent loss of revenue If the initial minimum weight was 
left at one tola, there would be increased circulation. , , , r i 

Mr. Jagadish Prasad supported, observing that it would help the people in 

villages. r -n i A 

Sir Franh Noyoe exhaustively reviewed the financial position or the Posts and 

Telegraphs Department and paid tribute to the valuable work done by the late Sir 
Thomas Ryan. He assured the House that the Government had adopted measures 
of retrenchment and economy and believed that with the help of rccommend^ations 
of the Varma and Pasricha Committees they would bo able to place the finance 
of the Departmeat on a sound footing, , 

The present proposal for one anna letters was itself an experiment and they 
hoped It would result increased circulation. If, however, the result proved that they 
were unduly pesBimistic, then it would be all to the good, as that would bring 
appreciably nearer the day for reduction of the price of postcards 

Mr Hossa%n Imam supported the amendment, which was pressed to division 
and rejected by 7 against 30 votes , 

Eai Bahadur Mathuraprasad Mehrotra^ s proposal for half anna postcard found 
fiome support in the House He wanted the Postal Department to be regarded as a 
public utility concern and not so much as a commercial department as the tele- 
graph or telephone 

Str Frank Noyce said that Government did not want the Postal Department to 
bo run at a loss, but merely pay its way. The amendment was withdrawn. 

Pai Bahadur Mehrotra moved an amendment proposing the removal of sur- 
charge on income-tax which was imposed in 1931 as an emergency measure. 

Syed Paza Ah opposed it as being intended to suit the capitalists and 
landed amd other vested interests lu the country which were very, largely 
represented in the House. He urged that the House should realise Us 
position as a revising chamber and not do anything which would create 
an impression amote the public that it was solicitous promoting the interests of its 
own members Such an impression on the eve of constitutional changes would 
have a very bad effect, 



--12 Apl. m ] PEINCES^ PBOTEGTION BILL m 

Mr, Eossain Imam supported the amendment, on the ground of refusal of «up- 
plies and twitted Mr. Ra5:a Alt for not supporting the amendment for reduction of 
postal rates, but speaking now on behalf of the poor over this amendment, 

Mr. Taylor drew attention to the fact that the amendmeut, if accepted, would 
mean a loss of 270 lakhs. The motion was lost. 

Mr, Jagdisk Prasad moved an amendment for exemption of tax on inoomea 
below Es, 1,500. He ckimed that the loss of twenty-one lakhs wuh well worth n 
trial when it was principally for the benefit of a large number of poor poopfo, 
Mr. Taylor’s objection was on principle. He held that the present system wa« to 
balance the burden evenly on all classes. Incidentally ho reminded tho Houho of 

the benefits enjoyed under the Hindu joint family system. The amendment w&» 
rejected. 

During the third reading, Mr. Kalihar opposed the Bill in toto as a protest 
against rejection of reasonable amendments. 

Mr. Hossain Imam, Mr. Abdul Azeez and Mr, J, B. Glass also spoke, ^^r. 
laylor promised to examine all suggestions. The Bill was passed without aiterutiou. 


j-ijxjrvjcvj. jL/uxx 

The Bill extending the operations of the Salt Additional Import Duty Act for 
Councii passed by the Assembly) had an easy pasHiigo to -day m the 

and Mr, Mathraprasad Mehrotra objr-cted to papers on 
them?^^ enabling the membiTH to atudy 

poB^bie. promised to see that in future these were supplied as early as 

onfhe Government to develop the ealt industry 

mJ' Suhrawardy wanted revival of the salt industry in BeoMl. 

appointed rrSltee on^hTM^ sf wS I 

Indian salt, particularly for Madras salt. development of murlceta for 

might'* su^mir to examine any scheme which tho Madras Government 

The Bill was passed. 


ff pC4DOCU» 

House could sit only on the date to Im aonoun- 
^ particularly the States’ I'roteetioo Hill, 


..j i. 1" saia tnat the House i 

®^ter the bills, now before the Assembly 
The Honse then adjourned, 


isihitPRir. At Fbotection Birj- 

to transact offickl busInets'^The PHW* Proitcro*^^ 7 / *?'*!'’' *"'**' “'*'**? 

taken into consideration^and ^pmTd' ’ MaSu"slf'’"s’^’'“p* Amendment /!,« wm 

d^oaturo* isli’i' b“y tS 

""Teth' *ad1oura5“dlf «upport«d th« 

Mr. F. £ah/car obserfjd Aaf he™wJlnorii?rL‘i‘a'ir'^^'°'’t‘'^ Prnttx'lhn 

toere was an improvement in maladmTnfstra inn “0" *",.*“PPOrt the I),ll uolm 

si® I>beraliaat.on of the political constitution 

. The propnse.I measure 

Hosaiu Cm when he *>•<-"<1 "p »“m«l 

tious of the Bill and the conditions nnw rtiT^ ‘r .speaking on the varmua 

""O'™ -.3 i„. .,fr£ 

11(a) 
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Lala Bamsarandasj while not opposing the Bill, wanted to see that the rights 
of the Bubjects of the Indian States w<‘rG adec|nately safeguarded. 

After Sir Harry Haig's reply the motion for consideration of the Bill was 
passed, and the House adjourned. 

PBESIDENT^fi IMPOKTANT RUUNG 

The President, Sir MamcJcji Dadahhoy, gave an important ruling regarding 
questions and in the case of absentee members how questions standing in their 

names should be disposed of. He ruled ^ 

*Tn order to avoid any inisunderstaiuhng in future, on this very important 
point, I have decided that in all the points of substance the Assembly practice 
might suitably be adopted i, o., a mcml)cr desiring to put a question for the 
absent member should in all cases bo required to prorluce written authoriBation 
from the absent member and hand in (he flarno to the Pr<‘8ident before the com- 
mencement of the mpcting at which the question is to be put. 

“I trust, this ruling of mine, which is in consonance with the precedence 
elsewhere and with the practice now prevailing in tho Assembly, will be 
followed by the honourable members of this House, as it will, on one hand, dis- 
courage the habit of sending the string of questions and the members failing to be 
present in tbdr places when those ((uestions come up before the House, and on the 
other hand, it will tend to the establishment of uniformity of practice, both in the 
Council of State and in the Legislative Assembly, and furtlior, such written autho- 
risation will absolve memberfl, who act as proxies, of personal responsibilities natu- 
ral i7 arising from asMng such a question.” 

Hn giving the above ruling, the President exhaustively surveyed the practice 
followed in the Parliament and other places, 

17th. APRIL :-~Whcn the second reading of the Princes’ Protection Bill was 
taken up in (ho Council of State, Mr. Hossain Imam vehcnacnlly opposed clause II, 
relating to conspiracy against States. 

Bai Bahadur Lala Mathura Prasad Mehrotra did not see tho utility of the 
provision, when the Princes already enjoyed some protection under the existing 
Act. The clause was, however, adopted. 

Bai Bahadur Lala Jagadish Prasad's amendment for deletion of clause III 
penalising the Press was disallowad by the President. 

Lala Jagdish Prasad, Mr. Kalikar and Mr. Hosain Imam opposed the clause. 
Mr, B. J* Olancy pleaded that the provisions wea necessary. The clause was 
carried by 31 against 6 votes. The remaining clauses were passed one after 
another. 

On the third reading of the Bill Rai Bahadur Mehrotra, and Messrs. Kahharj 
Rossain Imam and Mohamad Padshah made speeches opposing the Princes Protec- 
tion Bill. . , 

Mr, Raza ali supported the Bill- After Mr. Ilalleti had given reply the Bill 
was passed. The House then adjourned till April 20. 

The Textile Protection Bill 

20lh. APRIL The Council met to-day to consider the Textile Protection Bill as 
passed by the Assembly. 

Mr. Stewart, Commerce Secretary, moving the consideration of the Bill, referred 
to the salient features of the Bill and said that the delay in coming forward with 
this measure after the Tariff Board had reported "was due to the depreciation Ot 
the Yen and negotiations with the Japanese delegation. 

Afi for the period of protection to the industry as a whole, Government fixed 5 
years as being reasonable because any longer time would only give the induBxnj a 
feeling of complacency. Two occasions would arise during this period in which 
reconsideration of the duties would be necessary. Firstly, when the Indo* Japanese 
Agreement of three years ended, and secondly, the determination of the basic r^e 
of duty on cotton piecegoods of British manufacture if the surcharge imposed by 
the Finance Act of 1931 was removed. 

As for the sericulture industry protection was given for five years, and Mr, 
Btewart emphasised the change made in the Select Committee for 25 per cent ‘ad 
valorem^ plus 14 as per pound. This was considered an equitable basis of taxation. 
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Before the House proceeded to discuss the motion, the Presidefht cleared the 
ground by ruling out the amendment tabled by Rai Bahadur Maihuraprasad 

Mehroira for circulation of the Bill . , , , i_ 

Lala Ramsatan DaSj Leader of the Opposition, considered the hosiery section 
of the Bill would do India, especially his province of the Punjab, a lot of good as 
the Punjab had full hosiery cottage factories. 

Sir Josheph Shore, intervening in the debate, explained fully the implications 
both of Bombay Lancashire and Indo- Japanese agreements which formed the frame- 
work of the Bill He had little doubt that the agreement would go a great way to 
cement a spirit of goodwill and friendliness between the two countries and both 
would be able to work out their national destiny As for the Indo- Japanese agree- 
ment he related the crit'cal circumstances under which they had to work to reach 
conclusions 

Bat Bahadur Jogadish Prasad approved of Indo-Japanese agreement but 
stressed the necessity of imposing compulsory obligation on Lancashire to purchase 
a fixed minimum quantity of Indian cotton. 

21si APRIL — Eossain Imam continued his speech on the Textile Protec- 
tion Bill to-day He wanted the handloo n weaver to be given greater aid than pro- 
posed by the Government Sir N Chohsy supported the motion for consideration. 

Mr Stewart, Commerce Secretary in a brief speech replied to various poin.s 
raised during the discussion The motion for consideration was adopted. _ , ^ . 

Though there were eleven amendments, only three were moved In the nrst 
amendment regarding cotton twist and yarn and cotton sewing or darning thread, 
Mr. Hossain Imam suggested a uniform duty of five per cent advalorem on counts 
above fiftys and five per cent or one-quarter annas per pound advalorem on 
counts of fiftys and below. After Mr Siewan’s reply the amendment was lost. 

Two more amendments, one by Rat Bahadur Ramsarandas and the other Dy 
Mr, Hossatn Imam were withdrawn Without any discussion at the third reading 
the Bill was passed, 

Mr MitchelU Industries Secretary, moved a lengthy resolution regarding the 
administration of roads which was already adopted m the Assembly on the motion 
of Sir Frank Noyce after a short discussion. The resolution was passed ine 
House adjourned till the 26th 


Official Bills 

26 th APRIL The Council of State met after the Muhurram holidays to cons^er 
four bills passed by the Assembly, namely, the Trades Disputes Act Amending Bill, 
the Sugar Excise Bill, the Sugarcane Bilf and the Match Excise Duty Bill 

Sit Fazh Hussatn referred to the death of Sir Sankaran Nair, an ex-Member 
of the Oouucil of State, and said that his rise to the front rank of politics of India 
was proved by the fact that he was elected President of the Indian National Con- 
gress Sir Sankaran Nair had independence of outlook and believed in his own 
judgment 

Bir David Devadoss, Mr. Hussain Imam, Mr Eaza Ah, and Mr Narayanswami 
Cheitiar all joined in paying tribute to the outstanding personality of the late Bit 
Sankaran Nair _ , , 

The President, associating himself with the remarks of others, said that Sir Sanka^n 
Nair was a very straightforward and a masterly personality and bad sterling inde- 
pendence He would communicate to hia relatives the condolence of the House 

Mr, Mitchell moved the consideration of the Trades Disputes Act Amending Bill, 
making the Act permanent 

Mr Hossain Imam complained that by bringing forward a measure for making 
the original Act permanent the Government had deprived the members of moving 
any amendment to the Act. 

Mr Mitchell assured that it would be possible to bring an amending bill after 
some time Ihe Bill was passed. 

Sir Alan Parsons, moving the consideration of the Sugar Excise Duty Bill as 
passed in the Assembly, explained the underlying principles and emphasised that 
the Government is not taking one pie more on taxation than was needed, and 
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pointed out that the excise duty was withia the limits of protection as recommended 
by the Tariff Board. 

After Sir Alan Parsons had replied the notice for consideration of the bill was 
passed. 

Several ameodmenta were then moved by Rai Bahadur Mathura Prasad Mehrotra 
which were either withdrawn or defeated 

An amendment seeking to lower the duty from Bs 1*5 to Ee. 1. was lost by 25 
against 5 votes. 

On the third reading of the Bill Mr Hossatn Imam, Pai Bahadur Mehrotra, 
Eai Bahadur Lala Bamsai andas and Sir Fzh Hussain spoke. The Bill was then 
passed 

Sir Fazli Hussam thereafter moved for consideration of the Sugarcane Bill. 

Rai Bahadur Lala Eamsaran Das opposed the Bill and Mabarajadhiraja Dar- 
bhanga pointed out the practical difficulties in the application of the Bill 

Rai Bahadur Lala Jagadish Prasad and Sayed Mohanamad Padshah supported 
the Bill. The House then adjourned 

27th. APRIL •—The budget session of the Council of State was concluded to-day. 

When the consideration of the Sugarcane Bill was resumed Rai Bahadur Mathura 
Prasad complained that the Bill contained permissive clause for enabling the pro- 
vincial Governments to legislate for the fixation of the price of sugarcane according 
to local conditions which might put some provinces at a disadvantage The clauses 
were put before the House and were adopted. 

Bai Bahadur Lala Ramsarandas, Mr. Hossam Imam, and Rii Bahadur Mathura 
Prasad Mehrotra opposed the Bill on its third reading but it was, however, passed. 

Sir Alan Parsons, moving for consideration of the Match Excise Duty Bill, 
observed that revenue from this source was necessary to give assistance to Bengal, 
Bihar and Assam, the provinces which produced jute 

Mr. Hussain Imam opined that this source of revenue ought to be left untapped 
till the proposed Federation comes into existence when more revenue will be required. 

The motion for consideration of the Bill being passed, the clauses were accepted 
and the Bill was passed. 

Mr. T A Stewart^s motion that the Ottawa Committee to enquire and report the 
results of the Ottawa Agreement be consisted of Sardar Buta Bmgh, Messrs S. 0. 
Ghose Maulik, Hossam Imam, V. V Kulikar, E Miller, Raza Al>, Sir Alan Parsons, 
Mohammad Padsah and the mover was postponed till the next session of the Coun- 
cil. The House then adjourned sine die 
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Budget Session — New Delhi — ^24th. January to 2l8t. April 1934 

Session of the Assembly opened at New Delhi on the 24th. January 
i»34 with mr Shamnukham Chetty in the chair. Party seats were arranged on the 
new basis. The important part of to-day's business related to a long statement 
by mr ffarry Haig on the earthquake situation and a motion by Sir L. Mitter, 
^aaer of the House, expressing sympathy with the sufferers and appealing to the 
vjovernment, the princes and people of India for help to the sufferers. 

Earthquake Disaster 

^ question of Babu Gaya Prosad Singh regarding the 

earthquake disaster, Sir Harry Haig said that outside three chief towns the death 
estimated at 700 and the GoTernor of Bihar hoped that the total deaths 
tho would not exceed 4,(^. As regards property no less than half of 

houses had been reduced to ruins in the affected towns, the Government 
of heavily and in one town alone the Government buildings valued 

1 ^es<:royed. The railways suffered the loss of Rs. 50,00,000 at 

<i‘'strict boards suffered heavy losses 
hWrflu Tf pf dispensaries, hospital and school buildings, roads and 

‘'O^al estimates of the 

hndi>s Government or the railway and the local 

serions sitnat^nn^n^ri considerable damage to the standing crops but a most 
nut nut nf ansen owing to t]^ ^ct that half of the sugar mills had been 

fhe most profitable crop °n the sugarcane which was 

BfeM *ta^n7n ^ Government and the officials for the 

scale were undertatpl^^ calamity. Belief measures on an extensive 

foodstul and thl 'ron sheets and 

and eivin/the army tents 

of thiEaft ^ detachment 

Seat necessiS and ^ Clotliiag ^as a 

was mS s^rfnnnS H ^he B. N. W. Eailway 

Xm Kndpr Doctors Were Sent everv- 

infected Sir Harrv being sunk and wells were being dis- 

^ACLieu. Dir narry Maig hoped that the prompt and ffeneroius rAsnnnBA +Iia 

Viceroy s appeal would help further relief to the sufferers His sCent cnnM 

SiS °SLTth\^’Bihir“ the Governmer 0 laS 

falf exten nf Government financially could not be decided untU the 

Sy Sat reSisJfon^ of accurately known. Still less was it possible to 

Assembly's Sympathy with People op Bmip 

and distress ^in the areas XtS lnd r auest widespread suffering 

sympathy to the sufferers. The resolution '^^eir 

Government as well as the PrinoBH anri riBBr^i^ ®^Pr6®ac*i confidence that the 

"»ng X distress ^ 

that this was not a party anestinn anrl iio said 

authorities and private agLcira would be co-wdinated^with^ 

lapping and the maximum amount of reMCKe 
12 
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Sir Ahdur JRahim, leader of the Independents, heartily endorsed the appeal made 
The extent of the damaj^e had been colossal and whatever was necessary to rescue 
the people in the stricken areas should bo a great burden on the Governments both 
provincial and central. Fortunately, private enterprise and philanthropy <vas not 
lacking. But in planning out the restoration of towns care should be taken so 
that there might be no recurrence of such an unprecedented suffering and houses 
be built of such material as would resist such shocks. 

Mr. Jadhav, on behalf of the Democratic party, was glad that the Government 
of Bihar welcomed the cooperation of Congressmen in measures of alleviation. 

Sir Leslie Budson, on behalf of the European group and the entire European 
community in India, assured response both in money andjkind. 

The President associating the Chair with the sentiments expressed referred to 
the magnitude of the disaster even from meagre information and said that the 
response to the Viceroy’s appeal was already very encouraging. Besides expressing 
sympathy by this resolution every member of the House should show individual 
sympathy by not merely subscribing himself but persuading his friends and mem^ 
hers of the constituencies to do likewise. Sir Shanmukham Chetty promised to 
convey the resolution to the Governor of Bihar. 

Two Bills IntboducIiid 


Sir Joseph Bhore introduced two hills, the first exte7iding the life of the existing 
Acts till the e7id of October for the purpose of fostermg and developing the steel 
industry and the loire nail mdustry in British india and the second extending the 
Wheat {Import Duty) Act till March 81, 1985, 

Select Committee on Taiuee Bill 

Sir Jos^h Bhore next moved for a select committee on tho Tariff Bill consisting 
of Mr. B, Das, Mr. 8. 0. Sen, Mr. Mody, Dr. Ziauddin, Mr. S. C. Mitra, Mr. B. 
P. Bagla, Mr. Ramsay Scott, Bhai Parmanand, Mr. Wazihuddin, Mr. Gbaznavi, 
Mr. DeSouza, Sir Frank Noyce and tho mover with instructions to report within 
a week. He said that tho consideration which induced the House to pass the Safe- 
guarding of Industries Act last year was a necessary justification for tho measure 
before the House. The Industries concerned had to face an abnormal competition from 
Japan grievously enhanced by^ a heavily depreciated currency. After the budget session 
last year the Government issued an elaborate questionnaire to all industries and 
various chambers of commerces and as a result of thorough consideration by the 
Tariff Board they capae to the final conclusion that tho industries required action 
under the Safeguarding Act. In short, this Bill represented tho conclusions then 
arrived. He quoted several illustrations to dispel any lingering doubts about the 
extent of the competition which the industries had to face. While imports had been 
steadily increasing by leaps and bounds year after year tho prices were going down 
abnormally, but the Safeguarding Act could not bo taken advantage of till October 
last when the trade convention ceased. Tho Bill was not intended to give substan- 
tive protection to any industry but in fact it was a temporary shelter to help the 
industry against an abnormal competition* 

Sir Joseph Bhore illustrated the point that tho Bill aimed merely at restoring the 
coinpetitive condition existing in 1930-31 and said that in tho year Japanese um- 
brellas paid) were priced at Rs. 1-1-6 and in 1933 their price sank to 9 

annas. The specific duty of eight annas per umbrella would restore the price to 
‘ ii^ported in 1930-31 were 4,828, umbrellas in 1931-32 were 14,908, 

2^,557 and in the first half of 1933-34 they had gone up to half a 
million. Sir Joseph Bhore said that it would be easier to take action under the 
baieguardmg of Industries Act but when tho Indo- Japanese negotiations opened the 
Japanese declared that the prospect of any agreement depended on whether India 
was prepared to afford the most-favoured nation treatment to Japan which meant 
tnat unless India wanted to have trade hostility with Japan and risk a rupture of 

relations the only alternative was to impose specific duties. Sir 
JMepn iinore held that specific duties even otherwise were preferable to ad valorem 
for protecting home industries. Sir Joseph Bhore said that the Bill disappointed 
certain industries which wanted to secure substantial protection by the back door. 

f V ® itBporters whose business would be affected and who would be 

behalf of the consumers. The select committee would 

fafrW meantime he claimed that the Bill held the balance 

fairly between the consumer and the producer (applause). 
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Mr, Masicood Ahmed moved the circulation of the Bill till the end of July. 

Mr. B. Das said that the Bill was long overdue and enticised the commerce 
department for being slow in giving protection. He supported the motion tor 

select committee. . . , .j xi. i. « 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai opposed circulation.^ Continuing, he said that protecnon 

should be given from the point of view of helping the industries and not tor a 
justing tariff consequent on signing the Indo-Japanese agreement. 

Adjourioient Motion Re. Capitation Award 

At 4 p. m. Mr, Harhans Singh moved the adjournment of the Souse expressing 
disappointment on the capitation award. He criticised the delay in . 

report after the signature and that too in a mutilated form and without the m ^ 
of dissent in full of Sir Shadilal and Sir S. M. Sulaiman. Were these two ejanuent 
Chief Justices of Indian High Courts so injudicious in their 

observations could not be published ? India was greatly dissatisfied at the bud g 
of the tribunal and the award made by his Majesty’s Government. According o 
the present first Lord of the British Treasury, who made his statement years 
ago, nine-tenths of the army in India was an imperial charge. No less than 
times was the army in India taken out for imperial purposes. Ryfu when n 
Indian army was used along the Indian frontier its expenditure should be regarde 
as part of the imperial defence, for the frontier of India was also the_ frontier or 
the empire and the army in India protected the British commercial interests m 
India, In the colonies and dominions they spent only one-fifth of their revenues 
on the army and if there was any excess expenditure it was shared with the 
British Government. Why should not a similar consideration apply in the case ot 
India, True, the Government of India fought well on the question of capitatiqu 
and the India Office, London, also fought for justice for India, ^ but ^9, ’ 

Mr. Harbans Singh contended that at least half of the total expenditure shoula be 
borne by his Majesty’s Government for_ presently the ratio of India s military 
expenditure to the general budget was the highest not only in the empire but in 

the world. , , , ^ 

Mr. 5. C. Ultra did not agree with Mr. Harbans Singh that the Government _ of 
India had done their best. Why should the tribunal be prevented Iroui discussing 
the capacity of India to bear the expenditure and ^ the proportion of the military 
expenditure should bear to the general budget ? India would get only two crores 
under the award which is a fleabite in the huge expenditure. Moreover, the calcula- 
tion was based on nine months’ training whereas the Government of India had 
insisted on six months’ training. The British Government should not have been the 
judge in the matter for it was an interested party. 

Mr, Ramsay Scott, speaking on behalf of the European group, congratulated the 
Government of India on their achievement and declared that the British Government 
had treated them fairly, but while he welcomed the award iu_^so far as it related to 
present and future, he reminded Sir George Schuster that in his speech to the 
Assembly in 1931 he had declared that ins Majesty’s Government had agreed that 
whatever settlement was arrived at would be given a retrospect! ve_ effect from March 
1926. The tribunal was not asked to deal with the past. He maintained that pay- 
ment was due to India from March 21 and asked the Army Secretary to explain 
why this had not been done. 

Mr, Tottenham, Army Secretary, replying said that he was satisfied that the 
adjournment motion could not be a censure against the Government of India. The 
general effect of the award was that India would receive roughly two crores annually 
and the matter before the house was whether that was^ an adequate contribution. 

Mr, Ahdur Rahim asked what would have India gained if India’s claim was ac- 
cepted in full. o.- 1 - j- 

Mr. Tottenham continuing assured Mr. Harbans Siugh that the notes of Sir Bhadi 
Lai and Sir S. M. Suleiman merely put elaborately the India Office case and they 
were not suppressed because they would have strengthened India’s case for higher 
contribution. However, every argument used in the debate and used in the notes 
of the Indian members had been put before the tribunal and the Commauder-in- 
Ohief, who has had long experience of the War Office and of India and was in a 
position to see both sides of the case was of opinion that India’s success was due to 
the very able and excellent way in which her case, was presented and argued before 
the tribunal. That was a matter for congratulation and not censure. 

Mr. Tottenham paid a tribute to the work of Mr. McLeod, military and financial 
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adviser and of counsel and particularly acknowledf>;ed the work of the officials of the 
India Office who had so completely identified themselves with India knowing that 
if their argument succeeded they would be burdening the British tax payer. The 
Government of India was asked whether they were prepared to accept the majority 
findings of the tribunal and considering that the matter has been fought for 60 or 
70 years even before non-official opinion in India took any_ interest in the matter, 
they thought that no useful purpose would bo served by higgling and they accepted 

the award. , , , 

Mr. Tottenham said that the award was based on the ground of the readiness of 
the army in India for imperial purposes and that India was the training ground for 
active service such as did not exist elsewhere in the Empire. These were formidable 
grounds but it was extremely difficult to attach a definite rupee value to them. 
Some members had suggested that the Indian army has been used 14 times abroad, 
but that covered 80 to 90 years. During the past 50 years the Indian army 
was used only seven times which meant once in seven years and at no time the 
cost was above one-half million pounds. Mr, Tottenham opined that they were lucky 
to get an annual contribution of one^half million /^Opposition’s ironical laughter). 
In fact, when the Finance Member had, in December, 1932, agreed lo^ provide an 
opportunity for a debate in the House they did so fearing that the decision would be 
adverse and India might be asked to pay extra instead of receiving a contri- 
bution (Laughter). Finally, Mr. Tottenham promised to forward the debate to the 
India Office for his Majesty’s Government’s information. 

Sir Ahdur Bahim regretted this unsatisfactory way of diflcussing most vital ques- 
tion and urged the Government to place all the material including arguments of 
counsel before the tribunal and allot a special day. lie asked whether any evolution 
had been made for the interests of the British and India and the rest of the empire 
in this matter. India could not develop herself in any way with the incubus of the 
huge military expenditure out of proportion to her needs, but kept on for the main- 
tenance of a huge army for imperial purposes. Why then 6hould_ England not con- 
tribute a proper share 7 However, even two crores was welcome in these hard days, 

i^r. B. Las recalled the adjournment debate in September 1932 initiated by him- 
self over the unsatisfactory terms of reference of the Capitation Tribunal and_ was 
not surprised at its recommendations. Two crores of rupees’ award was an insult 
to India when compared with the cost of maintenance of the huge army for impe- 
rial purposes in India which Sir Bhadilal described as the ‘eastern barracks of 
the empire’. There should have been an imperial conference to decide what India 8 
share in this imperial burden should be. Burma and Aden were to be separated. 
And was this army still to be kept at the present strength 7 Was this point placed 
before the tribunal 7 Britain being a party the matter must be placed before the 
League of IS'ations whereof India was acclaimed as an original member. 

Mr. Bang a Iyer agreed with Sir Abdur Bahim that sufficient material had not 
been placed for proper consideration and yet they could not throw away two 
crores. 

Sir 0-e^rge Schuster opined that India had gained something substantial by this 
award. There were three matters before the tribunal. Firstly, capitation charge with 
the War Office ; secondly, Air Minister’s claim in respect of the capitation charge 
and lastly India’s claim for a general contribution. On calculation it appeared that 
the first two figures set themselves off against each other and that was why there 
was no restrospective eftect given to this award. As for the claim for a general con- 
tribution, they might feel disappointed at the figure of two crores. The tribunal 
did not take account of the point whether troops maintained in India were more 
than what were required for India’s own purpose because that was a military issue 
and would have meant disclosing secret plans. 

Capt Lalchand advised the House to trust the Government of India in their 
efforts to defend India’s claim and accept the award gratefully. 

The motion was talked out and the Assembly adjourned, 

Anti-untouchabilitt Bill 

25ih. JANUARY : — This being a day for non-official bills the House took up 
further consideration of Mr, M. C. Bajah’s Anti-Untouchability Bill. 

Pandit 8. N. Sent who had not finished his speech in the Simla session, resuming 
his argument opposed the bill. He also maintained that as the subject matter of the 
bill was sub-judice before a Poona court, the bill should be ruled out in the same 
way as Mr. Patel did against the Public Safety Bill. The President asked the 
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speaker to read the plaint (which Pandit Sen did) to show how the matter was 
subjudiec : 

The 'President said the case was instituted after the introduction of the bill. 
He added it would be an impossible position for any legislature if bills could be 
held up because some one filed a case before a court of law and make the matter 
suijudice to prevent a certain measure from being passed. 

Pandit Sen thereupon raised another point taking his stand on sec. 84 of the 
Government of India Act. He said the Indian Legislature being subordinate to the 
British Parliament it could not pass a measure contravening unwritten laws. 

Raja Bahadur Krishnamachariar intervening helped to explain Pundit Sen’s 
point and said freedom of worship and conscience were inherent rights conferred 
on the people of Great Britain and Ireland under the Magna Charta and the 
Petition of Rights and recognized as an unwritten law. The Indian Legislature 
being subordinate to Parliament had no right to interfere and the present oil! was 
ulira vires. 

The President ruled that the bill did not make inroads on the freedom of wor- 
ship or conscience and did not contravene the unwritten laws of the United 
Kingdom (Applause). 

Proceeding, Pandit Sen criticised Mahatma Gandhi and said Mahatma Gandhi had 
been boycotted for his unreligious movement in the United Provinces and 
Bengal. 

Several members interrupted that Mahatma Gandhi had not yet gone to the 
United Provinces and Bengal. 

Pandit Sen emphasised how Mahatma Gandhi evaded invitations from Pandits 
and the Sankaracharya for discussion. He pointed out that several Sanatanists were 
seriously injured at Jubbulpore and Palghat at meetings where so-called non-violent 
crowds were shouted down. The speaker maintained that Mahatma Gandhi was not 
a Hindu. Instead of openly admitting the failure of civil disobedience he found an 
excuse in the Harijan movement which was another Himalayan blunder. He con- 
tended that untouchables, whatever their culture, could not come up to the standard 
of caste Hindus. He waped the Government against another mutiny and asked 
to intervene by putting a stop to Mahatma Gandhi’s irreligious campaign. 

Mr. Jadhav occupied _ half an hour replying to criticisms against the measure. 
His remarks about certain aspects of untouchability provoked the wrath of Mr. 
Amarnath Dutt and a few others. Mr. Jadhav maintained whatever the origin of 
untouchability the untouchables were entitled to be treated as human beings. 

Raja Bahadur Krishnamachari moving for circulation said it was agreed by 
Mahatma Gandhi that legislation against untouchability would be passed in the first 
national Parliament and in the meantime no coercion would be used to remove it. 

Jfr, Ranga Iyer asked if passing of legislation meant coercion. 

Raja Bahadur Krishnamachari replied that any legislation was coercion if it was 
i^ainst the conscience and religion of the people. Continuing, Baja Bahadur 
Krishnamachari regarded it as a tragedy that those who did not know Bauskrit 
and could not understand Hindu law posed as its interpreters and wanted to amend 
in’ l-Q ^he British courts to apply it. On the authority of Mahatma 

Gandhi and the Government of India Baja Bahadur Krishnamachari maintained 
that this bill interfered with religion. He took to task those persons who had no 
occupation, posted as reformers and went about the country, wasting their own 
time and others' money and thursting their non-religious belief on others, He 
particularly criticised Mahatma Gandhi who, he said, was changing his views from 
time to time, trying to justify all those views, ruining careers of thousands of 
youngmen and now depriving foolish people their money. His epithet of ‘Harijan’ 
for untouchables was widely resented by the untouchables themselves and one 
SriDivasan had stated so in a Madras paper. 

Concluding Baja Bahadur Krishnamachari said revolutionary changes had 
occurred jn the social life of India during the last 30 years and many more were 

expect^ in the next 15 years. Why then impose them by force and thereby lose a 

good chance of uniting all together and obtaining the goal ? 

Signing op Indo-jap Tpeaty in London 

The adjournment motion regarding the signing of the Indo-Jap treaty was taken 
referred to the fact that when it was decided to have the Conference 

in India it was acclaimed as giving a new status to India. Now, however, it 

was proposed that the Indian delegates were not to initial the treaty in India and 
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the formal sifijnaturo should take place in London. This treaty was merely a domes- 
tic matter concerninj; India and Japan and Mr. Das asked what objection could the 
Foreign Office in London take thereto. The treaty itself as published was good and 
Sir Joseph Bhore and other delegates deserved congratulation. He was glad that the 
Government had not been side-tracked by Bombay millowners. But, he asked, did the 
Government of India ask the British Government to confer on them plenipotentiary 
powers in this respect so that the formality of signing be also done in India. If not 
why not? India had signed the Treaty of Versailles as a separate entity and, also’ 
Locarno and JCellog Pacts. Now the Indian delegates to the Universal Postal Con- 
gress would sign at Cairo. Why should not the same right given in the case of 
this purely commercial convention with Japan when India is supposed to enjoy a 
fiscal autonomy convention and when Britain's foreign relations were not disturbed 
thereby. 

Mr. 8, C. Mitra said that no international obligation of the British Government 
was violated by the agreement and basing the claim on India’s signing of Versailles 
Treaty and the Disarmament Convention, the speaker pleaded for signing the treaty 
in India. He hoped Government would not stand on formalities and would pay 
heed to the national sentiment and self-respect. Mr. Mitra thought Mr. B. Das W 
rendered a national service by bringing this matter before the House. 

Sir Joseph Bhore^ replying, emjihasiscd the constitutional position of India and 
said the only exception he knew of was the Versailles Treaty. 

Sir Joseph Bhore continued : 'India is not an international unit and had never 
been treated as an independent unit of the Commonwealth. If my friend's sugges- 
tion is that the constitution be changed, it is a perfectly logical position, but so long 
as the constitution stands we cannot get away from the consequences of that cons- 
titution.’ Sir Joseph Bhore dissected llie motion and said that as regards its charge that 
the signing of the treaty of London would reduce the constitutional status of India, 
at present it was impossible for the Government of India to enter into a treaty and 
whether the treaty was signed in London or India that constitutional position would 
remain unaltered. 

As regards the integrity of the Fiscal Autonomy Convention, Sir Joseph Bhore 
said there was not a vestige of truth in the suggestion that Whitehall influenced 
them. He remarked ; “The conclusions embodied in the treaty wore ours and ours 
alone (applause) arrived at by the Government of India, as being in their judgment 
in the best interest of this country. The treaty will bo signed in London between 
representatives of his Majesty’s Government and the Government of Japan, but the 
signing of this treaty will not alter by one jot or tittle the substance of the agreemeut, 
(Hear, hear.) The Government of India claim that the fiscal autonomy convention 
was honoured in the spirit and the letter. Mr. Das is straining after the 
shadow when we already have the substance in our hand’’. Sir Joseph Bhore took 
the opportunity of publicly acknowledging that during the whole course of the 
negotiations they were fully assured of the help and support of his Majesty’s 
Government and that fact was a matter of utmost value and importance. (Applause). 

Concluding Sir Joseph Bhore said : Tor the first time in our history we have 
through oui own representatives, on our own soil, entered into an agreement 
with the representatives of a foreign country. That marks a definite epoch in our 
history and I would ask this House whether it is for that that they move this 
motion in order to censure the Government. (Applause). He asked Mr. Das 
to withdraw the motion. 

Mr, B. Das said his speech was misunderstood. Ho did not say the Government 
of India did not act rightly but wanted them to ask the British Government to 
confer plenipotentiary powers on three Indian delegates to sign the treaty. 

Mr. Das then withdrew the motion. The House at this stage adjourned. 

The Takief Bill 

26 th. JANUARY : — Discussion was resumed to-day on the motion for a select 
committee on the Tariff Bill. Supporting the select committee motion Mr. Jadhav 
read out several telegrams from the Ogale Glass Works urging protection against 
Japanese inroads into the Indian market. 

While warmly supporting the Select Committee motion, Mr. Mody 
deprected the Commerce^ Member attaching too much importance to the most- 
favoured-nation clause which nowadays had been looked upon by several countries 
most unfavourably. _ In his opinion the most-favoured treatment was not sacrosanct 
in commercial treaties as used to be a few years ago. 
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Referring to the consumers, the speaker maintained^ that they had no right to 
clamour against the measure as inaction at the present juncture would mean India 
to be perpetually an exporter of raw materials, always looking for foreign countries 
to send manufactured goods, 

Mr. Q-huznavi vigorously expounded the view-point of consumers and characterised 
the bill as amazing as it surely was not in the interest of the_ masses and neither 
in the interest of the minor industries, particularly the hosiery industry. He critici- 
sed the Commerce Member who did not care to quote the figures of import 
before 1931-32. He maintained that the reduction of prices of imported 
articles was not due to the Japanese yen but to the world-wide depression. He 
reminded Government of the intense Congress boycott movement during 1931-32, 
Naturally import were considerably less that year. He had the figures for certain 
articles the imports of which fell 60 per cent, and now thanks to the efiective 
measures taken by the Government normal conditions had been restored with an 
outlook for increased trade. Showing samples of undervests Mr. Ghaznavi remarked 
that it cost 10 ss. per dozen and now the duty imposed, was Rs. 1-8 so that it 
could not be sold for less than Rs. 2-2. He asked, was it in the interest of the 
consumers ? In the name of a handful of industries — 

Mr. Ramsay Scott challenged that he could supply any amount at Rs. 1-4 
a dozen. 

Mr, Ghaznavi retorted“‘You yourself had admitted you could produce only 23 
per cent. How can you supply the whole requirements ? 

Sir Joseph Bhore — It is an under-estimate. 

Proceeding, Mr. Ghuznavi quoted several other industries like pottery, umbrellas, 
etc., and emphasized that there was no justification to impose such a heavy duty of 
250 per cent, on the mere excuse of depreciation of the Japanese yen. They could 
not infuse efficiency in inefficient industries by mere protection. 

Continuing, the speaker said that there was no umbrella industry in India. Then 
why a specific duty of 8 as, was levied so that the prices of even toy umbrellas 
costing three or four annas had increased enormously. He warned the Commerce 
Member that by this measure he was simply goading them to follow Mahatma 
Gandhi to wear only loin cloth and take sun-bath and rain-bath. (Laughter). 

Concluding Mr. Ghuznavi felt that neither Indian industry nor imports will thrive 
while the measure was definitely against the interests of the masses. 

Mr. Ranga Iyer described Mr. Ghuznav^s speech as in the interest of the Japanese 
masses and against the Indian masses. Why should the champion of the Japanese 
masses add to the severity of the unemployment problem in India. He (the speaker) 
would rather see 30,000 starve in Japan than 300 in India. 

Sir Ahdur Rahim did not object to the bill being taken to the select committee 
but wanted members of the committee to understand its complicated nature and 
the economic and political issues involved. Government might get the bill or any 
measure passed here. But responsibility would rest solely on an executive irrespon- 
sible to the House. The question was whether the industries to which the hill 
intended to afford protection were capable of establishing themselves at an early 
date and benefitting the country as a whole. He asked how many companies which 
were affected now had proved their case for protection, Had they shown their 
dividends ? If so, before whom ? 

Sir Joseph Bhore informed that the Tariff Board's President and the Director- 
general of Commercial intelligence conducted the investigation of figures relative 
to imports of the articles in question and the questionnaire was issued to every 
industry and every chamber of commerce. 

Sir Abdur Rahim remarked that mere questionnaires were not 'enough. Have the 
facts been tested ? Have the interests of the consumers been taken into considera- 
tion ? If the price level of manufactured articles was raised what was the price 
level of agricultural produce? jls there not greater need to protect the agricul- 
turists ? ‘I do want industrialisation in India, But by this protection or subsidy 
industries must have a fair chance to establish themselves. Otherwise, where is the 
need for entering into this economic war against Japan ? If by the bill only a few 
industrialists alone are to benefit and not the people as a whole then I object. We 
are prepared to protect our own industries and benefit our own countrymen. 
Whether it affects Japan or Italy or any other country is no concern of ours.’ 

Mr. Joshi asked why the facts reviewed by the President of the Tariff Board 
and the Director General of Commercial Intelligence were not placed before the 
Assembly ? Was it not a duty of the Government of India to have informed the 
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public of the facts ? Why should Government bo afraid of publicity and how was 
the country to judge the justification for such measures of protection ? It appeared 
to him that the House trusted the Commerce Member too much. (Laughter). 

Mr, S. 0. Mitra said there was perfect agreement on the principle of the bill. 

It was the duty of the Select Committee to see that the consumer was not unduly 
penalized. He complained against the Select Committee being hustled. Mr. Mitra’s 
complaint against the committee being hustled was taken up by others including 
Baja Bahadur Krishnamachari with the result that on the President’s suggestion 
Mr. Aahar All’s motion for a committee to report not later than Feb. 5 was adopted. 

Sir Joseph Bhore wanted the House against accepting the circulation motion of 
Mr. Maswood Ahmed as it would render protection illusory and nugatory for a 
long time. He maintained that the hill was intended to help people and not a few 
industrialists only, because, for instance, hosiery, soap and sugarcandy were largely 
cottage industries.’ This bill had tho same object as the Safeguarding of Industries 
Act passed by the House about a year ago. Tlio suggestion that it was intended 
to help the industrialists of Britain was fantastic. ^ ^ ^ .u- t , 

Beferring to Mr. Ghuznavi’s and fcSir Abdur Bahim’s charge that nothing had been 
done to raise agricultural prices, Sir Joseph Bhore referred firstly to the Wheat 
Import Duty Act the effect of which had been to arrest the fall in prices ; secondly 
the Indo-Japanese x\greement by which one-third India’s cotton crop would be sold 
and thirdly the Ottawa Agreement under which enormous increases were recorded 
in the exports of rice and linseed. 

Concluding, Sir Joseph Bhore promised to place before tho Select Committee all 
relevant facts so that when the bill emerged it would be a fair and reasonable 
measure and the scales would be held evenly between all the interests in the country. 

Mr, Masioood Ahmed withdrew his circulation motion. Tho motion for a Select 
Committee which would report by Feb. 5 was carried. 

At the President's suggestion, Sir Joseph Bhore promised to supply a memoran- 
dum explaining the existing level of duty and tho proposed changes against each 
item along with the Select Committoe^s report. 

IMPEEIAL Bank Bill 

Sir George Schuster next moved for consideration of tho Imperial Bank Bill as 
reported by Joint Select Committee of both Houses. Ho said it was in fact a conse- 
quential measure baaed mainly on tho proposals of the Keserve Bank Bill and as 
Buoh he hoped none of the provisions would be controversial. He hoped the House 

would pass the measure. . , , .u 

Dr. Ziauddin moved an amendment that the bill bo recommitted to the same 
Joint Select Committee. He criticised the exhorbitant discount rates of the Imperial 
Bank and thought that the statutory provision for giving 12 per cent dividend to 
the share-holders while the rate of interest was only three or throe and half per cent 
was justified. He emphasised that a second bank by statute, besides the Keeerve 
Bank, waa unnecessary. 

The Assembly then adjourned till the 29th. 

Sea Customs Act Amendment Bill 

29 lh. JANUARY George Schuster introduced the bill to-day to amend the Sea 
Cnstoms Act, 1878, Under Sec. 42 of the Act a drawback of seven-eights of the 
customs duty paid on goods on imporation is repayable at the re-export of goods 
subject to certain conditions. The provision was : originally intended to apply to 
merchandise imported for sale in order that the goods remaining unsold in this 
country might be sent for disposal in other markets without the handicap of a ta^ 
In practice, however, this concession was allowed even in respect of goods which 
passed into use after import in violation of the ordinary accepted principle that 
customs duty is a tax on consumption. In many cases like cars and cinematograph 
films goods spend much or most of their useful life in this country wi^in the 
period allowed before re-exportation under the claim for drawback. The Govern- 
ment of India have long felt that to grant a drawback on used goods was wrong m 
principle and they decided that the payment of such drawback be discontimiea 
except in special cases to be prescribed by rules. The present bill is meant to give 
effect to this decision. This has become pressing as a result of certain circumstances 
now arisen, namely increasing inducement now afforded by the considerable 
enhancement in the rates of customs duty in recent years and the demand for 
prohibition of drawback on exposed cinema fims on their re-exportation. 
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IMPEEIAL BANE BILL DEBATE 

Eules Under Sea Customs Act 

Sir George Schuster moved for the election of six members who 'along with two 
Government nominees wonld constitute a committee for the purpose of calling for 
and considering reports regarding the working of rules made by the Central Board 
of Eevenue under sec. 195-A of the Sea Customs^ Act and as^ to the effect upon 
agricultural and small industrial users of fuel oil of the duties imposed by the 
Tariff Bill passed during the last session. Sir George Schuster said the motion 
was in accordance with the promise he had made during the last session. 

Mr, James on behalf of the European group said every^ tariff or finance bill 
passed by the House must affect some interest or other and it would be a dange- 
rous precedent to elect a committee to watch the operation of the Act. He also 
reminded the House that the standing committee on Industries and Labour elected 
by the House already existed. 

Sir George Schuster replying said the point should have been made when he 
originally offered to set up such a committee. The present constitution was such 
that the Government wished to show that it was responsive and they were working 
experimentally to some extent. He agreed that such experiments should not be 
regarded as creating unalterable precedents. The motion was passed. 

Imperial Bank Bill 

The House then took up further consideration of the Imperial Bank Bill. 

Mr, Vidyasagar Pandya said Sir George ^ Schuster had^ characterised this bill 
as a consequential measure but in the speaker’s opinion this was not so. It was 
another white elephant tied to the tail of the white elephant of the Eeserve Bank, 
Proceeding, Mr. Pandya criticised the bill in all its aspects. He said that while 
there were certain improvements, they had been pushed to_ the background owing 
to the objectionable provisions which were still kept prominent. The most objec- 
tionable provision was the system of proxies. He lengthily dilated on the tardy 
manner in which the Indianisation of the Imperial Bank was proceeding. He also 
objected to the differential treatment afforded to European against Indian institu- 
tions. Concluding, the speaker pleaded for a liberal interpretation of the Eeserve 
Bank so that the work of the Eeserve Bank might be rendered smooth and successful. 

Mr, Azhar Ali supported Dr. Ziauddin^s amendment that no statutory privilege 
be given to the bank unless and until it had agreed to advance money on the 
security of immovable property. 

Mr, Thanipan on the other hand did not think that long-term credit on lands 
was a sound proposition, While supporting the motion for consideration he hoped 
sufficient pressure would be brought to bear upon the directors of the Imperial 
Bank to see that proper investments were made in the country to foster its 
economic well-being. 

Mr. Lahiri Chaudhury warned the Government against alienating the sympathy 
of landlords and thereby inviting communism and revolution in the country. Short- 
term loans, he said, was a legitimate claim of the landlords and tenants who 
formed the backbone of the country and 75 per cent, of the population of India. 
If this was not granted, a statutory bank like the Imperial Bans was unfit to exist 
in the country. 

Mr, Bhupat Singh emphasised that it was the duty of the Government to keep 
an eagle eye on the Imperial Bankas activities and to ascertain that the bant was 
not carrying on business in the interests of England as opposed to those of India. 

Dr. Balal, opposing Dr. Ziauddin^s motion, opined that the Imperial Bank 
though constituted under statute was a private institution and the directors and 
Governors were exclusively responsible to the shareholders. Therefore the question 
of recruitment was a concern of the bank and was not under the control of the 
Government. Dr. Dalai proceeding said it was a matter of satisfaction that the Imperial 
Bank was sympathetic towards Indian aspirations. During the period 1921 to l933 only 
41 Europeans were recruited while 243 Indiana had been taken on the supervising 
staff. 

Sir George Schuster said that the point of view of landowners as expressed in 
the debate was quite reasonable, and announced that the Government of India 
would be prepared to give sympathetic consideration to any sound scheme put up 
by provincial Gk}vernment8 for establishment of a land mortgage bank (applause) 
and that he would introduce this session a small bill at the instance of Madras 
Government, who were anxious that the securities of a particular cooperative land 

13 
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mortgage bank be treated as trustee securities. So far as the Imperial Bank was 
concerned, the Government, the House and the country were interested in seeing 
that the bank, which would bo the agent of the Eeservo Bank, was run on souna 
lines. A bank which dealt with the depositor's money could not bo asked to do 
unsound business. The Imperial Bank was only too anxious to earn profits for 
its shareholders, and if the bank was not willing to do the business of giving 
long term loans on immovable property, that showed that the bank considered that 
it was not business. The Government of India allowed certain balances with the 
Imperial Bank, but those had been calculated barely to compensate the bank for its 
services to the Government, 

Dr. Ziauddin^s amendment was rejected. The ITouso took the bill into considera- 
tion and started examination clause by clause. SoricB of amendments moved by 
Br. Ziauddin were rejected except one which the Government accepted, namely, 
one proposing that the two directors nominated by the Governor-General to the 
central board shall not be ofliccrs of Government. Fourteen clauses were adopted 
and clause 15 was under discussion when the House adjourned. 


A. B, Baix.way Babrenokus Grienances 

30th. JANUARY Non-onicial resolutions including two relating to unemploy- 
ment figured on the order paper today, 

Mr, Q. R, Roy moved that immediate and adequate stops be taken by the Rail- 
way Board to redresa various grievances of the general travelling public and parti- 
cularly of the public travelling by the Assam Bengal Railway. Ho narrated his 
personal experience of the inconvenience caused by low platforms, by stations being 
away from the road and deaths or injuries caused by people having to use bridges 
and footpaths and mentioned how the upper class waiting rooms were neglected. 

Mr, Hazelett, official member from Assam, who had travelled by the Assam- 
Bengal Railway for 35 years, thought the grievances of Mr. Roy should really be put 
before the local advisory committee. He hoped Mr. Roy would withdraw his reso- 
lution if Government undertook to forward the debate to the Agent. 

Mr, Lahiri Chaudhury supported the resolution and said the greatest inconveni- 
ence was that no return tickets were issued on the Assam Bengal Railway. 

Mr, Amarnath Butt thought the best solution (was to nominate Assembly members 
to the local advisory committees which would obviate the necessity of their raising 
debates in the Assembly. 

Sir Joseph Bhore replying expressed sympathy with Mr. Roy especially for the 
inconvenience caused by the low-level platforms (Laughter) andi for the fear caused 
to him by the king of the jungle waiting for Mr. Roy. Ho expressed willingness 
to forward the debate to the Agent and when the Agent’s report came to consider 
what could be done further. He hope the member would withdraw his resolution. 

Mr. Roy said he did not want the resolution to bo passed because he wanted 
cheap notoriety but he wanted an assurance that the grievances would 
be remedied. He said he had already seen the Agent and the D. T. 8. and raised 
the patter in the local Assam Council but there was no remedy. ‘It is all a case of 
coming and going and referring and nothing' (Laughter). Whore else can I go to 
ventilate my grievances ? 

Foiccs— We will vote you, don’t withdraw. 

Mr. Roy thereupon changed hia mind and the President put the resolution to 
vote. The Government opposed but the resolution was carried amidst cheers without 
division. 


Workers’ Unemployment 

Mr, N. M, Joshi then moved a resolution urging immediate steps to protect workers 
country against unemployment and reduction of wages. He emphasised 
that the number of dependents had been increasing while employment was 
QimiDiahing year after year. Workers at ports did not get work for ten or twelve 
days every month and at the same time wages had been reduced by 30 to 40 per 
cent, and in certain cases even more. He attributed those miseries to the reduction 
unetnployment to the capitalist system based upon competition, There 
was tne example of Soviet Russia where this problem had been most successfully 
witti there were also the schemes worked out by Signor Mussolini, Herr 
tRot firf/Sr Roosevelt. Having followed these countries he would suggest 

^ new constitution they should lay down a fundamental right that the 
worker shall have the right to live. Government should immediately give effect to 
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the recommendation of Sir Arthur Salter for a proper economic survey and indus- 
tnal planning. Dealing with the currency question the speaker said he would 
advocate even inflation. 

Continuing Mr. Joshi said the present conditions were similar to those in times 
of famine and quoted the Whitley Commission’s report in support of his suggestion 
t^t Government should undertake big works like new railways, canals etc. He 
affirmed that the unemployed in India were entirely maintained by the employed 
workers so that the responsibility of the latter increased. He pointed out tnat 
America and other countries despite the depression did not try to reduce the wages. 
So also he would request the Government of India at least to make a thorough 
enquiry before wages were reduced in any industry. In this connection he parti- 
cularly impressed that Government ought to see that protected industries shared a 
proper portion of their profits due to protection with their workers. He warned 
that the policy of hesitancy would not do and Government must take a bold step 
forward and give effect to the Royal Commission’s recommendations. 

i/r. B, Das felt that Japan, America and other countries were rationalising 
their industries and though they were faced with deficits they were able to cope with 
the situation. In India the question was different. He complained that Government 
delayed the making of an economic survey of India. Mr. Das emphasised that the 
sovereign nations of the world were at present suffering from aggressive nationalism 
and they ceased to look in terms of internationalism. Under such conditions India 
being a subject country suffered the most. He did not agree with Mr. Joshi’s 
advocacy of the Whitley report. In his opinion India had outgrown its recommen- 
s-tid her problem was more acute and required different handling. 

iSir George Schuster said the real problem was not so much industrial unemploy- 
ment as Mr. Joshi’s motion referred as lack of purchasing power of the masses 
as a whole. Mr. Joshi’s premises were all incorrect and his speech merely 
emphasised the n^d of change in the method of collection and presentation of 
statistics. The Finance Member quoted the figures of production in the textile and 
steel industries in India compared to the United Kingdom, America, France and 
Japan during the last six years and affirmed the increase of production in India 
was the greatest. He repeated that even if production was not profitable the actual 
scale of production for various reasons was increasing. Sugar manufacture in India 
had enormously increased in the last lew years. 

Proceeding, Sir George Schuster referred to the economic survey now in progress 
and hoped it would lead to a better organization of statistics and production, 
information of which would be instructive to the public. Deflation had been sugges- 
ted, so also other solutions. But the Finance Member opined there was no magic 
remedy for the present trouble. If they examined the position in any country 
whether with deflation or inflation and depreciated currencies the position was very 
much the same as in India. The Government of India had been trying their best 
within the limits of sound finance. They had restored credit. They could contemplate 
on a borrowing programme. But the difficulty was that sound financial schemes were 
not available. What was the use of building railways or other works if in the end they 
were not productive ? If they borrowed money and piled up public debt without 
increasing revenue then the result would be that the tax-payer of to-morrow would 
have to pay. Moreover, if any unforeseen disaster like the Bihar earthquake came how 
could they face the situation ? 

Sir George Schuster observed • ‘Now our credit is there and our ways and 
means position so strong that we shall not have any difficulty in providing money 
at reasonable terms in order to help the people of Bihar*. (Cheers). In fact, this 

instructive in the economic life of the country. Perhaps 
after 20 years when the situation was looked back the verdict would not be 
condemnatory or critical. Sir George Schuster assured that the Government had 
not been idle. They must have patience and work hard and not rush to quack 
remedies suggested by some publicmen. Government members here had not the 
time to think out a solution of the problems as a good deal of their time was spent 
in the Assembly. If they had more time they might think out better. Sir George 
Schuster promised serious consideration of all the suggestions. 

Mr, James welcomed the debate if only for the valuable announcement of Sir 
George Schuster that the credit and resources of India were equal to providing at 
Masonable rates of interest definite capital assistance to the devastated areas in 
Bihar.^ Iilr. James referred to the proceedings of the World Economic Conference 
m which directly remunerative works like irrigation, drainge, electrification, long 
distance telephone, drinking water, road and bridges constructions were advocated 
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Mr. Jtanga Iyer ehnipicd tbc British bureaucracy in India with autocracy and 
irrcBponsibiUty and said that they wore playing into the hands of othodoxy when 
they disallowed the Madras IjCgislativo Council to remove untouchability iu Madras 
where this evil had obtained its worst and acutest form. Mahatma Gandhi was 
never inconsistent so far as removal of untouchability was concerned. For political 
reasons ho might have boycotted this legislature, but why should not he ask the 
Government and legislature to eradicate this intolerable blot on Hinduism. He 
and Rao Bahadur Rajah are ready to withdraw the bills if the Madras legislature 
is allowed to bring these Bills. 

Sir Brojendra Miticr observed that much heat had been introduced in the debate. 
An examination of the legal aspect of the bill would show that the bill was vague 
and indefinite in its scope and in cfTcct neither the preamble nor the statement of 
objects and reasons, nor even the body of the Bill, referred to the disabilities sought 
to bo removed. The Law Member said : ‘Tt only mentions that the disabilities 
are arising out of oustoms, but docs not mention out of what customs. The 
Hindu Law \b based on texts and customs, and unless light is thrown as to 
what particular disabilities arising out of some particular customs are to 
be removed, it can not be known wnat bearing it will have on Law. Conclu- 
ding, the Law Member said, judged from the standpoint of enactments or 
customs or interpretation of law, the present Bill was vague and indefinite and 
cuts right across the law of ownership, law of trust and many other principles of 
law. It wanted to repeal certain enactments, but neither the Bill nor the members, 
who threw much heat without throwing any light, gave specific instances of enact- 
ments sought to be repealed. Ho described the Bill as a pious propaganda and not 
a serious enthusiasm lor reform. 

Opposing the suggestion of the Law Member that the Bill should be circulated 
for removing indefiaiteness, Biwan Bahadur Bfarbilas Sarda asserted that the Bill 
would remain as indefinite as it was now oven after circulation. Ho characterised 
the circulation motion as dilatory tactics. Ho rtdutc.d the arguments of the Law 
Member that the Bill cuts across the principle of ownership or trust as it only 
sought the removal of legal recognition of certain disabilities arising out of customs 
and usage only. 

Sir Harry Haig made the Governraonfc attitude as regards the proposed legisla- 
tion clear by stating that they would support the circulation motion of Raja Bahadur 
Erishnamacnariar as nobody knew what would be the precise effect of the Bill 
covering very wide issues. He denied Dewan Bahadur Harbilas Sar:]a ’0 assertion 
that the Government wanted to perpetuate untouchability and enumerated a long 
list of work done by the Madras Government towards economic and educational 
uplift of the depressed classes. 

Deep sense of gratitude in which Mahatmaji had put the depressed classes by 
hiB crusade against untouchability was expressed by tiao Bahadur M. C, Rajah 
who accused the Brahraim of cunning in as much as they possessed all temples 
which originally belonged to the untouchables. In the name of law and order 
untouchability was maintained and it was the law he sought to remove. He refused 
to be denied any more the elementary human rights. 

Rajah Bahadur Krishnamachari’s circulation motion was, however, carried. 
The House then adjourned. 

Medical Council Act Amending Bill 

5th. FEBRUARY : — Mr. 0. S. Bajpai introduced a Bill amending the Medical 
Council Act which would enable the University of Rangoon inter alia to elect a 
member, from among the members of its Board of Studies in Medicine, to the 
Indian Medical Council, 


Tariff Act Amending Bill 

-Ibseph Rhore introduced a Bill amending the Indian Tariff Act which gives 
enect to the Indo-Japanese and Bombay Lancashire Agreements. 

Indian States' Protection Bill 

The House then resumed the consideration of the Indian States’ Protection Bilk 

interesting and keen debate on the States’ Protection Bill 
Minister of the Patiala State, Mr, Barma of the Princes’ 
t) other distinguished visitors from the States and representatives of 

Diaces mple Conference were present ou the galleries, Mr. Krishnamaohari who 
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T7as on his legs on the last occasion when the bill was being discussed, continuing, 
referred to ^ the constitutional position of the States and observed that the Princes 
and the subjects^ of the States formed one entity. As such, there was no justification 
in interference, if the subjects waged war or a rebellion against the Princes. 

Mr, Glancy^ Political Secretary, asserted that the form of government was different 
in different States and the government of India could not dictate what the form of 
government would be in a particular State. He recognised that there was maladmi- 
nistration in_ the^ States, but several States had made rapid progress in improving 
their administration. When there was gross misgovernment in any State, the 
Government of India intervened to put things right. 

As to the objection raised that the bill would stifle even the legitimate criticisms, 
Mr. Glancy maintained that it was not the case. It was in the interest of the 
country as a whole to stop all organisations such as Jathas which often gives rise 
to communal bitterness. 

Sardar Harhansingh Brar began his speech on the bill, and he had not finished 
when the house adjourned. 

Workers’ Unemployment 

6th. FEBRUARY : — Discussion on Mr» N. M, Joshi^s resolution seeking to protect 
the workers against Increased unemployment and reduction of wages was 
resumed. 

Mr. S, C. Mitra, supporting the motion, urged the Government to do something 
to ameliorate the conditions oi labour. He stressed it was particularly binding on 
an alien Government to rule in such a way as there might be peace and contentment 
in the country. 

Mr. H. B. Clayton maintained that the industrial workers who received wages 
in cash were now much better off than they were in 1929 as there had been 
considerable fall in commodity prices without any corresponding reduction in wages. 

India was faced with was that of the agricultural labour who 
formed 70 per cent of the total wage earners in India, 

Mr. G, Morgan charged Mr. Joshes resolution with vagueness and indefiniteness 
as it did not offer any specific suggestion. 

Mr. 2; N. Eamkriskna Reddi suggested that the petrol tax revenues that were 
appointed to the Provincial Governments should be ear-marked for the development 
of rural communications and water supply. 

Mr, Ahdtil Matin Choudhury dealt with the resolution in wages due to depression 
in various countries. He said in Japan there had been reduction in wages by 13 
per cent, while the Bombay and Ahmedabad Millowners reduced wages by 25 per 
cent.^ In America new avenues were being 0{>ened for larger employment by a re- 
duction of the hours of work while in India nothing of that sort were being tried. 

Sir Earisingh Gour emphasised that unemployment was a large problem which 
had no_ ready-made solution. He suggested the establishment of a Central Board of 
Education to direct the Universities to impart technical and industrial education as 
also the establishment of a B 9 ard of Industry and Trade to control and guide as to 
how the country’s trade and industry should best be developed. 

Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore moved an amendment to the resolution that the 
unempl^ed agricultural labour and the educated youths might also be protected. 

vr. Ziauddin Ahm&d complained that the Education Advisory Committee to inves- 
tigate the means of providing industrial education was not opened on the plea of 
want of money. He deplored that the nation-building departments suffered due to 
the stringency of money. But, he said, for other departments moneyj was always 

ftYdllSDIG* 

Sir Henry Gidwey charged the Government with breach of promise regarding the 
educational policy which he condemned as thoroughly unsuitable to modern require- 
ments. He insisted that the educational system must be revised. 

Mr. Amarnath Butt deprecated the growing Industrialism which drew away the 
agricultural labour. 

Mr. G. G. Bajpai admitted that the grievance against the educational system was 
quite legitimate but due to financial stringency the Hartog Committee’s recommenda- 
tion for a Central Advisory Educational Bureau would not be materialised. 

Pandit 8. N. Sen attacked the system of education which enhanced unemnlov- 
ment. ^ ^ 

^ Sir Frank Noyce replying stated that it was a mistake to ! divert all attention on 
industrial unemployment which was not very acute like the agricultural distress 
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raufled by tbe heavy fall in commodity prices. IIo denied the existence of unemploy- 
ment in technical sense but admitted that there was under-onaployment due mainly to 
trade depression. He, however, expressed his willinpjncBS to accept the resolution in 
modified form, namely, that the Government would take such stops to remove un- 
pmnlovment and reduction in wapjes as may be practicable. 

V. M Joshi having accepted the Government modification, the House also 
accented the resolution. 

Mr S. G. Mitra then moved the resolution on equalisation of Import and 
Excise duties on kerosene. Ho asserted that discriminating treatment to the Burma Oil 
Companies by way of lower excise duty was most unjustified as it meant less money 
to the Indian exchequer, increased taxation to the taxpayers and penalisation of 
the consumers. The Burma Oil* companies during the past 25 years had been 
myine: fat dividends and making largo profits and as such it was not entitled any 
more to discriminating protection. Ho showed that the Burma Oil Company was 
really an English company and being not an indigenous concern it had no claim 
to differential treatment. If excise duty on Burma Oil bo incroaHod to the level of 
the import duty the Goverument would get about one croro of rupees. 

Mv Miller cited figures to show how largo a section of Indian labour was 
supported by the Burma Oil Companies and how in many ways it filled the Indian 

Singh welcomed the resolution ns it was calculated to give relief 
to the poor consumers and also bring moro revenues to tho (Jovernmont. He 
pointed out that with the separation of Burma, iho Burma Oil Oompany could no 
longer be considered an indigenous concern. Tho Burma Oil Magnates who were 
the^ originators of the idea of tho separation of Burma should pay tho penalty of 
increased excise duty on Burma Oil. 

The debate had not concluded when tho House adjourned. 


Indian States’ Pboteotion Bill 

7th. FEBRUARY The debate on tho States’ Protection Jfill was brought to an 
end by a closure motion from tho Oovornmout side. Tho opposition IpartKJS insisted 
on dividing the House against tho motion. The Govern men b carried tho vote by 
69 against 38 and Sir Harry Haig replied to tho debate, at tho concltiBiou of 
which the House referred tho Bill to a Bolecb Committeo. 

This division is the first of this session, and roughly rcllccts the relative stronglh 
of the two sides of the Bill. The motion to refer tho ifill to a Bolect Committee was 
carried by 68 to 30 votes, European, Centro and United India groups voting with 
the Government. 

Sir Abdur Rahim asked Sir Harry llalg whether ho would agree to delete in 
the Select Committee other provisions except Jathas and conspiracies, Bir Harry 
Haig replied that the Press provision was an cHSontial part of the Bill. 

Resuming his speech on tho Bill, Sardar Earha7is Singk Brar dealt with tho 
rights excercised by the Paramount Power over tho Pnnccs both in their internal 
and external affairs. If, ho said, tho rights exercised by tho Paramount Bower in 
internal affairs were directed to meet tho wishos and demands of tho subjects of 
the States, it would go a long way in stopping all agitations against tho Princes 
and would conduce to their welfare. Ho complained that, although it was the 
declared policy of the Paramount Power to intorvone in tho interest of good Govern- 
ment and in the^ interest of tho StaW subjects, it was seldom applied. On tho 
other hand, tho Princes are always given undue protection, with tho result that tho 
grievances of ^ the subjects are never rodressod. Bardar Ilarbans Bingh deprecated 
the demonstrations of the States’ people outside their own State’s border just as it 
was undesirable on tho part of tho British Indian subiocts to agitato against tho 
British Indian Government within tho States. 

Mr. F, B. James observed tho provision of tho Bill amending tho Indian Penal 
Code gave a new definition of India covering tho whole or India, including tho 
States, which was a strikingly undesirable legal departure. Tho speaker opined that 
the Bill was urgently called for to prevent tho unconstitutional agitation of the 
leading Jathas, which might lead to war. He admitted that there was misgovorn- 
ment in certain States, but that was no argument why protection Ho States should 
be withheld. The provisions relating to Press should be carefully examined so as 
to allow free play of legitimate criticism. Continuing, Mr, James pleaded for reci- 
procity, asking the States to afford the same protection to the British Indian sub- 
jects aa they claimed for themselves. He had evidonco of tho terrorist movonaent 
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States^ and it behoved the Princes to control 
nrtf hn™ ill many States at ab, so that arms may 

to the British Indian terrorists from within their States. 

Jn Rahim wondered as to who gave the lead 

of States Protection, Sir Harry Haig or any other European? Con- 

Rrifi'Ii?' T^!r ‘ Indians just as we are and 

in Indian India are inter-related so much so that what happens 

reacts on the other. When we are daily quarrelling for more powers 
fnrma POssibly wcalmn the Princes’ Powers. But that is no reason why the 
0^1 ^ Government should not be changed which at present are nothing but 

personal rule. _ In spite of what Sir Harry Haig might say, political 
It tiona are not like zoological or archaeological specimens meant to be preserved. 
^ want change in the form of Government. We want that there 

public opinion on every kind of administration.” Proceeding, 
bir Abdur B^im observed that the Bill would restrict certain rights, liberties and 

for the sake of the Princes, which was most unjustified. 
Wnen the Criminal Law Amendment Act was passed which curtailed the jurisdic- 
^ courts, it was urged by the Government that the measure was necessary to 
restore law and order to pave the way to political reforms. But there was no such 
underlying the present measure. Is some political reform contemplated 
0 the p^ple the btates, the speaker asked. That was not certainly the case, 
ne saiu. ihe Political Department under the Federation would be placed under 
ne Viceroy, who would remain absolutely secret and sacrosanct. Under the cir^ 
mimstancea Indians should not concern themselves about the administration of the 


The closure motion was carried by 59 against 39 votes. 

Beplying, Sir Harry Haig denied the allegation that the intention of the Bill 
was to induce the Princes to join the Federation, nor did the Government intend 
0 ™ “Psrule, if any, in the States. He had no doubt that the liberty 

of the British Indian Press had been much abused. But the Bill did not preclude 
It from ventilating the legitimate grievances just as it criticised the British Indian 
aaministration under the existing Press Act. The papers which might be found 
guilty under the proposed measure will have the right of appeal. As regards the 
+ arms to the terrorists, the Government had been in correspondence with 
ne btato since July, 1932 in order to ensure a stricter watch on the movement of 
I^he Bill was referred to a Select Committee by 63 against 30 votes after 
which the Assembly was adjourned. 


EIhadi Bill Passed 

Assembly proceeded to transact busineas regarding the 
non-omcial bills. ^ 

Mr. Gayaprasad Singh, in moving his Khaddar Name Protection Bill, said that 
> ^ proposed legislation was very innocuous and hoped the Assembly would pass 
it yiphout any opposition from any body. He deplored the attitude of Mr. Mody 
ana the Bombay Millowners’ Association to the measure, which had the support 
even of the Provincial Governments of Madras and the Central Provinces. He also 

^ operative part of the Bill would depend on the discretion of 

the Provincial Governments. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhava, supporting the Bill, said that the Bill, if passed, should he 
G^f^ced immediately without waiting for Provincial Autonomy. 

Mr. B, Das stated that the Bombay Millowners were making huge profits because 
they produced spurious stuff but passed it as Khaddar. 

(7. S. Ranga Iyer and Dewan Lalckand Navalrai also supported the Bill, 
which was then passed without any opposition. 

Bills Fall Theouoh 

Dewan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda, Mr. Amar N. Dutt and Khan Bahadur 
Wmhiuddin being absent, the Bills standing against their names fell through. The 

maiatenance of Hindu widows, Succession to Stridhan under 
Day abhag, Repeal ot Bengal State Prisoners’ Regulation of 1818 and the amendment 
of the Child Marriage Act. 

14 
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Bill to viiotkot Minor CJirlb 

Kunrrar Haghuhir ^in(jh, iti inovioir for (’nnHtd«Tat.ion of ihe Bill to protect 
minor mid that tho ovil of daoi.cldt‘r-aolhn /4 jimornf'd dan^:orou9 proportion 

in Indian finci(*ty and f*nn*^idonihly ito-roaKol tlio innidxT of widowB. He further 
stated that the Bill provide! for the prof e<-t ion of minor RirlH ai^iiinHt inequality of 
agoB of tho hritio and fht' hridogrtnytn and their tr(‘ntnj»'nt commodities. 

Mr. Jaditara, while, mipporting the pvimdplc of the Bill, pointed out the difficulties 
of lepislntion in a mat tor hka thia. 

According hiH hearty support, Drwan Bahadur Uarhilaa Sarda thought that 
the circulation of the Bill wan unuoccHHary. 

Bhai Faramanand thought that the Bill wuh uhcIchb and recpicsted the mover 
to withdraw it. 

Sir Harry Haitj stated that, tlmrc wan already lU'oyision in the. Child Marriage 
EeBtraiiit Act to peimlisc the pnri'nfs whf) marry their girls below 14 luid as regards 
the sale of minor girls, the Imiian Prtml ('o<h^ already c«»v(‘rH the offences of that 
kind. Ho infonnea the Jknmc that tlu' (Jovornment would support the circulation 
motion. 

The circulation motion was acetqded by tlui Houhc. 

Bar (loiiNt'H. Alt Amknlmicnt 

Mr. Amarnath LuUa mov<nl for circulation (d the Bill to further amend the 
Indian Bar (louncils Act of 

Sir liari&ingh Qour wanted that the <hslrihution hot ween the English and 
Indian bars should continue but the harnsters shonld pass sorno qualifying exami- 
nation in this country entitling them to prnclise in India. _ 

The Lato Memhar deidanal that personally ho was of opinion that there should 
bo a uniform Iiidiau Bar but, mwertheb-Hs, dlHiinctioiiH cxinted whieh were partly his^ 
torical and partly imwitahlc. Uc thought that tim<', wotild coukj whc.n tho whole of 
Indian Bar wotild ho muiHU'd by Indian law graduates. As the matter was very 
controverRial ho thought that p\iblic. opinion should la^ sought. 

Sir Lancelot Orahaui^ Taiw Reeretary, supporting tho eiretdation stated that the 
existing law imposed no distinction hotweim two brauchr 5 H of th(^ Bar. 

That the barristers arc more cultured^ mon* refined, and morc^ respectable was the 
claim pub forward by the barrister soctifuj of tho I louse such as Mj-ssrs. Bhagatram 
Puri and Anwarul Aram while tho vakil’s cas*^ was taken up by Mr. Bant Bingh 
who described tho former as “imported lawytTs.” 

After Mr. Amarnath Duit’s reply the House agreed to circulaio tho bill amending 
the Indian Bar Council Act. 


OxirER Non-Ofitlial Bii.lh 

Galloping progress was then made by tluyHmme in th(^ disposal of husinoRS after 
this, as many as fourteen non-offunal hiliH l)eing introduced among whom may be men- 
^oned M^Baghubir Singh’s Bill to Protect; th(^ Milch Cattle, Mr. AggarwaPs Rpeciftc 
Beason’s Eight of Partition Bills, Mr. NavalraPs Imiian Arms Armmdimmt Bill, the 
Land Acquisition Amendment Bill, tho Hindu Tcm|)lc.Kntry Disabilities Removal Bill, 
Mr. Am^nath Butt s Criminal Law and Civil Proeeduro (hide Amendment Bills and 

mu ® Protection against Disaffection Amendment Bill. 

The House then adjourned till tho 13fch. 


Debate on the Taetef Bill 

FEBRUARY r—That tho Tariff Rill was not meant to afford substantive 
protection for industries, but to restore prices to a comp(‘titivo level, was admitted 

When Sir Joseph Bhore asked the ITouso to 
amende.d by the Select Oommitlee, />. Ziauddin Ahmd 
hft TO JL saying that the (fays of free trade had gone. The whole world, 

India i\nf protection and ho wanted proteetion also for 

vernmern eapHalifltfl. He wond<‘rcd why the Go- 

cheanness nf over-valued exchange rate while it was seen that the 

Ahmed were duo to tho depreciated Yen. Dr. ^Ziauddin 

applied to non British^tl^Jo imposed on tho misciillancous articles 

?Xwh eh mean^^^^^^^ would bo taxed at the 'advalorcm’ 

wnien meant that the Indian ioduBtries would not got tho desired protection. 
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— lOi JCXiJ}. U-X J _ 

Mr. Ramsay Scott said that he would not accept anything measures 

pound as the specific duty on undervests. He considered the protection 

taken by the Government to be unsatisfactory and half he x * of the Tariff 

O Ba Maung pleaded for the exclusion of Burma tlifXtrir concerned or 

Bill as the Burmese were not connected with either '“j, W® t Burma was 

import trade because they were mainly agricultural and secondly mac 

likely to be separated. , rtriainal Bill by the Select 

Mr. Amarnath Dutt regretted the exclusion from the or g al^ ^ factorieg 

Committee of the 30 per cent, duty on ®hamd-we ^he Indian enamel in- 

were run specially in Bengal and if protection w > 

w.tn..g tb.. J.P.. ... b «»,.= to .h. »•"« 

Mr,' 5, 0. Mitra observed that, as io the to see that 

itself to the principle of discriminating P^^te® o , , , , , enquired thorou^- 

adequate protraction was given to the mdus nes It Bhould ^ " ^otection. Be 

ly whether other induscnes not mentioned m , i Articles worth 12 lakhs of 
stressed that enamelled hollow-ware industries P ^ lakhs The potentiality of 
rupees whereas the country’s total hv Xmekns . 

thi.s industry was great. So it should be pmte ^ T r, Vnnaa Iyer supported it. 

Mr. A. k ahuznavi also opposed the Bill. Mr. 0. S Ranga lyer e pp 

Sir Joseph Shore, replying, explained ^restore Fhe competitive prices^ prevailing 
tantive protection to the industries, bat to re nrices^ With regard to the 

in 1930-31, making allowances for the articles had been exor- 

complaint of Mr. Ghuznavi that duties on higher duty on the same articlea. 

bitantly high, he stated, that Japan imposed entered before the 

The Commerce Member refused to exempt ^ for consideration before 

Bill was introduced aa the importees had got sufficient notice for consiae 

the Bill was passed. 4 r^n fish 

Mr. Qhuznavi's attempt to omit the duty ^ f)r. Ziauddiu 

and whale oil proved abortive in spite of the 2 ";®“ “ 

Ahmed and Sh Leslie Hudson, leader of ^®^hLd when he tried by 

Mr. Ghuznavi was again supported l>y ^ ^ .^^en on cotton undervests 

®;ttog..h»h ... toi.o.d b, to. 

h..t bj i)b. Tbs'*!?. 

of Re. 1-8 per dozen on cotton undervests by nine annas per puuuu, 

game fate. The House then adjourued. nrcrinff 

14th FEBRUARY: — Further discussion on Mr. S, mineral oils "was 

equahsation of excise and import duties on keroseue and other mineral oils was 

g... . htotoj .hpp.« to to. H. ^ 

sshr sTpS M 

“liiSenl ol piio» «* 

lS.»Vrt‘r,T:id Oh to, .to.. h.hd. if i.p«t duty ™ 

0 “ “““ 

find oDDOsed Mr. Mitra’s proposal. Urtt. 

Sir George Schuster considered 

lassing for the Government ns they oo tliniifrht it very unfair that an at- 

without disclosing then budget posi ion, considered the resolu- 

tempt should be made to force the ^ the import and excise duties, 

tion to be very vague as it did were fostering indigenous in- 

duB?r“ll°Ehowe®e? Spected the oiF companies to secure the lowest possible rates 

for the consumers. 
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This provoked an anp:ry reply from Mr Mtira, who hoped that the resolution 
■would be accepted m the fipirifc in which it was moved Hh also characterised Sir 
George Schuster as the priest (^ivinpc his sermon and sliowmjr sympathy for Indian 
induBtries, which was not geiuuno The fact was that (ho British Government posses- 
sed 90 per cent capital inteiest m tlic Burma Oil Gompany and the Govt, of India 
had been turned down by Whitehall, who consider tho (4overnmcnt hero as mere 
post office. Why tho Burma Oil Company and the Socony, tho two great oil 
companies, control tho prices in rndia and tho India (Jovmnment being week-kneed 
can not control them, asked Mr Mitra As ho thought that hi9 purpose had been 
served, Mr. Mitra withdrew his icsolution. 

TjOAn ro Bihar 

Mr. G F. Binlia then moved. “This Assinnhly leeomrncnds to tho Governor General- 
in-Oouncil that he may bo pleased to advan(*o siudi loan, without inlerest or at a very 
low rate of mterest, to tho Government of Bihar and Grissa as will be required to 
help reconstruction of tho econorme striicturo of Bihar, dovastah'd by the recent earth- 
quake The mover gave a detailed aeeount of the havoc eauHed to tho people and to 
the Government, who received the major i>art of their rev<*nno from iho areas alTected. 
He hoped that tho country and the (Joveinment would lend a helpin hand m the 
dire distress. 

Maulana Shaft Dau(h said that immediate relief was now given in a liberal scale, 
but permanent reconstruction was required, not only in resjx^et of private houses 
but also m respect of local bodies. Distress had hi ought tluj people and tho Govern- 
ment together and removed tho jircvious cHtrangement and this atmosphere might 
spread to the rest of India 

Mr F Studd, on behalf of tho European group, whole-hoart<Mlly supported the 
resolution and instanced how tho European plnnti^r famihes too had flufferod los- 
ses He hoped that iho Government of India would not only advance loncs, but 
would give at least some portion of loans without intiwost. It was a national calamity, 
but the one bright spot was that it had brought eo-ofieration between diileront clas- 
ses. By helping Bihar they would bo heljnng the eansi^ of India 

Mr B, Das syrapathiscd, on behalf of Orissa, with tho surteriTs in Bihar and sug- 
gested that loans bo advanced, not under arbitrary limit, but accoiding to tho capa- 
city of an individual, repayable within fifteen years, of whndi in thi^ first two years 
no mterest would bo charged for tho money invested in rebuilding tho house. 

Sir Cowasp Jehangir said that if the Finanen Mimiber HUggesti'd that no interest 
would be charged for loans, the Assembly should aTiprovo tho snggi'stion (hear, hear). 
He estimated a crore and a half for repairing the (Jovernnumt liuildiugs, three crores 
for helping private people and a few crorcs for mutucipalitK'H* Tho estimate of five 
crores suggested by the Secretary of State was very inadecunUo. 

Sir George Schuster, replying, said that if tho resolution aimed at whipping the 
Government to take interest, it was unnecessary. If it aimed at supporing the Go- 
vernment and expressing flympaiby with Bihar he wGcomeil it, Tho (Government 
of India had already given earnest consideration, and Bir Allen Barsons, Finance 
Secretary, had examined tho position on the spot Bir (George Bchnstor, however, 
asked the House to remember two things. Fiistly, they wore dealing with public 
money and should see that the money used be most economically spent For this, 
they would depend on the Bihar Government. Bccondly, various types of cases had 
to be met, and each case would require separate action. 

Duty on Raw Exlmr 

Mr. Jadhav then moved a resolution that tho present duty on raw unexpected films 
be abolished for a period of fifteen years m order that the indigenous film industry 
may derive a substantial benefit and encouragement. 

Mr. Dudhona supported the resolution. 

8%r Frank Noyce said that he must repeat what he had said on this resolution on 
the last occasion. The Government had full sympathy m tho matter and tho Govern- 
ment was prepared to consider the question of relief to an extent so that tho Go- 
vernment should recoup themselves m respect of the drawback on films exported. 

Mr. Jadhav withdrew the resolution and tho House adjourned. 

Debate on the Tariff Bum 

T -—The Assembly resumed discussion on the amendments to the 

lanii tjuito-uay. In expectation of an animated debate on the conflicting interests of 
various inauBtiies and import trade public galaxies were pretty full with tho repre- 
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Bentatives of hosiery and enamel industry watching minutely the fate of the respec- 
tive amendments concerning their interests. 

Dr , Ziauddin Ahmed moved an amendment to substitute the duty of ten annas 
per dozen pairs of socks and stockings to six annas per pound, the intention being 
to reduce the burden of the consumers of Japanese articles. 

After Sir Joseph Bhore replied, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed’s amendment was rejected 
amidst loud cheers. 

Mr. Z>. K, Lahiri Qhoudhury moved an amendment for imposition of 30 per cent 
• duty for domestic hollow-ware namely, basins, bowls, dishes and plates, 

*°®l^ding rice cups, rice bowls* rice plates etc. The mover asserted that acceptance 
Diotion would be the acid test of the House as to whether it supported Indian 
industry or not. Mr. Lahiri Chowdhury showed samples of various enamel wares ma- 
nufactured by Indian concerns and compared them with similar Japanese products 
and emphasised that in quality and durability the Indian articles were superior. 

Mr. Bhupat Singh : What about the price ? 

Mr. Lahiri Chowdhury : That’s a nice question. The present Bill is to restore 
the competitive prices prevailing in 1931-32. In 1931-33 Japapese rice-cups were sold 
at Es. 2-6-0 per dozen, whereas the Indian rice-cups were sold at Rs. 2-4-0 per dozen. 
At present due to Japanese dumping the Indian nroducts could not compete, but 
even then it proves cheaper in the long run as it is far more durable. The Bengal 
Enamel Works was started in 1920 and they had made out a good case for protection. 

Continuing, Mr. Lahiri Chowdhury said that the Indian hollow-ware industry 
is at present meeting one-third of the total demand of the country and it had got 
potentiality. It could supply, he said, not only the total demand of the country 
but also compete in the world market provided it gets proper encouragement and 
Bupport. The speaker made a strong plea for adequate protection to the industry 
for some time so that it could stand on its legs within a short time and then it 
would be able to meet the country’s requirements at as cheap prices as that of the 
Japaneee articles. Mr. Lahiri Chowdhury appealed to the House to accept the 
amendment, otherivise, he said, the entire industry would be ruined. 

He was supported by Dewan Bahadur Mudaliar, Mr. P. E. James, Mr. N. M. 
Joshi, Mr. S. C. Mitra and partially by Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed. 

Mr. N, M, Joshi appealed to the President to follow the practice prevalent in 
the House of Commons and throw open the proceedings of the Select Committee 
to the public, at least that part of the proceedings which relate to the examination 
of expert witnesses or supply of information by the Government on the particular 
subject under discussion, because in its absence it becomes very difficult for the 
members who are not members of the Select Committee to judge on what basis the 
Select Committee came to its decision. 

Mr, S. C. Mitra cited statistics to show that the Indian factories were supply- 
ing about 30 per cent of the country’s consumption at prices which, if durability 
is taken into consideration, were much cheaper than the Japanese products, 

Mr. Satish Sen followed iu the same strain. 

Mr. Am U, Qhuznavi was not prepared to give any protection to the industry until 
the Committee of Enquiry reported that the Indian enamel industry was eligible 
for protection. 

Sir Darcy ^ Lindsay accorded whole-hearted support to the protection proposal, 
because coming as he did from Bengal he knew that the enamel industry there 
needed protection from unfair protection. 

Sir Joseph Bhore fully supported the measure as it was incorporated in the 
original Bill. Explaining the Government’s attitude towards the Select Committee, 
Sir Joseph said that the official members remained neutral, because one section of 
non-official members opposed the duty. 

The amendment was then carried unanimously amidst applause. 

During the debate on enamel industry the President observed that he strongly 
deprecated the practice of bringing by members exhibits on the floor of the 
House in support of their arguments. He requested the members to discontinue 
this practice in future. 

With the Government’s support, Mr. Lahiri Chowdhury succeeded in the removal 
of imposition of uniform flat rate specific duty on domestic earthenware, China and 
porcelain, irrespective of sizes. Mr. Lahiri Chowdhury's amendment which the 
House accepted divided tea-cups into those having a capacity of more than seven 
and a half ounces and less, duty on the former being what Government originally 
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proposed, nfirooly, ton annnn per dosif'n, whilo that on the latter class being four 
annas per do^on. Bimilar roclnotions woio olloctetl as regards tho saucers, teapots, 
sugar bowls, jnsrs and plnlos of sniallor 

Mr. i, IJ Qhuznavi and Mr -4^//ar Ah movocl amendments for inserting new 
clauses by whieh they sought to ex<‘mF)t from the operation of tho Tariff Aob those 
goods for which contract had been made before DtM’ember 22 last or sellers’ accep- 
tance had been put in courHc of tiaiismission to the bnvtT bi'foro the 9th January, 
1934 or which arrived nny Inclmn port tafore January 15 last 

8xr Moha^nmed Yakub and (Uma'^n Jihunqir supported tho acceptance of 
the amendment* Tho latter remaiked that it wan an (‘xei'ptiouid caso and although 
he did not want to set a bad preeedfail, he asked for cYiMiiplion in (his case as it was 
made on grounds of justiei' and iqiiify Hi' lofeircd to tho piolracted nature of the 
Indo-Japanesc negotiations and said how eouUl peoph' suspend nil their trade 
during that long pciiod ami await tho r<*Hult of th<' negotiaiionfl, Tho exemption 
in the ease of goods on tho high seas would not umtail much loss of revenue to 

the man n fact urors here* , , _ ^ ^ ^ , y ^ 

Mr, Neogi, quoting from the speivdies of Mr Jinuah and Pandit Motilal Nehru 
delivered m ifel, pleaded that ignorance of the nnpiMuliag taxation whoihor for 
revenues or for protection was no argument why emtnin goods in tiansit should be 
exempted. Ite wanted tln^ m.iuiUm.mce of that est iblislHMl pruieiple unless some 
convincing reasons for a contrary action was shown Ifc asktal tlio House to remem- 
ber the well-known legal maxim, *‘ho who seeks equity must como with clean 
bands ” 

Dr Zmiiddiii Ahmed pleathal that tho artudi'S whieh had alicacly arrived m 

India might bo exompU'd from duty. , 1111 . it, 

Mr Banga h/cr opposed the amendment Aft(‘r Mr //an/?/ had spoken, both the 
amendments of MessrH, AzharaU and (Ihu/navi wen^ (hdeated The si'eond reading 
of the Bill being passed Sir Joseph Bhore moved that tins Bdl as amended be 
passed 

At the time of tho thud reading of the Bill, Dr Ziauddm Ahnwd made a 
streseing that tho duty on hosiery should bo graded a<‘(*ording to the size of the 
article and no uniform rate should bo pn*Henbed irrespective of wcuglit or 

Mr S, G. Jog pleaded that the lantern industry should bo safe-guaided. Dmm 
Bahadur liamamami Mudahar congiatulated th(* (lomuHTin MenuxT and asKecl tor 
adequate protection to tho hosuuy industry Mr a chaiged the news- 

papers being controlled by tho induHtriahstH and importeis, and only their cause 
was chain taoned by the House. But no body looked to tho iniercfils of the 
agriculturists. 

After Sir Joseph Bhcre'’$ reply the House aocepted tho 'rand' Bill as amended 
and adjourned. 


Sedition Law Ami^ndino Biu. 

IGth. FEBRUARY ’-Mr 0 S Rauga Iyer moved that tho Bill to amend certain 
provisions of the Indian Penal Code, relating to olfenccH uruhT chapters VI and 
Vlll of the said Code bo circulated. By tins Bill Mr JUnga lyiT sought to pro- 
vide against the lecrudcsecncc of prosecutions of newspapers with British Frees, 
which could even go to the extent of charging Mr. MacDonald’s Socialist Government 
with forgery He asked tho Government to restore the Indian Fenal Code to ita 
original purity. Continuing, Mr. Banga Iyer stressed that in future tho Oovern- 
ment would be a Party Government, when inc Press would lequirc greater 

Sir Brojmdm Mitter, replying, refuted tho arguments put forward by Mr. 
Banga Iyer in support of hia measuro Ho admittcu that “intention’ was the 
essential ingredient of seditious ofFonce and, although tho word “mti'niion’ elm not 
occur m section 153-A or 124-A of tho Indian Penal Oodo, there had bemi no con- 
viction without proving that the intention of tho accused was to excuo disairection 
or to bring hatred against Government Tho Law Member further observed that 
there was no necessity for amending the present law, which had been found satis- 
factory for the last 35 years The passing of tho present mcaBuro, he stated, would 
introduce uncertainty as to the interpretation of Ihe law and impose unnecessary 
burden on prosecution, which would naake conviction for sedition impOBSiblc. 

Sardar 8ani Singh stated that section 124-A of the Penal Code had often been 
^used, as mere expression of opinion was punished under tho shelter of this section. 
He said that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had been sentenced to two years’ imprison- 
ment under this section. If the judiciary was incompetent, he saidi it was up to 



-17 FEB. ’34 ] railway budget EOB 1934-35 lUl 

the Government to see that the incompetence was removed. That was no business 
of opposition. 

Replying, Mr. Ranga Iyer emphasised the need of amending the present law in 
order to liberalise it. He asked the Home Member to furnish a statement as to 
the number of prosecutions under a similar section of the law in England, sl com- 
parative study of which would convince them how stringent the law of sedition in 
India was, how it was administered ruthlessly, devastating Press and platform. 
Government were afraid of circulating this Bill, as public opinion would condemn 
the Government for abuse and misapplication of many sections of the Penal Code. 

The circulation motion was, however, defeated by 47 votes against 22. The 
House then adjourned. 

Railway Budget for 1934-35 

17tli. FEBRUARY : — The Railway Budget for 1934-35 was presented to-day in 
the two Houses of the Central Legislature by Sir Joseph Bhore, the Railway Member, 
in the Assembly, and Sir Guthrie Russel in the Council of State. 

The actual gross earnings during 1932-33 were 85.32 crores against 86.50 
crores forecasted in the revised budget estimate for the year. 

There is a loss in the working for the year 1932-33 of 10.23 crores. The loss 
has been met by a temporary loan ^from the Depreciation Fund, which leaves a 
balance of 12 crores in the Fund. 

The loss, after paying all charges including interest, will be 7|. crores — a reduc- 
tion from the previous year by about crores. The loss will again be met from 
the Depreciation Fund. 

The budget expects an increase of 2^ crores, or about 3 per cent, in the gross 
earnings. The working expenses will be increased by about one- third of a crore, ’ 
It is hoped at the end of next financial year, the loss will be reduced to 5X crores. 

Account was given of the method to attract more passenger traffic by cheaper 
fares for short journeys. It had been estimated that tourists spend at least 60 
lakhs in India annually. 

“Our works programme for the coming year is rather more ambitious than that 
for this year. We expect that we shall require about 14 crores,* of ‘which 70 lakhs 
will be found by a further reduction in stores balances.” 

The recent disastrous earthquake has done about one crore of damage to railways 
Then again serious damage has been done to the protection works of the Hardings 
Bridge by floods, the cost of repairing which may amount to as much as one and 
half crore. The works programme does not provide for any new constructions. The 
strategic lines show the usual 2 crores deficit. 

According to estimates presented by Sir Joseph Bhore the final results of working 
of Railways during 1933-34 are not likely to vary from the budget estimate. 

The estimated deficit on all railways ‘(including usual two crores on strategic 
railways) is put at seven and three quarters crores as against ten and a quarter crores 
last year. Though passenger earnings have fallen by over a crore during the period 
goods earnings improved considerably. 

Considerable additional expenditure is expected in repairs to earthquake damages 
and in repairs to and remodelling of Hardinge Bridge protection and training works. 

Though full details are not available at present, it is estimated the total cost in 
1933-34 and following two years may be between two and a half crores, of which 
the capital expenditure may be a crore and the revenue expenditure between one and 
a half crores. 

As this is considered abnormal in character, it is proposed to spread debits on 
account of this to revenue expenditure between one and one and a half crores. 

As this is considered abnormal in character, |it is proposed to spread debits on 
account of this to revenue, over a longer period. Expenditure not chargeable to 
capital will, in the first instance, be debited to the depreciation fund and repaid from 
the revenue by instalments of fifteen lakhs yearly. 

The net revenue of railways in 1933-34 is expected to be two crores higher than 
the previous year and the interest charges half a crore lower, because of lower rate 
paid on Government borrowings. 

The total deficit of seven and a three quarter crores will be met by temporary 
loan from the Depreciation Fund, which will stand at eleven and three quarter 
crores at the end of the year. 

The estimate for 1934-35 hopes for an increase from all State lines of two imd 
a half crores, or roughly three per cent in receipts over the current year. 
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Tlio slight increase of a quarter of a croro in the working expense is counter- 
balanced by decrease in interest charges and the deiicifc in commercial lines is redu- 
ced to three and one-lhird crores 

The total deficit, including strategic lines is five and onc-third crores, which will 
as usual be mot from furthei loan fiom the Dcpre< iiilion Fund 

It is expected that the balance of the fund at the end of the year will be about 
eleven and a half crores Loans from the fund to meet the deficits will stand at 
twenty-seven and a half ciorcs 

Both during 1933-34 and 1934-35 the cost of renewals and replacement charges to 
depreciation fund, including the cost of n'pairs of caith (luake damagea and repairs 
of remodelling of the llaruingo Budge protection and tx.iining works will be subs- 
tantially less than amounts put into the Fund, the total surplus being twelve and 
a half crores 

Temporary loans to moot tho deficit in iw^o years will, therefore, reduce the 
balance m tho Fund by only about half a ciorc. 

Taking a period of eleven years beginning fiom 1021-25 and^ ending in 1934-35 
the first six years were period of prosperity and tho ftillowing five yeais had been 
otherwise. Crescendo of diTicitn began m 1930-31 with the iivc crores, grew to nine 
and a quarter crores m 1931-32 and n^ached its height m 1932-33 with a figure of 
ten and a quarter crores. 

Sir Joseph hopes that that coimlitutcs a peak, for ho expects the deficit to be 
seven and three quarters crores in 1033-34 and about five and a qnaiter crores m 
1934-35. 

The Bailway Member pointed out that railways will, in spite of five bad years 
since 1929-30, had still made profit of fifteen crores in cloven years since tho railway 
fiboances were separated. 

They have also contributed during tho first seven years 42 crores to the general 
revenue and put by thirty-mno crores into tho Depreciation Fund after meeting the 
cost of current replacements and renewals which had enabled them to meet their 
deficits m recent years without outside borrowing. 

The works programme for 1934-35 is higher than in recent years Tho total sum 

E rovided is thirteen and a quarter croies, after providing for reduction of stores 
alance by three-quarters ot a crore. 

The programme docs not provide for any important new const.ruetionB and is 
mainly for essential open line works and includes 170 lakhs to provide for urgent 
works m connection with earthquake damages ami reconstruction and remodelling 
of protective and training works of tho Jlardinge Bridge, and also provides over 
crores for renewal of 2,500 general service wagons. 

Sir Joseph Bhoro referred to tho misapprohcnsions which may exist as to the 
attitude of railways towards competitive forms of transport which have of recent 
years been making inroads into railway traffic. He said ‘ “Hpcakiiig for Indian rail- 
ways generally, I would combat any impression that they desire to maintain at any 
cost and by any means a monopolistic position, from which to exploit public, but 
chiefly concerned with elimination of wasteful competition and utilisation of avail- 
able resource of the State to tho best possible advantage to tho public. 

The Government of India are now in corrcspondcnco with the local Government 
on the resolutions of the Bail-Boad Oonfcrcnco and have every reason to hope that 
a beginning has been made m attracting serious attention of the various authorities 
concerned to a problem which has been found so difficult of solution in other 
parts of the world, and in securing recognition of the view that it can only be 
successfully attracted through co-operation between various administrative units that 
under existing system of Government have control over diflcrent parts of this 
complex problem. 

Sir Joseph Bhore’s speech concluded on a note of hope. IIo said ' ‘T would like 
tribute to all railwaymen for tho steadfastness with which they have 
lacea depression of the past few years. Happily wo may with some justification 
nope that clouds are at last beginning te cxihibit signs of lifting. Such improve- 
ment as our revenues have shown m the current year have been persistent and well 
maintain^ Steady enlargement of our goods traffic is an indication that trade 
and confidence are beginning to revive. If we have still far to go before we can 
re^n nmmautjy, we can at least face the coming year with renewed hope and 
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Discussion of Railway Budget 

19th. FEBRUARY : — The debate of the Railway Budget cotnmeneed to-day. Aq 
attack on the Government's railway policy was started by Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed, who 
criticised the capital expenditure and deprecated the principle of borrowing money with- 
out interest from the Depreciation Fund, which he described as the “deficit fund.” 
For stimulating goods traffic, he stated, it was necessary to raise the prices of the 
agricultural produce. He maintained that the working ratio of the Indian railways 
was much lower than any railway in the whole world, which was due to the low 
wages of the railway labourers. He suggested the re-introduction of the 1921 Con- 
vention that one per cent of the railway revenues should go towards the general 
revenues, which until last year totalled fourteen and half crores. 

Mr. Naha Kumar Singh Budhoria wanted a reorientation of the railway policy, 
and suggested that competition with other means of transport like motor, air and 
steamers should be replaced by co-ordination. He suggested the Railway Board be 
abolished and a Department of Transport be established instead. 

Mr. Amarnath Butt favoured the reduction of third class fare and asked for 
ordinary amenities being provided for the travelling public. He complained about 
the very bad food supplied at the railway stations. He stated that it was useless 
to spend more money on the WiUingdon Bridge as its safety has been endangered, 

Mr. Sant Singh pointed out that the retrenchment which affected only the lower 
grade of employees did not show improvement in the budgetary position. He also 
alluded to racial discrimination in the services of the Indian railway. 

Mr. N. M. Jo^hi charged the Government with moral and commercial negligence 
in the matter of third class passenger traffic. The Government policy of favouring 
the upper class passengers, he said, at the cost of the poor people would never 
succeed. 

Strongly attacking the^ policy of the Railway Board, ‘Sir Henry Gidney said that 
time bad come when Indians themselves should take charge of the railways. 

Btican Bahadur Ramaswa^ny Mudaliar pointed out the vast divergence in the 
operating ratio, including the depreciation funds of the different railways. Referring 
to the fact of borrowing from the Depreciation Fund, he said there was something 
radically wrong with the rules of the Depreciation Fund which should not only be 
revised soon but also be given retrospective effect from the last five years. He de- 
manded that the experiment of reduction of third class fares should not be confined 
only to the North-Western Railways. The Publicity Bureaus at Londou and New 
York, he said, were suffering from want of imagination of sufficient funds, as it 
cannot attract, as in Switzerland, rich tourists. 

Mr. Bhup at Singh said that the promise made last year by the Commerce Mem- 
ber to enquire into the grievances of third-class passengers had nob been substantia- 
ted. The continued fall in revenues was due to the increased fares and callousness 
to the intolerable discomforts of the third-class passengers who were treated like 
cattle and it was no wonder that they had boycotted the Railways. He stressed 
the need for providing fans in third-class compartments and referred to the maltreat- 
ment at the Hardwar station. Regarding retrenchment, he said that unlike anywhere 
else in the world, posts were created here to provide new men. 

Messrs Raghithir Singh, Syed Murtaza Saheb and B. Bas also spoke in the same 
strain. Sir Leslie Hudson defended the Oompany-raanaged railways from the attacks 
of the previous speakers. Bhai Parmayiand favoured recruitment in railway services 
according to merit. But if Muslims or other minorities insisted on communal repre- 
sentation, the Hindus would not allow this to continue unchallenged. Mr. G. S. 
Ranga Iyer supported Sir Henry Gidney that the management of the Railways 
should come into the hands of the Indians. 

Replying to the debate, Sir Joseph^ Bhore made an important announcement that 
the question of producing locomotives in India was already taken up by the Govern- 
ment and its possibility was being most carefully examined. The Government would 
not rush for new extension of railways without consulting the local Governments. 
Concluding, Sir Joseph said that by giving the full value of the money paid by the 
customers the Railways would be able to compete successfully with other kinds of 
transport. The House then adjourned till the 21 st. 

Voting on Railway Demands 

2l8t FEBRUARY : — Demands for grants in respect of the Railways were submit- 
ted to vote in the Assembly to-day and discussion on the cut motions under various 
items given notice of by members followed, 

X5 
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Railway Board Criticised 


Sir Joseph Shore moved for the first demand under head ‘Railway Board^ of a 
sum not exceeding: 8 lakhs and 45 thousand. 

Dewan Bahadur Ramaswami Mudaliar, on behalf of iho Independent Party, 
initiated attack on the railway administration so far as it concerned the passengjer 
traffic. He asserted that the g:ood old days had definitely f>:one when people under- 
taking a railway journey used to think that they were undoriaking an adventure, and 
consciousness of the rights of the travelling public along with sense of discomforts 
were increasing daily. It was time, he stated, that there should bo re-examination 
and re-orientation of Railway administration and the Government must initiate a 
forward policy. 

“Abolish first class traffic if you want to make the railways a commercial and 
paying concern^' — thus asserted Mr. N, M, Joshi while criticising the policy of the 
Government regarding the passenger traffic. He cited figures to show that Govern- 
ment got on an average Rs. 208 from a first class scat, Rs. 236 from a second class 
seat and Rs. 241 from a third class seat and still the railways paid more attention 
to the amenities of the upper class passengers at the cost of the third class passen- 
gers. It would be a commercial proposition, ho said, to reduce the number of first 
and second class seats and increase the third class accommodation. 

Dewan Bahadur Mudahar withdrew his cur. motion after a sympathetic reply 
from Sir Joseph Bhore that the railways were doing thenr host to improve the tra- 
velling conditions of the passengers as far as^ possible. Even in the present budget, 
the Railway Member stated, in spite of deficit, Govern m(‘nt hiid provided 38 lacs to 
be spent for the purpose. He stated that the Indian Railways provided nineteen and 
half inches space for every third class pessenger as compared to 20 inches by the 
Railways in the United Kingdom. 

Mr, Oayavrasad Singh moved that the demand under head “Railway Board” be 
reduced by Rs, 105 with a view to raise a debate on the question of the creation of 
Statutory Railway Board. The mover stated at length how the idea of a statutory 
authority for the Railways first originated and how it was being proposed that it 
should be created by a legislation of the British parliament. He read extracts from 
the report of the Federal Structure Committee that both Messrs. Jinnah and Jaya- 
kar opposed the idea most vehemently. Ho regretted that the little control which 
the Legislature possessed over the administration of Railways in which Indians had 
invested 800 crores should be taken away. 

Mr. Tamin Khan, Mr, Naba Kumar Singh Dudhoria, Diwan Lalehand Navalrai, 
Sardar Harbans Singh Brar and Mr Bhiipat Singh spoke against the proposed 
Railway Board. Mr. Bhupat Singh also deprecated communal representation on 
the Board. The debate on the motion had not concluded when the House adjourned. 


22nd. FEBRURAY -.—Raja Bahadur Krishnam.achanar road extracts from the 
White Paper proposals in which it was contemplated that under the Federal Gov- 

should be controlled and administered by statutory authority. 
The White Paper further provided that such railway authority should bo created 
by a provision of constitutional act which would bo an act of Parliament. The 
speaker pointed out that members of the Central Legislature who sat on the London 
Committee were faced with this situation, however much they might be opposed to 
the legislation by Parliament in this behalf, 

L dwelt on the genesis of the statutory railway authority and 

stated that the idea was first mooted in 1930 when the Government of India in 
their despatch on Simon Commission Report suggested that under the coming 
reforms the administration and control of the Railways should bo placed under 
Bl^atiRory authontv. Giving further history of the statutory railway authority, Mr, 
Neogy said that the matter was never discussed adequately m th (3 F<‘doral Structure 

smuggled lu^bo the Report of the First Round Table Confer- 
ence that the Federal Structure Committeo had recommended the creation of a 

He observed that the Indian Railways were the biggest 
wherthe ownership belonged to the Indian Tax-payora in the past 

^x-na^erg PrlrtrThnflH i!, “ system of guarantee and the Indian 

fnnr?amgnr«1 ^ I® deficits in railway earnings. If the 

t^be admitee^ thaP thl by tax-payers of the railways be accepted, it had 

MnuiS^ Mr over t£e mil ways. 

0 I g, Mr. Neogy asserted that it was of supreme importaaco that this 
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l^islature should have the freest and fullest liberty to legislate on the policy and 
aaministration of the railways masmuch aa the future legislature would exercise 
similar rights of amending such legislation. 

• Rakun, Leader of the Opposition, emphatically asserted that the fullest 

■ legislation with the right of amending for setting up the statutory railway 
authority should lie with the Central Legislature and not only the control of gene- 
ral policy, but also the control of the administration of railways should be exercised 
by this legislature. He asked for opportunity for the House to discuss the joint 
memorandum by the British delegation regarding this matter. 

Sw Joseph Bhore informed the House that His Majesty’s Government had not 
yet decided whether legislation regarding the Statutory Railway Board should be by 
the Indian legislature or by the British Parliament. Since a cut motion always meant 
censure on the Government for the acts of commission or omission and as the Go- 
vernment took no decision on the matter justifying the censure, he requested the 
withdraw the motion, which Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh did. 
c U'u accepted the withdrawal of the motion on the understanding that the 

^ntish Government should be communicated with about the desire of the House 
that the Constitution Act should include a clause providing the Indian 
legislature with the right to legislate regarding the constitution of the Statutory 
JXaiiway Board and railway administration generally. 

Indianisatioit of Services 

Sir Hari Singh Gour moved a token cut to discuss the question of the progres- 
sive Indianisatioii of Railway services in all grades. He stated that for the last so 

question of the Indianisation of services was engaging the attention 
5^/ . ^ result the Islington Commission, and Lee Commission had made 

deimite recommendations in the matter. But no satisfactory progress Rad been 

Mr. Harbans Singh Brar, Colonel Gidney, Lala Brijkishore, Mr. Goswami Puri, 
Gopikaraman Roy, Mr. Bhupat Singh, Mr. Amarnath Dutt, Mr. N. M. Joshi and 
toir Lowasjee Jehangir all spoke supporting the motion. 

' j Bhore, replying, said since the recommendations of the Lee Commis- 
sion had been accepted m 1925, the Government had given definite effect to their 
recommendations and Indianisation of the services had progressed satisfactorily. 

The motion was withdrawn after which the House adjourned. 

23rd. FEBRUARY: — Sir Leslie Hudson moved a token cut to-day to call attention to 
the importance of the constitution of rail-road co-ordination and organisation of com- 
munication boards. He emphasised that the road and the railways were national 
assets and in the national interest it was necessary that the railways must be main- 
tained at the first class working order. It could not be in the economic good of the 
country to allow the Railways^ to deteriorate by allowing duplicate transport to com- 
plete under uneconomic condition. The development of the railways and road-traffic 
rested on different hands neither of whom had a broad outlook to envisage the direc- 
tion in which both could be developed. 

Mr. B. Das lodged a trenchant criticism of railway mismanagement and extrava- 
gance. He complained that the railways repudiated their debt of six crores to gene- 
ral finance which was decided upon at the railway separation convention. 

Replying to the debate Sir Joseph Bhore said that the holding of another rail- 
road conference before the results of the last conference materialised would be 
premature. He hoped that the outcome of the last conference would be greater 
measure of co-operation in future between the Central Government, Railways and 
the provincial administration, which was essential in the best interest of public 
communication in India. ^ He admitted the railways must provide more attractive 
service than their rivals in order to capture traffic. He suggested that motor transport, 
instead of entering into an uneconomic competition with the railways, should make 
it more useful by serving as feeder transport. 

The cut motion was then withdrawn. 

Sardar Harbansingh Brar moved a substantial cut motion refusing grant to the 
Railway Board. He contended that the Railway Board performed no useful purpose 
to justify their demand for any grant. Gross maladministration and extravagance 
prevailed In the Railways and the Railway Board did not have any watch on them. 
Huge capital expenditure were undertaken by the railways only to profit contrac- 
tors and engineers which in the end would prove useless or dangerous to the pub- 
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lie. He cited the example of the Ilardinge Bridp:G which cost three and a half 
crores of rupees. He also narrated the grievances and incoavenicnccs of the travel- 
ling public. The motion was defeated. 

Next, Mr. Maswood Ahmed moved a token out to discuss the question of inade- 
quate representation of the Muslims in the railway services. 

Mr. Sant Singh stated that the Bikhs had not been given proper representation 
in railway services. Mr. Ahmed^s cut motion was negatived. The House then 
adjourneJ. 

24th. FEBRUARY Mr. Maswood Ahmed moved a token cut to-day to discusB 
the question of the unreasonable rates of freights. JTo observed, in prescribing the 
rates, the interests of the public as well us the intercsis of the carrier must be 
looked into. But where both cannot be reconciled, the interest of the public must 
prevail. He pleaded for reduction of freights on food grains. 

Sir Joseph Shore, replying, stated that the frtsght on rico had been reduced 
and the railways made reduction in rates as far as possiblo. Further concession, 
the Commerce Member said, would mean loss to the railway oarnings. 

Mr, B, has declared that the main policy of Government underlying the railway 
administration is to help foreign trade and to give faeilities to the military. It 
was time that the Government developed a scientific attilude towards the connec- 
tion between the railways and the indigenous iiuluslries and agriculture. 

Mr. Jagannaih Aggarionl observed that the Itailways followed no consistent policy 
with regard to rates. Whenever any industry or ngrienlturul produce cried for 
relief, they considered it piecemeal and found only a temporary measure. 

Mr. S. C, Mitra pointed out that due to unjust manipulation of rates, businesa 
in mustard oil and coal in Bengal were having a shaky existence. 

Mr. A. H. Qhuznavi maintained that owing to high freight on coal and surcharge 
on it the trade was tottering, 

Mr. K, (7. Neogi asserted that the railway rates poliey has been determined more 
by consideration of promoting the foreign trade, both import and export, than by 
the consideration of helping the promotion of internal trade. Hcj asked if the 
Government had changed that policy. H(3 maintiiincd that the principle of what 
the traffic can bear should be applied in fixing the ratios. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir held if particular iiiduslries wore allowed concession of 
rate the ultimate loss by the railways will have to bo borne by the taxpayers. 

After Sir Joseph Bhore’s reply the motion was withdrawn. 

After several other cut motions by Dr. Zianddin Ahmed, Mr. S. 0. Mitra and 
Mr. B. Das raising discussions on the system of appeal by tho railway employees 
against dismissal, condition of the Btate Kail ways Press ernployeoB and making 
Cuttack a first class railway station wore disposed of, guillolJno was applied and 
the railway demands for grant under various heads were put to vote and passed, 

The House then adjourned till tho 26th. 

Salt Impoet Duty Bxi.l 

26tli. FEBRUARY: — The Assembly met to-day with a heavy agenda of official 
business. Sir Oeorge Schuster introduced tho Salt Additional Import Duty 
Extending Bill, extending the life of the Act until April BO, 19B5, with the modi- 
fication that in sub-section 4 of section 5 of the Act, for the words Es. 54-12 in 
both places where they occur, tho words Ks. 50 should bo substituted. 

Trades Disputes Act Extend. Bill 

Sir Frank Nogee introduced the Trades Disputes Act Extending Bill. He said 
that the Act would expire on May 7 next. Opinions on tho Bill had been collected 
on the question of converting it into a permanent measure. The majority of local 
Governments and bulk of non-official opinion favoured this course and tho Bill 
would seek to make the Act permanent. 

Sir Frank Noyce added thst this motion should not be taken to mean that the 
Government had rejected the proposals for changes in the law, but owing to heavy 
business the Government were unable to ask the House to considcT further 
amendments daring the present session* 

Textile Protection Act 

Sir Joseph Shore introduced a Bill seeking to extend 'until April BO, 1934, the 
existing Textile Protection Act with a view to giving the Indian Legislature time 
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to pass its verdict on the Bill introduced on February 5 "providing for the grant 
of a substantive protection to the industry. He proposed that the Bill should be 
immediately considered and passed. Sir Joseph Bhore explained that before introduc- 
ing the Bill he had consulted leaders of all parties aud received their concurrence. 

The Bill was passed without any discussion. 

The Reseeve Bank Bill 

8ir George Schuster then moved that the amendments made by the Council of 
State in the Bill constituting the Reserve Bank be taken into consideration. He 
said that the amendments were purely formal and in most cases were corrections of 
verbal errors. 

The House approved all the amendments and the Bill, as amended by the 
Council, was passed without discussion. 

Wheat Impoet Duty Act 

Sir Joseph Bhore moved that the Bill amending the operation of the Wheat 
(Import Duty) Act be taken into consideration. He said that if the duty were 
abolished a further undesirable decline in the price of Indian wheat would occur and 
that, since the import duty in the past had not resulted in an unreasonable rise in 
prices of Indian produce, and the harvest this year was very good, cousumers’ 
interests were quite safe. 

Baja Bahadur Krishnamachariar asked why Sir Joseph Bhore had not given 
figures beforehand and inserted them in the statement of objects and reasons. The 
Government's attitude seemed to be that the Assembly were merely there to pass 
official decrees. An article had appeared in the press to-day saying that a new 
Assembly would be elected. He asked the Commerce Member not to place mem- 
bers in that position and help them with figures beforehand so that members be 
able to stndy and ^ criticise. He spoke particularly of the case of rice which the 
Government were ignoring. He asked the reason of this indifference to Madras, 
which in the past had been milched to keep the Central Government going. He 
warned that he would oppose the Bill until rice was given protection. 

Mr. G. Morgan joined issues with the previous speaker, asking for supply of 
statistics beforehand. For the first time since the additional duty was brought in 
he had supported it and hoped that the Commerce Member would consider the 
case of flour mills, particularly those working at ports facing hard competition. 

Mr, Maswood Ahmed supported the case for rice and asked why wheat was 
sent at cheap freights to Bihar and Bengal and why should a similar concession be 
not shown to the carriage of rice northward. He thought Punjab had a strong 
influence in the Cabinet than Bengal (laughter). 

Bewan Bahadur Eamaswami Mudaliar supported Mr. Morgan’s argument that 
Government should plan out the economic production of wheat aud not launch 
irrigation schemes like Sukkur, which were only causing overproduction. He 
complained that (government were not giving proper attention to ricegrowers, who 
constituted the majority of cultivators and taxpayers compared to wheat interests. 
Siamese rice was playing havoc in Madras. He pleaded that as India could be self- 
contained with Indian and Burma rice, foreign rice should not be allowed to enter 
the country. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed and Messrs. Jadav, Yamin Eian. S. O. Mitra and Azahar 
Ali supported the motion. 

Mr, G. S. Baipai denied that Government showed any favouritism in respect 
of any particular agricultural produce. Referring to Mr. B. Das’s remark that in 
spite of the fact that there is a Bengalee in the Viceroy’s Executive Council, Bengal’s 
interest as a rice-producing province was not safeguarded, Mr. 8, O. Mittra 
remarked that it was far better that Bengalees were given the portfolio of Com- 
merce or some other Department, for Law Members who had so far been recruited 
from Bengal had to come at a huge sacrifice of lucrative practice at the Bar. 

After Sir Joseph Bhore had replied the Bill was passed. 

Extension of Steel Peotection Act 

Sir Joseph Bhore moved for consideration of the Bill further extending the period 
of the provisions made by certain Acts for the purpose of fostering and developing 
the steel industry and wire nail-industry in British India which expires on March 
31 next. The Commerce Member stated that the Tariff Board was enquiring into the 
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^uestion of continuing the protection of this industry and ponding their report which 
is expected in May next it is necessary to extend the existing protection. 

Raja Krishnamachari contended that as the Tata Iron and Steel Company were in 
a flourishing condition, no further protection was necessary. He pleaded for some 
agricultural relief at the cost of industrial proloction. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra and Mr. B. Das supported tho Bill in its second and third 
regardings. 

Medicae Council Act Amendment 

Mr, Bajpai next moved that the Indian Medical Council Acts be amended so as to 
include the Rangoon University for purposes at the operation of the Medical Council 
Act enabling persona enrolled in tho provincial r('gist(jr of Burma and possessing 
medical qiialifieations granted by the University, to elect one member from 
amongst the members of the Board of Studies in medieine to the Indian Medical 
Council. Tho Bill was passed and tho House adjourned. 

Indian Navy Discipline Bill 

27lh. FEBRUARY Mr. G. lotfenham moved to-day that the Indian Navy Discip- 
line Bill be referred to a Select Committee. The Army Socrelary gave the history of the 
origin of the Bill and stated how a similar bill was n^jtictecl by the House in 1928 
by the narrow margin of a singlo vote. He omphasiHod tho need of converting tho 
Royal Indian Navy, which the Bill sought to do, to give the Indian Marine tho status 
and dignity which it eminently dosorved. Continuing, tho Army Secretary pointed out 
that Indianisation of the Navy could successfully b(^ givim dlect to if the Bill were 
passed by tho House. Ho also dealt with tho pn'sent (‘onstitutional position of 
Indian Marine which could be utilised for Imperial purposes even without consult- 
ing the India Government and explained that tho contemplated Indian Navy would 
be an Indian force under th (3 control of the Government of India. 

Sir Abdur Rahim, in tho course of a trenchant criticism, informed the Army 
Secretary that mere change of name from the Royal Indian Marino to Indian Navy 
would not satisfy anybody who know what the future constitution was going to bo 
like, whether the Indian Navy like the Indian Army ns suggested in the White Paper 
would be outside the control of the Federal Government. When tho personnel of 
the Indian Navy and the rate of Indianisation had not yet been announced he 
could not. lend any support to the measure. 

Mr. B. Das moved an amendment by which he sought the circulation of the 
Bill until July 81 next. 

^ Sir Cowasji Jekangir observed that the Indian Legislatures was fully justified in 
rejecting the Bill in 1928, but under the changed circumstances it would now be 
advisable to welcome the measure as tho Indian Army would not bo used for purposes 
other than the defence of India without the approval of the Central Legislature. 

Mr, Tottenham replying removed all suspicions and apprehensions expressed by 
non-official members as to the genuineness of the object of the CJovornmcnt in initiat- 
ing the Bill at present. 

The circulation motion of Mr. B. Das was accepted by tho House. Thereafter it 
was adjourned till 5 p, m, when the General Budget for 1984-35 was presonted by 
o»r George Schuster, 


Financial Statement for 1934-35 

j result of 1932-83 is that after providing 6,84 lakhs for reduction of 

debt there was a surplus of 1,55 lakhs, so that without taking into account reduction 
of debt the excess of receipts over outgoings was 8,39 lakhs, 
f estimates for 1983-34 show that, leaving out of account tho reduction 

or debt provision, there will be a surplus of 4,29 lakhs. In tho budget CBtimates a 
surplus of 25 lakhs was expected. 

is accounted by a drop of 5,04 lakhs on revenue, partly balau- 
ced by a saving of 2,20 lakhs on expenditure. 

p..;* ; for receipt of 1,78 lakhs on account of payments from 

^1 1 1 . following the Capitation Tribunal award, and non-pay- 

interest on War debt. 

in Government’s indebtednoes have increased (919 crorei 

00 March 31, 1934— an increase of 294 crores)— tho value of the 
^ AgaiDSt the debt have increased by more than the same 
amount (by 314 crores. namely, from 664 to 978 crores). 
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Turning to prospects for 1934-35, the Finance Member said : ‘^We expect to 
close the current year, after providing 3 crores for Debt Redemption, with a surplus 
of 1,29 laths, which we propose to transfer to a special fund for Earthquake relief 
measures. 

Imposition of excise duty of 21 annas per hundred-weight on factory-made sugar 
thus leaving an effective margin of protection of Rs. 7-12. This will yield Rs. 147 
lakhs whereof 7 lakhs would, be distributed among producing provinces for organising 
co-operative selling societies among cane-growers or for other measures designed to 
secure the minimum price for cultivators, for which purpose he would introduce a 
Bill enabling the provincial Governments to apply schemes for euforcing'the minimum, 
price for cane used by factories. 

As regards tobacco r — On raw tobacco Rs, 2-6 per pound standard and Re. 1"T* 
per pound preferential and on cigarettes Rs. 5-15 per thousand plus 25 per cent ad- 
valorem. The local manufacture would still enjoy protective benefit and the tax 

would yield thirty lakhs. j i. li- 

As regards silver : The duty on silvers be reduced from seven and a halt annas 

to five annas per ounce, yielding an extra four lakhs. 

The initial weight of inland letters is lowered from two and a half tolas to half 
a tola, coupled with a reduction in charge from one and one-fourth anna? to one anna. 

For heavier letters charges will continue to be one and one-fourth anna for letters 
not exceeding two and a half tolas, with additional one and one-fourth anna for 
successive weights of two and a half tola and fractions. 

It is proposed to remit the extra pie per five-pice embossed envelope. 

Initial charge on inland book-packets not exceeding 5 tolas in weight to be raised 

from 6 to 9 pies. _ ji o ;i x q 

It is proposed to introduce a minimum charge for a telegram^ or o words m y 

annas, while that for an Express telegram of the same length will be Re. 1-2. For 
each additional word, the additional charge will be one and two annas respectively. 

Finance Member’s Budget Speech 

Proposals giving final touches to the financial structure built up during the 
past five years were announced by Sir George Schuster in presenting his last 
budget to the Assembly to-day. i '’He claimed that in our proposals we" are providing 
fairly for all needs that can be foreseen, that we seem to have touched the bottom 
and that if the tendencies which ha'^^e recently been apparent continue there is good 
hope that there will be a margin next year large enough not merely for the resto- 
ration of cuts in pay but for the relaxation of other burdens.^ But neither India 
nor any other country is yet out of the wood and a cautious outlook is still 

necessary. 1 , 1 .. 

Dealing with 1933-34, Sir George Schuster said that the general decline m im- 
ports had been accompanied by a substantial increase in exports giving a favourable 
balance of trade of 26 crores in the first nine months. Reviewing the budgetary 
positition for three years since the worst of crises began, the net result was that 
India would have met all her outgoings from revenue and provided a surplus 
balance available for debt reduction to nearly eight crores. There was hardly a 
country that could compare wUh this position. The Finance Member declared that 
the debt redemption provision which had arisen in the current year to nearly seven 
crores would now be reduced to three crores with effect from the current year with 
the result that after crediting Rs. 178 lakhs as a result of the Capitation Tribunal’s 
award the current year would close with a surplus of 129 lakhs which amount 
would be transferred to the special earthquake fund. 

Dealing with 1935, he said that the net expenditure would be four crores less 
than in 1932-33 and only two lakhs more, in spite S'of the substantial unavoidable 
extra charges, than the revised estimates for the current year. He emphasised that 
the net expenditure has been reduced from about ninety-three and oue-fourth crores 
in 1930-31 to seventy-six and a half crores in 1934-35. This was a notable gachieve- 
ment. He paid a special tribute to the|Commander-ia-Chief and the Army personnel 
as the military budget had come down from a ‘contract budget’ of about 55 crores 
to under 44 and a half crores next year. 

Taxation Plans 

The Finance Member next disclosed the taxation plans. The fall in the imp^t 
of sugar had been the main cause of the ‘.budgetary tightness this year. He 
announced the imposition of excise duty of 21 annas per hundredweight on factory- 
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made 9Up:ar, thus leaving: an effective margin of protection of Ks. 7-12 This will 
yield 147 lakhs whereof 7 lakhs would be diHtnbuted among the producing provin- 
ces for organiziiDg cooperative selling societies among the canc-growera or for other 
measures designed to secure the minimum piico to cultivators for which purpose 
he would introduce a bill enabling the provincial Gi>vernment8 to apply schemes 
for enforcing the minimum puce for cane used by the facrorit's As regards tobacco 
the duties proposed are us follows On raw tobacco, Rs 2-0 per pound standard 
and Es 1-14 per pound preferential and on cigarettes, Rs 5-15 per thousand plus 
25 prr cent ad valorem Local niaiiufacluns would still enjoy the protective benefit 
and the tax would yield 00 lakhs. As Kgaids silver both as a measure of coopera- 
tion with the United States and other silver using countiios and Ao improve reve^ 
nues the duty on silver will bi‘ rcduciHl from seven and ?half annas to five annaa 
per ounce yielding an extra four lakhs As ri'gards other items the Government 
would institute a careful enquiiy into the efreeis of the surcharges during the 
coming year. The Finance Mctnhei also announced the abolition of export duty 
on raw hides to stimulate exports involving a loss of hvo lakhs 

Postal and XELrcGiupii Eatics 

Postal aud Telegraph rates arc slightly ehangt'd to Btimiilatc tiaflio Thus the 
postage of one anna for a half tola letter is introduced and mno annas would be 
charged for a telegram of eight words. The proposal would involve some loss 
before traflSc responded, but this would be covered by uccounts adjustment and 
would not affect the budget 

Tint: CAsii; of Bjsncjajj 

Sir George Schuster next dealt with the case of Bengal which was piling up 
deficits at the rate of two crorcs per annum Tho Government accepted provision- 
ally the White Paper proposal and have deeid(‘d to impose an excise duty on 
matches at the rate of Es 2 annas 4 pec gross of boxes and to hand over half 
of the jute export duty to the 3Uto produmng p’ovinces of Bengal, Bchar and 
Orissa and Assam on the following basis Bengal, 11)7 lakhs , liihur and Orissa, 
12 and a half lakhs , Assam 0 lakhs , Burma IT lakhs, to compensate for the 
match consumption tax already ui existence. Thus, out of a total revenue under 
this head of 210 lakhs, tho Central Government would bo left with three lakhs. A 
great majoniy of tho Indian States have agreed to levy a corresponding duty The 
entire duty will be pooled and each State enteung the agc(‘emcnt would get a share 
On the eBiimated consumption tho States’ share would be 70 lakhs yearly and this 
is exclusive of 710 lakhs provided for British India The Finance Member empha- 
sised that these proposals must be regarded as provisional us thi‘y could do nothing 
which would prejudice the position under the ,now constitution or anticipate the 
decisions of Parliament. 

Bihau Measuleb 

The Finance Member explained tho Bihai earthquake relief measures which in- 
clude a gift of half a crore to the Behar Government for buildings. An additional 
half crore was being advanced as a loan through tho Provincial loans Fund and 
the gift to the local bodies of the total sura required for tho reconstruction of roads, 
bridges, schools, hospitals and dispensaries is estimated at about one crore As 
for the poorest classes help must come fiom private chanty and for others a loan 
would be advanced to tho local Goveriimviit on non-onerous terms to be settled 
according to the needs, while the case of agricultural losses duo to the damage to 
land and crops would primarily be met from the provincial famine relief fund, the 
central Government would give further support, if required from then special fund. 

A Surplus Budget 

The Finance Member has budgetted for a surplus of 79 lakhs for 1934-35 as a 
rcBult of fresh taxation to the extent of 172 lakhs As regards the ways and 
means position all capital expenditure could bo mot without raising fresh loans. 
The forecast allows for maintaining treasury bdl outstandings at about 30 crores 
The position might be modified if sterling remittances exceed the estimates or if 
favourable opportunities for loan conversions presented themselves. 


A Brilliant Burvet 




^2-3 MAR. ’34 ] GENERAL DISCUSSION OP BUDGET 1^1 

years of unexampled depression had actually been a period of industrial expansion 
m Indian cotton mills and iron and steel were working during 1933 at 41 ana /a 
per cent respectively above 1928 capacity. No other country, not even Japan, 
could compare with this There had been a great development elsewhere in sugar, 
cement, electrical apparatus, paints, etc But admittedly the main interest of India 
was the agricultural rather than the industrial problem which had hitherto been 
faced by laige remissions of taxes and rent and by the elasticity of the Indian 
money-lender system with the result that the general condition of the agriculturists 
was that they had enough to eat and been left with a margin of cash for necessary 
purchases at something like the normal level of consumption The 
cotton piecegoods, salt and kerosene proved this, but there was an undoubted 
danger that the continuance of low prices might leave an aftermath of the serious 
problem of indebtedness These problems the Government have been studying with 
the provincial Governments and proposed to hold a special conference to review 
the situation in the first week of April The Government were reopening the laci- 
lities for capital expenditure to the railways and provincial Governments and were 
financing a generous reconstruction programme in Bihar The mam opportunities 
lay with the provincial Governments and this matter would be discussed at the 

forthcoming conference. r a f 

Dealing with the possibilities of improving the external demand for India a 
produce, the Finance Member discussed three mam lines Firstly, with the empire 
m which case those members who supported the Ottawa agreemeut had done lasting 
good to their country and especially to agricultural classes The Ottawa^ Agreement 
was capable of a much wider extension. The second line of action was a bilateral 
agreement such as that recently made with Japan Thirdly, they should pay 
attention to marketing methods and the Government were taking this and as 

an initial step were getting out a first class marketing expert to advise first as to 
certain articles and later as to the general organization. 

Concluding his survey the Finance Member said • ‘India’s financial position in 
its strength challenges comparison with that of any country m the wond and m 
these times of increasing economic nationalism there is no country that has brighter 
prospects or greater potentialities for economic advance than India with her own 
vast market and with her place in the British Commonwealth of Nations’. 

Geij^eral Discussion of Budget 

2nd. MARCH — General discussion on the Budget was initiated to-day by Mr. 
Banga Iyer, who characterised it as most lamentable The excise duty not on profits 
but on production and foodstuff was, he said, the most discredited form of taxation. 
Sir George Schuster’s parting kick would have a most terrible effect on the sugar 
mdustiy, which would be widely resented Mr Ranga Iyer discounted the statement 
about over-production of sugar. Even if it were true, the speaker asked, why did not 
the Government find wider markets for Indian sugar in the Empire and buy in 
exchange machinery for sugar factories ? The speaker found behind this policy of 
imposition of excise duty on matches and sugar a conspiracy to revive the 
excise duty on cotton manufactures and warned Mr H P. Mody 

Mr NabaJcu77iar iSingh Dudhoria could not view the Budget with satisfaction. 
He held that even 44 and a half crores provided for the army expenditure seemed 
to be quite a huge figure as times are quite normal now. 

Mr Eamkfishna Reddi subjected the Budget proposals to a meticulous criticism* 
The abolition of the export duty on hides, he feared, would cripple the tanning 
industry which is growing in Madras 

Mr. Sitarama Baju criticised the Government’s taxation policy at length and 
suggested that the example of Japan should be followed so that the country might 
properly be industrialised in a short time , , 

Maulavi Abdul MaUn Chowdhury, Deputy President of the Assembly, pleaded 
the case of Assam which had only a revenue of two crores and was a deficit pro- 
vince. He complained that the Government of India took away 125 lakhs of excise 
duty on kerosene and petrol from Assam and deprived the poor province of its 

revenue. . ... i i j tt 

Mr Govind Reddi urged that the export duty on rice should be abolished. Me 

observed that instead of depending on subsidy from the Central Government, Bengal 
should find money to balance her own budget. 

16 
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Mr S.a.MUra reviewed the financial policy of the Government during the 
tee me of Sir George Schuater and pointed out that while all additional taxes that 
were imposed by him remained in tact the provision for debt redemption had been 
ronsiderably reduced. With regard to the grievance of other provinces that the 
Ben<^al Government got relief from Central Governmer.t he stated that Bengal’s 
troulile had begun with the most unjust and iniquitous Meston Award. He cited 
fieures to show how much Bengal contributed to the Central Revenue previous to 
the Meston Award. He was not, however, happy over the aniount that Bengal 
would get from the jute duty, as most of it would be spent on police and military. 
He next dwelt at length on the Postal budget and expressed his gratification that 
the loss in the Department had been greatly reduced. Provision for the depreca- 
tion fund had been brought down to Rs 8,72,000 as against Rs. 4,403,000 in 1933-34. 
Continuing, Mr. Satyen Mitra pointecl out that aecording to the Government repW 
to a Guestion put by him the Postal Department is to get neaily Rs. 15,50,000 
as interest on the accumulation of the depreciation fund, and if this amount is 
added to the income of the Department, then it shoukt not be a losing department. 
He protested against the excess of Rs. 90.000 that has been charged as interest on 
the capital outlay. He also expressed dissatisfaction at the method of allocation of 
income on the sale of postage stamps between posts and telegraphs branches. 
He suggested that the actual value of the proceeds from telegrams should be 
ascertained in allocating income between the two branches. The spealccr also con- 
tended that the amount of Rs. 56,59,000 to the postal side on account of the 
management of the post office savings bank. Government eccurily and cash certifi- 
cates was also not a fair sum. With regard to the reduction of postage on letters 
weighing half a tola. Mr. Mitra held that it will not prove a boon to poor people, 
unless the weight was raised to one tola. Ho suggested that postage on foreign 
book-posts, packets etc. should be raised from 9 pies to 2 annas, while registration 
chareres on foreipjn articles should bo enhanced from 3 to 5 annas. Procecdin(^, Mr. 
Mitra also criticised the retrenchment policy of the department. While the subor 
dinate staff in the post office and the R. M. S. were bein^ ruthlessly retrenched 
the telegraffh enffineenng branch has been left untouched probably because it wa 
the preserve of Europeans and Anglo-Indians. He rofiisod to behove that the posta 
department was a losing concern and that p09tap:e rates could not be reduced 
without retrenching the subordinate staff. He maintained that if the recommenda- 
tions of the Telegraph Establishment Enquiry Committee wore given effect to the 

old rates of postage could easily be restored. , ,, iv* r l 

Mr. A. Das also ventilated the grie^rances of the subordinate staff of the post 

office. The House thereafter adjourned. 


3rd. MARCH -.—Resuming the Budget discussion to-day, S'ir Cowa^ji Jahangir 
congratulated Sir George Schuster on producing an original budget, but added that it 
was really a Bengal budget. (Laughter) He was not envious of Bengal, but wished 
the House to remember that Bengal and Bombay stood on the same footing in their 
grievance against the Meston Award. A public meeting called by the Bombay Sheriff 
had recorded its protest against Bombay being left out and wanting immediate assis- 
tance. He voiced that protest in the House and reminded it that the incidence of 
taxation in Bombay was the highest in India. The Bombay Government and people 
had done their duty and taxed themselvcH. (Sir George Schusto : ^ Hear, hear I), 
If Bengal had the terrorist movement Bombay, too, had her Civil DiBohedionco. Was 
it a crime for Bombay not to have terrorism ? (Sir George Schusler : No). 

The speaker recalled that at the Round Table Conh^renoo a federal finance scheme 
was laid down to the effect that a match exciso duty would bo taxed for giving the 
provinces benefit in respect of income-tax. Why had Sir George Sohnstor anticipated 
that scheme and had he not given relief to Bombay along with Bengal ? He added, 
“We are yet at a distance from the Federal Government, but wo find that the source 
of revenue kept aside for the assistance of the Federal (Government of the future is 
being immediately tapped. Finally, the speaker referred to what he described as a 
divine inspiration which had made Sir George Schuster balance the budget. He 
hoped that this was based on sound foundation, but asked if it was bo. Why did not 
Sir George Schuster draw upon the debt redemption ^provision before and save the 
country from an additional burden of taxation ? 

Sir Leslie Hudson^ leader of the European group, described the financial picture 
presented by Sir George Schuster as not unsatisfactory, but renaarked it would 
have really been a deficit budget but for he raid on the debt .redemption fund. 
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He asked the Government of India not to restore the cut in salaries to services 
without simultaneously aflfording relief to the taxpayer. He approved of the Govern- 
ment of India's decision to take advantage of the cheap money and embark on capi- 

works and hoped that the Provincial Governments would with caution do likewise. 
While Madras did not like the abolition of the export duty on hide, 
Karachi, Calcutta and Rangoon welcomed it. He described as generous the Govern- 
ment of India’s proposals for financial help to Bihar. While Bengal might feel 
satisfied over half of the jute tax being given her, the rest of India would have 
the grim satisfaction that every time they struck a match it was to help Bengal. 

Sir Abdur Eakim, leader of the Opposition, congratulated Sir George Schuster 
on the statesmanship and courage shown in his budget proposals. At best he had 
produced another emergency budget and there was no relief to the tax-payer. Per- 
haps it was the fault of the system of Government in India which had to take 
orders from London, The financial policy of the Government of India could not, 
therefore, be sound. The need of the hour was to increase the purchasing power 
of the people by industrialisation, which was not possible unless the Government of 
India were removed from the vicious circle of having always to frame a budget 
from the expenditure side. It was true that military expenditure had been reduced 
in recent years from fifty-five to forty-six crores, but what had the Government 
of India done to press India's case for justice regarding capitation charges ? An 
amount of 170 lakhs did not meet the ends of justice and India was entitled to 
know from Sir George Schuster what steps had been taken by the Government of 
India. Referring to Bengal, Sir Abdur Rahim said that her financial difficulties 
were due not to the terrorists, but to the inequitious Mestou Settlement against 
which Governors from Lord Zetland had protested. Bengal joined Bombay and 
other provinces in seeing a more equitable adjustment. In his opinion^ Bengal, 
which had the monopoly of jute production, deserved the whole of the jute tax. 
Concluding, he suggested that the Government of India, while presenting the 
Central Budget, should give a general picture of the financial position of each 
province so that the House might understand the situation better and avoid inter- 
provincial jealousy. 

Sir George Schuster^ replj^iog to two days' debate, thanked those members who 
had rebutted the unfair criticism against the generous contribution by the Govern- 
ment of India towards Bihar relief. The attitude of those who command public 
attention in the Press was not such as would encourage generous action on the 
part of the Government or others. (Mr. G. P. Singh — We are very grateful). 

Sir George Schuster contended that the sugar proposal would still leave a margin 
of profit after fixing a fair price for cultivators and consumers. Protection was 
still over 200 per cent, ad valorem and India could not export sugar on the compe- 
titive basis, but if any export occurred a rebate of duty would be granted. ^ As 
regards Bengal the position had been fully examined. The case of no other province 
was comparable to that of Bengal. They could not under the present conditions 
restore equilibrium and the Government of India as their bankers had no other 
alternative but to give them extra income leaving them to fill the remainder of the 
gap. He did not want the province to entertain the hope that there were other 
schemes up their sleeves for help to them. Sir George Schuster next ^ dealt with 
the criticism regarding the debt redemption fund and said that the practical answer 
was provided by the fact that compared to the date previous to his budget the 
Indian sterling securities in London had appreciated by two-half points showing 
that the City of London interpreted the budget proposals favourably. In the 
matter of sinking fund India’s practice had been sounder than that of any country 
in the world. As regards the charge why this fund was not used l:^fore, the Fin^ce 
Member’s answer was that previously revenue sources were uncertain and the sink- 
ing fund provision was the margin of safety as it had proved in the current year. 
In any case the proposal in that respect would have to come before the House 
for its approval. Sir George Schuster said that on war loans His Majesty’s 
Government had reduced interest from 5 to 3 and a half per cent. 

The House then adjourned till the 6th. 

Voting on Budget Demands— Army Demand 

6tli. MARCH : — Interpellations being over in the Assembly discussion on motions 
for demands for grants under various heads followed. Sir Abdur RoTim, moving 
a token cut in the demand under head ‘Army Department’, observed that military 
expenditure in this country was a vital matter, which was responsible for the 
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heavv taxation under which people of India were groaning The history, of noilitary 
PTnpnditure in this country, continued the speaker, would show that it is liable to 
uu from time to time when the finances are easy and it perforce goes down 
wheo^ the Finance Department is in difficulty. The Military Department 

in its internal organisation being uncontrolled and unregulated by the civil 

authority, it is apt to indulge in expenditure which the country could not 

bear. Continuing, Sir Abdur Bahim said, it extremely sensible and specia y 
necesearv that the legislature and the civil side of , the Government, specially 

the Finance Department, should never relax their vigilence over the expen- 
diture of the Army Department. Befernng to the Capitation Iribunal Award, the 
sneaker complained that the contribution of two crores of rupees from His Majesty’s 
Government was far less than what was justly due to India as even from the 
meagre report supplied, he was convinced that India was entitled to more than 
two crores, as the maintenance of Indian troops, including the British troops, was 
not merely for the defence of India, but for Imperial purposes as had been 
admitted in the report of the Simon Commission. In the name of justice and fair 
nlay Sir Abdur Bahim demanded that the British Exchequer should pay for the 
maintenance of troops which served only the imperial cause. He also referred to 

the slow pace of Indianisation of the army. ^ i xi. 

Sir Henry Gidney urged upon the Army Secretary to seriously consider the 

reduction of military expenditure. He complained that the Anglo-Indians were 
given no place while the Indianisation of the army was carried on, , , 

Sir George Schuster, replying to the debate, stated that the reduction in army 
expenditure had surpassed the expectations and the recommendations of the Inch- 
cape Committee. He also informed the House that the cost of the Frontier opera- 
tion was being gradually brought down. , . , , , ^ 

Sir Abdur h ahim's cut motion was then defeated by 54 to 4d votes. 


Executive Council Demand 

Mr. B. Das then on behalf of the Democratic Party moved for reduction of 
demand under the head “Executive Council” to raise a discussion on the Federal 
Finance systena regarding the allocation of the sources of revenue between the 
provinces and the centre. Mr. Das gave the history of the various committees and 
fiub-committees which had examined the complex problem of the federal finance, 
deferring to the Peel Committee’s recommendations he charged the British Indian 
delegates for being party to the pact with the States at the dictation of Sir Akbar 
Hydari that fifty per cent of personal income tax of the people in British India 
should be transferred to the Federal Government for redemption of pre-federation 

K. C7. Neogy found fault with the Montagu-Chelrasford reforms which made 
water-tight allocation of sources of revenues to the Provinces and the centre, as a 
result of which many Provinces were facing deficits. Nowhere in the federal constitu- 
tion this financial system prevailed and it was pleasing that the White Paper made 
definite improvements on the present arrangement in recommending proper financial 

adjustment. , tt 

After Sir George Schuster's reply the motion was withdrawn and the House 

adjourned. 

7th. MARCH :Sir Hari Singh Qour moved a token cut undfir “Executive 
Council” and raised the question of immediate organisation of AU-India Services. 
He said that the Lee Commission admitted the constitutional anomaly of the 
Services working on the Transferred field being responsible to an outside authority. 
Indian delegates in London had made it abundantly clear that they did not see 
eye to eye with the White Paper proposals. All the delegates, including European 
representatives, were unanimous that for provincial autonomy it was necessary 
to provincialise the Services, 

The speaker drew attention to a provision in the White Paper defining the 
existing accruing rights, and said that if the enquiry into the Service question were 
delayed for four years until after the inauguration of the now Constitution, the 
country would be asked to bear the burden of the existing accruing rights of 400 to 
600 extra officers. The Secretary of State would order each province to quarter a 
certain number of officers and the Minister would always be a criminal in the dock 
in dealing with the Service of the officials and answering the charges before the 
Governor. Further, in view of the new conditions of service under the new Consti- 
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tutioD, it was better that the Services were recognised immediately to shoulder the 
new conditions. At present the Indian Legislature and _ local legislatures could 
make laws to regulate the Public Services, but the White Paper took away the 
right hereafter. ^ t 

Mr. Bkupat Singh said constitutional advance was not worth having if India 
did not have the control of services. Mr. Lloyd George had defined the services 
as the “steel frame” ; they are white ants which would eat up the foundation of 
proposed constitution, said Mr. Singh. 

Sir Henry Sidney agreed that Sir Hari Singh Gour voiced the demand of 
India. The speaker had put in a dissenting minute to^ the Indian delegates 
memorandum, because he believed there should be a transitional stage when the 
Government of India would reciuit to I. C. S., I. P. S., L M. S., with a right of 
appeal to the Secretary of State. There were troubles in India which still required 
the presence of British officials. However, he agreed that the White Paper propo- 
sals in this respect aimed at taking away with the left hand what they had given 
with the right. j j- • • 

Sir Harismgk Gour preferred to censure the Government and demanded division, 
whereupon a great commotion prevailed in the House. When the Division bell was 
ringing the President wanted the House to realise the signifiance of division on 
the issue and said that if Sir Hansingh Gour’s motion was carried by a majority 
of votes, it would mean censuring the Government for not supporting the proposal 
of the reorganisation of the Public Services under the federal constitution, a question 
which was now under the discussion of the Parliamentary Joint Committee. If, on 
the other hand, the motion was defeated, it would mean that the House rejects 
the proposals of the reorganisation of the Public Services by a majority.^ 

Sir Harisingh’s motion was eventually defeated as a result of the division by 57 
to 37 votes. 

Baja Krishnamachriar moved a cut motion to raise a debate on the necessity of 
expediting the constitutional reforms without which he asserted dissatisfaction and 
discontent would grow stronger. Two preliminary conditions to the early establish- 
ment of central responsibility, namely the establishment of Reserve Bank and the 
acceptance of safeguards in the new constitution had been accepted and therefore 
any further delay was unjustifiable. He warned the Government that Civil Disobed- 
ience Movement was being gradully replaced by a more insidious movement, 
nam^y communism. He also wanted an unambiguous declaration from the Govern- 
ment as to whether the present Assembly would be dissolved or not. 

Sir B. L. Mitter, replying said that the India Government and the Secretary of 
State were doing all that was possible to expedite the reforms. As regards elections, 
Sir Brojeu said that all depended on the time and scale of the new reforms. On 
his assurance that the Secretary of State would be informed about the unanimity of 
this House about the need of the speedy inauguration of reforms, Raja Krishnama- 
chari withdrew his motion. 

Planned Economy for India 

8th. MARCH There being no interpellation the House proceeded withthe debate 
on planned economy which was initiated by the European group through a cut 
motion to the demand under the head 'Executive Council’ to draw attention to the 
necessity of meeting the need for economic planning by means of (a) re-distributiou 
of the Government portfolios, (b) consideration and consolidation of tariff, (c) forma- 
tion of the economic advisory council and (d) revision of trade agreements. Keen 
interest was evinced in the lobbies with regard to the discussion on this wide and 
important subject, 

Mr. F. E. James, speaking on behalf of the European group on the cut motion, 
asserted that to meet the economic necessities of India in the present time and in 
near future there was special necessity for certain administrative readjustments in 
the Government of India. He recognised that the methods which were being 
adopted by other countries for economic recovery might not suit India but recovery 
would not come by itself unless the machinery of Government adapted itself to the 
needs of the modern time when all countries were t^ing more and more to bring 
about political and economic nationalisation. Referring to the need for adjustments 
in Government portfolios, he said that the present administrative machinery, 
was archaic and would prove wholly un suited to modern conditions when greater 
co-ordination of industrial and economic activities specially under provincial auto- 
nomy would be necessary. To achieve this end, the speaker suggested there should 
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be one member in cbarpje of the Industry and Commerce Dopatrment instead of 
two different Members as at present. He also angp^ested a separate ^portfolio for 
communications and one member in charge of labour and agriculture. 

As regards tariffs Mr. James suggested that the Tariff Board should be made a 
peimanent body and its personnel which should be strengthened ought to include 
at least one person having practical industrial and commercial experience. Its 
composition, he emphasised, must be flexible and less leisurely than at present. 
While protecting the established industries, it must not encourage incompetence 
and should keep watch on the duties it suggests. Its other functions should be 
the instituting of enquiries on the unprotected industries. As regards the Economic 
Advisory Council, Mr. James considered the present sub-committee of the Executive 
Council as the Executive Council itself minus two or three members. He wanted a 
permanent body of not more than fifteen members who would represent trade, 
commerce, agriculture etc., and who, in fact, would be the real thinking machine 
on all economic problems. Mr. James advocated the great necessity of a complete 
overhauling of India’s trade agreements some of which date as far back as 1815. 
Concluding, the speaker appealed to the Government to give speedy cflcct to these 
general and tentative suggestions and asked the Indian members not to suspect any 
sectarian or communal considerations in these suggestions which wore made in the 
interest of the great country they all lived in. 

The Customs Demand 

9fch. MARCH Before the cut motions were taken up seriatim, the President 
drew the attention of the House to the scope and nature of the cut motions tabled, 
and referring to the cut motion of Mr. Sitahanta Mahapatra seeking to reduce 
the demand for grant of Es. 64,35,000 under head “OuPtoniR”, by which the mover 
wanted to raise a discussion on the policy of excise duties on agricultural produce, 
ruled that it would be out of order as the policy was dictatca by the Commerce 
Department and not by customs officers. 

Mr. K. C, Neogy and Mr. Qayaprasad Singh drew the attention of the Chair 
that similar cut motions under ^‘Customs” had been allowed in past years. 

Through the second cut motion, Mr. Sitakanta Mahapaira ventilated the griev- 
ances of the Oriyas regarding non-representation of the Oriyas in the Customs 
Department. 

Other cut motions under the head ‘Customs^ were cither withdrawn or wore not 
moved or were declared outside the scope of the House. Dewan Lalchand ^avalrax 
voiced the grievances of the Hindus of Sind who in reality were a minority com- 
munity ana this led to some heat in discussion. 

After several other speakers offered their suggestions on the quention, Sir George 
^ehiister^ replying, said that no injuBticewas being done to the Hindus of Bind. 

Great heat was imported into the discussion b on cut motions which related to 
inadequate repression or paucity of one community or the other in the various 
department of the Government. The debate proceeded for some time on communal 
lines, which was greatly deprecated by certain membors. 

Mr. Maswood Ahmed's cut motion seeking to redress the griovanct'B of Muslims 
in the Postal and Telegraphs services in respect of their reprcflontalion aeeording to 
population basis was defeated after Sir Prank Noyce replied that in the biBt year’s 
recruitment fair justice was done to the Muslim community. The House then 
adjourned. 

Posts and Teleoeaphs Demand 

lOth. MARCH .'—Lively discussions followed when Mr. S, (7. Ultra through a 
a cut motion in the demand under ‘Posts and Telegraphs Department’ raised a 
debate on retrenchment of the subordinate staff in Postal Department and ventilated 
the grievances of the lower division clerks and sorters with regard to the compensa- 
tory allowance which was denied to them. Mr. Milra complained that while ruthless 
retrenchment was effected in the subordinate staff, the higher officers were not 
proportionately retrenched or even when retrenched were provided in now posts. 
He pointed out that there was much more scope for economy in the telegraph 
engineering branch. 

Mr. N, M, Joshi^ thought that the policy of retrenchment was a wrong policy. 
In times of depression, he said, more employment should be provided and instead 
of closing down the post offices in rural areas which was one of the recommendations 
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of the Posts and Telegraphs Retrenchment Committee rnore^ postal facilities should 
be provided by opening new post offices. For the efficient administration of the 
department lower staff was more responsible. So they should not be thrown out of 
jobs for economy. He suggested that higher officers should be retrenched as an 
automatic safeguard against unnecessary retrenchment of subordinate officers. 

A passage-at-arms ensued between Mr. Joshi and Sir Coicasji when the latter 
stated that the posts and telegraph department was a commercial department which 
should pay its way. If the post offices in rural areas were found to be losing con- 
cern they should be abolished. The Government Departments were not charitable 
institutions to employ men. He asserted that there was a certain room for retrench- 
ment in the subordinate staff than the higher staff. 

Sir 3enry Ciidney championed the cause of the lower staff of the postal depart- 
ment and figured as a great opponent to the retrenchment policy which, he said, 
assumed an epidemic form in all departments of the Government. He said that the 
post offices should be looked on as a public utility department. 

Mr. D. K, Lahiri Choicdhury voiced an empha'^ic protest against the manner 
in which the prunning knife was applied against the lower grade postal employees 
while waste and extravagance were allowed in the Telegraph Engineering Branch. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt suggested to retrench salary and not the employees for 
the sake of economy if it was indispensable. 

Sir Thomas Ryan replying said that to enable the department to pay Us way 
efforts to reduce the expenditure and increase the revenue must continue. He 
refuted the allegations that lower staff were ruthlessly retrenched while superior 
officers were left untouched. Neither did he admit that the postal branch was 
bearing the burden of Telegraph Branch. The motion was defeated. 

Mr. S. C, Mitra then moved another token cut to voice the grievances of the 

extra-departmental agents who in comparison to work and responsibility shoul- 

dered ou them got only nominal allowance so that they might be called a band of 
honorary workers. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra moved several other cut motions to draw the attention of the 
Government to the drastic reduction of selection grade of posts specially in Calcutta 
and to the grievances and service conditions of railway mail service employees. The 
motions were withdrawn after a sympathetic reply from Mr. Ryan promising to 
go into the cases. 

Guillotine was applied at this stage and the demands for grants under the 

various heads of expenditure were put before the House and carried. The House 

then adjourned till the 12th. 


Death op Sie Thomas Ryan 

12th. MARCH Mourning and sorrow marked the atmosphere in which the 
Assembly met to-day. Members were shocked to hear the tragic news of the sadden 
death of Sir Thomas Ryan when they entered the Council, 

Sir Frank Noyce, moving that a message of condolence and sympathy of the 
House be conveyed to the bereaved family, recalled m chocked voice many sterling 
qualities of the departed and said that the tragedy of his sudden death was deepened 
by the thought that after a few days he was to leave India to enjoy his well-earned 
retirement. The President deplored that the news of the tragedy came with shocking 
suddenness and desired to convey the sympathies of the House to Lady Ryan and other 
members of the bereaved family. As a mark of respect to the memory of Sir 
Thomas the House adjourned. 

Indian Taeiff Amendment (Cotton Protection) Bill 

lath. MARCH Sir Joseph Shore amid loud cheers rose to refer the Indian 
Tariff Amendment Bill (Cotcou Protection) to a Select Committee consisting of 
Diwan Bahadur A. Ramaswami Mudaliar, Mr. H, P. Mody, Mr. Sitaram Raja, Dr. 
Ziauddin Ahmed, Mr. B. Das, Mr. K. P. Thampan, Mr. Satish Cb. Sen, Mr. R. S. 
Sarma, Lala Rameswar Prasad Bagla, Mr. Nabakumar Singh Dudhoria, Mr. C. S, 
Ranga Iyer, Raja of Kollengode, Mr. J. R. Scott, Mr. F. J. James, Mr. A. H. 
Ghuzuavi, Mr. Hardy and the mover. 

Sir Joseph asserted that the problem of imposing protective duty on cotton textile 
which was intimately connected with silk, artificial silk and cotton yarn was a prob- 
em of great complexity. But it was rendered easy by the agreement between the 
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Millowners’ Association of Bombay and the Lancashire delegation in giving protec- 
tion to the cotton textile industry. The main question which had to be examined 
were whether the industry established any claim to protection ; what should be the 
measure of protection ; whether it attained sufficient standard of efficiency, whether 
it needed protection and finally whether the continuance of the protection would 
seriously affect the interests of consumers. The findings of the Tariff Board on 
these questions recommend to continue the protection. The Tariff Board also 
examined if the charges of inefficiency levelled against the industry were justified. 
Continuing Sir Joseph Bhore said that although the progress of the industry under 
protection during the past years had not been very ’satisfactory it had been not- 
able, which justified the continuance of the protection, He pointed out that the 
protective duty did not affect the consumers by enhancing the price level. Internal 
competition acted as sufficient guarantee to the consumers' interests despite the high 
level of import duty. The reason why the recommendations of the Tariff Board 
could not be given effect to in their entirety was the conclusion of the Indo- 
Japanese Trade Agreement and the Mody-Clare Lees Pact. The fixation of quota 
in the Indo- Japanese Agreement reduced Japanese competition and the Mody-Lees 
Pact dealt with competition of the next competitor, namely, the United Kingdom. 
Explaining why the Bombay Lancashire Pact was acceptecl by the Government, Sir 
Joseph said that the Bombay Millowners’ Association was the most important and 
widespread organisation as more than half of its membership came from outside 
Bombay and also because the Government believed that in the wider interests of 
India closer Indo-Bntish co-operation was necessary. He hoped that Lancashire 
would introduce reorientation of their attitude towards the East which, he was 
Bure, had already been effected. By this pact India would soil more cotton to the 
relief of the agriculturists. Sir Joseph explained why silk and artificial silk indus- 
try required protection, but emphasised that future consumers must not bo mort- 
gaged for more than five years and after that period these industries must establish 
their case for continued protection before the Tariff Board. 

Mr, B. Das moved^ an amendment to Sir Joseph Bhoro's motion that the Bill 
be circulated for eliciting the opinion of commercial bodies and the public by the 
7th July, 1934. He statea that the Bill needed careful examination in view of the 
fact that the Indo-Japaoese Trade Agreement had not yet been signed, the Anglo- 
Japanese Agreement had not come to a (conclusion, the MocTy-Lecs Pact which 
was incorporated in the Bill was anti-national and the interest of the handloom 
weavers had not been properly looked into. He further complained that the protec- 
tion given to the sericultural industry and hosiery was not adequate. The speaker 
chaffed Mr. Mody for entering into pact with Lancashire which ho characterised as 
humiliating. 

Attacking the Tariff Board’s recommendations, Mr Sitaram Eaju characterised 
them as special pleading for the mill industry. He would not be sorry if the Board 
were abolished. Referring to the Tndo-Japanese Agreement Mr. liaju said that 
the quota system incorporated in the agreement was a confession of India's 
impotence although he agreed that the agreement relating to purchase of raw cotton 
was only a redeeming feature. Imperial preference given by the Mody-Clare-Lees 
Pact was not India's gift to England but something forced upon India and India's 
manhood must challenge it. He wanted protection from continued oppressive claims 
of the mill industry far more than the protection, to the industry itself as the 
managing system was a standing disgrace to the mill industry. 

Mr, Ramsay Beott considered the Bill as *much ado about nothing.' Protection 
given to hosiery was 'entirely inadequate and cotton hosiery should come under 
cotton piecegoods and enjoy fifty per cent, protection. 

Mr, N, M, demanded the signing of the Indo-Japaneso treaty in India as 
^ did not wish that the ceremonial aspect of the treaty should be taken away. 
He strongly deprecated the principle of accepting by the Gfovernment of the pact 
arrived at be^een Lan^shire and another private organisation here, however 
powerful, as India s tariff policy could and must be dictated by one and one body 
alone, namely the Legislature. Ho wanted to know what India would get from 
Lancashire m return of the 25 per ' cent preference given to her by Mr. Mody. 

Mr, Nahakumar Singh Dudhoria also spoke . The House then adjourned.^ 


^ Resuming the discussion on the Cotton Textile Protection Bill 

J have. to plead before the House for the cotton 
textile industry. Mr. Mody refuted the charges of inefficiency levelled against Bombay 
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millowners and challenged the members to prove the charges. The managing agency 
system which was much criticised, he observed, was due to the peculiar conditions 
of India, where capital was shy. Referring to the protests recorded by Calcutta 
against Bombay’s agitation regarding the jute duty allocation, he said that the 

charge of Bengal that Bombay millowners exploited the Swadeshi movement were 
based on misconception. Continuing, Mr. Mody welcomed the Indo- Japanese 
agreement, but complained that the cotton textile industry had nod been adequately 
protected. He gave instances^ showing how Japanese Shippers controlled the ^ pur- 
chase of Indian cotton in the interest of Japanese industrialists to the detriment 
of Indian manufacturers. If the duty were fixed at fifty per cent the same price- 
cutting an 1 selling at uneconomic prices would start. 

Mr. Mody resented taking off by Government the anna specific duty plus five 
per cent ad valorem duty on yarn as provided in his pact with Lancashire. He 
reiterated his previous charge that a good deal of yarn was imported through 

Kathiawad ports, which did not find any place in trade return. Tracing the 

genesies of the Bomb-iy-Lancashire agreement, vulgarly called as the Mody-Clare- 
Lees Pact, the speaker stated that the agreement was the provision of duty on 
piecegoods and their recommendation was nothing except taking off five per cent 
surcharge* He boldly declared that, this much-maligned and widely- misunderstood 
agreement like the Ottawa Agreement was going to be juEtifitd and to him 
Imperial preference was nothing short of reciprocal trade arrangements. He 
visualised great political significance, as Lancashire played an important part in the 
Commons, and appealed to all sections of the House to save this industry, which 
was in every sense national. 

Mr. Y, Ramkrishna Reddy^ supporting the Bill, stressed the important part 

played by the handloom industry in the economic life of India, which mainly 
relied on agriculture and cottage industry. 

^ Mr. A. H, Gku27iavz welcomed the measure as it made honest attempts at recon- 
ciliauon of various conflicting interests, namely, the interests of the cotton growers, 

interests of the Indian manufacturers overseas, such as the United Xingdom and 
Japan. He thanked and congratulated Mr. Mody for successfully entering into a 
pact with the Lancashire delegation, which produced immediate effect on the political 
circle in England. The pact had, he asserted, a great political bearing. Continuing, 
Mr. Ghuznavi said he had documentary evidence that when during the Anti- Partition 
agitation B.*ngal declared bovcott of British goods and was pledged to pnrchase 
the products of Bombay Mills, Bombay Millowners raised the prices by 400 per 
cent. But Bengal supported and would" be always supporting the industry of 
Bombay, which was national. 

Mr, K. G. Neogy attacked the Mody-Lees Pact as this was an expression of 
abdtoacioa of the Commerce Member’s function. Bombay did not enjoy the same 
predominant position, because mills were rapidly growing round different centres 
for local consumption. So, to say that the Bombay Association represented the 
major number of Indian mills was incorrect. Quoting from the evidence of the 
M incheater Chamber of Commerce before the Joint Parliamentary Committee, Mr. 
Neogy showed that the talks of Lancashire’s conceding political rights to India 
were not real as they insisted on safeguards. He strongly condemned the principle 
of granting economic concession on political grounds and held that the Pact was 
ail the more dangerous as the other party was ruling the country. He wanted to 
know if this agreement was a fore-runner of many other similar pacts, of which 
hint was given by the Secretary of State in the House of Commons. 

Sir Leslie Hudson, on behalf of the European group, congratulated Mr. Mody 
on his agreement which, he said, was in the best interest of India. He criticised 
the In do- Japanese agreement as too much favourable to Japan. The House then 
adjourned. 

15th. MARCH Amidst persistent interruptions from which he sought the pro- 
tection of the Chair, Diicau Bahadur A. Bamasicami Mvdaliar sought to defend 
the Mody-Lees Pact when discussion was resumed on the Cotton Textile Protection 
Bill this morning. He said he had great respect for the honest Congressmen who 
kept themselves outside the House and maintained an attitude of inexorable non- 
co-operation with the Government but he could not understand the dishonest non- 
co-operation of '‘super-patriots” and commercial organisations who refused to send 
representatives to this House but pestered the Government with interminable depu- 
tations. Defending Manchester’s demands for safeguards, he declared that this was 

17 
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provoked by unreasonable and anti-British attitude in the Assenably and in the 
country. Diwan Bahadur Ramaewami Mudaliar said that one direct result of the 
Mody Pact was the purchase by Lancashire ot more than double quantity of Indian 
cotton than the correspondine period of the last year. 

Mr. Bhvpat Singh asserted ihat the Government, of India had no justification for 
giving statutory recognition to the agreement en'ered into by two private industrial 
agencies. He regretted that the Government did not accept fully the recommenda- 
tion of the Tariff Board rtgarding the silk industry but he hop(d that whatever 
protection had been proposed to be given would revive the once flourishing industry 
of India and bring back ancient prosperity. 

Mr. Eamkrishna Beddi opposed the Imperial preference and said that the 
Ottawa Agreement gave India certain reciprocal advantages but the present pacts 
assured India nothing. 

Without questioning Mr, Mody^s business abilities, Sir Ahdur Rahim declared 
that the Government’s acceptance of the private commercial agreement, raised a 
matter of great constitutional importance. _ Agreements of this character instead of 
smoothing matters rather complicated the issues. What would the Government do, 
he asked, if other organisations representing a seetional interest struck up their 
pacts with private business corporations in other coumrieB and pressed the Govern- 
ment for acceptance. Unlike the Indo-Japanese Pact iho Mody Pact did not pro- 
vide any definite undertaking by Lancashire to buy a definite quantity of Indian 
cotton while giving her certain tariff concessions and this elemimt of uncertainty 
■was going to invite enormous troubles. If Lancashire was so willing to help the 
Indian cultivator as stated by certain gentlemen, why did she uot commit herself 
to some definite quota as Japan did. The Gove^'n merit would be in the danger of 
narrowing their vision if they encourage instead of discon raging such private pacts. 
He pleaded for the Mursh^dabad silk industry and hoped that the Select Committee 
would insist on the measure being taken for its protection, 

Mr. K. P. Thampan said that it was bunkum to say that England bought more 
Indian cotton because of the Mody Pact. The reason should be sought in the 
Ottawa Agreement. The House then adjourned. 

16 lh. MARCH After four days, the debate on the Ti'xtile Protection Bill had 
an exciting end to-day. Mr. B, Das's motion for circulation was rejected, but the 
Opposition backed Mr. Bhvpat Singh^s amendment for extending the time of the 
Select Com mine’s labours from ten days to three weeks. 

Sir Joseph Bhore opposed the amendment, saying that they would take extension 
afterwards if necessary. The amendment, being put to vote, was rejecU'd by 54 votes 
to 32. Thereupon Mr. K. 0. Neogy declared that the three members of the Demo- 
cratic Party would not sit on the Committee in view of the GovtTrimcnt’s attitude. 
Sir Joseph Bhore^s motion for a Select Commiiteo was earned without, a division. 

When the discussion on the Bill was roBumed, Mr. C, S, Itanga Iyer made a 
counter attack on Dewan Bahadur Mudaliar for troubling the calm waters of 
economic discussions by calling the mill-owners, who were not represented in the 
Assembly, dishonest and treacherous, which really amounted to calling them 
scoundrels. “Mudaliars rush iu where Modys fear to tread,” observed Mr. Ranga 
Iyer, although Mr. Mody was not an angol. The OppOBition might well ask why 
Lancashire clamoured tor safeguards when there were Modys and Mudaliars in this 
country. Eventually, Mr, Ranga Iyer supported the Mody fact as be believed in 
Indo- British co-operation for increasing the world market for Indian cotton as also 
for the vulnerability of India’s enormous sea coasts and frontiers. Ho realised that 
Lancashire had approached India from a new angle of vision. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir^ referring to the Indo-British Agreement, observed that the 
prosperity of the agriculturists led to the prosperity of the industrialists and if by 
the Indo-Japaneae Agreement the import duty on textiles had been lowered from 
75 per^ cent to 50 pert cent to give relief to the cotton-growers ho would not 
grudge it. But he appre-hended that the cotton-growers would not bo able to reap 
the benefit of the agreemenL as by skilful manoeuvres the prices of cotton would 
go down. AS regards the Mody-Lees Pact, he dofend(‘d Mr. Mody and stressed the 
importance of the ‘quid pro quo’ offered by Lancashire in the agreement, namely, 

that they recognised India’s right of imposing duties on Lancashire goods to protect 
India’s industry. ® 

Satyendra Ch, Mitra could not accept the view that commercial interests 
and policies were insuperable, specially in a subject country like India. Mr. Mitra 
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characterised the fiscal conventioii as a farce and refused to believe that freedom 
"Was achievable by reasoning and logic. The House might give any amount of 
Imperial preference but he declared that England could not force India to buy her 
goods without real political reconciliation. 

After Sir Joseph Bhore had replied to the debate, Mr. B, Bas^s circulation 
motion was negatived. Mr. Bhupat Singh’’ s motion to refer the Bill to a Select 
Committee, with instruction to report within three weeks instead of ten days, was 
also negatived by 54 to 32 votes. The original motion for reference of the Textile 
Bill to a Select committee wss then passed. 

The situation in the House became deeply tense when Mr. K. C. Neogy made a 
statement that in view of the attitude of the Government regarding this ^ important 
matter the three members of the Democratic Party whose name were included in 
the Select Committee declined to sit on the Committee. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed, 
without any party commitment, made a similar statement in his individual capacity. 
Sir Ahdur Rahim said that in view of the feeling that members of the Select 
Committee were being hustled due to the shortness of time he would request the 
Government to reconsider their attitude. 

Sir Joseph Bhore could not say anything beyond stating that the Chairman 
of the Select Committee would try his best to accommodate the members. 

The President stated that according to legislative rules, if a Select Committee 
was unable to finish its labours within the time prescribed in the motion, it was 
open to come before the House and ask for more time. 


The Finance Bill 

Sir George Schuster then moved for consideration of the Finance Bill. Without 
any speech Haji Wajihuddin opposed the imposition of extra one pice on book-poat. 
He Also condemned the Government’s present taxation policy in general. 

Mr. Maswood Ahmed suggested that there should be a ministry for agriculture 
and criticised the Government for neglecting the interests of the agriculturists. He 
pleaded for greater facilities for the export of rice from Bihar. The House theu 
adjourned. 

17tb. MARCH : — When the discussion on the Finance Bill was resumed to-day, Mr. 
E. S, Miller drew the Government’s attention to Burma’s indignation at what he 
characterised as a palpable injustice in failing to give Burma back half of the 
export duty ou rice while favouring Bengal by giving her half of the jute export duty. 

Sir Mohammad Yakub pleaded for the abolition of the proposed excise duty on 
sugar and suggested the imposition of four annas extra duty on salt, (cries of ‘no’ 
‘no’) He also suggested the imposition of a small export duty on gold which would 
secure the stoppage of exodus of gold aud also bring some revenue to the 
Government. 

Mr. Jadhava urged upon the Government the importance of developing Indian 
mercantile marine in order to foster the trade of the country. He also stressed 
that company laws should be revised to help the Indian insurance huainess, 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt urged the Government to undo the hydra-headed monster 
of the Communal Award and the Poona Pact which did great injuatice to Bengal 
and India. 

Mr. F. W. Bockenhull asked the Government what specific solution they contem- 
plated of Assam’s budgetary difficulties. 

Khan Sahib Fazal Piracha and Diwan Lalchand Navalrai also made some 
obBervations on the Finance Bill, after which the House adjourned till the I9th. 

19th. MARCH: — Resuming discussion on the Finance Bill to-day. Sir Sari Singh 
Gour urged the Government to seriously consider the question of reorganisa- 
tion of all public services in order to reduce the expenditure of the Government 
of India if they really wanted to be saved from irremediable bankruptcy towards 
which they were rushing. He quoted figures to show that India bad been saddled 
during the last five years with additional taxation to the extent of nearly 51 crores. 
The speaker next stressed the necessity of heavy reduction in both civil and military 
expenditure and in conclusion asked the Finance Member to be responsive to the 
wishes of the House if not responsible to it. 

Mr. S. O, Mitra criticised the military administration and made serious allega- 
tions against the military activities in Midnapore, specially in Contai. He narrated 
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Bpecifio cases in which Conp^reesmen and other people had been forced to salute 
the Union Jack or, on refusal, had been saldected to inhuman tortures, their 
houses were searched, property damaKod, at)d modesty of the ladies outraged. He 
further related how schools had been forced to receive batches of soldiers at the 
time of their visit and how tea-parties and ‘dailies' or in lieu thereof cash payments 
were extorted from the public, (cries of ‘shamo’ ‘shame' from the non-oflScial mem- 
bers) The speaker also referred to the indefinite confinement of detenus and 
warned the Government that repression would fail to extinguish their love for the 
country. 

Messrs. Anldesaria, Yamin Khan and Talih Itehdi Khan made some observa- 
tions on the Finance Bill after which the House adjourned. 

DllATH OF Mr. R. T. H. Mackenzie 

20fch. MARCH : — When the Assembly met tn-dny Sir B. L. Mitter^ Leader of the 
House, conveyed the tragic news of the d<‘ath of Mr. R. T. H. Mackenzie, a nomina- 
ted member, representing the Associated ChamberH of Commerce, which occurnd this 
morning at 6-30 under similar circumstances in which yir Thomas Ryan dud the other 
day. Sir Cowaeji Jehangir, Deputy Leader of the Independent Party. Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh on behalf of the (Centre Party, Sir Hari Singh Gour, Li'ader of the National- 
ist Party, and Mr, G. Morgan of the European group, all expressed their deep sense 
of sorrow at the untimely death of Mr. Mackenzie and associated themselves with 
what came out of the lips of the Leader of the House, They nil said that it was 
too tragic that on the eve of the dccensed's retirement they should have to mourn 
his death. The Chair also associated himself with what was said by the members 
and party Leaders an I in accordance with the wishes of the House agreed to con- 
Tcy to the bereaved family of the departed an expression of sincere condolence and 
sympathy of the House. The House then adjourned as a mark of respect to the 
memory of the deceased. 


Deb ate on the Finance Bill (contd.) 

2 lit. MARCH ’.—When discussion on the Finance Bill was rosnmed to-day, Sir 
Barry Eaig regretted that he was not present when on Monday Mr. S. 0. Mitra 
made a senes of serious allegations against the ad min isi ration in Bengal, as he 
thought that the Hon'ble Member would speak on finance and not on administra- 
tion. He wanted a reply and he shall have a reply. Mr. Mitra well knew the 
procedure of the House regarding seeking information from the Ilonsr, Most of the 
questions he (Home Member) had to answer was from him (Mr. Mura) and that 
also mostly as regards detenus. It was impossible for any Govern tuent Member to 
give a categorical answer to the points raised in the course of a debate and he 
would ask the Bengal Government to supply the information. 

As regards the functions of troops in Midnapore, Sir Harry Haig pointed out 
that troops in India were maintained not only for the purpose of defence against 
external enemies, but for the purpose of giving aid to civil powers in internal 
emergencies. It was in accordance with these duties that troops were now employed 
in Bengal, Sir Harry Haig stated that valuable results had been achieved by the 
presence of troops m Bengal, and Government's anticipations in sending two 
brigades soon after the terrorist menace, in autumn of 1935, were fulfill! d, for the 
situation was now very much better (Here, Here). He did not wish thereby to mini- 
mise the efforts of civil officers, but the great part of the credit for the improved 
situation was due to the presence of troops. The general spirit of confidence had 
been restored in Midnapore. And in Chittagong also direct results had been 
achieved. Sir Harry Haig hop^d that nothing should be said or done in the 
Assembly which would have the effect of trying to discourage troops in Bengal, for 
he had seen nothing in reports he had received to suggest that their discipline had 
in any way fallen short of an exemplary standard. Referring to the problem of 
detenus, Sir Harry Haig was astonished at Mr. Mitra's charges. Mr. Mitra had 
declared that Government should not imagine that by merely keeping ia restrain a 
few thousand young men they would kill the ideas of patriotism. 

Sir Harry Haig asked: “Does Mr. Mitra think that wo are keeping these young 
order to kill the ideas of patriotism ? The problem of detenus is practically 
coDfined to Bengal. ^ Are there no patriots in other provinces. Has Bengal the 
monopoly of patriotism? Or is it not that Bengal has the monopoly of something 
different (political murder) ? What Government are seeking is not to repress patrio- 
tism, but the desire for murder. That is the justification for the policy of keeping 
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these younff men under restraint. We folly believe that they are terrorists. The 
Beneral Government cheek their information by placing it before two Judges. If 
they proceed on wrong information, it is only in a very small number of c«ses.” 

Mr. Mitraj interrupting, stated that the procedure was only in respect of State 
prisoners. 

Sir Harry Haig replied : “As regards State prisoners we follow exactly the same 
procedure as is followed by the Bengal Government in regard to prisoners under 
the criminal law. I would invite Mr. Mitra to make it clear whether by expressing 
his feelings, as he did, he in any way desired to support the murder of Govern- 
ment officials or their friends.” 

Mr Mitra immediately answered in the negative. 

Sir Harry Haig : 1 have no doubt that be did not desire to encourage that 
feeling, but. somehow his language was open to that doubt. However, the Govern- 
ment. policy is to esterpate all those ideas which bring discredit and shame to 
Bengal. Quite apart trom the considerations of mormliiy and inhumanity, I am 
certain that Mr. Mitra has realised clearly the barm that is generally done to the 
interests of his own country, the feeling of distrust and estrangement endangered 
and the handle given to the opponents of political reform, not to speak of the 
material loss caused to the province and the expenditure involved in maintaming 
extra police force and the diversion of energies which should be utilised in. bene- 
ficent activities.” 

proceeding. Sir Harry Haig explained the mentality of terrorists. Government 
had tried amnesty and released them, but time after time they (terrorists) had gone 
back to the same profession. Terrorists would give up their policy only when they 
were made to realise that force would not succeed. And that was what Govern- 
ment were endeavouring to bring home to them now so that they might discard 
those and endeavour to lead a normal life. When that moment occurred, no one 
would he better pleased than the Government of Bengal. 

Lastly, Sir Harry Haig referred to the classification of prisoners and after 
pointing out that, the revised rules were framM in consultation with leaders of 
parties in the previous Assembly, he stated that class (a) under the present rulf^s 
was a special class in old rubs and statistically it would be proved that it was 
not correct to say that very few prisoners were sent to class (b) and more in class (c). 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir made a strong plea for affording relief to the Bombay 
Government in their budgetary difficulties. He mentioned the extent to which 
retrenchment was carried out ruihlessly and the amount of extra taxation which 
had to be imposed for balancing the budget. The Meston Settlement, he said, was 
the most iniquitous for Bombay and the tax per head in Bombay was the highest 
in India, 

Replying, Sir George Schuster acknowledged the difficulties of Bombay but he 
said that the Central Government was not in a position to give a general largess 
to the province. He pointed out that the Central Government had allowed some 
concession to the Bombay Corporation recently. 

After Sir George Schuster’s reply, the motion for taking up the Finance Bill for 
consideration was passed. 

Reduction of Salt duty 

When the Finance Bill was taken up for consideration clause by clause, Mr. 
Amar Nath Dutt and Mr. Maswood Ahmed moved several amendments urging 
reduction of the duty on salt of Rs. 1-4 per maund. All the amendments were 
negatived. Mr. N. M. Joski observed that the salt duty was the worst kind of 
indirect taxes prevailing in India. 

Omission of Cigaeettes Duty 

An interesting debate followed when Mr. Maswood Ahmed moved an amendment 
seeking omission of the proposed duty on cigarettes of 25 per cent, ‘ad valorem’ 
plus Rs. 5-15-0 per thousand cigarettes which would have the effect of lowering the 
existing import duty thus encouraging the influx of foreign cigarettes. Sir Cowasn 
Jehangir, Sir Hari Singh Oour and Afr. S, C. Mitra, all opposed the proposal and 
urged the retention of the present duty. The debate had not concluded when the 
House adjourned. 

22i]d. MARCH : — When discussion of Mr. Maswood Ahmed* s amendment was 
resumed to-day Sir George Schuster proposed that the debate on the amendment be 
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held over until an aKreement was arrived at between the representatives of the 
various parties and the Finaoce Member at an inforrna m- 

Duty on Hides and Skins 

The President agreeing, Mr.. Fidyaeaffar X“g 

the mainfenanoe of status quo in regard to the ^^oort i contended that 

and protesting ‘>te abolition .of duty on hide . Mr- r flourishing 

if the duty be abolished, it would tall he . Jointed out that a large number of 

in Madras and other parts of ^ i'^.. nuked the Muslim members to 

MorIpitis was interGsted in tho business and so no asK 

Wilayafullah and Sadiq Basan Seikh ‘’'had^To'lfsXt^ 

on the ground that due to the export duty, the export of raw macs 

strZ'ed that the Indian Tanning industry as “ oCrved! 

considerable importance. Trade in raw ^ for the fall in the export 

were not autagomstic but mutually complementary. _ rpsoousible for it. But 

of raw hides, he. pointed out that trafi figures to show that 

internal consumptiou of hides had also increased. He ^ ^ 

the tanning industry had been growing more “nd “loro and if the ciuty 
abolished it would seriously injure the industry without “ t. tl jndian- 

the primary producer. He further said that under the 1 markets of the United 

tanned hides were entitled to preferential '« “Jot the um 

Kingdom and this would be lost if the Co.nt, mental tanners got tpo up^or nami 

over the Indian tannera by reason of the abolition of the expor y 

•‘Kr S;K“'r ssVd (y«ui,.n ^ .poi« .« .k. 

ihnted obiurTCd that impoaition Of ^PoS a “™hv°'no™'proteet*"*e 
for protecting the industry was a novel argument. He aek<’‘lvuZ was ^oSsised 
textile indnsfiy by levying a heavy export duty on cotton 7 T'^®’"® ""’^ 00001 ? 

Ur. Ziaiiddin, no justification for export duty on hides which was not a monopoly 

SfJ ^Ahdur Rahim, leader of the Opposition, "P'”®^u.in^Jv.n*ian*’nbm ^ndu8tr°y 
surplus hides which, if not exported, would be wasted. While t facilitating the 

must be given evejy protection, there was no justification for not facilitating tne 

export of hides which could not be coneumed by the Indian /Anno ^ . Kidna 

Sir Joseph Shore, replying to the questioo, said hft 

decreased from 40,000 tons in 1927-28 to 13.000 tons in 19.i2-.13. . _t hides 

while world conditions played some part in the decrease of the c p i 

export duty was no less responeiblo. ^ 

The amendment was eventually defeated and the House adjouroea, 

23rd. MARCH :-Purther consideration of the Finance , i-J!? ®.hrexDort 

to-day. Mr. Mastvood Ahmed moved an amendment socliing ^ j kga^ 

duty on skins. He quoted figures to show that the export of Rfc ms naa ueeu 
dwindling down year by year since 1913-14. He contended i hat the fa ^ 

was not due to economic depression. For, countries like Africa u 

increased market in America and the United Kingdom whereas Ind ^ 
losing her market. He pleaded that the recommendaiions of the Fiscal U 
should he kept m view and relief given to exporters of skins, M 

Sir George Schuster sympathised with the members who 
the export dury on skins, but observed that although export had hulen co . - ^ 
from 1927-28 onwards, the figures for ten months of 1933-34 had looked • j 

torily which showed that there was no danger of the trade be K * 

Further, the abolition of the duty would involve a loss of 15 lakhs in the Cio 
meut revenue, which was not justifiable under the present circumstances. , 

In view of the Finance Member's sympathetic reply the motion was wuharaw . 
Next Mr. Maswood Ahmed moved a substituted amendment relating to ciu^ 
cigarettes. The new amendment urged for levying an import duty of per • 

ad valorem’ plus Rs. 8-2 per thousand or Rs. B-4 per maund whichever was higne » 
The morion was accepted. ^ ^ ^ 

Another amendment by the same member, proposing to impose an import a -y 
on umnanufrtctured tobacco of Rs, 3-4 per pound (Rs. 2-l2| p^r pound in case 
the United Kingdom) was carried, 
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Tax on Letters 

Mr.^ Ziaswood Ahmed then throDg;h. another amendment sought to raise 
the weight of letters costing one anna from half a tola to one tola. He nrged that 
letters weighing more than one tola but not exc<=eding two and a half tolas should 
cost one anna and three pies and for every additional tola or fraction theren^f the 
postage should be half an anna instead of one anna and three pies of every two and 
a half tolas or fraction thereof as proposed in the Finance Bill. Mr Maswood 
Ahmed explained that unless the weight of letters costing one anna was raised to 
one tola, a nduction in ihe postage would not benefit the poor villagers, 

Messrs. Sitakanta Makapatra and Sitarama Haju whole-heartedly supported 
the amendment. Sir Frank Noyce stated that utmost concession had been made in 
the reduction of postage for letters and any further concession in weight would 
entail enormous loss on the postal department. He considered that the concession 
made were by no means illusory, as some members thought. Deican Lalckand 
Navalrai asserted that people would always ha\e to pay extra charges as the letters 
would invariably be found to weigh more than half a tola ; so it would he hke 
taking with other hand what was given with one hand. Dtwan Bahadar Navalrai^ 
Sarda and Mr. S. C. Mitra also held the same view. Abdulla Boon opposed the 
amendment. Sir Hari Singh Oour supported the amendment. The amendment was, 
however, defeated by 49 to 37 votes. 

AH efforts made by Messrs. Maswood Ahmed, lhampan and Amarnath Dutt 
through successive amendments to lower the rate of postage for letters or to raise 
their minimum weight failed to achieve any result. 

Mr. S. C, Jog then wanted through an amendment to lower the postage from 
one anna to six pies on letters for local service. Many members supported the 
suggestion, but it was ultimately defeated, 

Mr, Amarnuth Dutt thereafter moved an amendment seeking to reduce the price 
of post-cards to two pice, wnich was also rejected. 

Mr. Maswood Ahmed^s amendment for lowering the price of post-card to three 
pies shared the same fate. He thereafter moved another amendment for reducing 
the price of post cards to half-anna. The debate had not concluded when the 
House adjourned till the 27th. 

27ih. MARCH : — After the question hour in the Assembly, discussion on the 
Finance Bill being resumed, Messrs. Amarnath Dutta and S. G. Mitra supported 
Maswood Ahmed's amendment urging reduction in the price of postcards to half- 
anna and of reply-cards to one-anna. Khan Bahadar Haji Wajihuddin suggested 
the introduction of half-size postcards costing three pies, small size costing six 
pies, and the normal size costing nine pies. Messrs. B. V, Jadhav and Gaya Prasad 
Singh stressed the demand of the countiy for lowering the price of po^^tcards. They 
held that the loss m revenues due to reduction in rates will be anaply compensated 
by increase in traffic. 

Sir Frank Noyce, opposing the amendment, stated that the reduction rates would 
involve a loss of fifty-six lakhs of rupees. Traffic in postcards, he cited figures to 
show, had been dropping since 1929-30, even before the introduction of the enhan- 
ced rates. Referring to Rhan Bahadur Wajihuddm’s suggestion, Sir Frank showed a 
quarter size postcard and said that such small postcard costing three pies would be 
welcome by none (Laughter). 

The motion was defeated by 45 to 37 votes. 

Mr. Maswood Ahmed’s amendment urging that the price of reply postcards be 
reduced to five pice was also defeated. 

Sir Frank Noyce, however, agreed to consider his suggestion for the appointment 
of an advisory committee in the postal department. 

Book Post Bates 

Dewan Bahadur Eamaswami Mndaliar, moving for the reduction in the propo- 
sed enhanced rate of book-post, observed that the increase would be a tax on 
knowledge. 

Sir Frank Noyce : The increase has been recommended to check certain 
abuses. 

Mr. Neogy t Devise some other means for that. But do not raise the postage 

all round, particularly on book -post. . v x 

Dewan Bahadur’s Mudaliar substituted amendment prescribing the postage of 
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nine Dies for initial five tolas and six pies for additional five tolas or fraction there- 
of on*^book9, patterns, or sample packets was however carried. at .l n 

Through successive amendments, Messis. Maswood Ahmed and Amar Nath Dutt 
tried tn raise the level of the assessable income for purposes of taxation to two 
thousand rupees. But all of them proved infructuous 

Another amendment of Mr. Maswood Ahmed seeking to exempt from taxation 
income up to Rs. 1,500 also shared the sanae fate. u t 

Mr. Das^s amendment urging that the in^me 
ved of aiiv income-tax was supported by Khan Bahadur Wc^hiuddin, Messrs 
Sitakanta Mahapatra, Azhar AH, S. 0. Sen and Amar nath Dutt, By 50 to 37 

votes this amencimeut also was lost. , ^ , f xt. -o- -o-n 

Other amendments being desposed of, all clauses of the Finance Bill were put 

before the House and passed. i • j xi. . xt. j- . 

Mr Sitaram Raju, speaking on the Finance Bill, complained that the expedients 

which were found to meet an emergent situation had now become standardised. 
With reference to the replies by Government members to the cnhcism of thmr policy 
relating to administration and finances of the country, Mr. Raju said: He had a 
speech on the ethics of Law and Order from the Home Member and sermons from the 
Finance Member on the ways and means of not how to improve our finances, but 
how best to employ our time while speaking on the financial policy of the Govern- 
ment. Speaking on the administrative policy, ho compared the condition of India 
to Ireland and observed that one-third of the people had been in jails, one-third 
should have been sent to the lunatic asylums and the rest to the ‘‘poorhou0e8’\ 

Continuing, Mr. Raju asserted that while there had been talks of a new consti- 
tution, the Government had been pursuing a policy of repression. 

Sir Abdur Rahirn, leader of the Independent Party, asked bir George Schuster 
to tell the Secretary of State to give India a greater responsibility and power in 
matters financial, so that India might get a chance of regaining her financial 

prosperity. 

The House then adjourned till 9 p. m. 


When the third reading of the Finance Bill was continued at the pnst-prandial 
sitting of the Assembly, Mr, Agarwal referred to the provincial jealousies between 
Bengal with its chronic deficit caused by excessive expenditure on the Police and 
Bombay with its contiiiued clamour for protection. He said the Punjab might well 
ask the Goverumeot to give back to the Punjab what they derived from Khewra 

Salt Deposits. . , 

Mr, Ranga Iyer criticised the Government for proposing an excise duty on 
sugar and bringing the sugar bill after .the Finance Bill had boon passed. The 
speaker resented giving half ol the ju»e duty back to the Bengalees who were most 
“greedy’^ and to whom India meant Bengal. 

Mr, Satyen Mitra took an opportunity of replying to Sir Harry Haig’s statement 
made the other day in the Assembly on Mr. Mitra’s allegations against use of 
soldiers in Midnapore. He deplored the practice of running civil administration in 
Bengal with the help and co-operation of the military. He admitted thiTe might 
be occasions and emergencies when military raj might have to be installed, but that 
should never form a permanent feature of day-to-day administration. He was sur- 
prined that instead of making proper enquiries into the allegations he had made, 
Sir Harry should go on showering praises on soldiers on the excellent standard of 
discipline maintained by them. He referred to the just and generous investigations 
made by Lord Ourzon into the Burma case when British Bolaiers committed assults 
on Burma women. It was British juatiee, emphasised Mr. Mitra, which was respon- 
sible for the permanence of the British Government in the country. But the bank- 
ruptcy of statesmanship on the part of the present British Government had lowered 
British administration in public estimation. Referring to Sir Harry Haig^s question 
whether patriotism was a monopoly of Bengal, Mr. Mitra observed, “I never claimed 
that. What I claimed was that the Be ngalees are patriots. Much is made of the 
assertion that Bengal hhadralog Hindus are terrorists, murderers and misguided 
youths. But may I ask who is it who serves Government at an enormous risk of 
life? Is it not Bengal Hindu hhadraloks Continuing, Mr. Mitra quoted the late 
Mr. Gokhale’s words ^What Bengal thinks to-day India thinks to-morrow.^' Mr. 
Mitra asserted that if the Government wanted peace and conciliation they would 
have to conciliate Bengal, specially Hindu bkadralog^ of Bengal. With regard to 
the classificaiion of political prisoners Mr. Mitra complained that whereas many 
prisoners convicted of heinous offences were ,put in class 'B’, political prisoners 
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coming from respectable families having a higher standard of life were classed as ‘C’. 
Even in jails they were treated with hardship. 

Sir George Schuster,^ replying to the debate, said he did not wish to keep longer 
the weary house. Referring to Sir Abdur Rahim’s criticism of the capitation award, 
Sir George Schuster emphasized that the award had gone against India on all points 
except one and the assessment made by his Majesty’s Government in respect of this one 
point was reasonable. Referring to Mr. Mody’s speech he said Mr. Mody would 
have to substantiate allegations against States, As for the loss of revenue the 
Government were fully alive to the point. Their attitude must be on treating all 
interests fairly. _ As regards smuggling, active steps were being taken to minimise 
that danger. Sir George Schuster then made an announcement regarding the port 
of Bombay, and announced an inquiry into the financial position of the Bombay 
port. He said “The Government of India recognize that the maintenance of the 
trade and financial stability of the port of Bombay is a matter of far more than 
local importance in which they have a very direct concern. They have assured the 
Government of Bombay that they will do all that is in their power to ensure to the 
port of Bombay conditions of fair and equal competition with other ports and ability 
to hold its place in such conditions. They propose to institute au early enquiry 
into the position of the port of Bombay in order to determine what measures on 
their own part may be necessary. 

Sir George Schuster, replying to Mr. B. Das’s point that there should be a better 
system of taxation, agreed that the time had come when the relative reliance placed 
on the various heads of taxation should be re7iewed. That would be a most impor- 
tant task in future of the Finance Member’s responsibility. 

As for excisable articles, arrangements had been made to keep a record of the 
issue of excisable articles from factories from April 1, but no payment would be 
due until May 1, by which time the bill would become law, so that demand would 
be made from April 1. He thought that the practical problem raised by the excise 
duty on matches would have to be faced whenever duty was imposed but had no 
reason to think thac stocks which would elude duty were larger than they would 
normally be. Sir George claimed that the debate showed that his budget proposals 
were non-con troversial and hoped after Sir Abdur Rahim’s remarks the House might 
be regarded as accepting their proposals about Bengal beyond the range of 
controversy. Conclnding, Sir George said : ‘This is the last debate on the Finance 
Bill that I shall have to handle in India. So many members felt that the Govern- 
ment of India had not been very enterprising in its methods of economic planning 
and that they would have liked to have seen a popular Finance Member to deal 
with the finances more in consonance with popular demands. Well, sir, history has 
not yet passed its verdict on the rightness or wrongness of the various methods 
tried by many countries to deal with the present situation. It still remains to be 
proved whether the bold experiments of President Roosevelt are right and still 
remains to be proved what ultimate reaction to the plans of that kind may be. We 
have followed the less ambitious plans, but yet just as carefully thought out. We 
have been influenced, let us be quite clear, very much by British methods, but let 
us also be clear, we have not been influenced by British motives. There was one 
sentence in Sir Abdur Rahim’s speech which gave me certain amount of pain, 
suggesting that we are under the influence of British motives. There is no member 
of this Government who looks at any question from any other point of view except 
what is right for India. (Applause). If sometimes we have choseu a course which 
is harder aud less popular, it is because we believe that British methods may iu the 
long run prove better. We have kept our tradition sound and I venture to think 
that when Indians of the future look back on the history of all these years they 
would not be so critical as many are to-day of us who have to steer sometimes an 
unpopular course of trying to follow the right principles and avoid quack remedies.’ 

The Finance Bill was then passed and the House rose at 1-50 p. m. amidst 
cheers and adjourned, establishing a record in the length of the Assembly. 

The Salt Bill Debate 

28 th, MARCH :—Sir George Schuster then moved further consideration of the 

Salt Bill. , , , 

Mr. K, G, Neogy moved an amendment that consideration be postponed pending 
an opportunity for the House to ‘reconsider the terms of the resolution (dated 
April i. 1931) for redistribution of the proceeds of the additional import duty on 

18 
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foreign salt in the light of the action taken by the Government of India and the 
provincial Governments thereunder’. Mr. Neogy explained how at the time of 
enacting the Suit Bill the Government got a resolution passed in the Assembly 
outlining the method of distributing the proceeds of tho duty. Firstly, it was laid 
down that the Government of India would devote a portion of tho duty for the 
development of Northern India sources but the Government had failed in this 
respect as was clear from the report of the Central Board of Kevenue and replies 
given by the Government to questions put in the Assembly. The resolution stipu- 
lated, secondly, that the Government of India would develop other sources W 
supplying salt to those areas which consumed foreign salt. Mr. Neogy said that 
the only step taken by the Government was to appoint th(5 Pitt Committee which 
found that the prospects of making salt on tho coast of Bengal were not rosy but 
the committee emphasised that their finding was based on imperfect data. The 
Government had done nothing, said Mr. Neogy, to collect all necessary data and 
come to right conclusion. The resolution, thirdly, aimed that tho provincial Govern- 
ments would also investigate the possibility of producing salt to meet their local 
demands. The Bombay and the United provinces Governments, although they bene- 
fited least from the duty, carried certain investigations but Bengal and Behar did 
nothing beyond swelling their balances. In a letter to tho Government of India 
the Bengal Government even claimed freedom to utilise tho duty ‘in a way most 
advantageous to the people of Bengal’. It appeared from certain •^^ources including 
that of the Pitt Beport that Bengal 'was antagonistic to tho manufacture of salt. 
Mr. Neogy quoted several documents to show that there was great 
future for manufacture of salt on tho Bengal coast and cerljiin companies were 
manufacturing it now on a progressive scale. The Government should couBidor the 
1981 resolution and lay down definitely that tho duty must bo utilised for the 
development of salt or retained by the Government of India for this purpose. 

Sir George Schuster pointed out that the bill itself must he passed lieforo March 
31, as otherwise a fresh bill had to bo introduced. He agreed with Mr. Neogy that 
the terms of the resolution should be discussed by the I-Ionsc. He was prepared 
therefore to do his best to allot time for discussion of Mr. Neogy’s motion before 
the end of the session and hoped that there would bo no charge that the Govern- 
ment was bringing it at the fag end of tho session. 

Mr. Neogy withdrew his motion in order to allow the passage of the Bill. 

During the consideration of the bill, Mr.B. Das reiterated his suggcRtion that there 
should be a standing committoo which should report to tho I louse every year as to 
the effect any protective measure had on the industry. Ho said ho was encouraged 
in making this suggestion as Sir Georgo Schuster himself had in a way supported 
it on A previous occasion. 


Six George Schuster thought this point could bo discussed in connection with Mr, 
Neogy s motion, ^ As for Khewar salt the Finance Member stated that with a fall 
in the prices of imported salt the possibility of Khewra salt h(‘comiag oornmorcial 
proposition had been very much diminished. Khewar was not a potential source of 
adequate supply unless tho Governmonts subsidiHed it, hut at the same time it served 
as a reserve case of war or any other emorgoney when salt could not be imported 
into India. The Finance Member promised to forward copies of the debate to the 
Government of Bengal. As for the suggestion of Mr. B. Das In^ promised to con- 
sult the Commerce Member but could not possibly siy whether there could be a 
standing committee to report on tho effect of each tarifl' measure. 

that Khowra conld not supply salt to th'i Bengal market 
at Ks. bb per hundred raaunds, Mr. S. G. Mitra suggested to the Finance Momlier 
not to distribute the raoiiey collected under the Bill until Mr. Neogy’s motion was 
disposed or. Mr. S, 0. Sen expressed a desire to see Bengal regain the position of 
manufacturing her own salt, If tho Bengal Government piirsistcd in its apathy 
towards the manufacture of suit thou tho Central Governmont should undertake tho 

Ahmed expressed the fear that as a result of thi^ passage of 
the Bill the price of salt would increase in India. Mx. Azhar All, Seth Abdullah 

I ^inqh also spoke. Mr. Q S nil ivan said that the 

inaustry should be given adequate protection and not. kept under suspense with 

k being removed. When the Bill comes liofore them next 

1 P’^o^ecLion at least for three years, Karachi had already invested 
development of tho salt industry. Aden manufacl iirors seemed to 

w Aden became separate from India then 

her exports from India should be treated as foreign imports. 
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The House agreed to take the bill into consideration. 

Mr, G. Morgan moved that Liverpool be permitted to import free of additional 
customs duty salt not exceeding 50,000 tons a year. He reminded t!ie ^ House that 
the Finance Member stated last year that if it was proved that the Liverpool salt 
was entirely a special article which did not compete with Indian salt then the case 
for reducing the duty thereon would be considered in the interest of the consumer. 

Mr. Morgan said that Liverpool salt had been replaced by German salt from 
Hamburg to the extent of 50,000 tons annually. The House has agreed to the 
policy of India for Britain and Britain for India and that the two countries must 
stand together. 

Mr. Mahapatra opposed the amendment and pleaded for Orissa salt. 

Sir George Schuster said that an isolated proposition of this kind was inadmi- 
ssible at the time when they were thinking of entering into definite trade relation- 
ship with the United Kingdom. If the British authorities thought that manufac- 
tures of salt should have preferential treatment, that could be considered as a part 
of the general discussion into which a number of questions would arise. He niust 
therefore oppose the amendment. He added that quite apart from the previous 
arguments he as at present advised thought that Mr. Morgan had not established 
a case even on merits. 

Mr. Morgan's amendment was rejected. 

Mr. G, Morgan made another attempt to lower the duty on Liverpool salt by 
half. Mr. B. Y, Jadhav opposed as the reduction would affect the^ salt industry 
of Kathiawar and Sind. Sir George Schuster also opposed on this ground. The 
amendment was rejected. 

Mr. O' Sullivan moved for retaining the old duty of 54-12 by lowering it to 
Rs, He said that the indigenous industry would be hit. Mr. Maswood Ahmed 
pointed out that the prices of salt were as low as Rs, 36 per hundred maunds and 
even the proposed duty of Rs. 50 was too much. Sir George Schuster opined that 
the duty of Rs. 50 was more in consonance with the prevailing prices. The amend- 
ment was rejected and the Salt Bill was passed. The House then adjourned. 


The Sugar Bill 

29tli. MARCH \^Sir George Schuster moved for reference of the Sugar Bill to a 
select committee, consisting of Diwan Bahadur Ramaswami Mudaliar, Mr, S. C. Mitra, 
Mr, Azahar Ali, Abdoola Haroon, Lala Hari Raj Swaroop, Mr. Jagannath Aggarwal, 
Mr. Bhupat Singh, Lala Rameswar Prasad Bagla, Mr. R. S. Sarma, Mr. B. Das, Bhai 
Pararaanand, Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer, Mr. F. E. James, Mr. Morgan, Major Nawab 
Malik Talib Mehdi Khan, Sardar Nibal Singh, Shah Nawaz Khan, Mr. G. S. Bajpai, 
Mr. Hardy and the mover. 

Sir George Schuster referred to what he called a misleading campaign ana 
propaganda by interested parties since the measure was announced. He answered 
the charges of breach of faith saying that what they proposed was exactly whafe 
the Tariff Board recommended and the allegations of low prices of sugar shares 
and giving a blow to the industry, were absolutely contrary to facts. He quoted 
figures showing that shares of some companies worth two rupees rose to Rs. iMand 
Rs. 186 since the Budget estimates were revealed. 

Mr. Maswood Ahmed moved an amendment that the Bill be circulated for elici- 
ting opinion thereon by August 1, 1934. The mover observed^ that there was no 
need for hurrying the measure as the Government would gain nothing thereby- 
He asserted that if Sugar factories were making huge profits, that could effectively 
be stopped by lowering the import duty, instead of putting an excise duty. He 
urged that even the factories manufacturing sugar by the open pan process be 
exempted from the excise duty. The House then adjournra till the 2nd. April. 


2nd. APRIL After three days’ Easter recess, the Assembly resumed discussion 
to-day on the Sugar Bill, which had been proposed to be referred to a Select com- 
mittee. Lala Hari Baj Sivarup moved an amendment to the recommendation of 
the Select Committee on the Sugar Bill, seeking to circulate the Bill for eliciting 
public opinion by the 31st of July next. He stressed on the importance of carefully 
studying the situation inasmuch as 15 crores of rupees were invested in this 
industry. Continuing, Mr. Hariraj Swarup declared that the Bill was definitely 
prejudicial to th^ interests of the cane-growers, manufacturers and consumers. 
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Bhai Paramannnd siHkerl tlie Finniif.p Mombor to imn^ino himsnlf in the m.hmn 
of the manufHctiirer nnd then he wonl.l n-i.lise the ineorroelm^sN of hie iLi H« 
apprehended that the Bill if paHHecl in itepreHent form would result in the maw® 
faoturerfl down the wn^rcB of liihnnro,rH, which in ita turn would result in enor 

moufi hardHhip and uuwanhid compliciUionH. Tho story, Bhai Baratnanand added of 
factories making cnormouH profds would appear niiHlo.ading when large ^suma 
of monoy^ sunk in the induHtry wore consuh^red in * Bums 

Dr, Zianddin Ahmed wan cniiBiderahly h<*ckled wlu'n ho rOBO (o Rupport the Bill 
J-lc aHfierted that iiiflintent propngmida had heen going on against the proposed duty 
without any reason whataoewT in their support, and the charge that tho IcgiBlature 
waa going hack on its commitmiMit of adording prol('(d,ion if cxciko duty on sugar 
was iinpoBcd^ was unfounded. The TariH’ P>oard r<‘c(unmonded proioc,tion of Ks. 7-4 
per owt. which the manufactureiH would bo getting eviui now, an ov(t and above the 
protection an all-round duty of Uo. ]-,5 Iuir been propoHod in the bill to bo imposed 
on imported and manufactured sugar. 

pou'aji Bahadur^ Ramimvarni Mxidfdiar observed that (we.n ansuming that certain 
taetonoR were abusing the privilegi^s ofltTcd niuhw protection and they wore making 
tabuIouR profits, he ventured to tliink (hat a great d(‘al has to be said in favour of 
tho inauRtty. Even taking for granted that (lie industry had been fairly established, 
the excise duty, at tho present moment, if tlurngh not wliolly bad, is definitely 
prematura Iho Dowan Bahadur furthcT addl'd that (ho Indian manufacturerfl will 
I disadvantage if similar (‘xeise duty (‘onhl not be levied in tho States, 

M ogreo to such excise duty tiuy would refuRi* to make this a source 

ox heaeral revenue if when and if at all the federation comcH into bi'ing. 

3rc!. APRIL Sir Pahitn observed that th (5 sugar factory-owners should 

^Icmand high profitB. Ho did not find himself in ujo’ci'ment with the suggestion 
of Dewan Bahadur Ramasw^ami Mudaliar that the now factorii^s should be exempted 

from any duty for one year so that they might get an opportunity of CBtablishing 
thcrasoivcs. 

Mr. Jagnnnath Aggarwal took the memory of the Houso to a few years back 
when m 19l9 after the Great War the Cjovernrnent of India eonsidon'd it necessary 
that in the matter of su/yar India should ho sel£-su(licient instead of depending on 
foreign supply and appointed a sugar committee, (km tinning, Mr. Aggarwal made 
a strong plea against tho impoBition of tho exciso duty on the infant industry and 
observed that it would amount to infanticide. 

Mat Bahadur Lala Brijkishore and Messrs. B, (I Ban and Eamkrishna Beddi 
ma<^ some observations on tho principh's of tho Bill. 

^Replying, Sir George Schuster refuted all chargos that the Government were 
going b^k on their protection policy. Tho Tiirifl Board had recommoudod a protcc- 
lion 01 Kg. 7-12-0 and tho merging of that baHic protection would contiuiio oven 
uuaer the preBcnt_ excise duty. He hold that taking tho cost of production, the 

average selling price and other. things into consideration the factoricB would have a 
profit of 10 p. c, 

Mr. Maetoood Ahmed^s circulation motion was defeated and tho Bill was referred 
to a Select Comraittco with instructions to report within seven days. 

The Match Excise Duty Biub 

feir ^<^orge Schuster then moved that tho Match Excise Duty Bill be referred 
T ° j <^<^hsisting of Sir CowaHjo Johungir, Hit f)arcy Lindsay, Sit 

Leslie Hudson, Messrs Eahimtoola Ohinoy. B. 0. Mitra, B. Y. Jadhav, Ritakanta 
Manapatra, Sant bingh, R. B. Sarma, S. 11. Pandit, HarbariH Bingh Brar, Mahomed 
baah Nawaz, Anwarul Azirn, Pandit S. 0. Sou, Sir Frank Noyce and tho mover, 

‘ spoke on the principle of the Bill and asked for ensuring a similar 

Indian States so that the British Indian 
auufacturera might nob labour under a disadvantage. Tho House then adjouraed. 

iiucstion time being over, discussion on tho Match Bill was 
mpn?^ a rapid survey of tho taxation policy of tho Govern- 

niifi nf nnpn India Company’s regime the policy was 

c'avG frpfl it was one of free trade, and when England 

^ut whatflvpr fw ^ 07 ®^ument of India followed suit and took to protection policy. 

and more rfiVAnn 2?^ object had been all through to raise more 
revenue regardless of its effect, adverse or otherwise, on the country. 



141 


3—4 APL. ’34 3 THE MATCH EXCISE DUTY BILL 


Mr* Sitarama Baju said that there was no document before the House to show 
the precise condition of the industry at this time and it would not be fair to pro- 
ceed with the imposition of an excise duty on the findings of Tariff Board compiiea 
seven years back. He hoped that the duty would not be imposed on matches pro- 
duced by cottage industry as recommended by the Tariff Board, Turning to tne 
foreign factories in India, he complained that some of them did not even use tne 

wood produced in this country. , nc ^ a a 

Mr. AT. M. Joshi^ quoting the budget speech of the Finance Meniber, concluaea 

that the object of the Bill was to give contributions to Bengal and other provinces. 

Sir George Schuster^ intervening, pointed out that the proceeds from the 
duty were not to be earmarked for any particular purpose, but woula go to tne 

general pool out of which Bengal would get assistance. ^ 

Mr. Joshi said that he wanted to emphasise that it was wrong policy tor tne 
Finance Member to say in his budget speech that the proceeds of a particular tax 
were necessary for a particular object. The Finance Member ought to have brought 
forward the proposal of assisting a province in a separate resolution. Mr. Jqsm 
difficulty was that if he voted against the excise duty, he was liable to be misun- 
derstood to have voted against the assistance to Bengal. . 

The President ruled that the voting on the Bill would not mean a vote for contri- 


bution to Bengal. , , , , , a^ 

Sir George Schuster said that contribution to Bengal had already been made by 

accepting the demand for grant. , , , , - • 

Mr. Joshi said that all such matters should be left to the decision of a 
committee in order to avoid inter-provincial jealousies. Finally, Mr. Joshi 
the opinion that the duty was excessive and would fall on the consumer and. worn 
stand in the way of the States coming into the Federation, 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir accused Government of lack of sense of responsinu y 
inasmuch as they had failed to collect the taxes already sanctioned by the teg - 
ture ; and having failed to do that it did not look nice for the x 

come before this House three times in the present session and ask mr smews o 
war. A good deal of trade, said the speaker, was being diverted through ^he i 
States and he wanted a definite assurance that the Government would get tneir 
share out of match excise duty collected in the States before the House c 
sanction any further taxation. He regretted that long before the Federation cam 
into existence the Federal source of revenue was being tapped. _ 

Replying, Sir George Schuster assured that Government were taking all pos 
steps to prevent the situation of the Bombay Port from becoming worse. 

The motion to refer the Match Excise Duty Bill to a Select Committee was 


carried. 


The Princes’ Protection Bill 


Sir Harry Haig then moved for consideration of the Princes’ Protection Bill as 
reported by the Select Committee. He referred to the amendment and chang^ 
made by the Committee to meet the legitimate criticisms that were offered on tne 
floor of the House duiing the earlier stages of the Bill. _ j ^ a' 

Sardar Saiit Singh, opposing the Bill, asked how they were justified in extending 
protection not only to the person of the princes but to their administration J^ithout 
imposing a corresponding obligation on them for allowing their subjects the freedom 
of the Press and speech for ventilating their grievances. They could, however, 
protect the administration of the States when it was based on the rule of Law. 

Sir Brojendra Lai Mitter : Rule of what Law ? _ « , , t j- r> i 

Sardar Sant Singh : I take the expression from section 124 of the Indian Penal 


sir Brojendra ; The British Indian law had been obtained from the British 

Parliamentary Statute. , , ^ ^ j. t i. 9 

Sir Ahdur Rahim : Are there no other laws than Parliamentary statute r 
Sir Brojendra : 1 want to know what law Sardar Sant Singh wants.in the otates : 
Sardar Sant Singh : I maintain there is no law in the States. 

Raja Bahadur Krishnamachariar : 'Et’^exj v>'^\xxee C2.X1 make law without taking 

the trouble of going to the Legislative Assembly. tViA 

Sardar Sant Singh : That’s a nice point. I accept that position, inen me 

Maharaja of Alwar can make laws to establish himself on the Throne, 

Baja Bahadur Krishnamachariar : All right, but there is the Army Uauguter). 
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Sardar Sant Smcjli : Raja Bahadur KriBhnamachariar has i^iven up his case. If 
there is a Law of Force, then there is no necessity of this Bill, for the leading? of 
‘Jathas’ can he prevented by force. 

Roja Bahadur Krtshnamachariar was consulcrably heckled when he rose to 
support the Bill. He observed that there were many well-administered States where 
there were peace and happiness. 

Mr. B. Das : Can you take us there ? , , 

Baja Bahadur Krishna^nachariar : God help mo. As soon as people like you 
£(0 there, there will be such a commotion that I shall have to ask the Home Member 
to drive you out beyond the frontier (lan^^hter). Continuing, he quoted the Political 
Secretary's speech where he stated that there were rulers who commanded a fcclinp; 
of awe, reverence and affection from their subjects, which was an asset to be 
preserved. 

Mr. Qhuznavi : Where are you reading from ? Is it ‘‘Arabian Hights^’ ? 

(Loud Laughter). , . , ^ i- , . . 

Bhai Parawanand argued that when the British Fndian subjects were not treated 
properly in the States, why should they atTord any protection to the Princes ? 

Amidst pin-drop silence, Sir Ahdtir Rahim made a wcll-rcasoned speech ques- 
tioning the jnstificatiou of enacting such a drastic legislation which sought to encroach 
upon the fundamental and ordinary rights of association and expression of opinion 
on public matters of citizens living under a civilised Government. Whatever the 
form of Government, whether Despotic, Autocratic, bureaucratic or democratic, the 
effect of clause (3) of the Bill relating to the Press will bo a substitution of 
executive action for judicial procedure, which was unjustifiable under ordinary 

circumsiances. Clause 5 of the Bill empowering the Magistrates to prevent 

associations etc, although purported to bo tasted on section 144 of the Criminal 

Procedure Code, thought Sir Abdnr Rahim, was very different from that section 

inasmuch as sectiou 144 Or. P. C. sought to socure peace only under a certain 
emergency by means of Ruramary trial. He asserted that Olansc 5 of the Bill was 
most obnoxious and required a close and serious examination as it involved a serious 
question of principle. Sir Abdiir bad not finished his speech when the House 
adjourned. 


5lh. APKIL Further consideration of the Princes’ Protection Bill was resumed 
in the Assembly to-dny. Mr. B, F, Jadhav narrated several griqvance.s of States’ 
subjects. Land revenue was the highest, though it was some Batisfaction that in 
some of the States there was no income-tax. The most important reason for much 
of the trouble was the low salaries paid to public servants, with the result they 
were always discontenled and serious corruption and bribery prevailed. In almost 
all the Slates no newspaper was allowed so that free expression and association 
were completely suppressed. He did not agree with Raja Bahadur Krishnnraachari’s 
definition of paramountcy. Ho was opposed to the Bill in its preRcnt form, because 
neither the Princes’ Chamber nor any individual Prince had asked for protection. 
He, however, supported the prevention of Jathas. Ho w^ould urge the Government 
to see that the States maintained a proper civil list. 

Mr. AT. C, Neogy examined Raja Bahadur Erishnamachari’s assertion that the 
so-called paramountcy of the British Government over the Slates was only ‘Zuberdaflt’’, 
most of the rulers being ‘sovereign” in as much as they were never conquered. 
Mr. ISTeogy held that the history of the States showed that the relationship of the 
bulk of the States with the British Government was that of subordinate co-operation. 
Continuing, Mr, Neogy pointed out that in the treaties with many of the Slates 
there were to bo found expressions like loyalty, allegiance and definite written under- 
takings that the rulers would look after the welfare of their subjects. It was on 
this undertaking that the British Government extended their protection to them 
Against foreign aggression and internal commotion. Besides, there are many State# 
who have absolutely no written treaties and it was on political usages that they 
depended for their constitutional principle that while a ‘do jure’ monarch has the 
right of demanding obedience from his subjects, the subjects also possess the sacred 
right of insurrection and putting down the ruler if he becomes tyrant. But it is 
the Crown that gave protection to the States which stand in the way of the Rubjccts 

^*3d when they are constitutionally justified in upsetting the throne of the States. 
Now that the Paramount power through its mouthpiece, the Government of India, 
has come to seek the help of this legislature for the proper discharge of their 
obligations, is this House not entitled to ask what the Governnaont will do to 
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discharge their corresponding and equally solemn obligations to the States^ people ? 
Opposing clause 3 of the Bill, Mr. Neogy declared that the intended legislation 
would not stop black- mailing, as the scurrilous and undesirable propaganda that is 
generally carried on in certain section of the Press against the person of the rulers 
and their relations. 

Mr. (7. S, Eanga Iyer charged Mr. Neogy with insincerity and hypocrisy for 
saying that he would rather be ready to protect the person of the Princes than 
their administration. Mr. Ranga Iyer would not protect the person of the Princes 
until they were constitutionally responsible to their subjects’ will. As the Federation 
was in sight, he would strongly support the measure which would go a long way 
in enlisting the Princes’ sympathy for joining the Federation. The provisions relat- 
ing to the Press in the Bill, however drastic to others, were welcome to him. 

Sir Maham 7 nad Yakub observed that the Princes committed a Himalayan 
blunder in expressing their desire for enactment of the present measure* as the bill 
provided opportunity to expose their administration. 

At this stage closure motion was put and carried by 55 against 26 votes. 

Sir Harry Haig, replying, said that the Bill was in part very definitely required 
in the interest of British India, as movement of Jathas stirred up feeling in British 
territory and obviously it was the interest of States as well that such a movement 
should not develop and be directed against their administration. When then was 
the significance of an enquiry whether the States had or had not made a formal re- 
quest for legislation ? If it could be shown that the States were opposed to the 

legislation it would be a different matter, but no member had suggested that. 

The Home Member endorsed Mr. Neogy’s rernarks that the members of the Select 
Committee did not approach the Bill in a spirit of hostility to the States. The 
provisions dealing with conspiracies and Jathas had been approved by speakers but 
objection had centred round the clause relating to the Press. Sir Abdur Rahim had 
put the case with moderation, but Sir Abduris angle of vision was different from the 
speaker’s. Probably it was due to different training. He, with an executive mind, 
believed in prevention, while Sir Abdur preferred, ‘let the offence be committed and 
then punish it.’ The official case was not that the measure was one of eraergeney. 
If it had been, it would have been included in the Ordinance Law. Such powers had 
existed as an ordinary law of the land for twelve years under the old Press Act. 

He did not, therefore, accept it as a valid criticism that they were introducing an 

emergency legislation at a time when the emergency was already passing away. The 
provision relating to the Press would have effect only till the temporary Press 
Emergency Act lasted. He was content to leave to the future Government to decide 
whether similar powers would be necessary in those days. 

It had been suggested that clause five gave the District Magistrate powers too 
wide which he would not be able intelligently to exercise.^ He asked the House to 
remember in the first place that the clauses would come into operation only when 
extended by the Local Government to a district where there was existence of a 
serious dangerous movement, in which both the district and a neighbouring State 
were concerned. In these circumstances he would be a strange District Magistrate 
who was not closely acquainted with what was going on in his own district and 
across the border. The Magistrate would not in practice find it difficult to form 
conclusions which he was expected to form under the provisions of clause 
five. Finally, Sir Harry Haig said that it had been suggested that Conference of States’ 
subjects would be prohibited. He commented ; “I think that the suggestion could 
only be made by those who believe that the ‘executive acts always in a most 
arbitrary manner and without regard to the provisions of law”. 

Sir Harry Haig's motion to take the Select Committee report into consideration 
was passed without division. The House at this stage adjourned. 

Agricultural Indebtedness 

6th. APRIL The Assembly met to-day to discuss several non-official resolutions. 

There being no questions, the House resumed discussion on the resolution moved 
by Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore at the last session regarding the appointment 
of a committee of enquiry, consisting of officials, experts and members of the Assem- 
bly, to enquire into the causes of the present agricultural distress and to devise 
means for improving the condition of land-holders and peasants. 

Mr. Bkupat Singh moved an amendment to the effect that the committee be a 
small one and the personnel be left to be decided by Government. He complained 
that committees had been appointed in the past to investigate various matters, but 
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theit recomtuendations had been treated as sealed books and no action had been 

taken on them. , -rx i i 

Mr. 6^. S. Bajpai, replying, laid before the HouRe what the provincial and central 
governments were doing in meeting with the present dislress which owed its origin 
to world depression. He pointed out that the provincial governments in the United 
Provinces, the Punjab and elsewhere remitted and suspended substantially the land 
revenue. As regards rural indebtedness, that was a vexed problem not easy of solu- 
tion. Repudiation of debts had been suggested but that would lead to wholesale 
and successive expropriations and to no ultimate good. The Central Government had 
adopted a policy of discriminating protection by entering trade agreements to ensure 
foreign makers for agricultural produce. They were also trying to improve the 
quality of the produce and organise commercial statistics and regulate freights bo 
that prosperity might accrue to the Agriculturists. 

ja view of this sympathetic reply, the resolution was withdrawn. 

Separate Peovince foe Malabar 

Next Mr. Banga Iyer moved a resolution recommending to the Governor-General 
in Council to constitute Malabar ( Kerala-Mad ras Presidency) rr a separate province 
together with the neighbouring Mala-yee-spcaking areas. Mr. Ranga Iyer made a 
strong plea for the creation of a separate province with Malabar though its area was 
not big enough to justify that step. Ho argued that hereafter provinces would have 
to be created not on the basis of the extent of their area but on the basis of linguis- 
tic and financial importance. Though smali in area, the speaker observed that Mala- 
bar could stand on its own legs. 

Mr. Gaya Prosad Smgh But without any subvention from the Central Govern- 
ment ? 

Mr. Banga Jj/cr:— Yes, without any subvention. Wo will not pay Bs. 4,000 as 
salary to our Ministers. He chastised Mr. Thampan for opposing the proposal. The 
speaker gave it as his opinion that the people of Malabar would be in a better posi- 
tion under the Federation constitution if Malabar was separated. 

Discussion had not concluded when the House adjourned. 

The Peinces’ Protection Bill (Contd.) 

7th. APRIL Discussion on the Princes’ Protection Bill clause by clause was 
resumed to-day. Sardar Sant Singh mowed an amendment that clause 2 of the Bill 
relating to conspiracy against the administration of a State bo omitted. The mover 
observed that the term ‘‘conspiracy” meant an agreement between two or more per- 
sons to overawe by criminal force or to show criminal force to any Government. 
But the administration of a State not being defined in the Penal Code, how this 
law could be administered ? 

Sir Brojendra Miiter^ intervening, explained that the definitions embodied in the 
Indian Penal Code would not apply to this Bill as it did not seek to amend the 
Penal Code, but was a self-contained meaRure. There would not bo, the Law 
Member observed, practical difficulty in admin iRtering the law under this Act as 
the meaning of the technical words would bo nitraoted from legal dictionary. 

Mr. B, Das, supporting Sardar Sant Singh’s amendment, observed that in the 
light of the interpretation of the term ‘'conspiracy” as given on the floor of the 
House, he feared that he might be prosecuted as a conspirator against the adminis- 
tration of a State. 

Dewan Bahadur Bamaswami Mudaliar considered that there was considerablo 
force in the objection raised by Sardar Sant Singh that practical difficulty would 
be created in the administering of the Law in the absence of any clear definition 
of the word “Administration of State”. 

After the Home Member had replied the amendment was put to vote and defeated. 

Thereafter Sardar Sant Singh naoved another amendment that clause 2 of the 
Bill be substituted by a new clause making “overt act” instead of “conspiracy” 
puniehable if committed within British India only and that the maximtim punish- 
ment be two years’ imprisonment instead of seven years. Mr. B, V. Jadhav and 
Deivan Lalchand Navalrai supported the amendment. After the Home MemheBs 
reply the motion was similarly rejected. The House then adjourned till the 9th. 

9th._ APRIL '.—The House commenced to-day the consideration of f I he Princes’ 
Protection Bill as it emerged from the Select Committee. Mr. B. L. Patil moved an 
amendment urging deletion of the clause relating to the Press. He) said that emergency 
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for muzzling the Press in this way existed only after the mutiny and the Bengal 
partition agitation and during civil disobedience. Siu'-e the burden of proving want 
of intention lay on the Press, no newspapers would run the risk of publishing 
even statements of facts and thus the only chance of ventilating the grievances of 
States’ subjects would be removed. The Government contended that this provision 
was not new, but the speaker said that section 1 C of the Press Act of 19i0 allowed 
comments not only againt State Administrations, but also against the Princes. 

The Raja of Kollengode, opposing, said that if this clause were omitted th re was 
no use going on with the Bill, inasmuch as the greatest need of the moment was 
protection from the onslaughts of the Press, especially for Southern India States, 
which were well advanced. In South India some newspapers were distributed free 
among States’ subjects. 

Mr. Muazzam Sahib said that supervision of the Press was not only advanta- 
geous to States and to the early formation of the Federation, but was desirable iu 
the interests of British Indian subjects. Mr. R. Das urged the Government not to 
take further powers and muzzle the Press, losisteuce on a measure like this, even 
though it might be under the guise of protecting Indian States, wauld not be in 
accordance with the spirit in which Mr. Gandhi had called off civil disobedience. 
Incidentally, Mr. Das reiterated the view that the proceedings of the Select Commit- 
tee should form part of the Assembly reports so that they might facilitate references. 

Mr. Ranga Iyer urged retention of this clause as he believed that was the best 
way of ensuring the chances of a Federation with Indian States. If he himself had 
changed, it was solely because of that consideration. They should do everything to 
facilitate Indian States joining British India. Clause 3 would help to remove any 
suspicion which Indian Princes might entertain. References had been made to the 
“Riysat” caae, which lasted for two years. He sympathised with the editor of the 
paper. If action was necessary under the Bill it should be straight after a clear 
warning to the editor concerned. The Bill, he said, was necessary in order to put 
down blackmailing in journalism and communal gutter Press, 

Mr. Ramaswami Mudaliar said that the offence covered in the clause was already 
punishable under the Act of 1922 for 5 years. It was not a new offence. The only 
difference was that the present bill proposed now provided an executive trial and 

also proposed to forfeit the security of the Press. The speaker maintained that 

conditions were different in Indian States, where the ruler had the authority to ban 
the entry of newspapers, and the extent to which such a power was used could 
be Been by the fact that even a paper of the standing of the “Hindu’' of Madras 
has been banned. The executive officials of the Government had given frank views 

which supported the opposition’s cruicism. The punishment of five years was 

greater deterrent to the editor than forfeiture of security of the Press, whereas 
from his experience in newspapers the speaker declared that often the proprietor 
and the editor were hauled up for publication of a correspondence which passed 
through hands of a sub-ediror inadvertently. Further, the law would prevent the 
papers like the “Statesman’’ from ventilating the grievances of subjects, which the 
“Statesman” did in case of the Kashraere agitation. Recalling how the German 
Press continued vigorously to defend the German subjects in Poland, the speaker 
claimed that the Indian States could not be given a status of neighbours, having 
distinct nationality, but their subjects being of the same blood as the British Indian 
subjects, it was important that their grievances should be ventilated in British India. 
He supported the amendment for omission of the Press clause. 

Mr. N M. JosJn felt that this measure was likely to be used against the honest 
Press also. He asked why, if the gutter Press carried on a campaign of blackmail- 
ing, those princes encouraged it by bribery. Mr. Joski continuing referred to what 
he called a very serious menace to the purity of public life in India. He recalled 
that for twenty-five years he was connected Iwith the newspaper “Ghyan Prakash” 
and in the course of his duty he had to write something about the Indian States. 
A few days latter he received a cheque. The Servants of India Society, to whom 
the newspaper belonged, returned the cheque with thanks. These temptations were 
another form of blackmail, by which the purity of newspaper as well as the publie 
men of India were seriously endangered. An Auditor-General in Indialafter his retire- 
ment was forbidden from accepting any appointment under the Crown, but a former 
Auditor-General in India has been engaged m an Indian State. He regretted that these 
allurements of jobs as legal or constitutional advisers were not confined merely to 
members of the Assembly, but also to ex-judges, retired executive Councillors, and 
others. He would like to have proper safeguards against this growing danger and 
inroads into public life. Referring to the Political Secretary’s assertion that there were 

19 
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two huadred newspapers in the Indian States, he asked how many were allowed free 
play in their spheres and allowed to write on political matters. 

Sir Goivasji Jehangir feared that mere statements of facts about certain States, 
if related in the press accurately and even faithfully with the desire not to create 
hatred of contempt but with the dcsiro to draw the attention of the administration 
to those facta in order that they miji:ht remedy, would come within the mischief of 
this clause. He emphasised that they were on the threshold of constitutional changes. 
They were prepared to make certain concessions to the fodian States, but there was 
a limit to the price which they were prepared to pay. British Indians demanded aa 
a price of the goodwill that States should put their administrations on the same 
level with British India. Ho asked the Houbo to think for a moment how they 
were treated by certain Indian States. They were not demanding from the States 
anything more than what justice and equity napiircd. Ho wondered why this protec- 
tion should be given, and why the Government was asking more than what they 
could give in this respect. 

Sir Earry Haig, replying to the debate, said that some members had declared 
that there was no emergency requiring this legislation. Hh said hi? hud never ^ilt 
the case on emergency plea. The Bill proposed to meet conditions which had existed 
for a long time and were provided for under the old PrcRS Act of 1910, which not 
only gave protection to the person of the rrinecs but also their administrative Act. 
Justification for the proposed restriction was not only malicious wniings weakening 
the authority of a State, but writings causing undcBirabh? reactions in British India, 
particularly in the matter of communal feelings. The Home Mi^mbcr assured that 
they had no desire to penalize well eonducted and honest papers. It had been 
recognised that whatever be the administration of States generally, there were some 
States with model administration, and it had been fourid necessary to protect such 
administration from attacks. As regards (he argument that Slates could ban entry of 
any paper, Sir Harry Haig said that Indian India was not sheltered liy a Chinese Wall. 
People in Indian India were exactly same as those in BritiHh India, divided by artificial 
boundaries, and added “thoughts leap over thcHo boundarii^a very very easily and 
lies penetrate without difficulty”. Sic Harry Haig hidd that it would bo possible 
after this Bill was passed for the Press to ventilate legitimate grievances. Ha 
repudiated Mr. B. Das’s suggestion that the Bill was aimed against the CongreBS, 
The Government did not attribute to the Congress instigation of such writings. 
The law would nob affect well-conducted papers, hub Govern meut certainly desiyed to 
get at a class of papers which published malicious attacks. The publication of 
malicious criticism was certainly not the birth-right of well-conducted press. 

Mr. PatiVs amendment to delete the clause was pub to vote and defeated by d1 

to ^). . , I. XT ’ 

Mr, Eavalrai's amendment seeking to omit word ‘disaffection' from the ingre- 
dients forming sedition against the administration of .a State was lowt. The mover 
pointed out that ‘disaffection' had been defined as want of affection and aa the 
British Indians owed no allcgience to the princes how could they expect to show 
loyalty and affection towards them. 

Mr. S, C. Mttra observed that now that the Government was following the new 
policy of running the ad min iRt ration of States by British agimts they should 
it clear whether they were demanding affcclion to Slates on that ground and whether 
they intended to carry their policy on a wider scab*. u -d • ■ v. 

Sir Harry Haig stated that disaffection would have no application to the Bntiph 
Indians, but the States’ subjects. 

Sir Brojen Mitter explained and quoted autliorities that disaffection did not mean 
want of affection, but a political feeling of ^alienation and diHContcnt against the 
Government. He observed that words ‘hatred’ ‘contempt’ and ‘diBaffection will 
apply only to subjects of the States. 

Mr. Gayaprasad Singh asked : Supposing that a newspaper that wrote seditioui 
articles against a State was banned in that State, would then prosecution be possible 
as it could not excite disaffection in the minds of the subjects of that State. 

The motion, however, was defeated, after ^which the Houhg adjourned. 

10th. APRIL All amendments to clause 3 of the Princes’ Protection Bill, 
relating to stricter control on the Press, were defeated in the Assembly to-day. 

Maulana Shafi Daoodi supported the amendment moved by Diwan Lalchand 
Navalrai that in clause 3 relating to sedition against the administration of the State 
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the word “established by law” might be added after the words “administration of 
the State”. MauWi Daoodi pleaded that unless there was a definite enunciation of 
the administration ot the State the punishment proposed in the Bill for sedition 
against the States would be nujustifiable. 

Sir B. L. Mitter explained that the amendment would render the clause 
meaningless. No State was brought into existence by the operation of law so the 
phrase “administration of the State established by law” was absurd. Further, the 
expression “administration of the States established m India^', as embodied in the 
Bill, meant the States recognised by the Paramount Power. 

Sir Ahdur Rahim was surprised by the explanation of the Law Member, He said 
history showed that most of the States, including the Government of India, were 
brought into existence, not by the process ”of law, but by force and usurpation. But 
did not the phrase “government established by law” occur in the Penal Code ? 

Sir B. L. Mitten The Government of India and Local Governments are 
established by the parliamentary Statute. 

Sir Ahdur Rahim: Are there no other laws except Parliamentary Statute ? Is 
there not common law or customary law ? Take the law of England. It is based 
mostly on common law. 

The Law Member stated that the administration of the States was recognised by 
the Paramount Power. 

Sir Ahdur : Does it mean that the States which have been existing even before 
the Paramount Power came have no status if they are not recognised by the British 
Government ? 

Sir 0. Jehangir : Why not press for withdrawal of the Bill ? I dispute the 
Law Member^s explanation. I do not support the Bill. 

Messrs. Ranga Iyer and Yamin Khan opposed the amendment, nor could 
Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda support it. Replying, Sir Harry Haig observed 
that the amendment, from whichever point of view it could !be approached, was 
either mischievous or superfluous. The motion was negatived. 

A good deal of controversy arose when Mr. Jadhav moved an amendment to 
explanation to clause 3, exempting statement of facts if made without malicioua 
intention and without any attempt to excite hatred, contempt or disaffection from 
penalty, that the statements of facts without malicious intention (omitting the worda 
attempt to excite hatred, contempt or disaffection) might not come under the 
mischief of the clause. 

Sir ^ Ooivasjee Jehangir, Dewan Bahadar Mudaliar and Sir Ahdur Bahim, 
supporting the amendment emphasised that the conditions iin the Slates were 
such that mere narration of facts about the administration was bound to excite 
hatred, contempt etc. So, however honest the purpose the press might have, they 
would be penalised for the publication of a more bonafide statement of those. 
Mr. S. C. Sen observed that this clause would gag truth. Mr. S, C, Mitra and 
Sardar Harbaiis Singh Brar supported the amendment which, however, was defeat^ 
by 49 to 27 votes, 

Dewan Lalchand Navalrai them moved an amendment to clause 4 dealing with 
the prevention of “Jaihas”. The amendment sought to make the clansa more oefinite 
and precise in meaning and to narrow its scope. The amendment was rejected. 

Thereafter the same member moved for omission of clause 5 which gave very 
wide powers to the magistrates aud was analogous to Section 144 for preventing a 
person from doing certain acts which a Magistrate considered would obstruct 
the administration of a State. 

Dewan Bahadur Mudaliar |and Sir Ahdur Rahim took strong objection to the 
clause as they thought it would stifle even the legitimate expression of opinion or 
action criticising a State. They emphasised that clause 5 was very different and 
more wide and more drastic in nature than Section 144 

The amendment was then put to vote and was lost by 53 against 31 votes. 
After clauses 5 and 6 were passed the House adjourned. 

11th. APRIL: — Mr. Joshi moved an amendment for adding a provision that pro- 
tection given under the bill would not extend to the States which were not declared 
by the Goveroor-Gcnf^ral- in- Council to possess properly constituted and representative 
legislature. Mr. Joshi observed that if there had been legislature in the States 
and if the subjects of the States enjoyed constitutional rights of ventilating their 
grievances, there would be no agitation in British India against the Princes. The 
Press will be gagged] ^against bringing the States into contempt. But was not the 
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preservation of the right of the British and the Eiiropcin Bubjecia not to be tried 
in any court in an Indian State, he asked, a standing] contempt of the admioistation 

Meesrs^^^ds/iiar AH and Shaft Daoodi supported the {amendment. Mr. Bhupat 
Singh pointed out that there were many temples m the Indian States and often the 
rulers of those States interfered in the canes of "'dispute over the funds of those 
temples Unless there was a guarantee against the dissipation of the funds or there 
was room for agitation against that, no protection should be extended to them. After 
the Home Member had replied, the motion was negatived. Mr. K. C. Ncogy moved 
for the insertion of a new clause to the efrcct that no Court shall take cognisance of 
any oflfence under section 2 of the Bill unless upon a complaint made by the order 
of or under authority from the Govcrnor-General-in-Ooiincil or the Local Govern- 
ment. Sir Harry Haig having accepted the proposed insertion on behalf of the 
Government, the amendment gwas passed. Baja Bahadur Krishnauiachariar by an 
amendment sought to delete the words '‘under the suKcrainty of His Mnjesty’’ relat- 
ing to the States in the preamble of the Bill. Sir B, L. Mitter replied that the 
phrase was not a new one. The President observed that by this phrase no right 
was established on behalf of the Crown nor any constitutional right of the States 
taken away. After Sir JHari Singh Gour and. McHsrfl. Sitakanta Mahapatra and 
Anwarul Azim had spoken, Raja Bahadur Krishna >nuchariaPs amendment was lost. 


Thied Reading 

After the second reading, the Bill was passed on for the third reading. Mr. Baffin 
krishna Beddi and Mr. R. P. Mody made speeches opposing the Bill. Mr. Mody 
characterised the provision regarding Press as an outrag<‘ou8 puce of legislation 
asked by the Government to abolish all judicial procedure in British India to subs- 
titute executive action. Mr. Sitaram Baju obsi'rvcd that gcographieally, economically 
and culturally India and British India were one unit. It was their desire that 
politically they should also bo one but legislation of this kind proven led that. Mr. 
S, C, Mitra was opposed to every clause and tho principle of ^ the bill, feir Abdur 
Bahim voiced a strong opposition. After Sir s^Harry Haig s reply the motion for 
passage of the bill was carried by 57 to 28 votes. The House then adjourned. 

Cotton Textile Peotection Bill 

12lli. APRIL :—The Assembly met to-day for conBideraiion of tho Cotton Textile 
Protection Bill as amended by the ISelect Comraittee. In moving for consideration 
of the Bill Sir Joseph Shore preferred to reserve his detailed speech for later stage. 

Mr, AT, N, Anklesaria, in moving an amendment to the Bill that it be 
circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon by Juno 30, next attacked 
the Government as having been dominated l>y Bombay millowncrs to the 
neglect of the agriculturists. Mr. Anklcsaria denounced the Indo-Jupiinese agree- 
ment and the Mody-Lees Pact, as none of which, ho said, provided an outlet for 
Indian cotton to the extent they should have done. Ho dubbed the Fiscal Commi- 
ssion report as Bombay mill-owners’ report. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed made a long speech dealing with tho Indo- Japanese agree- 
ment of quota system. Ho asserted that the best inleresls of the agrumlturists and 
the consumers were not protected and complained that the textile indufitry was 
more and more hankering after protection and nobody knew w^him the protection 
would come to an end. He expressed his dissatisfaction that enough material and 
time had not been given to the Select Oommitteo to all the provisions. 

Sardar Harbans Singh Brar stressed that the interests of the agricultui’ists should 
have been better safeguarded. ^ « 

Mr. A. B. Ghuznavi declared that any measure circulated to hit the masses and 
the agriculturists would be opposed by him. Ho criticised the Commerce Member 
for BubstiLuting the specific duty of Rs. 1-8 per dozen of hosiery by As. 9 per lb. 
and subsequently raising tho duty from As 9 to As. 12 in tho tSclcct Committee. 
He asserted that the Indian industrialists were G’indficient and could not compete 
with Japan. Why should then the poor consumers be deprived of tho advanatage 
of cheap price ? 

Mr. iS'. C. Mitra^ while supporting the Bill, wanted definite information as to 
whether the hand-looms depended more on imported cotton yarns or on the Ittdian 
mill-made yarns. If they relied on imported yarns, the duty on tho imported article 
should be lowered. He supported the duty on artificial silk. 
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After Sir Joseph Shore’s reply, the'motion for circulation of the Bill wm defeated 
by 5l votes and the motion for taking the Biii into consideration was carried. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed moved an amendment that 15 per cent, ad^ valorem duty on 
imported starch and farina be removed so that the cost of production of the textiles 

might be lowered. * j ^ ^ 

Sir Joseph Bhore, opposing the amendment, sail that if the duty be removed, 
the agriculturists would stand to lose. The motion was negatived. ^ 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed moved another amendment, seeking to omit the specific 
duty of I and one-fourth annas per pound on imported British cotton yarns of 
counts 50 and below. He argued that if the high duty be retained the hand-loom 
industry which relied on imported yarns would be put to hardship. 

Mr. Masicood Ahmed and Mr. A. H, Qhuznavi supported, while Mr. G-. Norgan 
opposed the amendment. The amendment was lost. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed'' s next amendment urging omission of 1-7/8 annas specific 
duty on non-Bntish cotton yarns also shared the same fate. Ad other enorts oi 
Mr. A. E. Ghuznavi and Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed to lower, either specific or ad vidoreim 
or both kinds of duties on imported cotton fabrics, grey or otherwise, of British 
or non-British manufacture proved similarly infructuous. 

Another amendment of Dr. Ziauddin for lowering the ad valorem duty 50 

to 40 per cent and the specific duty of 4 annas per square yard to 3 annas on 
fabrics containing more than 80 per cent, of artificial silk of nou-British manutac- 
ture was rejected after which the House adjourned till the 14th, 


14tfi. APRIL ; — The interpellations over, Mr. A. B. Ghuznavt rose on a 
point of personal explanation and drew the attention of the Ohair to the 
the proceedings issued by the ‘‘Associated Press^^ and published - 

papers giving a wrong impression of the incident which took place on the 
the House on April 12 last when Mr. Ghuznavi speaking on the Cotton lexnic 
Protection Bill inadvertently passed a remark that hosiery manufacturers wenjjo 
Sir Joseph Bhore’s house and presuaded him to raise the duty hn iroportea ho y 
ariieles, which Mr. Ghuznavi at once withdrew and apologised for what he saia. 
Mr. Ghuznavi said : “In the course of my speech on the spur of the moment, i 
passed certain remarks which I ought not to have done. Such insinuation 
the Commerce Member was far from my mind and immediately thereaiter i 
only made ample amends by apologising and exnlaiuing what I meant to 
on my own initiative I requested the President to have the remarks ey>ungea irom 
the minutes of the proceedings, whereupon the Chair directed to have that 
from the report in question as it was mischievous in as much as it frustraiea me 

^ The remark being expunged, the President observed that it was the 

when part of a speech was ordered to be expunged. He further said, . 

certain thing was expunged it was eminently desirable that the Press shou 

report that. 

Cotton Textile Protection Bill (Oontd.) 

The House then proceeded with consideration of the amendments to 
Textile Bill. The House accepted Sic Cowasji Jehangir s amendment which 
50 per cent pins one rup-e per pound on -ponjee’, fifty per cent plus Rs. l-S P 
pouud on ‘fuji, ‘boseki’ and corded and fifty per cent plus Es. 2 per p fabrics 

sorts of fabrics containing more than ninety per cent silk _ including 
embroidered with artificial silk. Or-her amendments were rejec^a.^ 

When coming to the amendments to the item dealing with hosiery, 

Ahmed raised a point of order that according to Standing 

decision on a particular point arrived at the same session could not be reopen _ . 

He contended that when the first Tariff Bill was passed by the S 
session it gave its verdict on import duty on hosiery and any amend 

item would be out of order. , , , i* .i. unia 

The Leader of the House pointed out that the schedules of the two biUs were 

substautially changed and items could not be considered piecemeal. 

The President having ruled that the schedule was quite in order, lengtEy dis- 
cussion followed on Mr. Ghuznavi’s amendment on the hosiery item Py w ic e 
wanted to reduce the duty on cotton undervests, knitted or woven from 1=J as. 
per pound to Re. 1-8 per dozen and the duty on cotton stocks, or stockings to 
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8 annas per dozen of pairs which was the original rate decided in the previous 
tariff bill already pas<^ed at this session. 

He was supported by Sir Ahdu.r Rahim, Mr. Maswood Ahyyiad and Dr. ZiauMm 
Ahmad. The amendment was lost by 15 to 51 votes. 

Mr. Masicood Ahmad^s several amendments seeking redaction o! duty fared tha 
same fate. The House then adjourned till the 16th. 


16th. APRIL After question hour in the Assembly to-day, when the diacuesion on 
levy of duties on hosiery goods was riisutncd, Mr. A. /I. Ghuznavi made a strong plea 
on behalf of the consumers while moving an amendment seeking lower duty on 
lighter hosiery goods. The amendment was however lost. 

Mr. Miisicond Ahmed^s amendraent asking for lower duty on knitting fabrics also 
did not find favour with the House. 

^ Mr. Shafh Dcioodi, who was supported by Messrs, Ghuznavi and S. G. Mitra 
m consideration of the fact that that particular article was not produced in India 
and that the poor masses should not bo unnecessarily penalised, withdrew his 
amendment seeking inclusion of fleecy undervests under textile manufactures, on 
the assurance of Sir Joseph Bhore that Government would make inquiries if that 

particular class of under- vests could bo jreated as a separated item in customs 
schedule. 

J^bo Mody-Lees and the Indo-Japanese pacts were again disciisBcd when Dr. 
Aiauddihi Ahmed moved an amendment for limiting the period of protection to 
three years instead of five as contemplated in the Bill. Dr. Ziauddin’s reasons for 
advocating a shorter period w^ere that within three years the trade position should 
be reviewed according to the conditions prevailing after expiry of the agreement. 

O' Bahadur Rainastcami Mudaliar thought even five years were too short. 

Amur Rahim and Mcs.srs. Garja Prasad Sinf/h, S. C, Mitra and N. M. Joshi 
tnougnt that three years were quite suflicicnt and assured the industry that there 
was no reason for nervousness and it should have eoufidenoe in the peoples’ repre- 
eenrativcB but Hiere must ho some limit to the oonsumers’ sacnfieo. After Sir 
Josephs ^P'y, Dr. Ziauddin’a amendment was defeated by 4’.5 against 19 votes. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan moved an amendment waiting to insert the provision for 
laying certain conditions under w^hich the industries would got protection. Ho also 
wanted that the factories producing the articles protected should obtain licenses for 
tne purpose. The object of the amendment was to prevent Managing Directors and 
proj^ietora from drawing fat dividends at the cost of the industry, 

Ti‘ii raised a point of order saying that the Bill was an amending 

condition sought to be laid out was out of ordiw. Sir Brojeyidra 
A tih Bill was looked upon as a measure for amending the Tariff 

Act, ine motion would bo out of ord(‘r. But if it was tabm ns a protective measuro 
^ order. Sir Abdur Rahim and Mr. K. 0. Ne.ogyj h(*ld that the measure 

evident from the title and the preamble. The President 
amendraent was in order. Thereafter Mr. Joshi moved an amendment 
r ° protection of the labour employed in those factories. 

G'm/sar/i rose on a point of order saying that the protection of 
^ soHject and outside the scope of the Bill. ITo also quoted the 
^ M on a similar occasion. 

ifiRf ^^0 ruling quoted by Sir Lancelot waa revised by the Chair 

htt.ie while ago. He wondered why Government should every time take 
to the labour being protected. 

Ihe President held Mr. Joshi’s ruling in order. 

nruiTiy* j'osAf corn plained th.at the Government and the industrialists had done 
jor the education of labour in factories. 

n/r^' '^yoipathisod with Mr. Joflhi’s object, but opposed the 

and Sir Abdur Rahim asserted that, in the best interest of the 
Mr protection afforded to the industry should have been fully utilised. 

Af/ /2a; wanted a revision of the Companies Act. 

Bhore s rep]y, Mr. K. Thampan! s amendment was put to the 
against 30 votes. The second reading of the Bill being passed, 
ouse then adjourned till 9-15 p. m, to take up the third reading, 

Til reacitog of the Bill was opened by Mr. Krishnamachariar at 9-15 p. m. 

stfongly on behalf of cotton growers and charged Bombay mill- 

interests of agriculturists and labourers. He also 
onticised the Government for neglecting cotton growers. 
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^ Mr. Sitakant Mahapatra opposed the Bill. He observed that the Goverament 
being in the fortanate position of deriving revenues from the protection policy, did 
not consider the ‘pros and cons’ of their tariff measures which are hitting the con- 
sumers hard. 

Mr. Mody, representative of the Bombay Mill-Owners’ Association, in a lengthy 
speech contended that the protection given was not enough and hoped that the 
House and the Government would be more sympathetic. The Government of India 
had been frightened from giving more protection, because of the clamour of those 
who posed as representatives of agriculturists and consumers. They all forgot the 
abnormal circumstances created by the Japanese competition as a result of which, 
what was considered sufficient a few years ago, was now hopelessly inadequate. The 
keenness of Japanese competition was illustrated by the fact that the woollen skirt 
(made in Japan) was sold in London at six pence whereas the British manufacture 
of the same article (and Britain was the home of efficient and up-to-date woollen 
industry) was four shillings and eleven pence. Heally, there was economic war 
with Japan and so the House should not grudge any further measure of protection 
which the Indian Mill industry needed, especially when it was remembered that 
sugar got 150 per cent protection and other agricultural interests obtained even 
higher protection. 

If you want iudustrialisation in India protection is needed. We cannot help it, 
especially when there is such a serious competitor as Japan. Japanese industries 
have at their back their Government. Here our Government are frightened by 
those who pose as leaders of agriculturists and Labour. And this much despised 
mill industry has its great contribution in national economy. _ This could be best 
illustrated by figures for 1932 which was the year in which the industry lose much 
more than one crore of rupees. No less than 6 crores were spent as payments to 
labour, 50 lakhs on staff and 18 lakhs as dividends and managing agents received 
8 and three-fourth lakhs and 7 and a half lakhs were surrendered. Mr. Joshi had 
referred to the housing of labourers. Was there any other centre of industry 
(except perhaps Jamshedpur) which had provided housing for labour ? As for the 
managing agency system, he agreed it was not perfect and therefore welcomed 
Government’s proposal for revision of the Companies Act. As for labour itself, Mr. 
Mody wished Mr. Joshi (nominated representative of Labour) had kept himself in 
closer touch with the conditions in Bombay. In regard to ration aUsation of Libour, 
a committee was appointed and it produced recommendations, all of which the 
industry itself accepted. But labour unceremoniously rejected them. 

Mr. Mody, proceeding, referred to the conditions in Japan and said that Labour 
there was efficient, while Indian labour was not. Mr. Mody also complained that 
Japan was sending her exports to Kutch and Kathiawar Ports and thereby the 
present quota, in so far as it was meant for British Indian Ports, might be nullified 
and the Indian Industry might be placed at the mercy of Japan. 

Mr. Banga Aiyar said that Bombay Millowuers were like frogs in a well, 
almost eaten up by their internal inefficiency and if they were to say they could 
carry on only with protection, then he feared there would be a revulsion of feeling 
in the country. Even after so many years of spoon-feeding, if the industry was to 
remain nothing more than a white elephant, he would say : “Down with the Bombay 
Mil [owners.” "Personally he did not like huge mills. He would rather prefer small 
factories spread all over the country to enable the villager to earn something at a 
time when he had no employment. India had vast resources which if developed, 
would make India a marvel in the industrial world. He urged on the Government 
industrial replanning on economic lines. Mr. Rauga Iyer did not like the attitude 
of the millowners towards hand-loomers, when they tried to cripple at every oppor- 
tunity. He warned the millowners that they would have to reckon with the agri- 
culturist and in days to come, they should so organise themselves as to meet com- 
petition from Japan and Britain on the same level. 

Sir Ahdur Eahim said that Mr. Mody had accused the Assembly for being hos- 
tile to the textile industry. The speaker challenged that statement pointing out it 
was the Assembly that had all along agreed to give protection. Mr. Mody bad 
given figures to show the industry’s contribution to national economy, but what 
about contribution of the public to the industry ? The House was being asked to 
support the industry without any suggestion as to what the industry would do to 
improve efficiency. Until and unless such indicatiou was given, he mast oppose the 
Bill. 
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Mr, ST. G. Neogy said that, while ap^reeing to protection, they did not stand 
committed to the principle of Imperial Preference introduced in the Bill. This 
preference would undoubtedly hit the Indian industry eventually, as had been made 
clear by the Tariff Board, who pointed to the effectiveness of competition by the 
United Kingdom. The Indo-Japanese and Indo-Lancashire agreements had drawn 
up three trade divisions, namely the Indian Producer, the Japanese Producer and 
the Lancashire Producer, shutting out other foreign countries. This would result 
in serious danger to the economic life of the country and make Indians position in 
foreign markets hopeless. 

Closure was applied and replying (o the debate Sir Joseph Bhore claimed that 
the Bill will hold the balance fairly between conflicting interests. He was glad that 
there was a wholesome tendency with regard to the d(‘mands for protection with a 
critical eye. But they must not forget that the interests of agricnlluro and industry 
were inextricably mixed up with those of Labour. Nor should the House ignore 
the fact that a very large percentage of cotton cloth consumed in India came from 
Indian mills. Anything clone to affect the industry would, therefore, recoil on 
Indian Labour. Similarly, in the case of the hosiery industry, to which also pro- 
tection was given, they had been giving help to the small man, the cottage worker. 
Sir Joseph Bhore affirmed without fear of contradiction that they had helped 
the cottage worker. Referring to Mr. Raju’s speech, Sir Joseph Bhore said that 
the machinery was set already in motion on the question of revision of the Com- 
panies Act. The Commerce Member hoped that, as a result of the forthcoming 
investigation, there would emerge legislation of importance to India. Regarding 
cotton yarn and artificial silk piecegoods and raw silk, Sir Joseph Bhore stated that 
if the duties proposed fade 1 to achieve the object Government would have to recon- 
sider the position. (Hear, hear.) Sir Joseph Bhore further staled that the Mody- 
Lees Agreement did not in any way exercise influence on the Indo-Japanese conver- 
sations. As for raw silk Government proposed to watch the course of the price 
and Sir Joseph Bhore added, “We shall not bo justified in allowing the protection 
given to this industry to be defeated by still further serious lowering of prices. 
But the master key to permanent improvement of this industry lies in iho rcHearch. 
Government is considering how to improve research and if Government find further 
research necessary I am sure we shall have the support of the Assembly.’' Con- 
cluding Sir Joseph Bhore said that economic conditions all the world over were far 
too disturbed to enable prophecy with any degree of confidence that the Bill would 
definitely result in advantage to India. But historic circumstances in which they 
were able to carry on friendly negotiations they had placed the interests of India 
first and they would pursue those interests to the best of their ability. 

The Bill as amended was passed by 44 against 19 votes. The House then adjourned. 


Trade Disputes Acn" 


17th. APRIL :~After question hour, Sir Frank Noyce moved for conflicleration 
of the bill to extend the operation of the Trade Disputes Act of 1929, the object 
being to make the Act permanent which would otherwise expire on May 7. 
The statement of objects and reasons of the Bill said that local Governments and 
the bulk of non-official opinions favoured converting this Act into a permanent 
measure. 


Mr. Abdul Matin Choiodhury opposed the Bill and referred to the agitation and 
opposition of the Trade Unions all over the country when the Bill was passed 
temporarily five years ago. Mr. Choudhury opined that bcciinso of many imperfec- 
tions of the Bill prejudicial to the interests of labour, the more reasonable and 
logical course on the part of the Government woulti have been to amend the Bill, 
first, according to the requirements of the present situations, and then give it a seal 
of permanency. 

Mr. Mody found it difficult to support the Bill. He observed that when 
amendmenifl to the existing Act were to come up within a few months, it was 
desirable that the measure should not be made permanent before the House know 
what those amendments were. 

Mr, N. M, Joshi asserted that the Bill failed to safeguard the interests of 
labour m all matters. He compared the Act with the English Act and showed that 
the Indian Act was much more stringent than the other. The penal provisions, he 
maintained, went against the labour. 

was, however, passed there being no amendment®. 
The third reading of the BUI was passed without any opposition. 
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Sir George Schuster then moved consideration of the Sugar Excise Dut^ Bill. 
He said that the Government could not afford to lose fifty lakhs and yet maintain 
the financial plan of relief to the provinces. The Government would, therefore, 
move restoration of the duty to 1-5 per cwt., while it might be that they might get 
more from the sugar duty than was estimated. They might make less on the other 
heads. The Government had already done a great deal through the Imperial 
Council of Agricultural Research to promote the development of industry and give 
technical assistance and promote research and he announced that the scheme for 
setting up an Imperial Sugar Research Institute was being examined. It was hoped 
to take over the Harcourt Butler Institute at Cawnpore to bring the scheme to 
fruition. They would also collect statistics of Khandsari factories. He assured the 
House that the Government fully recognised their responsibility as regards agricul- 
tural and industrial sides of sugar business and would be able to give effect within 
a short period to the larger scheme of Sugar Research Institute. 

Mr. Ranikrishna Reddi asserted that Xhandsari’ industry would be hard hit 
by the levy of this duty. Mr. Rang a Iyer considered that even the duty of ten 
annas on ‘Khandsari’ sugar was not justified. Mr, Masicood Ahmed stressed that 
the ‘Khandsari’ industry which was pursued by the agriculturists ought to be 

exempted from any excise duty. Lala Hariraj Swaroop explained that ‘Khandsari 

industry which is run as a cottage industry would not be affected. Dewan Bahadur 
Raniaswami Mudaliar opposed the excise duty on sugar. 

After Mr. B, Das had spoken the closure motion was put to vote but it was 
rejected. 

Dr» Ziauddin Ahmed contended that the Tariff Board’s recommendation had 
been given effect to in the bill, so he was at a loss to understand why should there 
be any opposition, Bhai Para?nanand wanted to lower the scale of the duty to be 
levied. After Sir George Schuster had replied to the debate the consideration motion 
was passed. There being no amendments to clause 2 it was adopted- 

Mr. James moved an amendment to clause 3 that the duty might come into 

operation from August 1 next instead of from April 1. Seth Ahdoolla Haroon 

moved an amendment recommending that the duty be collected from May 1. Messrs, 
S. C. Mttra, Jagannath Aggartcal and Mastvood Ahmed supported the motion. The 
amendment of Mr. James was lost by 51 against 34 votes. Mr. Haroon'^s motion 
was also defeated. The House then adjourned. 

18 th. APRIL : — By 49 votes to 21, Mr. Hardy’s amendment restoring the 
excise duty of Rs. 1-5 was carried and the Assembly thereafter passed the Sugar 
Excise Duty Bill. 

When the consideration of the Bill was resumed, Mr. Ramlcrishna Reddi moved 
au amendment that the surcharge ou the Sugar duty might be merged in the 
import duty, 

Mr. Jagannath Aggartcal wholeheartedly supported the motion. He observed 
the Sugar Industry which was now enjoying protection to the extent of Rs. 9-1 per 
hundred weight including the surcharge found it difficult to compete with Java 
Sugar. The amendment was lost, 

Mr. Reddy's next amendment exempting the factories started and worked 
during 1933-34 from the proposed duty shared the same fate. 

Seth Ahdoola Haroon's amendment, seeking to exempt the factories for the first 
two seasons of their establishment and the Bihar factories affected by the earthquake 
till August 1, 1934 from the duties, was also negatived. 

Mr. Ramlcrishna Reddi moved another amendment seeking to provide that 
Keshapadsari Sugar also like Palmyra Sugar might be left untaxed pending an 
enquiry to decide whether it should be taxed and, if so, what should be the amount 
of the Excise duty. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed, Mr. Ranga Iyer and Mr, Maswood Ahmed made strong 
pleas on behalf of the Khandsari Industry which they stressed was an agricultural 
and cottage industry and should get all the sympathy and help of the Government. 

Sir George Schuster, interrupting Mr. Maswood Ahmed, said that agricultural 
industry run on a cottage scale employing not more than 20 people would not be 
subjected to the Excise duty. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra observed that the Khandsari industry was neither a cottage 
industry nor did it benefit the agriculturists directly. Of the total production of 
Sugar 30 per cent, were produced by Khandsar and if it was relieved of duties it 
would compete with the factories adversely because Khandsari produced on small 

20 
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scale using manual or animal labour would not come under the operation of the 
Act. 

The amendment was, however, defeated. 

Mr. Ramkrishna Eeddt^s next amendment urging the reduction of duty on 
Khandsari Sugar from 0-10-0 to 0-1-0 annas was also lost by 48 against 22 votes. 

Other amendments attempting to lower the duty were negatived. 

Mr. Hardy then moved that the duty on Factory Sugar be Es. 1-5 instead of 
Ee. 1 per Cwt. as provided in the original Bill. 

Prolonged discussion then took place on Mr. Hardy’s amendment, Messrs. Aggarwal, 
Neogy, Satyen Mitra, Patilj Bhai Parmanand, Mudaliar and B. Das, all made 
speeches strongly opposing the motion. They contended that the Government would 
receive the revenue of 1 crore and 47 lakhs which they had estimated from Excise 
duty even at the lower rate of duty of Ee. 1 per hundred-weight. 

The motion was carried by 49 to 21 votes. 

All other amendments being disposed of the second reading of the Bill was 
passed. 

The third reading of the Bill was passed without voting at 7-30 in the evening, 
Lala Har%raj Swarup, Messrs. N. R. Gunjalj S, G. Jog, Dr. Ziauddtn Ahmed, 
Mr. Ranqa Iyer and Mr, Abdulla Haroon, all made speeches urging the Government 
to observe carefully the results of the observation of the Act, so that Sugar Industry 
which had been making rapid progress, might not bo hampered unnecessarily. 

Sir George Schuster, replying, assured the House that the Government desired 
to treat the industry most fairly. They would carefully watch how the measure works. 
He also stated that the Government proposed to start a Central Sugar Eesearch 
Institute which should prove of great use to the development of the industry. The 
House then adjourned. 

The Sugarcane Bull 

19th. APRIL The Assembly met to-daj; in order to dispose of the bill to regu- 
late the price of sugarcane intended for use in sugar factories. 

Mr. G, 8, Bajpai moved that the Sugarcane Bill bo taken into consideration. 
He narrated how it was complained at the Conference of Ministers that some sugar 
factories were paying unfair prices to sugarcane growers, and it was generally 
agreed that the Government of India should deal with the problem with the impo- 
sition of an excise duty on sugar. The problem had become doubly urgent and 
was being tackled by the Bill._ He then described the provisions of the Bill and said 
that there should be no objection to the Bill from^ those sugar factories which paid 
a fair price for Sugarcane, but these factories which paid an unfair price did not 
deserve the sympathy of the House. 

Sir Leslie Hudson, while according his support to the principle of the Bill, pointed 
out that there were certain practical difficulties which lay on the way of the applica- 
tion of the provisions of the Bill. 

Mr. Maswood Ahmed suggested that the prices of Eub ‘gur’ which was used by 
the EJiaadsari industry should also be fixed by legislation. 

Mr. B. V, Jadhav held that there should bo co-operative societies for selling 
sugarcane with direct dealings with the factories. 

Sir Abdur Rajiim was glad that Government had at last brought forward this 
measure wliich involved a very important principle calculating to raise the price 
level of agricultural commodities. Ho thought that this would conduce to the 
economic development of the country. Ho hoped the Government would extend the 
principle of this Bill to other directions so that primary producers could no longer 

G^loited by middlemen. Ho asked the Government to watch how the Provin- 
cial Government carried the provisions of the measure. 

4 .U second reading being passed, Mr. Masivood Ahmed moved an amendment 
that the of cane to be fixed by local Government should be subject to the 

control of the Governor-Geueral-m-Council. The amendment was accepted.. 

After some more amendments were disposed of the second reading of the Bill 
was passed. 

_ Maulvi Shaft Daoodi then moved several amendments seeking to provide that the 
minimum price of sugarcane to be fixed by legislation should be eliminated. 

ihe amendments were, how’ever, withdrawn. 

Mr. G, Morgan’s amendments urging that the factories should be left free to 
purchase sugarcane at prices settled between them and the growers outside the 
controlled areas and extending the period of notice after which the Act should come 
into force to one month were carried. 
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Mr. Maswood Ahmed's ameodment jjroviding that the local Governments shall 
make rules for giving effect to the Act with the sanction of the Goveruor-GeneraL 
in-Gouncil was defeated by 25 against 18 votes, the Government members remaining 
neutral. 

After Messrs. Azhar Ali. N. R. Ounjal, N, Anklesaria, B. Das, Brijkishore and 
several others had made some observations on the third reading of the Bill, it 
was passed by the House unanimously. 

Matches Excise Duty Bill 

Sir George Schuster then moved for consideration of the Matches Excise Duty 
Bill as reported by the Select Committee. He explained the changes and modifica- 
tions made by the Select Committee in the Bill. He asserted that although the 
measure was not at present to yield much revenue the Government hoped that, 
eventually when the consumption of matches would increase, it will fetch consider- 
ably more revenue than could now be anticipated. He assured that the danger 
apprehended that the labour would be thrown out of employment as the industry 
would be affected, would be adequately safeguarded against by the Government. 

Mr. Raju also read from the Press message that the Government’s final decision 
regarding the allegation of provincial grants depended on the passing of the Matches 
and the Sugar Bills 

Sir George Schuster said that he would make the position clear during the third 
reading. The discussion had not concluded when the House adjourned. 

20tb. APRIL Mr. K. C, Neogy examined the various provisions in the Matches 
Excise Duty Bill to-day and opposed the principle that the States should be allowed 
tolhave a share in the proceeds of the Excise Duty. He contended that it was a 
novel provision which wonld create dangerous precedent and would create difficulties 
if and when the Federation comes into existence, for the Princes would then _ refuse 
to part with this source of revenue. He doubted if the method of the distribution 
of the proceeds was equitable. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi felt that the excise on matches was wrong in principle as also 
the rate of duty which was very high. 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi quoted the Simon Commission Report which recommended 
excise on matches. 

After Sir George Schuster's reply the motion of consideration of the Bill was 
passed and there being no amendment the clauses were accepted. 

Speaking on the third reading of the Bill, Sir George Schuster made observations 
on the general financial position in the light of the work done in the Assembly this 
session. Excepting making small changes in the rates of Excise Duties on matches, said 
Sir George Schuster, the Assembly had. in effect, accepted the principle of the 
Finance Bill and he therefore assured Bengal of the help already announced at the 
time of presenting the Budget and was not going to let Bengal down. Though the 
original estimates on Match Revenues would be reduced by nearly Rs. 1,20,00,0CX) 
due to the reduced rates, yet the proffered help to Bengal would stand. Regarding 
the issue of Banderols, Sir George Schuster hoped it would be done in early June 
and estimated the annual consumption of matches at the astronomical figure of 
3,000 millions. 

“Anyhow we will see that Bengal shall in effect in one form or another get full 
help even for this year that the Assembly intended. While as regards the future 
the principle of transfer is accepted and that is a thing which really matters to 
Bengal, The whole of this proposal is, I must request, made on a ve^ definite 
condition that the Bengal Government must satisfy us that they are doing every- 
thing possible on their side to restore equilibrium. We shall take this matter up 
with the Bengal Government as soon as this session is over.” 

Mr. B, Das, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed, Mr, Gayaprasad Singh, Mr. Yaminhhan and 
Mr. Ghuznavi also spoke. Deican Bahadur Mudaliar hoped the Bengal Government 
would cut down expenditure. The Alatch Bill was then passed. 

Mechanical Lighters Bill 

Sir George Schuster then introduced the Mechanical Lighters Bill seeking to 
impose Rs. 2 as Excise and Custom Duty on mechanical lighters. 

When he moved the consideration of the Bill Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed raised a 
point of order whether the rules of business would be suspended on an important 
taxation Bill. Sir George Schuster said that the Bill was based on the Select 
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Committee's reconamendatioa to 'safop;uard against possible senouB loss of revenue. 

*‘If any serious ob]ection was taken to the pxoeeeding with the measure, we feel on 
our Bide that BO loniz as It is known by Iho public that the measure of this kind 
18 in contcmVation would bo quite Buffioiont to prevent anybody starting manu- 
Ltoe Sf mSieal bghter m this country. As for any danger of abnormal 
imports, wc can prohibit imports, if there is a serious danger of overstocking in the 
rnaWt If the Hon’blo Members feel it not fair to consider the measure at once, 
rareVeUed to baverrX^^ to the Select CommUtee or c.rcu ate it 

Mt.Shupat S%ngh moved?for circulation of the BiU by Slst July, 1934, but on 
the President s suggestion and with Sir George Sehiister’s approval ho made its 

circulation by 30th June. 

Indian Army Act Amend. Bide 

Mr f} R F Tnttmham then introduced a BUI amending the Indian Army Act 
of 1911 to provide for change in the constitution of the Indian Army, bwause of 

progreesive Indianisation of the defence forces •. ActwH 

as Indian academy, while those knovvn at present offiicre m the Act will 

be known as Viceroy’s Commissioned officers. The House then ad]ournecl. 

FxiesiiILevy on Peteoe 

21A APRIL -Discnesion proceeded on the ’f. 

,h.f t “Ca" "S'eV"' on^-Sl'm a AtiS 

'’^Mr! disagreed with some of the clauses ^^jf^the resolu- 
tion, specially those regarding the distribnlipn of the procc nndev^inned 

held that Bi4r and Orissa, Assam and Central Provinces, which were undeveloped 

m respect of roads, should got a more equitable share tVmro should ha a 

Mr. 0 Morgan, supporting the resolution, r “ 

policy of co-ordination in the scheme of road development thro g ® .l i ..i 

Mr. Banlmahna Reddv moved an amendment that bo mado to the local 

Governments and that they should bo earmarked for development of rural com 

““Tiray Roy moved amendments that funds to be distributed amoug local 

GovernraentB might be on the basis of area, population LniroX reserve 

reached by each unit, and that the percentage to be retained for the central reserve 

from duty might be sixteen instead of fifteen. , fnr 

Str Leslie Hudson moved an amendment that the percentn^ge 
the central reserve should be revised by the Icgislaiuro after n-avpi 

Mr Satyen Mttra found fault with clause 7 of the ^eHolution which ^ 
powers to local Governments subject to the previous 

General to spend their share on the construction of new roads and J 

•ort He observed that such wide powers should not bo 

As for undeveloped provinces like Assam ho suggested that they should be a 

to draw on the Central reserve fund. „ r a n 

iewan Bahadur Bamaswami Mudahar^ Mr.^ Banga Iyer, ^ ^ „ ax.’ 

Sir Abdur Bahim and Raja Krishnainachanar made some observations on me 

After Sir Franh Noyce replied to the amendments which wore either withdrawn 
or defeated, the resolution was adopted. The House then adjourned sine a . 
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Proceedings oi the Council 

WINTIB SESSION-^OALGTJTTA^-Sth. JANUARY TO 24tK MARCH 1984 


Impeovement of Economic Conditions 


The Winter Session of the Bengal Legislative Council commenced at 
Calcutta on the 8th. January 1934. A resolution urging the Government to 
take immediate steps for the economic condition of the province was 
the first item on the agenda of the Council. The House discussed 
the resolution for nearly three hours and while the majority of non- 
officials congratulated the Government on the^ steps already taken in this 
direction, one of the members accused them of indifference. This evoked a reply 
from the Finance Member who asserted that the Government were deeply interested 
in the improvement of the economic condition of the province. The chief problem 
was that of raising prices. But the difficulty came_ in as to how to do it. He, 
however, warned the House against hasty and ill-conceived action. 

Sir P. <7. Mitter, Leader of the House, appealed for patience and said that it was 
only by common effort and whole-hearteci cooperation that this baffling problem 
could be solved. In view of the assurance given by the Government the resolution 
was withdrawn. The House then adjourned. 


Bengal Mahomedan Maeeiages Amend. Bill 

9tli. JANUARY The Council took up official business to-day. Hon. Khwaja 
Hazimuddin introduced a Bill to amend the Bengal Mahomedan Marriages and 
Divorces Registration Act of 1876. The Bill, which was referred to a select committee, 
sought to remedy certain disabilities under the existing Act, Under_ the law as it 

stands, the Mahomedan Marriage Registrar is not empowered to register a class of 

divorce in which the wife effects a divorce in accordance^ with the authority 
conferred upon her by her husband as a condition of the paarriage. This omission, 
according to Mr, Nazimuddin, had been regarded as a grievance. 

Bengal Public Demands Recovery Amend. Bill 

The Council then passed, without discussion, the Bengal Public Demands 
Recovery (Amendment) Bill introduced by Sir Provash Chandra Mittra. The mover 
observed that the Bill sought to avoid the delay and extra-work involved iu the 
execution of a certificate in a district other than that in which it was filed. In 
order to attain this object, the Bill proposed to empower certificate officers ^ 

transfer copies of certificates for execution direct to the sub-divisional officers in 

other districts, instead of to the headquarters. 


Fire Brigade Bill 

Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roijj Minister for Local Self-Government, then intro- 
duced the Bill known as the Licensed Warehouse and Fire Brigade (Amendment) 
Bill Sir Bijoy explained that the intention of the framers of the original Act of 
1893 was that half the cost of the fire brigade should be borne by the general tax 
payers and the other half by the special interest protected by the fire brigade. The 
fees levied under the Act showed a progressive decline, although the cost of maintam- 
ing the fire brigade had gone up. “It has become apparent said the mover, ‘that 
until the maximum limit prescribed for licence fees in the Act is raised ^om Rs. 
750 to Rs. 1,500, it will not be possible to realise half the cost from such fees as 

wfthout discussion, agreed to the introduction of the Bill and 

passed it. 

Alluvial Lands Bill 

The Council referred to a select committee Sir P. C. Mitters Allunial pand 
Bill The existing Act does not provide clearly for the procedure to be followed 
where an alluvial formation attached by the Collector of one. district is subsMuently 
found on survey to being to a neighbouring district as, for instancy by a change in 



160 THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL [ Calcutta- 

the course of the maia stream, while proccedinpjs are pending. Any person claiming 
any right to land, however vague or unfounded, can under the present law insist 
on being made a party. According to Sir Provash the Act did not also fix a time 
limit within which such a claim might bo made. 

Small Cause Courts Bill 

Mr. Wdgeley, on behalf of Mr. Keid, moved for reference to a Select Committee of 
the Presidency Small Cause Courts Bill. He recalled the Bengal Retrenchment 
Committee’s observation that, although in raofnssil courts all applications must be 
stamped in accordance with the fixed scale of fees, no court foe was charged in the 
Calcutta Small Cause Courts, for certain classes of applications. The Retrenchment 
Committee had observed that there was “no reason why litigants in Calcutta should 
be in a privileged position in this respect”. It was also found that certain other 
anomalies also existed. To remove those, the present Bill was being introduced. 
The motion, which evoked keen discussion, was put and agreed to. 

Smuggling of Arms Bill 

After passing a number of other official Bills, the Council took up the Bengal 
Smuggling of Arms Bill. 

Mr. G, P. Hogo, Chief Secretary, moving tho iBill in the unavoidable absence of 
the Member-in -charge explained the objects which 'led the Government to introduce 
the measure. He reminded tho House that in recent times, smuggling of arms had 
been reported from various parts of Bengal. This Bill proposed to catch tho middle 
men and those who acted as go between. Evorybocly would agree, said the Chief 
Secretary, that the smuggling of arms should be prevented. He continued that the 
present Bill was only tho logical extension of tho Goondas Bill, which had been 
passed by the Council without a division and whicjh had since proved to be an 
unqualified boon to the citizens of Calcutta. Mr. Hogg drew the attention of the 
member! to the mail robberies and dacoities and said that if they wanted to put an 
end to these, they should go and attack the problem at its very root, 

Mr. Bhmti SheJeareswar Boy, opposing tho reference of tho Bill to a Select 
Committee, characterised the Bill as needless and unjustified. In his opinion, no 
case had been made out. because actual smuggling had not been proved. He 
declared that such arms as were used were probably stolon from or lent by licenses 
of fire-arms. He charged the Government with playing to the whims of British 
merchants. The speaker pointed out that sufficient powers were already possessed 
by the Government. Why should not they use those powers instead of coming to 
the Legislature to forge one more superfluous meaBure ? He was not a terrorist, 
nor did he sympathise with terrorists, but still ho felt called upon to oppose the Bill. 

10th. JANUARY Mr. P. Banerjee, opposing tho Bill, told the Government to 
lift the ban on fire-arms. Ho would assure them that, in that case, there was not 
likely to be any mail or other robbery. He caused confliderable laughter when he 
declared that Europeans should be held responsible for the assassinations that were 
taking place, because the ‘'fire-arms” with which these assassinations took place had 
been stolen from Europeans.” ^ 

Mr. 0. C. Miller appealed to the members to realise the implications of 
the Bill before they opposed it. The Bill was aimed at foreign sailors who did not 
scruple to pass arms for securing some profit and commission. Ho thought that the 
punishment provided for in the Bill erred on tho side of leniency. He would have a 
more severe punishment meted out to smugglers. Justice and fairplay were good 
words, flo far as they went, but they should not prevent them from looking at the 
Bill in a dispassionate manner. Mr. Miller said that the Goonda was a man of 
honour, compared with the “pistol pimp” meaning tho dealer in illicit arms. 

Khan Bahadur Azizul Hague, supporting the measure, declared that it was not 
necessary for the purposes of the Bill that murder should be rampant. A single 
case of murder was sufficient to justify the Bill. 

The Chief Secretary, Mr^. P. Hoog, !replying to tho debate, was thankful for 
the large measure of support the Bill had received. He declared that eighty per cent 
of the murders were committed with the aid of smuggled arms. 

The Council agreed to refer the Bill to a Committee without a division 
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The Council then considered two other Bills, namely, the Bengal Nurses Bill and 
the Bengal Non- Agricultural Lands Bent Amendment Bill sponsored by Mr. Reid 
and Sir Provask Mitter respectively. The Council then adjourned till the 22nd. 

22nd. JANUARY The report of the Select Committee on the Smuggling of 
Arms Bill was presented in the Council to-day. On the motion of the Finance 
Member, the Council sanctioned to-day^ expenditure incurred in 1931-32 of a 
sum of Rs. 2,137 and Rs. 42,132, on posting a military force and the construction 
of temporary military barracks, etc., at Chittagong. 

Bengal Cess Amendment Bill 

The Council then proceeded to discuss the Bengal Cess (Amendment) Bill as reported 
by the Select Committee. Sir P. C. Mitter was in charge of the Bill and according 
to the statement of objects and reasons the Bill sought to remove the various anoma- 
lies in the existing Acts passed in 1880 and to adopt the method for revaluation 
as agreed upon at the conferences held for this purpose. It also aimed at facilitating 
the collection of cess of rent-free lands and at giving a rebate to holders of estates 
who pay their cess punctually. Of the sixteen clauses the Council had disposed of 
thirteen clauses of the Bill and had not finished when it adjourned. 

23rd. JANUARY The whole of the sitting of the Council to-day was devoted 
to a further consideration of the Bill. Barring one clause the House had practically 
disposed of the other clauses of the bill, the progress of which was facilitated by 
reason of a compromise effected between the contending groups and the Hon. 
Member in Charge (Sir P. 0. Mitter) in connection with the question of determina- 
tion of acreage rate. 

24th. JANUARY : — On the motion of Sir Provash Ch. Mitter ^ Revenue Member, 
the Bengal Cess (Amendment) Bill was passed at the Council to-day with certain mo- 
difications. During the consideration (stage of the bill, a lively debate took place over 
the proposal embodied in the bill granting a certain amount of rebate for punctual 
payment of road cess and public works cess. The Prajo. Party moved for the 
deletion of the clause and was supported by Mr. W. H. Thompson, Leader of the 
British Group. The principal ground for deleting the clause was that cess was a 
public demand which required no rebate to be granted and if the five per cent 
rebate was granted it would take away about Rs. 4 lakhs of rupees from the entire 
cess which belonged to the District Boards of Bengal, 

The Ze?ninder members of the House, on the other hand, wanted the percentage 
of cess to be increased and they complained that the duty of collection of cess had 
been unjustly cast upon them. 

Sir P. C. Mitter^ in reply, pointed out that this money would not come to the 
cofiers of the government whose sole desire was to see that justice was done to all 
concerned. He was satisfied that 5 per cent rebate was a lair proposal and asked 
t the House to remove the false impression that zemindars of Bengal were rich people. 
This grant of rebate was not to be regarded as a remuneration but as part of the 
loss which they were trying to recoup by spurring up collections. 

The motion for deletion of the clause was lost by 67 votes to 29. 

The clause in the bill, which was substituted by the Select Committee and even- 
tually accepted by the House ran as follows : — 

“A re^te of five per centum of the amount payable as instalment of road cess 
and public works cess in respect of any estate or tenure of the interest of a cultiva- 
ting raiyat shall be allowed at the time of payment, provided (1) that the instalment 
is paid in full at one time on or before the due date and (2) the annual cess pay- 
ill respect of the estate, tenure or interest amounts to Rs. 50 or more.” 

The House then adjourned till the Slat.. January. 

Bengal Criminal Law Amend. Biil^ 

31rt. JANUARY : — The Hon’ble Mr, Reid moved to-day for the reference of the 
Anti-Terrorist Bill to a Select Committee of thirteen members, including himself. Mr. P, 

*The statement of objects and reasons says : “The Bill seeks to supplement the 
existing criminal law so as to enable the local Government to grapple more effectively 
with the terrorist movement. Some of the clauses are of a deterrent nature, but 
most are preventive and are the outcome of an endeavour to prevent the recruiting 
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Banerjee, raovinp: that the Bill bo circulated for clicitinp; public opinion thereon by the 
30th June 1934, examined tho Honeo Member’s arpju men to. Mr. Banerjee declared that 
after Mr. Keid’s speech, he had been convinced that there was no necessity for the 
Bill. Continuing, Mr. Banerjee observed : “You have for the past thirty years 
assumed all kinds of special powers and still tho terrorist movement exists and 
thrives”. In his opinion, therefore, what was wanted to counteract terrorism was 
not a Bdl of this kind, but they should go to tho root of tho problem and humanise 
the administration. They must euro tho disease instead of attacking the diseased man, 
Mr. Banerjee charged the Government with exciting people to go off their heads. 

Tho President ; Do you suggest that the Government abet murderers ? 

Mr. Banerjee: No, Sir. I say that tho Government policy is responsible for 
the undesirable state of things referred to by the Hon’blo Member. 

of young persons to tho movement and to enlist tho asRistanco of parents and 
guardians in saving those for whom they arc responsible from being debauched by 

the terrorist groups. , , ^ ^ . 

^‘Ib is proposed to provide tho penally of death for certain offences under the 
Indian Arms Act of 1878 and the Explosive Substances Act of 1908, to make certain 
additions to the cases in which security can be demanded and the "security of Press 
can bo declared forfeited under tho Indian PreRs Act, to prohibit the publication 
of information notified by the local Government as tending to create an atmosphere 
favourable to recruitment to tho terrorist movement ; to make tho Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Acts of 1925 and 1930 permanent : to make provisipn for the 
dictation of evidence by Commisaioners appointed under the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act 1925 and Special Magistrates under tho Bengal Suppression of 
Terrorist Outrages Act, 1922; to shorten tho procedure in trials before Special 
Tribunals where absconders who might have been tried jointly with others are 
apprehended during the process of a trial or after its conclusion ; to empower 
District Magistrates to restrain tho movements of persons under the ago of 21 years 
found consorting with terrorist suspects ; to penalise the possession of certain 
classes of literature ; and to empower District Magistrates to restrict the activities 
of associations which encourage the commifision of crimes of violence or intimidation, 

Clauses of the Bill proposes to inflict death sentences for manufacture, conversion 
or sale of arras, ammunition or military stores but {this will bo confined to offences 
committed in circumstances indicating that the offenders intended to use the arms 
for the commission of murder or abetment or knew it likely that the arms would be 
80 used. Tho necessity for this provision will bo found in tho fact that several 
cases of country made arms by terrorists have recently come to tho notice of 

Goverameut, . i. t, 

Dealing with tho Press the statement says that sinco tho passing of the Press 
Act of 1931, direct encouragenaent of murder or violence has perforce been aban- 
doned, but recourse is still freely had to indirect methods such as tho expression 
of undue concern and sympathy for detenus in tho Detention Camps and convicts 
in the Andaman Islands, commemoration of terrorist Iconvicts and detenus, and tho 
publication of laudatory accounts of revolutionary movements in other countries, all 
of which are bound to have the effect of putting revolutionary ideas into the suscep- 
tible minds of the young. 

Beason for making B. 0. L, K. Acts of 1925 and 1930 permanent whose ^ life 
was fixed at ten and five years respectively the statement goes on that experience 
has shown that there is not the smalloBt doubt that temporary legislation keeps 
alive the hope in the minds of those concerned in the revolutionary conspiracy 
that Government will before long be deprived of the power to continue against them 
the special measures which they from time to time put in force. 

As for the clause dealing with tho dictation of evidence, it is stated that the 
object is to lighten the work of the Commissioners who .usually have to handle 
volumiuous evidence and thereby speed up the trial. 

The Bill also gives power to District Magistrates to take action without reference 
to local Government, but after consultation, where practicable, with parents or 
guardians. The provision relating to parents etc. has been mtroducea with the 
definite aim of securing the support of those who are anxious to save their children 
from corruption. There is also a clause in the Bill which makes a person liable to 
imprisonment for three years and fine if he has in his possession any newspaper, 
book or other document which had been prohibited under the Sea Ouslpms Act, 
declared forfeited to the Government etc. 
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Mr. Banerjee characterised the sections directed fae:aiast newspapers as dictated 
by a desire to suppress publication of honest news. The truth was the Administra- 
tion was a failure and stood self-condemned. 

Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu moved for eliciting public opinion before 1st April, 
He observed that in the name of law and order, illegalities were committed and remin- 
ded the official benches that the interest of law and order were dear to his side of 
tha House also. He referred to the sympathetic handling of the economic side of 
the problem by the Viceroy and the Governor, but declared that constitutional 
government was the only'cure. But did the White Paper help to create a healthy 
state of affairs ? He was afraid not. Mr. Basn asked if the Government had been 
able to deal with the terrorist problem, although they had armed themselves with 
extraordinary powers. Was there an instance of Government actually preventing 
one terrorist outrage ? In India, terrorism was a recent movement, but in other 
countries, it was in existence for a longer period. Was there any instance of any 
legislature in any country vesting extraordinary powers of this character in the 
Executive ? 

Mr, Basu examined the clause relating to death sentence and averred that the 
clause tended to be unduly severe, for it did not say that the Courts ^‘may sentence 
an accused to death’^ but stated that the Court 'shall sentence an accused to 
death”. This, in Mr, Basu’s opinion, sought to deprive the Judiciary of its discre- 
tion and right. Mr. Basu characterised the measure as a piece of panicky 
legislation. Such provisions, as the Bill bristled with, were not going to be helpful 
to India on her march to constitutional progress. 

Mr. K. M. Roy and Mr. Kamini Kumar Das supported circulation of the Bill. 

Although he subscribed to the principle of the Bill, Mr. A, K. Fazl-ul-Haq sup- 
ported Mr. Basu’s motion and declared that some of the provisions were so arastic 
as to need complete modification. Gentlemen of the Treasury benches should 
change their perspective, Mr. Fazl-ul-Haq asked what with the already heavy ar- 
moury of the Government Mr. Reid had been able to achieve. Some of the provi- 
sions were very drastic. Drastic provisions always failed. The IjEw of Evidence was 
sought to be set at nought by the Bill. Who were to constitute the special benches? 
The Deputy Magistrates who were henchmen of the Government ? Amidst cries of 
“Hear, hear” Mr. Haq asked why the Select Committee had not been composed of 
all the Rai Bahadurs and Khan Bahadurs of the Council. (Laughter.) He thought 
that some kind of legislation was called for, but a Bill of the kind introduced by 
Mr. Reid was uncalled for, unjustified and improper. ‘'Consult public opinion”, said 
Mr. Haq “and you will not lose by it”. He added : “Is it far the purpose of get- 
ting Bills of this description passed, that you have extended the life of this council ? 

Mr. IF. H. Thompson considered that no useful purpose would be served by eli- 
citing public opinion. Terrorism stared them in the face and every reasonable per- 
son agreed that it should be tackled. Every moment lost was a moment gained by 
the terrorists. He would, therefore, oppose the motion. 

Dr. NaresJi Chandra Se?i Gupta asked if it was meant that the Hon’ble Member 
were to enter the Council only to nod assent to Government behests ? In his opi- 
nion, it did not follow that because a person was anti-terrorist, he should necessarily 
walk into the official parlour. As one who had practised the law for the last thirty 
years it struck him that the Bill was an outrage on cherished rights. He was half 
inclined to oppose the Bill. He ridiculed the proposed Tribunals, Dr. Sen Gupta 
characterised, as an insult to the profession of journalism in the country, the 
provision to control news. “It is an attempt to compel newspapers to support the 
Government”, declared Dr. Sen Gupta, 

Mr. Shanti Shekharesivar Ray observed that the passage of the Bill through the 
Council would create unhealthy repurcussions, and woulu strengthen the hands of 
reactionaries who were against transference of Law and Order to popular control. He 
charged the (Government with playing deliberately into the hands of reactionaries, 
both in India and in England. 

Isl. FEBRUARY -.—The Raja Saheb of Nashipur^ although a supporter of the 
Bill, attacked some of its provisions. The clauses relating to newspapers and those 
providing for capital punishment were characterised by the Raja as bordering on 
undue severity. He pleaded for the reference of the Bill to a Select Committee, 
where he had no doubt it would be shorn of its objectionable features. 
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Mr. Ahdul Mornin, claiming: to represent the united Moslem voice of Bengal 
repudiated Mr, A. K. Fa^l-ul-Haq’s view on the matter. Mr. Momin admitted that 
some of the clauHCB of the Bill, as pointed out by the Kaja of Nashipur wera 
rotrop;rade, and should bo modified in the Select Committee. Ho defended the 
Judicial and Maptistorial servicoB against what ho called unbecoming attacks on them 

Khan Bahadur Nawah Mosharu/T Eossam, cx-Minister, on the other hand 
the Bill to bo referred to public opinion. ’ ^ 

Mr. Azizul Maque asked whether it was intended to lot the orgy of murder to 
continue by circulating the Bill to elicit public opinion. Mr. Haquo contended that 
the Bill was ncccHsary and incvilablo. • 

M. Cooper and Mr. C, 0. Millar wholeheartedly supported the Bill without reser- 
vations, for it should bo the primary concern of every Government and legislature 
to protect the interests of law and order. Tho former condemned the Opposition 
for their ‘‘delaying tactics”. 

Mr. Shyamaprasad Muhherka led the attack against the Bill in a powerful speech. 
Mr. Mukherjeo condemned the tactics of tho supporters of tho Bill in its present 
form. Were they actuated by their own intcrcHts or by tho interests of tho children 
of tho soil ? Ho took leave to say that the interests of tho children of the soil 
wore involved. If that was so, why should not they, he asked, oppose a Bill which 
was retrograde in character and which was calculated to deprive them of civic 
rights in tho name of supprcBsing terrorism ? He instanced clause B5, which, in 
his opinion, was most reckless, and was an unabashed attack on public liberties, 
because it gave tho Bureaucracy the right to condcran a man for possessing any 
literature, not actually condemned or banned, but which “might bo condemned”. 
Mr. Mukhorjea made a rapid survey of the whole Bill in some of its essential 
features, and declared that tho provisions were so drafted as to bring into the 
dutches of the law not terrorists, but peaceful citizens. Mr. Mukherjea denied that 
the Press was organising an atraospboro favourable to terrorists. “Why were the 
Government so nervous ?” asked tho spoakor. Ho added that it was unbecoming 
of the Government, to seek to suppress the publication of public grievances. Tho 
Bill was objectionable because it gave power to the Government to decide what 
news should and what news should not bo published in newspapers. Mr. Mukherjee 
characterised as dangerous and unprecedented some of the provisions whoso objects, 
in his opinion, wore to deprive people of ihoir legitimate right as regards trial. 

Mr.^ i2. Haiti supported tho Bill subject to roservationH. Mr. Maiti could not 
subscribe to^ tho_ principle that because a man absconded, that act constituted 
evidence of his guilt loading to his conviction. ITo pleaded for the dropping of the 
clauses against nowepapora on tho ground that if that clause formed part of the Bill, 
the public would bo compelled to remain in tho dark as to tho happenings in the 
world. Ho urged tho Government to accept tho motion for circulation. 

Prof. Jitmdralal Banerjee mainly directed his attacks against Mr. A. K. 
Fazlal Haque, though ^ turned out of ofHce as Minister by verdict of public 
opinion and by the verdict of legislature had stuck to his Ministerial chair for six 
months thereafter. Did it lie in Mr. Haque's mouth to say that tho Government 
should be guided by public opinion ? Continuing Mr. J. L. Banerjee asserted that 
terrorism was a reality. The speaker had no patience with those who suggested that 
terrorism could not bo stamped out. Perhaps, tho law could not root out the 
terrorist mentatUy, but it certainly would uproot terrorist activities. If tho latter 
object were achieved, the Government would have achieved tho purpose of tho Bill, 
for it aimed at suppressing terrorist activity and making it imposwiblc. 

Winding up the debate. Hr, Reid^ Homo Member, claimed that no case had boon 
made ont for ciroulalion of tho Bill. He repudiated the suggestion that the Govern- 
inent wanted to control the publication of honest nows. The Home Member denied 
that the Government were actuated by any naotive other than to supprosss terro- 
rism. After examining various allegations made on the door of the House about 
the severity of certain clauses in the Bill. Mr. Reid repeated the assurance he had 
made while making his motion and promised that the Government would carefully 
consider any proposal in the Select Committee for modification of tho Bill. Bie 
emphasised that the situation demanded a Bill of this kind. They had to suppress 
terrorist activities. The Home Member appealed to tho House to protect the dives 

and properties of peaceful citizens. He claimed that he had made out a complete 
case. 
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The Council, by a majority, rejected Mr. P, Banerjee’s and Mr. N, K» Basil's 
amendments. The House then passed the original motion, and referred the Bill to 
a Select Committee and then adjourned till 5th February. 

Cash Credit to Aid Industries 

5th. FEBRUARY. At the instance of Nawah K. G-. M. Faroqui^ Minister for 
Industries and Agriculture, the Council urged the Government to undertake 
the liability involved in the guarantee of cash credit with banks in accordance with 
the provisions of the Bengal State Aid to the Industries Act, to the extent of Rs. 
50,000. The idea behind this form of State aid, the Minister said, was to enable 
bona fide industrialists or small industrial concerns to tide over temporary financial 
difficulties by guaranteeing their overdraft from a recognised bank. 

A non-official attempt to amend the existing Standing Orders with a view to 
over-riding the precedence of ballot in the matter of non -official resolutionSi fell 
through in the Council to-day. 

Calcutta Port Trust Amend Bill^^ 

On the motion of the Finance Member, the Council to-day passed the Calcutta 
Port (Amendment) Bill 1934, the object of which was inter alia to validate the with- 
drawal hitherto made of certified excess in the sinking fund, and also to 
permit such withdrawals so as to place the legal position in this connection beyond 
doubt. 

Bengal Water Ways Bill. 

Sir A. K, G-huznavi then presented the report of the Select Committee on the 
Bengal Waterways Bill. Moving that the bill he recommitted to the Select Committee, 
Dr,N, C, Sen-Qupta said that the.problemjwhich the bill sought to tackle was more 
than any other problem of vital importance to the life of the bill. The question of 
dead and dying rivers was of vast importance to the people, but it ap|)eared that 
question had not received adequate consideration in this measure. This bill only 
sought to create a Waterways Board to which would be entrusted not the whole 
work of making a comprehensive scheme but the duty of keeping open the water- 
ways for the purpose of navigation. That was not the way in which the problem 
had got to be solved. What was required was a scientific investigation of the water 
resources but that had not been done in this bill. In addition they had gob to 
thrash out the financial aspect of the matter in the Select Committee and that too 
had not been done. The debate had not concluded when the Council 
adjourned. 

6th. FEBRUARY: — Moving the recommittal of the Bill to a select committee, 
Mr. W, S. Thompson said that the speech of Sir A. K. Ghuznavi, Irrigation 
Member, asking the House to consider the report of the committee had left the 
impression that financial proposals might be taken into consideration any time, and 
that it was the wish of the Committee that the Bill should be passed as it was. 

Sir A. K. Ghuznavi, replying, expressed surprise and amazement at the tone 
of Mr. Thompson’s speech which reminded him of the days when no epithet was 
considered too bad to be applied to Government members especially Ministers. 
Sir A. K. Ghuznavi denied the charge of misrepresentation of the intention of the 
select committee, and said that the members of the committee were in the House 
and they would bear him out when he said that the select committee would not 
unavoidably delay the passage of the Bill. He claimed to have done nothing 
against the behests of the select committee, and denied all the allegations 
made. 

The motion of Mr. Ihompson for recommittal was lost without a division. The 
House similarly negatived the motion of Dr. N, C, Sengupta for recommittal with 
instructions to report by June 30. During the consideration stage the House rejected 
the motions of Mr. N. K, Basu and Dr. AT. C. Sengupta substantial majority for 
exclusion of the Chairman of the Post CommissionerB and inclusion 'of the Director 
of Public Health, Bengal on the proposed Board. 

7tli. FEBRUARY: — The Council accepted the principle enunciated by the Hon, 
Sir A, K, Ghuznavi that “statutory racial discrimination is objectionable in a mat- 
ter governed by the members of the Legislative Council.” 
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The point arose in connexion with the resumed discussion of the Bengal Water- 
ways Bill relating to the constitution of the proposed Waterways Board. The origil 
nal bill prov^ided that one Muslim and one non-Muslim member of the legislature 
would represent the House on the Board. The Select Committee altered this provi- 
sion stating that the Board would have ^‘two Indian members of the Bengal Council 
of whom one shall be a Muslim and the other a non-Muslim.” 

Sir A. K, G-huznavi raoved_ an amendment, substituting the clause of the Select 
Committee by the simple provision that the Board would have “two members of the 
Bengal Council”, while in another amendment Mr. N, K, Basu wanted that the 
legislature would be represented on the Board “by two Indian members of the 
Council.” Mr. Basuj in commending his amendment to tho acceptance of the House, 
said that the Hon. member's present move was to placate tho Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce. They had enough of European rcprcRontation in this Board and it was 
only proper that representatives of tho Council should bo Indians. 

Tho House defeated tho amendment of Mr. Basu seeking to restrict the election 
to Indian members by 64 votes to 11 and accepted tho amendment of Sir A. Z. 
Ghuznavi by 60 votes to 8 which threw open the election to all members of the 
Council. 

8th. FEBRUARY;— Rapid progress was made when the Houso resumed discus- 
sion of the Bill and adopted 33 clauses with minor .modifications, disposing of 159 
amendments out of 337. 

The House adopted tho clause in the bill relating to tho constitution of the pro- 
posed Waterways Board whose function would bo to sec to the maintenance and 
improvempt of waterways in Bengal for purposes of navigation. Twelve Trustees 
will constitute the Board, including tho Chairman of the Port Commissioners, a mem- 
ber of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, two persons representing the interests of 
tho Indian Mercantile community, two members of tho Council, two represontativea 
of tho District Boards, three persons to be appointed by tho local Government, of 
whom one shall be representative of tho interests of persons carrying on tho business 
of transport by water, and a Chairman. The first Chairman will bo appointed by the 
local government by notification and subsequent Chairmen after consultation with 
the Board. The term of appointment of tho Chairman will be for a period of three 
years and the post carries a salary not exceeding Rs. 2,500 per month, 

An attempt was made by several non-official members to reduce tho salary of 
the Chairman to Rs. 2,000 but the Council turned down the proposal. 

By two amendments with regard to the constitution of tho Board, Mr. N. K, Basu, 
wanted to make it obligatory upon tho Government not to nominate officials and 
also to delete the provision requiring Government to nominate a person representing 
the interests of persons carrying on the business of transport by water. Mu. Basu 
regarded these amendments an ‘acid tost’. In his attitude to these amendments Mr. 
Basu would judge whether the Hon, member was really bringing swarai in the 
matter of waterways or he was going to deliver himself tied hand and foot into tho 
hands of tho Europeans and Officials. 

Mr. 6\ C. Simner remarked that the proposed Board should include expert 
cxpcjrience on matters regarding river conditions and such experts might be found 
in the services of the Indian Navigation Company. To deliberately exclude them 
from tho proposed Board in his opinion would bo unwise. 

The Hon. Sir A, K. OJmznavi in reply said that in all his life ho had not as 
yet conciliated anybody except God and he was not going to deviate from the policy 
in the future. He had not tried to please anybody and had not also played to the 
gallery. He opposed tho amendments which were lost by overwhelming majority. 

Bengal Cjr. Law Amend. Bill— Sel. Comm. Report 

13tK. FEBRUARY The report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Criminal 

Law Amendment Bill, 1934 was presented by the Home Member to the Council 
to-day. 

4 . 1 , Committee has restricted cases in which death] penalty can be imposed by 
Dorr^iSBiqners for certain offences under the Arms Act. 

The Committee make an important change in clause 19, making it obligatory on 
tne Government, to pay allowances to the dependents ' of the detenue, provided the 
allowance does not exceed the amount the detenue himself would have Iboen able to 
contribute had he not been restrained. 
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The Committee has also provided a safeguard regarding the penalty for posse- 
ssion of objectionable literature by which a casual or bona fide possessor of such 
things would not come within the scope of the Bill if he could prove that 
the possession was not for inciting murder or for directly or indirectly express- 
ing approval or admiration of such an offence. 

The Committee has also added a provision in the preamble, making it specially 
clear that the Bill is intended to deal “more effectively with the terrorist movement 
in Bengal,” 

Me. Base’s Dissenting Minute 

Mr, W. K, Basu, the only dissenting member, says that the death penalty ia 
indefensible. The clause dealing with the Press, he says, ia unprecedented even in 
Press legislation in India, and is calculated to hamper the legitimate activities of 
the Press. While acknowledging that several improvements have been made in the 
Bill by the Committee, he finds still many objectionable .features in it and he cannot 
agree with the Committee’s recommendation that the Bill be passed. 

Bengal Wateevvays Bill (Contd.) 

The Council adjourned after a discussion of further amendments to the Water- 
ways Bill. 


14th. FEBRUARY Charges of playing tactics and tricks were levelled at the 
Irrigation Member by the Leader of the European Group and other Oppositionists 
when the Council resumed discussion of the Bill to-day. 

The debate centred round the contribution of the Government for the first five 
years to the proposed Waterways Board. The original Bill provided Rs. 2,31 000 
which was increased to Rs. 5 lakhs by the Select Committee. There were two 
amendments, one by Me, Satyakinkar Sahana, reducing the grant to Rs. 2 and a 
half lakhs yearly, and another by the Irrigation Member reducing it to Rs. 2,31000. 

The acceptance by the Irrigation Member of Mr* Sahana’s amendment took the 
House by surprise. 

Before there could be any discussion, the President put the amendment to vote 
which was. carried by 48 to 41 votes. 

Thus defeated, the non-officials opposed the adoption of the clause as amended, 
various charges were made against ttie Member-in-charge, 

Denying tUe charges levelled against him. Sir A. Ghuzmvi, Irrigation Member, 
maintained that the Government followed precisely the recommendation of the 

Expert Commiltee and had in no way deviated from the recommendation of the 
Select Committee. 

After much discussion, Mr. W, S. Thompson^ Leader, European Group, moved 
an amendment, wich a view to smoothing down matters, adding a proviso to the 
clause, tnat on the representation of the Board or otherwise, the Government 
might raise the amount of contribution. 

The_ clause thus amended was carried by 64 votes to 12. 


Tcading of the Waterways Bill in the 
Council to-day, Sir A, K, Ohumavi congratulated the House. For the first time, 
a machinery had been evolved by the Government which would look to the well- 
i *t°:f t population and consult local opinion, local needs and local 


The Cattle Teespass Bill 
which was introduced to-day by the Home MeiTtber, 

The Aems Smuggling Bill (Contd.) 

claSt S?e'Ssed^ Aot^diseSS'*"^ 

tt. moved that for clause 6 (2), including proviso (al (bl and (c) 

other°faeYs°cf V ■ “^^6 Judges shall consider the report and 

ment fn adduced before them by the local Govern- 

made an ODDnrh'imfv^7n°rf f persons against whom a report has been 

maae, an opportunity to defend himself or themselves by a pleader and to adduce 
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any evidence that may be ncccaflary in this behalf. The advising Judges shall ba 
bound to observe the rules of evicIenco^^ 

The mover maintained that the fact of the existence of the Goonda Act in 
similar wording was no justificalion for placing on the statute book a piece of 
legislation which sought to deprive the accused person of his natural liberty to 
defend himself, to rebut any evidence against him and to adduce such evidence of 
his own as ho thought necessary to prove his innocence of the charges levelled 
against him. The speaker could not see any reason why the Government should 
seek to deprive any accused of his right to open trial. 

Mr. B, N, Reidy Home Member, opposed the amendment. He pointed out that 
the' question had been fully thrashed out by the select committee which had brought 
out a unanimous report, 

The motion was negatived without a division. Clause G was then made part of 
the Bill. 

Mr. G. P. RofjOy Chief Secretary, moved that after clause 7 (2), which gave the 
Government the right to extern suspected and olTending porsons, it be added, 
“provided that the Local Government may, at any time, cancel or suspend «uch' 
orders or reduce the period for which the said person is required to leave Bengal or 
the notified area”. The amendment was put and agreed to. 

Other clauses of the Bill were agreed to without any discussion. 

Mr. Shanti Shekareatvar Boy opposed the passage of the Bill. He maintained 
that the provisions were so vague as to create complications. In justification of his 
assertion, he recalled the Chief Secretary's own amendment which the Government 
themselves thought it necessary to introduce so as to remove obvious injustice. 
The speaker condemned the provisions relating to custody and said that the clause 

was vaguely worded. “Do you mean’' Mr. Boy asked “police custody or jail 
custody ? An accused person cannot normally be kept in police custody beyond a 
certain time. This section leaves the position dangerously vague and undefined”. 
Mr. Boy, concluding, regretted that the Government had not justified the introduc- 
tion of the Bill much losa its passage. 

Mr. Raid defended the Bill, which was passed without a division. 

The Council then adjourned till the 19th. 

Bengal Wake Bill 

19th. FEBRUARY The House devoted the whole day to the consideration of 
the Bengal Wakf Bill reported by the Select Committee. 

Moving that the report bo taken into consideration, Maulvi Abdul Oa?ii Chow- 
dhury said that mismanagement of wakfs had proved lo bo a public scandal and 
there was no doubt that it contributed to the deplorable poverty, illiteracy and 
and ill-health of the Muslim population, particularly of the Muslim middle- 
class of Bengal. The wakf properties in Bengal formed the most important source 
of wealth created for manifold charities and for the welfare of the M.uslim commu- 
nity, and the bill contemplated to regulate the use of wakf incomes to legitimate 
purposes and proposed to set up a machinery with this object in view. 

This is a provision in the bill dealing with the annual levy on all wakfs and 
providing for an annual contribution of two and a half per centum on the gross 
income in the case of private wakfs. The proposed machinery will bo run by the 
Commissioner of Wakfs exercising the administrative and executive authority with 
the help of a Board who will act largely in the advisory capacity. Judicial proceed- 
ings in the case of wakfs will in future bo taken by a judge sitting with two 
Musalman jurors. 

During the consideration stage the House, by 38 to 20 votes, accepted an amend- 
ment of Khan Bahadur Ahaul Momin that this *‘Act’^ would not apply to the 
Dawoodi Bohra commnnity. Government members did not participate in the 
division. 

20tli FEBRUARY The constitution of the proposed Board for the proper 
administration of the Wakf proper^ was settled in the Council to-day. 

For the first three years the “Board of Wakfs'' shall consist of the Commia- 
fiioner as President, five members to be appointed by the Government, of whom one 
shall be a Shia and only one shall be a mutwalli, and two members to bo elected 
byfthe Bengal Council from among the members of the legislature. 

The House negatived the amendment of Dr. W. (7. Sen- Gupta to take away the 
power of the Board with the sanction of the Government to exclude wakfs from the 
operation of the measure. 
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Rai Bahadur Dr, Haridhone Duit championed the cause of Shia community and 
asked for an additional seat of that community on the proposed Board. For this 
purpose the Rai Bahadur suggested that of the two members from amongst the 
legislature the Government should have the power to nominate a Shia member of 
the Council if the other member elected belonged to a Sunni community. According 
to him, the representation of the Shia community was inadequate. 

The amendment of Dr. Dutt was lost without a division, but subsequently the 
House accepted an amendment of the EdueatioJi Minister', empowering the local 
Government to appoint three additional members from the Shia Community to sit 
on the Board only when wakfs created by the Shias would be considered by the 
Board. This, in the opinion of the Minister, would safeguard the interests of the 
Shia community, giving them a real voice in matters concerning them. 

21st. FEBRUARY The House to-day settled the functions of the Commissioner 
who will act as President of the Board of Wakf and of the Board. The functions of 
the Commissioner shall include, inter alia, investigating the nature and extent of Wakfs 
and calling from time to time for accounts, returns and information from mutwallis. 
The functions of the Board shall include inter alia giving directions in what manner 
any surplus income of a wakf shall be utilised. In furtherance of the objects of the 
wakf or in the interest of the beneficiaries the Board may revise any provision in the 
wakf deed which has become in-operative or impossible of execution owing to efflux 
of time or changed conditions. 

Financial Statement for 1934-35 

The Hon’ble TF, J, A. Woodhead, Finance Member, then presented the Bengal 
Budget and gave an appalling picture of Bengal’s finances. 

A deficit of Rs, 2.06 crores in the estimates for 1934-35, in spite of rigorous 
economy in all departments, which amounted to Rs. 94-75 lakhs as compared with 
1929-30 ; an appalling drain, owing to measures to cope with terrorism and other 
subversive activities, which amounted to Rs. 173.75 lakhs for 1932-33 to 1934-35 ; 
and an unanswerable case for immediate revision of the financial settlement for this 
province were the outstanding features of the speech of the Hon’ble Mr. Woodhead. 
“Judged by the figures of the budget estimates, the financial position is worse 
instead of better, and if there were no hope of our claim to a revision of the exis- 
ting financial settlement being conceded the outlook would be one of utmost gravity”, 
with these words Mr, Woodhead opened his speech. 

Mr. Woodhead then referred at length to the economic depression and its 
repercussions on Bengal’s trade, especially in jute and other agricultural products, 
where the prices were the lowest ever recorded. He then explained the drain on 
account of terrorism and said, “Last year I drew attention to the heavy additional 
expenditure thrown on the revenues of the province by the Civil DisohJ^ience and 
terrorist movements during these years when the revenue position demands that 
every economy should be made. Unfortunately, this expenditure, which is unavoid- 
able, if law and order to be maintained, — and law and order must be maintained, 
no matter what the cost may be — continues to be a very heavy burden on our 
resources. In 193:i-34 this expenditure, according to the revised estimates is Rs. 
53 and one-fourth lakhs and the budget for 1934-35 makes a provision for Rs. 52 
lakhs. The decrease of 1 and one-fourth lakhs is more than accounted for by 
expenditure amounting to Rs. 3,68,000 during 1933-34 on coustruction of the jail 
at Delhi. The figures for the year 1931-32 and 1932-33 are Rs. 21 and one-half 
and Rs. 47 lakhs respectively and by the close of the year 1934-35 the promoters 
of anarchy will have involved the province in an expenditure amounting to Rs. 
173 and three-fourth lakhs. There appears to be little hope that this burden will be 
reduced substantially in the immediate future and I feel sure that every right-thinking 
person will «agree that it is nothing short of a catastrophe, that these movements 
subversive of law and order have placed such a large additional burden on the 
resources of the province”. 

The Finance Member claimed that a saving of Rs. 94,75 lakhs by way of 
retrenchment had been effected. He added that the revised scales of pay would be 
brought into force on and from 1st April next. Continuing, Mr, Woodhead 
compared the figures of the estimed expenditure iu 1934-35 with those of the actuals 
of 1932-33 and 1933-34. A point that will strike any one who compares these fibres 
with the actuals for the year 1930-31 is this, that although the expenditure by 
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•Rb 73 lakhs between 1930-31 and 1932-33 it was on the increase in 1933-34 inspite 
retrLcCent He then detailed the losses m revenue under the heads, Excise, 
of retrenenmrar. . orovidinc for an improvement of nearly 15 lakhs, the 

MeXwamShe^ouseVt the situation did not warrant taking an optimistic 

view of oatimonts provided for Es. 11,29,17,000, being an 

AS regards e^tpen^e the *^8timates for 1933-34. Mr. Woodhead 

LSned tb®t\his1ncreas^^i exrnd^ was accounted for mainly by interest and 
npnsiMarv charges and additiwal expenditure on roads from the Central Bead 
pensionary ^ nrocGeds of taxea on motor vehicles. Referring to the 

Sr?cTnfe Je“ on tt Mr. Woodhead said “Fortunately,. the 

pa?ihnnn^ which has had such disasIrouB oirocts on the neigWiounng province 
and Orissa has caused little damage in Bonga outside Darjeeling District. 
tI ?hat dmtriot he dLage to Government propcrity is, however considerable and 
the Council will notice that Es. 2 and^half lakhs have been provided as reserve for 

“’’Sinning ” to'*" WooSad^citerited his demand for equitable financial 

nflinatment told the Council that Government were continuing to press Bengal s 
adjustment, ue roia xne export tax. Under the existing 

CLc rarrangeCn^r would be possible only by reduction of 

Ksts of the transferred departments. . Ho pleaded for more equitable financial 

•"‘<SSSg”M? ‘^.'<SEd"5.elZd“ .«,id be di™«0,. « >b. 

r.f lUaTwcre Mneated Stagnation would once again be the inevitable resifit 
nf B«Ph r Mw’financial settlement. It is of paramount importance that under the 
of T finance of the Province should be placed on a sound basis. 

Sal can S’ ckto for a financial settlement whmh will redress the iniustice of 
i^?^7Bt ani rcnLr possible the development of those constTuol.ivo services, the 
curtailment of which had been such a marked feature of tho administration during 

the last twelve years”. 

The BekgaIj Waicf BiIjL ( Conte, ) 

22nd FEBRUARY A close voting took place over an amendment of the Hon. 

Mr K Nazimuddin, Education Minister, in connection with the i*? 

Wntfs Fund The bill provided that all monies received by the Board or 
Flic ’r^mmlssbner Td all othermW^^ including fines imposed upon mut- 

walUs Tarfo?m Tfund to be called the “Wakfs Fund”. The Minister moved an 
rSmenUor exclusion of the fines from tho proposed Fund and this amend- 

the Minister that the Wakfs Fund shall, subject to the provision of ^ 

be under the control of the Board. Sub-section 2 gives power tj,, 

ment to make rules regulating tho payment of monies into the , 
investment by tho Board of monies received into the fund and the custody and dis 

burseinent of^ Mmh jjgyge aocopled an amendment 

application of Wakfs Fund which shall bo applied to the P«ymen‘ mvS of 

ment of cost of survey of wakfs properties, repayment of any loan and 
interests thereon, payment of tho cost of audit of the Wakfs Fund, p 7 , j 

salary and allowances of the Oomraissioncr and payment employed by “ 0 

of all expenses incurred by tho Commissioner and tho Board in ^p. 
of the duties imposed and tho exorcise of the powers conferred by this ^ 
balance remains after meeting the expenditure, the Board may use any PO“ipu 0 
such balance for tho preservation and protection of wakf property. Ihe House a s 
accepted another amendment of the Minister regarding statements of wakfs-al-al-aulad. 

23rd. FEBRUARY :-The Council passed to-day the Bengal Wakf 
division. The measure was initiated by a non-olBcial member .rF 

Ahdul bhani Ohaudhury, and its object was to make provision for tbo proper aam 

nistration of Wakf property in Bengal. , . , , j a 

According to the mover mismanagement of wakfs of 

and there was no doubt it contributed to tbe poverty, illiteracy and ilbheaun or 
the Muslim population. Ihe wakf properties, he said, formed the most importau 
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source of wealth created for manifold charities and for the welfare of the Muslim 
community and the measure contemplated to regulate the use of Wakf incomes into 
legitimate purposes and proposes to set up a Board for this purpose. 

The Hon. Sir. K, N aziiJiuddin^ Education Minister, explained the difficulty of 
Government in introducing a measure like this which dealt with religious matters. 
But,_ he added, Government had given all co-operation in drafting the bill and 
making it workable. 

Bengal State Lottebies Bill 

The Council then threw out the Bengal State Lotteries Bill, by defeating the motion 
of Mr. P. Banerji, the sponsor of the bill, for its reference to a Select Committee. 

The object of the bill was to make adequate provision for the improvement of 
Public Health, Sanitation, Hospitals, Agriculture and Industries, as in the present 
state of finance, it was not impossible for the Government to do so. Further, 
enormous wealthy in the opinion of Mr. Banerji was being drained out of the 
country by Foreign Sweep Stakes and also unlicensed Lotteries were held in the 
country serving no useful purpose. He therefore wanted the Government to step 
in and utilise such money for the benefit of the Province. 

The considered opinion of the Government that the system of public lotteries is 
definitely mischievous and should not be adopted as a means of raising money 
for public and quasi public purposes was voiced by the Finance Member. 
the_ Hon. Mr. J. A, Woodkead, opposing the Bill, the motion for reference of 
which to a Select Committee was defeated by 55 to 17 votes. While Mr. Norton 
and Mr, W. L. Armstrong supported the motion though maintaining that the 
Bill was unsupportable in the present form, Mr. W. R, Thompson opposing *aid 
that representatives of British industrial interests in the Council were definitely 
opposed to the whole idea of the Bill. Moslem and Hindu opinion in the House 
was divided. The House then adjourned till the 26th. 

Bengalis and the Army 

26th. FEBRUARY Without opposition, the Council to-day adopted a resolution 
of Rai Bahadur Keshab Cha?idra Banerji recommending to the Government ‘*to 
convey to^ the Government of India and His Majesty’s Government in England that, 
in the opinion of the Council, early steps should be taken for giving military train- 
ing to the people of Bengal so as to raise a permanent unit to form part of the 
Indian Army.” Explaining the Government’s attitude, the Home Member^ the 
Hon’ble Mr. R. N. Reid, said that the Government did not intend to oppose the 
resolution and promised to forward the report of the discussion to the proper 
authorities. Mr. Reid thought that Bengalis were not debarred entirely from military 
training, there being three units in the Province, open to them, namely, the Calcutta 
Battalion University Training Corps, Territorial Battalion, 19th Hyderabad Regiment 
and Dacca Company of University Training Corps. 

Mr» Banerji assured the Government that, by admitting Bengalis to military 
service, there was great possibility of political unrest being appreciably diminished. 
It would go a long way in solving some of the problems with which the Province 
was faced. 


Official Bills 

27th. FEBRUARY : — Three official bills were discussed at the sitting of the Council 
to-day. The House passed the Bengal Nurses Bill and the Presidency Small Cause 
Courts {Bengal Amendment) Bill on the motions of the Hon’ble Mr. R. N. Reid, 
Home Member, while Sir B. P. Singh Roy, Minister, introduced the Bengal 
Excise {Amendment) Bill. 

^ The object of the Bengal Nurses Bill was to provide for the registration of nurses, 
midwives and health visitors in Bengal and to secure their better training. With 
this object in view the Bill sets up a Council to be called ‘‘The Bengal Nursing 
Council” consisting of seventeen members. 

The object of the Bengul Excise {Amendment) Rill introduced by the Minister was 
to bring Bakhar within the purview of the Excise Act. The words ‘any fermenting 
agent’ are preferred to the use of the word ‘Bakhur’ by name as the article in 
question was prepared differently and known by different names in different parts of 
the province. The Bill involved no question of policy. But it was pointed out that 
‘Bakhar’ was a substance used as fermenting agent in the manufacture of 'pachwai’ 
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which was an alcoholic liquor. In the past, alarminp; number of cases were brona-ht 
to light in which consumers of ‘pachwaP wore poisoned with fatal consequences and 
this was traced to the presence of aconite administered through ‘Bakhar’ uspfl in 
the manufacture of the drink. 

General Discussion of Bupoet 

28th. FEBRUARY An appeal to utilise the 'windfall from the Government of 
India’ for rural reconstruction of the province was made to Government by non- 
official members of the Council to-day in the course of the general discussion of the 
budget. It was stressed that Bengal could not survive the present economic crisis 
and unless Government seriously made up its mind to adopt this course they would 
lose the last opportunity of rebuilding fair Bengal. While most agreed that terro- 
rism must be crushed though it cost them half a croro of rupees, one thought in 
the countryside there was no terrorism which was confined to a few sentimental and 
demented youths and the remedy lay not in arming Government with more powers 
but in a change of policy. All the members congratulated the Government of India 
for remitting half the jute export duty to Bengal and hoped the full amount under 
this head would be restored to her in the near future. 

Referring to the Government of India’s proposal to allocate to the jute-produ- 
cing provinces half the net proceeds of the jute export duty the Finance 

Afember, Mr. Woodhead, made a statement saying that, while it would not 

be proper at the present stage to discuss the plan on the fioor of the 

house, he felt sure all members w'ould desire to express their gratitude to the 
Government of India. Mr. Woodhead also drew attention to the assurance given in 
the Finance Member’s speech that it w^as intended that the proposal would be 
regarded as a full and final settlement of Bengal’s financial position. ‘We welcome 
these statements because they assure us that the present pro})osal w’ould not in any 
way prejudice further claims wo have put forward in connection with the proposed 
new constitutional arrangements, 

2nd, MARCH A pica for a change of policy with a view to creating calmer 
atmosphere in the country was put forward, in the course of the ! general discussion 
of the budget to-day. Declaring the present; situation to be more economic than 
political, JRai Bahadur K, 0. Banerp said that the fact that the Province having 
a deficit budget made provision for 52 lakhs for countering subversivo movements 
was really deplorable. “It looks as if the whole nation would wither away under 

steam roller of law and order.” He regretted that no constructive policy was 
hitherto followed in the country. 

Khan Bahadur Azizul JECuq said that the time had come when Bengal must 
have definite economic programme for rural welfare. The speaker was supported by 
other non-officials who spoke in the same strain urging improvement of nation- 
building department. The House then adjourned till the 5th. 

Bengal Criminal Law Amend. Bill (contd.) 

Sib. MARCH On the motion of the Hon. Mr. E. N, Eoid^ Homo Member, the 
Council proceeded to-day to consider the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Bill, clause 
by clause, as reported by the Select Committee. There wore three amendments for 
recommittal of the bill to the Select Committee, of which tw'O made specific mention 
of dates, but ^ after the House had refused the amendment of Mr. P, Banerji for 
simple recommittal by 86 votes to iG, the other two amendments wore not pressed 
to a division and were declared lost. 

Moving that the report of the Select Committee on the bill bo taken into consi- 
deration, Mr. Reid explained the various changes made by the Sdcct Committee, 
including the restriction made on imposition of capital sentence. lie stressed that 
Government had entered upon this legislation not lightly, but after a very careful 
consideration of the situation ^ and^ of the measures which, Government believed, 
that situation required. “The situation as regards terrorism is a grave one—grave 
not in the sense that there is immediate risk of widespread insurrection or of dis- 
order on a large scale,— but grave ae terrorism in still there, and that is shown by 
the fact that recruiting is still going on. Eecruiting is going on with an eye, not so 
much for the immediate future, but for the remote future and Ispccially that point 
of the future when it is expected the life of the special temporary measures dealing 
with terrorism will expire”. It was for that reason, Mr. Kcid said, ifhat Government 
attached so much importance to the preventive sections of the Bill as well as to 
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those clauses which were intended to make the Acts of 1925 and 1930 dealing with 
this movement permanent. beg of the Council, however unpalatable they may be, 
to face facts, and in coming to a consideration of the bill, to look at it from^ the 
point of view of the safety of the State. In times of danger — and these are times 
of danger in Bengal — the interests of the State must over-ride the conveniences and the 
interest of the individual. For it is only in a stable and ordered State that the 
individual can have security of life and property 

Amendments 

Moving as an amendment for the recommittal of the Bill, Mr. P.Sanerjee 
enquired whether the State existed for the people or the people for the State. 
Surely the State existed for the people aud that negatived the argument of Mr. 
Eeid. It seemed to the speaker that the real intention of Government was not to 
fight terrorism but the non-violent movement. 

Dr. Amulya Eatan Ghose moved that the Bill be recommitted with instructions 
to submit the report by March 24. His intention was that if the bill was recommitted, 
the Select Committee would have the advantage of considering the bill in the light 
of public opinion since expressed in the country. 

In the opinion of Mr. Abdtis Samad the bill provided for treatment only of the 
outward symptoms, but it did not go down to the root of the disease. He would 
ask the House to ascertain the real cause of the disease and then to find out the 
remedy. He therefore moved that the bill be recommitted with the addition of the 
following members (Mr. S. C. Eoy Chaudhury, Mr. J. IST. Basu, Maulvi Tamizuddin 
Khan and Maulvi Abdul Karim) with instructions to submit the report by March 20. 

As a member of the Select Committee, Mr. K. Basu supported the amend- 
ments, Replying to the previous speaker, he said that as a nominated member Rev. 
Nag had always voted with the Government and therefere there was no lack of 
duty on his part. His principal ground for supporting recommittal was that the 
time given to the committee for consideration was too short. The House asked the 
Committee to submit the report within 11 days and it was not possible for the 
Committee to consider an important bill like this within such an inadequate time. 
That the time was short, he said, was evidenced by the fact that even Mr. Reid, 
who had not signed a minute of dissent, had now tabled amendments. This conclu- 
sively demonstrated that he had no time to consider the matter properly in the 
committee. 

Replying to the debate, Mr. Eeid said that the Select Committee sat for a consi- 
derable period and went through the bill very carefully. No case, he submitted, 
had been made ont for recommittal and he did not think the House as a whole 
would like that course. 


The Death Clause 

Mr. N. K. J^asu moved for the deletion of the clause which provided for death 
penalty, transportation for life etc., under certain sections of the Arms Act. He 
pointed out that the punishment provided in the Arms Act of 1878 was three years 
which had been enhanced to transportation for life by the Bengal Amending Act of 
1932. So the only new addition was the death penalty. But he could confidently 
say that no judge or body of judges trained on the lines of the English system of 
jurisprudence would infiict death penalty on a person who went armed or possessed 
firearms in circumstances indicating that he intended that the fire-arm would be 
used for the commission of an offence of murder. Discussing the trend of policy of 
the existing law, Mr. Basu said, the Indian Penal Code provided for death penalty 
in eight sections. In four sections death penalty was provided in the code where 
no human life was lost, namely, for waging war, inciting people and for causing hurt 
only in the case of life convicts. But in other sections the maximum penalty was 
provided only when human life was lost. It was therefore clear that the policy of 
the code which had stood the test of centuries^ was to inflict death penalty only in 
cases where a man’s life had been lost. But in this bill they were inserting the 
death penalty, not when any murder had been committed, not when circumstances 
proved that the man armed with 'fire-arms intended to commit murder, bub when 
circumstances indicated that the possessor intended that the unlicensed fire-arm 
should be used for the commission of the offence of murder. And it was difficult to 
prove the circumstances in such case. That being so, it was ridiculous to suggest 
that any judge worth the name would sentence a man to death for going with or 
possessing a pistol iu such circumstances. This extension of law imposing capital 
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sentence, he contended, was unwarranted. So far as the deterrent effect on the 
terrorists themselves was concerned, they all knew and heard of instances where ter- 
rorists went about with a revolver in one hand and poison in the other. So far aa 
they were concerned, they were not absolutely terrorised by death provision, and no 
case had been made out that these people were more afraid of death penalty than 
life sentence. It was^a travesty of le^dslation to provide death penalty in circumstan- 
ces such as this clause contemplated. Knowinpj well that the extreme penalty would 
not be inflicted by any judi^o and also bcinp; awpo of the fact that such provision 
would only antagonise public opinion of all sections, Mr, Basu requested the Home 
Member not to persist in pressing for this clause, but to take note of the volume of 
public opinion expressed against this particular clause. 

Mr. J. N. Basu, who had tabled an amendment to confine the sentence to trans- 
portation for life by deleting death penal (y, said that if Mr. N. K. Basu’s conten- 
tion was right that the Amending Act of 1D32 had already enhanced the sentence to 
transportation, he failed to understand why instead of inserting a few words extend- 
ing the penalty to death the clause had recapitulated the entire punishment that 
might be given. This clause, as it stood, would bo adding to the diflicuUy of law 
courts by inserting so many provisions which would confuse them. The discussion 
had not concluded when the Council was adjourned. 

6tb. MARCH By C8 votes to 28, the Council to-day rejected the motion of 
Mr. V. IC. Basu, for deletion of the entire clausci in the Bill providing enhanced 
punishment up to death for certain offences under the Arms Act. Following the 
defeat, the oppositionists moved for the deletion of the death penalty only from the 
clause, confining the sentence to transportation for life but this motion also was 
defeated by 59 to 20. The House howevex accepted the amendment of Mr. W. H. 
Thompso?!^ leader of the British group,' adding a lino in connection with these 
offences. 

The supporters of the motion for deletion of the entire clause stressed the sanc- 
tity of human life, which, they said, should not be taken away so lightheartedly as 
the bill contemplated, even in cases where no murder was committed. Such a 
provision, they said, instead of acting as a deterrent on the terrorists who went 
about armed with a revolver in one hand and poison in the other would shock the 
civilised world and give a handle to the enemies of India’s progress to resist further 
reforms on the plea that the situation in Bengal had com(‘ to such a pass that even 
the majority of elected members of the House thought it fit to insert such a drastic 
penalty. 

Mr. J. N. Basu said that the proposal to sentence a man to death on circum- 
stantial evidence was an extraordinary one. Without minimising the gravity of 
the situation for which, if the Government had not been alert, they would have 
been charged with remissness in their duty, Mr. Basu said that the reason why 
the countryside had not been affected was because of the work done by educational 
and other institutions in upholding law snd order. The situation, difficult as it 
was, should not be made more difficult. It had been said that a measure like this 
might defieet some youths from the path of terrorism. But on the other hand 
encroachment _ on the ordinary liberties of the people might create an atmosphere 
of dissatisfaction with the policy of the Government, making it exceedingly difficult 
for those who stood up for peace and order. Provision of death penalty, ho conclu- 
ded, would only create a sense of irritation. Pie asked the Government to note that 
the spirit of discontent was growing deeper and that was a thing which would not 
be remedied by measures like this. 

Mr. Tamizuddin Khan also supported the motion for deletion of death penalty 
clause. Other supporters of the motion included Dr. Amulya Eatan 
Gh(m, Mr. Abdus Samad, liazi Bmdadul Ilaqiie, and Mr. Shanii S. Eoy. 

Replying to the debate, the Home Member, Mr. E. N. Eeid, said the trail they 
were pursuing in this matter was the question whether death sentence should be 
innicted in certain circumstances mentioned in the bill. It seemed to him singularly 
^appropriate to talk seriously of human life when they were dealing with a menace 
uke terrorism. He then cited instances of the brutal murders of Mr. Kamakhya 
ben, deputy magistrate, while asleep and Mr, Burge, while playing football, and the 
raid on Pahartali Institute two years ago, proving that these people (terrorists) 
did nob think of the sanctity of human life. Although he admitted that there were 
men who went out with pistol in one hand and poison in another, the Home 
Member asserted that they were not numerous and it, therefore, seemed there was 



175 


-6-8 MAB. ’34 ] THE ANTI-TERfeORIST BILL 

good chance and the capital penalty that lay at the back ground of the legislation 
might be deterrent to somebody "who was perhaps on the border line of committing 
some terrorist crimes. The House then adjourned. 

7th. MARCH The Council to-day defeated by 50 votes to 23 the motion of Mr, 
N, K. Basil for deletion of the entire clause in the bill providing for enhanced 
punisment, including death penalty, for certain offences under the Explosive Subs- 
tances Act. 

Another motion to delete the death sentence only from the purview of the clause 
was also rejected by 57 votes to 28, and the House adopted the clause in the bill 
providing this enhanced sentence for persons who make or have in their possession 
any explosive substance under circumstances indicating that the persons intended that 
such explosive substance should be used for^the commission of any’offence of murder.’ ' 

Mr. N, K. Basu, moving his motion, said that it was not' because terrorism was 
the background of this legislation that death penalty had been inserted but because 
in the forefront of Government idea of this legislation was terror. ‘‘Government 
see red all the time and that is why they feel the bill should be made red.” Other- 
wise there was no reason why the'death penalty should be deliberately inserted in 
cases where no murder had actually taken place. 

Mr. C, C, Miller, on behalf of the British Group, said that this legislation had 
been brought forward, not because of the failure of the people of Bengal to do their 
duty in this respect. Leaders of the country had left the Government and the 
police to fight their battle alone against this menace. 

Following a remark by the Home Member in reply to Mr. P. Banerjee’s^ amend- 
ment seeking to substitute ten years in place of fourteen years’ rigorous imprison- 
ment for such offences that it was “waste of time”, Mr. Banerjee retorted that 
the whole bill was ‘‘waste of time”. The Home Member said that if the member 
thought BO, he should not attend the Council, Mr. Shanti S, Boy said that unless 
the expression was withdrawn the Opposition would exercise its constitutional right 
and call for division on every amendment. 

Freedom op Press Curbed 

Opposition was then concentrated in connexion with the further discussion 
of the bill to the clause in the Bill relating to the “publication of certain matters 
in the press. The clause in question gives power to the Local Government to pro- 
hibit publication in the press of “any class of information which, in the opinion of 
the Local Government, tends to create an atmosphere favourable to the gaining 
of adherence to the terrorist movement.” The clause also empowers prohibition of 
names, designation etc., disclosing the identity of any witness in trials before special 
courts without the permission of the Commissioners or of the Special Magistrates 
or of the Local Government. 

Mr. S, C. Boy Chaudhury, on behalf of the opposition, moved a motion for the 
deletion of the above clause which was, however, lost by 61 votes to 17. Another 
amendment to delete the first part of the clause with regard to the publication of 
news held to be objectionable by the Government was similarly negatived by a 
majority of 58 votes to 15, 

The opposition view was that such legislation would curb the freedom of the 
press and was liable to abuse. They cited in this connexion the alleged interference 
with regard to the publication of the Division List in the press in connexion with 
the earlier discussion of the present Bill. 

Replying to the debate, the Home Member said the clause was intended to prevent 
the kind of publication which held convict terrorists or terrorists under detention 
as persons praiseworthy who deserved sympathy of the general public. Thet was 
the sort of thing against which the clause was directed with a view to prevent the 
youthful mind being carried away into a kind of perverted hero worship. 

8th. MARCH : — The question of the privileges of the press in the matter of 
publication of proceedings of the legislature was raised by Mr. S, S. Boy in connec- 
tion with the press clause by an amendment providing that the local Government 
shall not prohibit publication of proceedings or part thereof of the British Parlia- 
ment, the Indian legislature and the local legislatures in India. 

Replying, the Home Member, Mr. B, N. Reid, said the Government had no 
intention of taking these powers in oder to prohibit the publication of these proceed- 
ings. But it seemed to him that the tabling of these amendments amounted to an 
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admission that tho publication of prooceclinpis of tho IcKislaturea mifrht ba ,t= a 
could be used in such a way as to excite sympathy with tho terrorist move^nf 
the very thing that the Governnaent was out to check. Government fully roal^pS 
privilege the members of tho legislatures possessed within tho walls of the w 
but what they wanted to check was publication of those privileged 'utteranens 
irresponsiblo press in such a manner as to poison the minds of youne’ men 
Home Member added that it was yory_ easy with all tho tricks of the ioarnalisp! 
trade, by leaded headlines, by tactical juxtaposition, by omission and additions v,A 
and there, entirely to misrepresent statements made on tho floor of tho Honsn ■ 
perfectly good faith and without (ho slightest intention that they should he 

in the way wo can see they may bo used’. Tho Homo Member opposed the amLd- 
merit which was lost by 65 votes to 13. 

Six divisions, all of which were negatived by a largo majority, took place in con- 
neotion with tho resumption of discussion on amendments to the clausa relating fn 
the press. The strength of tho Opposition varied from IG to 21 and that 
vernment from G5 to 48. 

After nearly four hours’ debate tho ITouho accepted the clause relating to fb. 
press with certain modifications accepted by tho Homo Member, empower ng 
GovernmciH to prohibit publication m any newspaiior of any class of informat on 
which in the opinion of tho local Govorrinricnt tends to cxcito sympathy with nr 
BeciiTo adherence to the terrorist movement, ^ ^ 

The House, also, accepted the second part of the clause which stated that neither 
tho name nor desi| 2 :nation, nor any words, or visible rcprcflcntations diaclosinV 
the identity of any witness in a trial before the special courts shall, without the 
permission of the commissionors or special magistrates or tho local Government ha 
published in any newspaper. ’ 

Oppobxtton Walk-out 

At 7 P. M, the deputy President, who ocowpied tho chair, intimated that the 
House would sit till 8 p. M. when Mr. N, K. Basu, Opposition leader, pointed out 
that m the absence of previous intimation to sit late at night it would not be con- 
venient for him to do so and he, followed by some Oppositionists, left the chamber. 
The clauses dealing with forfeiture of press security were passed in quick succession 
m their absence. after Khan Bahadur Abdul Momcn having left tho cham- 

ber with some Muslim friends, tho deputy President adjourned the House. 

Night Sitting op the Council 

9fch. MARCH :---ThQ Council had tho unusual experience of having a night sit- 
ting at 9-30 0 clock, after it was adjourned at tho usual hour in tho evening. This 
unusual course was adopted to rush through the final Htages of tho Criminal Law 
Amendment Bill. The procedure is often adopted by the rfouso of Commons, and 
was once fo lowed by the pro-Reform Imperial Council, when the Rowlatt Bill was 

^ u midnight and tho late Sir Surendranath Banerjee, 

who had the habit of going to bed early, protested vehemently against this unusual 
course. 

Before adjourning at 7 p. m., the Council disposed of 40 amendments, all of 
which were defeated by a large majority. There were 130 amendments to bo disposed 
of. An unsuccessful attempt was made to limit tho life of tho measure to five 

permanently on the statute book as contemplated by the 
bill. Tl^ non-omcials opined that a measure like this would bo a blob on tho statute 
^ok i^d hamper the working of the new constitution, Replying to this, Mr. B. N, 
Beid, Home Member, found it diflicult to sco the close connection between the ques- 
tion of malnag this measure perraanenb and the new constitution as the measure 
was dirwted against the terrorist movement which, in his opinion, had no connec- 
tion with the new constitution. ' 

B^uming the BesBion at 9-30 p. m. tho Council sat till midnight disposing of 40 
amendments in the courso of which the non-olHcials challenged four divisions on their 
own am^dments none of vmich were accepted and opposed two amendments moved 

which were ultimately carried by a substantial majority. 
pUimately the House accepted the clause in the bill empowering a district magistrate 
to regulate the conduct and restrict the movements of persons under 21 years of age 
wh^ th^ were saspected to have consorted with terrorist associations. 

+• discussing an amendment on the clause which provided realisa- 

orders passed by the 

Histxict Magistrate upon their wards in this connection when it was adjourned. 
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10th, MARCH The Council resumed discussion to-day sitting from 1^30 a. m. 
till 2 p, m., and had not finished consideration when it adjourned till 6-30 in tne 
evening. Good progress was» however, made in the morning session, leaving only 
24 amendmenta to be disposed of before the third reading took place. 

The Oppositionists challenged four divisions, three on their amendments w men 
were lost, and one on the amendment of the Home Member, which was carrieu. 

With the assent of the Home Member, the House accepted certain amen dmeiats 
of the Opposition, the effect of one of which was to delete the provision from ine m 
which made special provisions for recording evidence in trials be^re special magis- 
trates. The Council was discussing an amendment of the Home Member on tUe ^ 
clause of the bill providing penalty for possession of proscribed j 

literature encouraging people to commit murder and violence when it was aajour e 

till 6-30 in the evening. , . . . 

Within half an hour of the sitting, the Opposition challenged a divu^on on an 
amendment for deletion of the clause in the bill providing realisation of Une, irora 
parents or guardians, imposed on their wards, who were on the border 
of terrorism, for violating the orders restricting their movements. The ameucime 

was lost by 48 votes to 17. , • • - 

Opposing the amendment, the Hotyie Member said that this provision anorum 

inducement to guardians or parents to exercise proper control over their 

they knew that failure to do so would make them liable for fines imposed on their 

wards. It would thus bring home to guardians and parents their 

the matter. It would also avoid the necessity of sending these youthful onenders to 

prison which was not desirable in such cases, if it could be avoided. 

The original clauss in the bill was carried without oppositiOQ* 

Detenus’ Allowance 

The House then accepted fthe amendment of the Home Memto by 62 votes to 20, 
leaving the question of granting allowances to the fapily of detenus to the dis- 
cretion of the local Government, in place of the unanimous recommendation of the 
Select Committee, making the payment of such allowances obligatory on the locai 

^°It^w^s^s\ated bv Mr. S. K Roy, Addl. Secretary, Political Department, that by 
this amendment Goverument did not propose to reduce the allowances already f^ade 
or to set up a different standard. But cases had occurred when members of a lamiiy 
of a detenue receiving such allowances from Government had been found to be 
taking part in subversive activities. And it was to deal with ^ 

power proposed was required. 

Member, for adoption of the Criminal Law Amendment Bill, ^ 

Leader, opposing said that this measure was not the first of its kind to deal wi n 
the menace of terrorism. For several years past measures ^^^d been adopted by the 
(^vSnment to deal with the situation but it did not appear t^hat the sitnation had 
been properly grappled with or the mischief to deal with which powers had already 
been taken by Government had been removed, if the past be any indication o 
what was going to happen in the future, then there did not appear much 
of success of this extraordinary measure. On the other hand, 
provisions which made large encroachments on the ordinary liberti^ 
apart from affecting persons who were real criminals, with the rpult that it would 

create discontent in the land. What was wanted was that Government measures 

should not only try to meet the crime, the revolutionary ^danger, but should also 
to create coufidence and trust in the public mind, but it did not appear that 
anv had been made to create that amount of public con ndence. 

^Mr. Shanti SJiekhareswar Boy, supporting Mr. Baau, that whatever “'8^ 

be the voting strength of the Hindu members of the House, the feelmg of the 
Hindu community outside the House was totally ^mnst this measure. He hoped 

aT the £y would soon come when it woul(f be impossible for a bureaucratie 

Government to pass such a “dark measure” through the ’^^ether 

BTffino- nf the Council in the dark hours of midnight. He did not buot wneintr 

the Division List had nob been allowed to be published in the Press at the 
of those who supported the measure. But if that was so, he would leave it to the 
House to sav whether there was free voting on this question. 

Dr N G Sen Gupta could only hope that the day would come when the pack 
of cards’ would blown into the air and the “Wonderland” would disappe^. 
But if that did not happen, he would ask the Home Member to m^e India h 
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own after ho had retired and livo under the administration of this A,<t m t-j- 
and know what “Wonderland” it had produced. The Bill wa. uliimXi, iLd k 
61 votes to 16 . ^ ^ 


VOTIKO ON BudGJET DEMANDS 

12th. MARCH r—Thc’Oouncil commonced diflcnssion on the idomand for bude^Af 
grants and voted without a cut the entire Bum of Es. 86,84,000 for Land 
on the motion of Sir Oharu Ohandcr Ghosc. About 90 motions were tabled ehW 
for reduction or refuflal Jin connection with the demand of wlaich only a few wpta 
discussed and lost without a division, while other cut motions were guillotined ^ 


13th* MARCH The Council to-day voted in quick Ruccession the entire demand 
of the Minister for Local 8i:lf-Goviirn merit for Es. 10,46,000 for Excise of the 
Finance Member for Es. 4,92,000 for Stamps and of Sir A. K. ’ Leader 

of the House, for Es. 7,87,000 for Forest, defeating a cut motion under the last head', 

14th. MARCH The Council to-day passed the domancls of the Education Minister 
for Bs. 17,16,000 for registration and of the Finance Member for Es. 5000 for scheduled 
taxes defeating all cut motions. The ITouho rejected by 45 to 21 votes a non-official 
cut in connection with the demand of the Irrigation Member for Es. 30,30 000 for 
irrigation and had not concluded discuBBion when it adjourned. ’ ’ 


15th. MARCH The Council to-day passed the demand of Sir A. K. Ghuznavi 
for Bs, 30,30,000 for irrigation and of the Finance Member for Bs. 1,000 for “inter. 
C8t on other obligations”. ’ 

In connection with the demand of the Homo Member for General Administration 
the House rejected the motion of Kazt Emdadul lluq for reduction of the grant of 
Bb. 45,140 under the head “Staff and household of the Gov('.rnor^8 band establish- 
ment” by Bs. 9,140. The House also negatived the motion of Mr. N, K. Bslsu urging 
reduction in the size of Executive Council. The same Member’s cut motion, in which 
he stated the undesirability of appointting High Court .Tudgos to Executive Council 
to fill vacancies was being discussed when the House adjourned. 

16th. MARCH The Council to-day voted the entire demand of the Home 
Member for Bs, 98,14,000 foFexpenditure under the head General Administration. The 
House, without a division, roiected the cut motion of Mr. AT. IT. Basu, iLeader of 
the Opposition, stressing the ^‘undesirability of appointing High Court Judges to the 
Executive Council”. Mr. N. K. Basil urged that such a course might impair the 
independence of the Judiciary in the minds of the public and tho aHsistanco, which 
such Executive Councillors might give to tho Governor in political matiors would be 
inadequate, because Judges, while on the Bench, wore supposed to bo not in touch 
with the political situation of tho country. 

Beplying, the referred to tho similar practice obtaining in other 

provinces and said that there was nothing to show that sui^h appointments had either 
impaired the efficiency of the Bench or tho Local Government had not received 
proper assistance from suc^h mombora, He hardly believed that such appointments, 
which were not regular things and which wore seldom made permanent, could really 
impair the efficiency of tho Judiciary, 

As regards the question whether retired High Court Judges could give adequate 
advice to His LxccUency the Governor, the Homo Member said that it was a fallaci- 
ous argument to assume that a High Court Judge lived in a world of his own and 
he knew nothing of what was going on around him. After all, it stood to reason 
that an officer who had sat on the Bench, would bring to boar on all matters in hla 
work as Executive Councillor his balanced judgment, As stated, tho ‘cut’ motion 
was lost. 

Tilt potions were moved in connection with the salaries of Ministers, one by 
Mr, JV. A. J^su for a refusal of tho demand of Ministers’ salaries and the other by 

suggested a ‘cut’ of Bs. 100. Mr. Basu prefaced by saying 
that his motion was an economic cut and ho wanted Ministers to forego their salaries 
lor tne year, when the President remarked that it was doubtful whether the Govern- 
ment of India Act contemplated Ministers without salaries. Mr. Basu then with- 
drew his motion. Mr. Gupta then moved his ‘token cut' saying that it was an 
economic cut, when the President explained the significance of his cut, which 
amounted to a vote of no-confidence , Mr. Gupta also withdrevr his motion. 
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MARCH : —The Council to-day voted the demand of Sir C. 0. Ghose for 
Es. 74,40,000 for Administration of Justice. The cut motion of Mr. N. K, Basu, the 
Opposition Leader, referring to “absence of High Court Judges'’ from court 'without 
leave, which Mr. Basu said was principally responsible for the accumulation of 
arrears of worfc, was lost without a division. Another cut motion by the same Mern- 
ber, criticising the revised scale of charges for the preparation of paper books in 
second appeals, was negatived by 43 to 36 votes. 

19th. MARCH : — The House voted the Horne Member’s demand for grant of Es. 
43,08,000 for jails and convict settlement defeating the cut motion of Mr. S, S, Roy 
for discussing the treatment of detenus and political prisoners, by 63 votes to 14. 

The question of appointing a board of non-official visitors from Bengal with a 
view to see the state of affairs obtaining at the Deoli Detention Camp was stressed 
by the non-official members during the discussion of Mr. S. S. Roy’s token cut. 

The Home Member said there was a board of local gentlemen who visited the 
Deoli Jail regularly and it was rather difficult to arrange for a board from Bengal 
to go there periodically. He added that every endeavour was made to see that the 
detenus got the kind of food they were accustomed to in this province.^ 

The Police Department then came in for a good deal of adverse criticism at the 
hands of non-officials when Mr, R. N. Reid moved for the grant for police. Dr. Amulya 
Ratan Ghose pleaded for replacing European Sergeants by Indian ^ Sergeants. He 
also alleged that police had been unable to check the Goonda activities. Syed Majid 
Baksh declared that more retrenchment should have been effected by reducing the 
pay and allowances of police officers. Mr. S, M, Bose called attention to the sole 
monopoly of non-Bengalis in the lower ranks of police services and urged preferential 
employment of Bengalis, He complained that it was not sufficient to say that there 
was no bar to the recruitment of Bengalis. Mr. Bose called attention to the Madras 
police efficiency and demanded that Bengal police should be manned by Bengalis. 
Discussion in the police budget was not over when the Council adjonrnea. 

Goyebnment’s Education Policy 

20th. MARCH An official pronouncement on the educational aims of Govern- 
ment was made on the floor of the Connell by Hon. Khwaja Naziinuddiny Miuistet 
of Education, in the course of the budget debate on education. 

Moving that a sum of Rs. 1,08,45,000 be granted for Bengal, the Education 
Minister explained that the demand for 1934-35 exceeded the budget estimate for 
the preceding year by Rs. 1,39,000 but the present was not the time to embark upon 
schemes involving large expenditure. University grants remained substantially 
the same and grants to non-Goveromental colleges were partially restored. 

After referring to certain features of the budget, Mr. Nazimuddin said that, 
in his budget speech, last year he had dwelt at some length on two matters which 
were then novel, viz., partial introduction of the Primary Education Act into certain 
districts of Bengal and the establishment of a training centre for physical education 
in Calcutta. Both these schemes had progressed with complete success. From next 
month, district school boards would be established in certain districts of Bengal and 
the establishment of a training centre for physical education in Calcutta. Both 
these schemes had progressed with complete success. From next month, district 
school boards would be established in certain districts of Bengal and the control of 
primary education would virtually be transferred to them. 

The Minister, continuing, referred to the Educational Conference held at Govern- 
ment House towards the end of last year. This Conference, he said, had reached 
general agreement on some controversial questions, particularly those relating to the 
appointment of a Secondary Education Board and the necessity of undertaking ^ an 
educational survey of the province. It was true that the Government were think- 
ing of introducing a bill for the improvement of secondary education in Bengal 
with a statutory board of secondary education, but there was considerable difference 
of opinion in the province on the question whether there should be one or two 
boards. During the course of discussions at the Conference, representatives of the 
Calcutta University in their individual capacity agreed that the entire control over 
secondary education might be handed over to the Secondary Board including the 
prescribing of syllabus and holding of the matriculation examination. This svas a 
step in the right_ direction. The Secondary Board would be able to devote its entire 
time and attention to the improvement of secondary education in Bengal and the 
present dual control and its necesssiy disadvantages would be removed and the 
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entire system of education would be guided by one policy. A second resolution 
passed by the conference had dealt with an equally important question. It had 
requested the Government to take immediate steps for Imaking an educational survey 
of the province. The basic principle underlying this resolution was equitable distri- 
bution of high schools throughout the province. One of the general reasons why 
secondary education in Bengal was getting a bad name was due to the fact that 
while, in some areas, there were too many schools, in others there were none. 

Some people had deliberately misunderstood the Government and had been giving 
out that Government wanted to restrict their facilities for secondary education. 
Nothing was farther from the truth. The hope of the Govern mpt was that every 
high school should be an economically self-contained unit, teaching the maximum 
number of students and possessing adequate facilities and equipment and teaching 
staff. The Conference was of opinion that the only way to deal with this question 
was to have a survey made of the entire province. The Government hoped to take 
up this question in right earnest in the near future. At the present time of 
economic distress and stringency, it was not possible to find money for new schemes, 
but this was just the time to go ahead with the preparation of schemes, so that as 
soon as money was available, they could be put into efiect without delay. Public 
opinion on this question must be strongly focussed with them as the task of amalga- 
mation and abolition of existing high schools would be strongly resented by inte- 
rested parties but the time had come when they had to face facts_ and drastic steps 
had to be taken for the improvement of the system of education in Bengal. 

There was another important aspect of this question on which the Government 
were concentrating their attention, namely, the provision of some kind of vocational 
education at every stage, so that they might divert a number of young men who 
would find it more profitable to take up their specialised study or some kind of 
vocation, instead of going on with higher education. This would only restrict the 
number of those who would go up for higher education, but might also make 
employment easier. 

21st. MARCH Eesuming his unfinished speech on his motion for Education 
grant, Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin adverted to the problem of ^ education of women 
and girls. “It is singularly unfortunate,” declared the Minister, “that this persis- 
tent demand from the other sex for more and better ways of education comes at a 
time when the purse strings of the Government must be held so tight, but we shall 
try our utmost to use our resources to the best advantage and to plan wisely for 
the future, when money may not be so hard to get.” Government, he said, contem- 
plated having an advisory board of women to advise them as to the way they 
should proceed in regard to the problem of female education. Continuing, Mr, 
Nazimuddin laid stress on concentration of Government’s attention on training of 
teachers of both sexes. He expressed the hope that the educational needs of 
Bengal from all points of view would be met by the Government as soon as 
finances improved, 

Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, by a cut of Es. 100, protested against the proposal 
to drop university reform and amendment of the Calcutta University Act. He 
charged Government with succumbing to interested agitation and putting off every 
necessary reforms in the direction. He charged the Calcutta University with 
imparting an education which did not help young men to stand on their own feet 
and help them to start life. He opined that without vocational education of some 
sort, the purpose of University education would be lost. The speaker asked the 
Education Minister if Government intended doing anything real or substantial in 
the direction of reforming the University. He complained that the various comm- 
unities had not been properly represented on the University and urged that the 
University must be of a national and not communal character. 

]\dr. A. F. Rahman averred that the Calcutta University education did not come 
up to the level expected by the people. He found the University guilty of failure 
exercising any control over its constituent college. Mr. Rahman, recalling the 
arguments put forward at the Government House Education Conference of 
November last, emphasised that Calcutta was becoming over-crowded and urged that 
the Government and the University should think of locating colleges outside the 
city. He also drew attention to the lack of co-ordination between colleges in post- 
graduate study. 

Mr, Shyamaprasad MuJeherjee (Calcutta University) explained the attitude of the 
University and declared that the University had always been anxious to effect 
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reform, but could not do so without legislative action. As regards the Secondary 
Education Board. Mr. Mukherjee said that the University was at once with 
Government, but asked why Government had been holding up papers in this con- 
nection for over five years. He referred to the Government House Conference of 
last November and recalled that the University had made it clear that it had no 
objection to the proposed Board, but wanted a compensatory grant. For himself, 
he wished the reform to be effected quickly, because the present dual control was a 
nuisance. Mr. Mukherjee declared that it would be ridiculous to expect them to 
solve difficulties and problems which had defied distinguishei educationists for years. 
It was impossible for the University, constituted as it was, to effect reforms in all 
directions as it had to deal with Secondary, University and Post-Graduate 
education. Mr. Mukherjee laid stress on the need for Bengali being made the 
medium of instruction and held that, however beautiful it might be, English was, 
after all, a foreign language to them. The need of the hour was not so much the 
reorganisation and democratisation of the University (important as the question was ) 
as the need for spending a larger amount of educational expenses in Bengal. As 
regards communal representation, Mr. Mukherjee declared that 90 per cent of the 
students in the University were Hindus and only 12 per cent Mahomedans. Was it 
to be wondered that Hindu representation was larger? He ridiculed the criticism 
regarding the so-called communal character of the University and told Mussalmans 
to pay to the University as generously as Hindus. 

Maulvi Azi%,-ul-Haqm declared that, proud as he was of his alma mater^ he 
ought to say that the entire Muslim community had no confidence in it. He com- 
plained that Islamic study aad culture did not loom large in the curricula, although 
many years had gone by since Muslims had urged their claims in this behalf. If 
Muslims had not contributed largely to the University Funds, it was because the 
University did not cater to their needs. 

Dr, Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta deprecated the communal turn given to the 
debate and declared that the question was not one of communal representation, but 
of efficient education. He would not be satisfied with piecemeal reforms. 

After a few more speeches, including one by the Minister, who expressed 
his sympathy for the demand to effect reforms, the entire grant was put and 
agreed to. 

22nd. MARCH The Council to-day voted the demands of Sir B, P. Singh 
Roy, Minister for Local Self-Government for Rs, 41,42,0(X) for Medical and 
35,86,000 for Public Health and was discussing the demand of Nawab K, G. M, 
Farogui for Rs. 21,87,000 for Agriculture when the House adjourned. 

In connection with the grant for Public Health, non-official members by a 
‘token cut’ urged the Minister to fight for more funds under the head andf if 
necessary float a loan to carry on the activities of the department with a view to 
ensuring better health in the Province. After some discussion the cut motion was 
withdrawn and the original demand was voted. 

Replying to a cut motion, Sir B,P. Singh Roy assured the House that the Govern- 
ment were fully alive to the seriousness of the problem and doing its utmost under 
the present circumstances, la fact, he added, during the last ten years the Public 
Health grant had nearly doubled its amount. 

23rd. MARCH “The shyness of the Bengal Bhadralog youths to take 
to industrial career is gradually wearing off and even graduates are coming forward 
in large numbers to receive industrial training”, stated Kawah K, Q. M, Farogui, 
Minister, when the demand for Rs. 11,33.000 under the head Industries was passed. 

The Minister added, since the operation of the scheme, 404 youths received 
practial training, 156 having found employment. The House voted Rs. 21,87,000 
for agriculture and Rs. 82,82,(X)0 for civil works. 

The Finance Member'^s demand for Rs. 2,17,000 for miscellaneous departments 
was also sanctioned. An ambitious programme for covering the whole of Bengal 
with a network of highways was announced by Sir B, P. Singh Roy, Minister, in 
reply to a cut motion calling attention of the Government to the policy of dis- 
tribution of money to the Road Development Board. The House at this stage 
adjourned till the 24tfa, March, when after passing the remaining butget demanda 
it adjourned sine die. 
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Proceedings of the C ouacil 

BUDGET SESSION--MADRA3-mh. FEBRUARY to 24th. MAROE 1934 


The Budget Session of the Madras Legislative' Council opened at Madras on the 
January 1934, Under the presidency of Hon. Mr. Ramchandra Reddi. 
At question time Sir Mahomed Usman, Home Member, stated that the Govern- 
ment had issued a circular to the effect that, while Government servants should put 
no obstacle in the way of Mahatma Gandhi^s tour and should do nothing to inter- 
fere with non-officials^ who wished to welcome Mahatma Gandhi or show sympathy 
for the cause of Harijan uplift their participation in meetings and demonstrations in 
connection with his visit was improper. 

Buttermilk to Prisoners 

20th. JANUARY :-;-That all ‘C’ class prisoners in jail should be given butter- 
milk as part of the their diet, was the demand repeatedly made by non -official 
members in the Council to-day. 

Answering a question Sir M. Krisknan Nair, Law Member, stated that the 
Government had passed orders to the effect that buttermilk would not be included 
in the diet of ‘C’ class prisoners. The Government, however, had not stated their 
reasons for coming to that conclusion in the order, but had plenty of reasons for 
the same. One of the reasons was that the number of civil dfisobedience prisoners 
on whose behalf alone this demand had been made had fallen considerably in number 
at the end of 1933, being roughly about 160. 

A series of ® supplementary questions followed replying to which Sir Krishnan 
Nair stated that if the number of civil disobedience prisoners increased the Govern- 
ment would consider the question again. 

Revenue Remission 

31 it JANUARY In spite of official opposition, the Council after a full day^s 
discussion carried this evening, by 59 votes to 2l, the non^official resolution recom- 
mending the Government to grant 25 per cent remission in the existing rate of 
assessment on all ‘ryotwari’ lauds irrespective of wet or dry in the presidency during 
the fasli^ 1343. 

The Revenue Member opposing the motion referred to the remissions already 
granted to ryots as was necessary to relieve them from economic depression, lie 
observed that Government would be setting a bad precedent if they allowed a 
high standard of concessions. ^ Reorganisation of trade and proper marketing of 
commodities, he opined, might improve the conditions of agriculturists and added 
that special provisions were made for the relief of those who suffered from cyclone 
and floods. The Council then adjourned till the 2l0t. February. ^ 

Budget Estimates Presented 

21st FEBRUARY : — Sir Hopetoun Stolces was cheered when he announced in 
the Council to-day in the course of his budget speech that the revenue estimates for 
1934-35^ would close with a surplus of Rs, 4,46,000 and the Government proposed 
to retain this in their bands against unforeseen demands. The revised estimates for 
1933-34 were expected to close with a small surplus of Rs. 61,000. 

Referring to the proposal for reintroduction of cut in salaries the Finance 
Member observed that the Government had not seen their way to accept the sugges- 
tions which had been urged not only in the Council but in the press as the 
Government had ^ given a^ pledge that the measure was an extraordinary and 
exceptional one adopted in the presence of financial difficulties so great as to 
amount to a national emergency, that it was a temporary expedient to which 
recourse would be had only so long as it was absolutely necessary and that relief 
fpm cut in salaries would take the first place when improvement in the finances 
should render this possible. 
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General Discussion of Budget 

23rd. FEBRUARY: — The general discussion on the budget commenced in the 
Council to-day. Speakers generally criticised the Government for not reimposing 
the salary cut on Government servants and complained of inadequacy of relief 
given to ryots. The member from Coimbatore who initiated the discussion complained 
taxation and wasteful expenditure. The taxation in this province, he said, had 
never been limited to its needs and always been in excess of requirements. He 
suggested appointment of a small expert committee with experienced persons like 
Sir Norman Marjoribanks to do work on the lines of the Thomas Committee in 
Bombay to effect improvement in administration and retrenchment in expenditure. 
The member from South Ganara pleaded for a well laid out plan for economic 
development of the province and urged the Government to see to it that the tax- 
paying capacity of the people was developed. 


24tli. FEBRUARY : — General discussion of the Budget was resumed to-day. 
Mr. J. K, Meilierell^ European Constituency, said that the financial position of the 
province did not warrant reimpoaition of salaries cut of the provincial and 
subordinate staff. Mr. Basheer Ahined complained that the money realised through 
articles such as silver, silk, etc. smuggled from the French territory adjoining 
Madras^ presently filled the coffers of the Government of India, while it ought to 
be credited to the account of the Madras Government. 

The Raja of Parlakemedi, while congratulating the Finance Member for present- 
ing a balanced budget with a small surplus, felt that the relief granted to ryots 
w^ inadequate and suggested re-imposition of protective tariff and regulating prices 
with a view to help agriculturists in realising reasonable return for their produce. 


8tli. MARCH : — A proposal to change the hours, of meeting of the Council 
from 2 p, m. to 6 p. m, was made by a non-offlcial member to-day during the 
discussion of certain draft amendments to the standing orders of the Council as 
modified by the select committee of the House. 

Dr, Subbaroyan, leader of the Opposition, supporting, said that the change would 
facilitate party work. Most of the mofussil members were opposed to the change as 
unsuitame. Mr. F. Birley, leader of the European group, welcomed the change but 
preferred the hours being fixed between 6 and 10 in the morning as that would suit 
the members of the business community. 

Sir Mahomed Usman, leader of the House, said that as there was no unanimity 
among the non-official members regarding the hours of sitting, the best time to 
enect a change would be when the new Council came into existence. 

The amendment was lost without division. 


Madras Co-Operative Societies Amend. Bill 

march '“—The Council passed to-day without any Idiscusalon the bill fur- 
tha Madras Oo-operatiye Societies Act, 1932, sponsored by the Minis- 
ter of Development. The bill .provided for carrying on the normal work of co-opera- 
tive societies and preventing stagnation during the period of superccssion. 

Grievances of Political Prisoners 

20tli. MARCH Despite repeated replies from the Government that after careful 
consideration they had decided that the supply of buttermilk to “C” class prisoners 
was not necessary the question was again raised to-day in the Council by a cut 
motion when the Jail grant was under discussion. ^ 

0^ Mr. P. Narayana Menon, a 
Moplah rebellion prisoner, who, it was pointed out, had been in jail for fourteen 

Member should secure his .release even as an 
act of grace before he laid down his office, 

K 1 .^ -'m® '^^•abar said that the jail administration of the province was far 
behind other civilised countries. Condemning the system of convict warders he siid 
that m no other country in the world such a system existed. 

Ihe Daw Meinber having replied the cut motion was withdrawn. 

amouneSr^Es i'!52,94!iw!‘'° P°'‘®® ‘‘‘l^^'istratloii 

: replying to the criticisms of the police administration said 
that af he defended the police activities during the time of civil disobedience it 
was because he was convinced that the police were in the right. “'^f^^eaience, it 

24 
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Eeferring to a plea for the abolition of the Malabar special police as a measure 
of retrenchment, the Home Member said that this could not be done in view of 
the circumstances under which it was established. 

Education and Communalism 

22nd. MARCH :--“If India was to be a united nation, her children to whatever 
community they belonged should be taught in common schools, and separate schools 
should not be demanded”, said Dr. Suhbaroyan, the Opposition leader, supporting the 
Champion Scheme relating to consolidation and concentration of elementary educa- 
tion, which was opposed by some members of the minority communities, during the 
discussion on education grant to-day, The speaker hoped that the Minister would 
not yield to the clamour of oppositionists in regard to the scheme. 

Sir A. P. Patro said that unless the spirit of communalism and compart- 
mentalism was buried and unless they be imbued with the spirit of nationalism, the 
future reforms would not be a success. The speaker thought that the Champion 
Scheme of education was unworkable to rural areas. 

The Raja of Bobbilh Chief Minister, replying said that Government were of opinion 
that the Champion Scheme ought to be given a fair chance, and in doing so the 
interests of no community should be sacrificed. He added that the proposal to 
amend the elementary Education Act was under consideration of the Government, 
and one of the provisions of the Bill was for the Government to take power in 
education of particular areas. The entire demand was voted. 

Co-operative Land Mortgage Bank Bill 

23rd. MARCH r—The House passed without division the third reading of the Bill 
to facilitate working of co-operative land mortgage banks in the Presidency. The Bill 
provided long term loans to owners of lands to enable them to discharge their debts 
and to carry out agricultural improvements and other like purposes thereby promoting 
thrift and self-help among them. The Local Government guarantee interest payable 
on debentures issued by the Central Land Mortgages Bank. 

The House voted supplementary grants of both reserved and transferred depart- 
ments of the Government aggregating to nearly four lakhs. 

Governor on White Paper 

24th. MARCH The announcement of the extension of life of the Madras 
Council by one year from November next and an appeal to the hon. members and 
public generally to view the White Paper proposals and base their judgment on 
them as a whole and not piecemeal were the chief features of the GovernoPs 
address to the Council this afternoon. Eegarding the extension of life of the 
Council the Governor said : 'Owing to the uncertainty of the situation as regards 
when the Reforms will come into operation I have decided that the hon. members 
of this Council and the presidency generally shall not be subjected to expense and 
disturbance that a general election must necessarily entail and the life of this 
Council will be extended by one year from November next^ 

Turning to the White Paper he said : T intend to make only one reference to 
the White Paper which I consider to be sabjudice at the moment. It is of course 
easy to pick out a sentence here and a proposal there and by these means condemn 
it. But I would ask the hon. members and the public generally to view the propo- 
sals and base their judgment on them as a whole and not piecemeal.’^ 

Among the other matters touched by his Excellency was the appointment of an 
officer on special temporary duty from March 1 to study rice trade in the presi- 
dency to collect information and accurate data on the various points connected 
therewith. The materials collected by this office will be useful to the provincial 
marketing officer and the marketing board which the Government propose to 
appoint early next financial year. His Excellency hoped it would thus be possible 
to effect substantial improvement in the marketing of agricultural produce and mini- 
mise thereby the effect on the agriculturist of the recent severe fall in prices and 
also aid the general economic recove^ of the province. 

After the Governor’s address the House proceeded to discuss the budget demands. 

Vigorous protests were entered epecially by the Catholic Christian members 
against the Government giving aid for birth control methods when the Chief Minis- 

for public health grant which was fully made after 
which the remaining items of the budget were put from the chair and passed. The 
Council was then prorogued. 



THE BOMBAY LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

LIST OF MEMBERS 


1 Abdul Latif Haji Khan, Khan 

Bahadur 

2 AchrekaEj Mr. Atmaeam 

Bhimaji 

3 Allahbahsh walad Khan 

Saheb Haji Mahomed Umar, 
Khan Bahadur 

4 Ambedkar, Dr. B. E. 

5 Aminuddin, Mr. Saiyid 

6 Angadi, Eao Bahadur S. N. 

7 Arbuthnot, Mr. C. W. E , 

8 Asavale, Eao Bahadur Eam- 

chandra Santuram 

9 Bakhale, Mr. R. R. 

10 Bangi, Mr. Abdul Kadir 

Jamaluddin 

11 Baxter, Mr, N. B. 

12 The Honourable Sir Shah 

Nawaz Khan Ghulaivi Khan 
Bhutto {Afinisier for Local Self- 
Govt.) 

13 Bhutto, Mr. Wadero Nabibu- 

XSH 

14 Bijarani, Khan Bahadur Sher 

Muha]mmad Khan Karam Khan ! 

15 Biradar, Sardar Mahaboobali 

Khan Mohamed Akear Khan 

16 Bole. Eao Bahadur Sitaram 

Keshav 

17 Bullocke, Mr. Alfred Guy 

Greyille 

18 Chtkodi, Mr. P. R. 

19 Chitale, Eao Bahadur Ganesh 

Krishna i 

20 Clayton, Mr. H. B. i 

21 CoLLAco, Dr. J. a. 

22 CousENS, Mr. H. J. M 

23 Daulatrao Jayramrao Zunza- 

RRAO, Mr. 

24 Dehlavi, the Honourable Sir 

Ali Mahomed Khan, {President) 

25 Desai, Rao Saheb Bhagwandas 

Girdhardas 

26 Desai, Mr. Hanmantro Ram 

rao 

27 Desai, Mr. Shankarapra Basa- 

LINGAPPA 

28 Dhalumal Lilaram, Mr. 

29 Dixit, Dr. M. K. 

30 D^douza, Dr. Joseph Alban 

31 Freke, Mr. C. G. 

32 Gangoli, Mr. Ganapati Subrao 

33 Garrett, Mr. j. H. 


34 Gazder, Mr. Mahomed Hashim 

35 Ghulam Hyder Shah Sahib- 

DiNO Shah, Mr, 

36 Ghulam Nabi Shah Moujali 

Shah, Khan Bahadur 

37 Gilder, Dr. Manchersha 
Dhanjibhai 

38 Gokhale, Mr Laxman Raghu- 

nath 

39 Cover Rora, Mr. 

40 Graves, Mr. J. B. 

41 Humphrey. Mr. John 

42 Jam Jan Mahomedkhan walad 

JAM Mahomed Sharif, Sar- 
dar Bahadur 

43 Jan Mahomed Khan 'walad 

Khan Bahadur Shah Passand 
Khan, Khan Bahadur. 

44 JiTEKAR, Mr. Haji Ibrahim 

45 Jog, Mr. Vishwanathrao Na- 

RAYAN 

46 Jones, Major W Ellis 

47 Kalbhore, Rao Bahadur Gan- 

GAJIRAO MUKUNDRAO 

48 Kale, Rao Bahadur Raoji 

Ramchandra 

49 Kamat, Mr B. S. 

50 The Honourable Dewan Ba- 

hadur Siddappa Toxappa Kam- 
BLl {Minister for Agriculture) 

51 Karbhari, Mr. Manchershaw 

Manekji 

52 Khuhro, Khan Bahadur Mu- 

hammad Ayub Shah Muham- 
mad 

53 Knight, Mr. H. F. 

54 Kulkarni, Rao Saheb Pandu- 

rang Dnyaneshwar 

55 Madan, Mr. j. a. 

56 Madhavsang Jorbhai, Mr. 

57 Matcheswalla, Mr. Gulam- 

Hussain Ebrahim 

58 Maxwell, Mr. R. M. 

59 Meherbaksh, Khan Bahadur 

S. 

60 Mehta, Mr. Manilal Harilal 

61 Mitha, Mr. Mahomed Suleman 

Cassum 

62 Modak, Rev. R. s. 

63 Modi, Sardar Davar Temuras 
Kavasji 



188 

64 More, Mr. Jayawant Ghana- 

sham 

65 Sardar Rao Bahadur Bhima- 

BHAI RANCHHODJI NAUC 

66 Namdeorao Budhajirao, Mr. 

67 Navle, Rao Bahadur Namdev 
Eknath 

68 Owen, Mr. Albero Clifford 

69 Panjabi, Mr. K. L. 

70 Parulekar, Rao Bahadur 

Laxman Vishnu 

71 Patel, Khan Bahadur Alibhai 
Esbhai 

72 Patel, Mr. Bhailal Sarabhai 

73 Patel, Mr. Chaturbhai Nar« 

SHIBHAI 

74 Patel, Khan Bahadur Wali 

BUKSH ADAMBHAI 

75 Patil, Dewan Bahadur Don- 

garsing Ramji 

76 Patil, Mr. Narayan Nagoo 

77 Patil, Rao Saheb Vaman 

Sampat 

78 Mr. Vithal Nathu Patil 

79 Pradhan, Rao Bahadur Gopal 

Rao Vaman 

80 Prater, Mr. S. H, 

81 Rafiuddin Ahmad, MouLVi Sir 

82 Mr. Hoosenally Mahomed 

Rahimtula 

83 Rajadhyksha, Mr. G. S. 

84 Resaldar, Mr. Abdul Rahman 

Khan Karam Khan 

85 Sahebsinhji Junansinhji, Mr. 

86 Mr S. D. Saklatvala 

87 SERVAI, Mr. a. E. 

88 Shah Rookh Yar Jung Baha- 

dur 


[ BOMBAY^ 

89 Shaikh Abbul Aziz Abdul 

Latif, Mr. 

90 Shaikh Abdul Majid Lilaram 

Mr ’ 

91 Mr. Ramchandrarao Bapurao 
Shinde 

92 Smart, Mr. W. W. 

93 Smith, Lieut. Colonel Harry 

Cyril 

94 Solanki, Dr, Purushottamrai 

G. 

95 Soman, Mr. R. g. 

96 Surve, Mr. A. N. 

97 Surve Mr. Vyankat Anandrao 

98 Syed Miran Mahomed Shah 
Zanulabdin Shah 

99 Syed Muhammad Kamil Shah 
Kabul Muhammad Shah, Khan 
Bahadur 

100 Syed Munawar, Mr. 

101 Talpur, Khan Bahadur Haji 

Mir Allahabad Khan 

102 Talpur, Mir Bandehali Khan 

Mir Mahomead Hassan Khan 

103 Thakor of Kerwada, Sardar 
Bhasaheb Alias Ddlabawa 
Raisingpiji 

104 Tolani, Mr. Satramdas Sakha- 

watrat 

105 Turner, Mr. C. W. A. 

106 Vaishampyan, Dr. Vishnu Ga- 

NESH 

107 Vakil, Peshtanshah N.,Mr, 

108 Vandekar, Rao Bahadur Ram- 

chandra Vithalrao 

109 Wadke, Mr. Bholanath Puru- 

BHOTTAM 

110 WiNTERBOTHAM, MR. G. L. 

111 L. R. Tairsee 

112 Vacant 


THE BOMBAY LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 


Proceedings of the Council 

BUDGET 8ES8I0N-B0MBAY-19th. FEBBVABY to 23rd. MAROII1934 

Governor’s Opening Speech 

r'n^rnmBn'f® the Legislatire Council and the 

thfl ^ Excellency the Q9vernor in his opening speech at 

on the 19 th Legislative Council which commenced at Bombay 

w®'® indeed fortunate in assuming office in a greatly 
the^ This, His Excellency regarded, as a vindication of 

*“ ***! expressed appreciation of the fact that the 

8«t>Port to the Government in adopting that policy. He hoped 

Bomb^ political ideas the 

Hombay Emergency Powers Act would soon cease to be alive except in name. 
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Expressinff crave concern at tKe continuance of economic denr(’SRion audits 
effect on the resources of cultivators, the Governor said that llu! (Jovtitnmcnt had 
been carefully studying the question and ensuring that district oUicerB Hhould. keep 
them in closest possible touch with the position in the district. 

After reviewing the political, economic and financial conditionB^ JliH Lxcollcncy 
said that with the improvement that had taken place in the situation it had been 
possible to discern some signs that those who had fornicrly supported subversive 
methods of political agitation were now applying their minds to tm*ir future pto- 
gramme as members of a political party within the propoficcl new 
He believed that this Council favoured what was desenbed as the White Paper 
policy and strongly urged them to come out in definite and open support of that 
policy which was one of the best calculated to ensure progress on sound lines. 


Financial Statement for 1934-36 

After several 
that the Bombay 
the general depression 

Finance Member to the ,, 

their budget but made provision for a small surplus of Rs. 70,(K:f) (income Rh 
1522 8 lakhs, expenditure Rs. 1522.1 lakhs, balance Rs. 7C),CKKl). This position* 

Member, la entirelv nwinfr to hcavv rcLrcncbnwitif o 



according to the Finance Member, la entirely owing to heavy retrcnchmontB and 
improved revenue receipts. 

The current year’s final budget estimates have provided for n revemu* deficit of 
Rs. 28 lakhs and no provision has been made for payment of debt, d'his position 
has been improved by nearly Rs. 44 lakhs as a result of combination of the (Gover- 
nment’s retrenchment policy and improvement in revenue receipts* GonRcquontlv' 
on the basis of information available upto the end of January, i]k 5 revised CBlimatp 
provided for a surplus after payment of the debt instalment to the (Jovernrnent of 
India due in the current year (Rs. 11 and a half lakhs). Rutrenchmonlw to the 
extent of Rs. 40 lakhs were effected in the total expenditure. 

The estimates of land revenue and irrigation receipts, says the Finance Socretarv 
ju his inttroductory note, have been framed after taking into account tho probable 
effect on the next year’s collections of cold weather in Doccinbcr and .lanuarv to 
the extent of 8 lakhs reported upto the end of January. Timns may bo Rome 
additional loss of revenue on account of rcciirrenco of front tovvnrdH iho end of 

January, reports regarding which have not been received when thi‘ bmlLmt (‘Btiniafr.H 
were prepared. 

Sir Ghulam Hossain Hidayatullah, Finance Member, Htnick an oT>ljmiHlic rmh> 
presenting the budget estimate for 1934-35 and said that he wnn in a happier nosh 
tion than his predecessor in that ho was able to inform the Houkc. that tho (Govern- 
ment had every reason to hope that the current year’s accouniH would Hhow n 
sm^I surplus and the^ budget would be a balanced one. ^ 

disturbing factors, the Finance Member said, wan that th(‘ mill indiis- 
try in he city was experiencing grave difficulties and the condiliur. of iIh'. mluRtiv 
must always have serious reactions upon tho general pronticril v of tho oroBklonev 
In addition there was evidence of a powerful trend towim s vmi. f <■ Mon S 
other trades from the port of Bombay to other trading 

unless checked, would have its effect on their revenues. b ■ if « thm again, 


General Discussion of Budoet 

^hafte pTsennra“dtr£ ol“;he‘’7,‘iS;’ 

in prices that was not done. ^ down. But th-Hpiti^ a trcuu'udouH fall 

as unsatisfactory and disanmintinfr o ijitrl jiIko rniiciHi tl the budget 

essentially a deficirbudK^on^d^criS"”-^^ '*>•' 'vlis 

posed re^actment Ke See Ac ^ P""' 

taxes and continued imposition of rMd\Sii\rR°.TfttffH. 

day’s budget disra^^on merd'y Mitfdsei wJIuuLnce *?f ‘ <''f>i'riing to- 

j' ta coniirmaiico of cmcrgen(7 luxation, tcrmi- 
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nation of which was definite!}^ promised last year. He deplored the levying of road 
tolls and electricity duty particularly. The Bombay Chamber of Commerce, he said, 
was determined to see that these two obnoxious and anti-diluvian forms of taxation 
were discontinued. 

Mr. R, R. Bahhale representing labour said that the ^Government should pause 
and consider why despite profuse protection Bombay^s textile industry was in a bad 
plight. Thousands of workers had been rendered workless and yet the millowners’ 
profits were %il. The only remedy, therefore, tin his opinion lay in the eventual 
nationalisation of the cotton textile industry. 

Sir Ohuldin Hussain Hidayatullah : — Will millowners agree ? 

Mr. R. R. Bakhale You will have to make them agree. If Indian railways 
sould be nationalised, he saw no reason why the textile industry could not be. 

22nd. FEBRUARY : — Strong criticism of the Governments decision to continue 
emergency taxation, condemnation of levy of road toll, attack on the Government 
excise and educational policies, demand for immediate action to relieve agricultural 
distress and measures to counteract the evil of increasing diversion of trade from 
the port of Bombay to that of Bhavangar which was threatening to 'wipe out 
Bombay’s position as the premier port of India and exhortation to the Government 
to take prompt measures to rehabilitate the languishing cotton textile industry of 
Bombay on whose prosperity depended the well-being and prosperity of the city 
were the main features of some of the speeches made by the members of the 
Council to-day when the general discussion on the budget proposals was concluded. 

Major W. Ellis (nominated European) stressed the necessity to take prompt 
measures to check diversion of trade from Bombay port which, he said, was 
threatening the very existence of Bombay as the premier port in India. He also 
urged immediate attention of the Government to the mill industry which was 
gradually languishing. 

Mr. M, K, Dixit (Surat district) criticised the Government’s excise policy and 
said that they had gone back on their previous decision to pursue the “dry” 
policy. 

Mr, Mohammad Suleman Mitha (Bombay city) emphasized the urgency of 
taking prompt measures to check the menace of diversion of trade from Bombay 
and urged as a first step immediate abolition of town duty on cotton. He 
suggested an enquiry by an expert committee into the affairs of the port trust with 
a view to reducing their charges. 

Mr. J. B. Greaves (Bombay Chamber of Commerce) contended thgt the continua- 
tion of road toll heavily told on agriculturists and, therefore, urged its abolition. 

Syed Mir an Mohammad Shah (Sind) deplored that the Government of Bombay 
like other provincial Governments had not come out with constructive suggestions 
and measures to relieve distress among agriculturists. He urged the Government to 
take immediate action. 

^an Bahadur Cooper. Minister for Local Self-Government, justifying the 
continuation of tolls, said that at the conference in Poona of representatives of district 
and local boards an agreement was not reached and the local bodies objected to the 
abolition of tolls as that would encroach on their statutory powers. However, he 
assured the House that the Government were having under their consideration a 
proposal to relieve districts and it would be announced shortly. 

piv'an Bahadur Kamhli justified the Government’s excise and educational 
policies and said that they were doing their utmost to imnrove matters. 

Sir Qhulam Hussain Hidayatullah, winding up the debate, said that the various 
interests represented in the Council had suggested the abolition of particular taxes 
but he asked the House how the Government would carry on if all the suggestions 
were carried out. He reminded the House that the Government this year had 
balanced the budget and had not brought forward proposals for additional taxation. 
In conclusion, he hoped the House would pass the budget. 

Mr. R. B. Bell, Home Member, in the course of his reply to criticisms raised 
by certain members regarding the continuance of emergency powers said that the 
operations under the Special Powers Act of 1932 were of twofold nature-one was 
action by punishment and the other preventive action. 

Tn 1932 prior to the operation of the Special Powers Act there were nearly 
convictions under the Ordinances and other Penal Acts. Over 8,(X)0 of them 
t^k place in the first four months of that year and the rest during the remaining 
eight months. At the end of the year the number of persons still in jail was a 
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little less than 4,000. The number of civil disobedience prisoners reached a maxi- 
mum by the end of June, 1932, when it was over 7,000 but at the end of that year, 
however, the number was 3,939, In 1933 the convictions numbered 1,900 as against 
13,000 in the previous year. By the end of January last it fell still further to 877. 

With regard to preventive measures before the Special Powers Act came into 
existence, at the end of 1932 the number of restrictive orders still in force was 
1,084 out of over 2,000 issued. In 1933 the number of new orders issued was 579. 
Proceeding, the Home Member referred to the promise made by his predecessor 
at the time of passing the Special Powers Act that the Government would carefully 
review the orders issued, A special review by the Government had the effect of 
cancelling 202 restrictive orders. This number was exclusive of those modified by 
the Government. As a result of a statutory review 256 more orders were cancelled. 
Thus it would be seen that 458 orders had been cancelled by the Government at 
those two reviews. The actual reduction to date was considerably greater. At the 
end of January last despite issue of 579 new orders the total number had fallen 
from 1,084 to 652 so that the total cancellations up-to-date were over a thousand. 

In conclusion, the Home Member said that the situation in the presidency had 
been brought under control bat the sting was still there and therefore the Govern- 
ment had to keep emergency measures. 

Sind Encumbered Estates Amend. Bill 

23rd. FEBRUARY :^The Council took up non- official Bills to-day. Mr. 8. S, 
Tolani’s Bill to amend the Sind Encumbered Estates Act was lost after a consider- 
able discussion. All Sind members opposed the Bill and speeches generally followed 
communal lines. The Bill was intended to shift the final appellate power in suits 
relating to Encumbered Estates from the CommisRioner to the District Judge. 

The Hon’ble Sir Qhulam Hussain Hidayatullah^ Leader of the House, vehement- 
ly opposed the Bill taunting those who, during three days’ budget discussion, claim- 
ed to be friends of the agriculturists and yet supported the Bill which was calcula- 
ted to tighten the money-lender’s grip on agriculturists. 

Government opposing it, the Bill was lost without a division. 

The Rent Control Bill 

Mr. R. H Balckle moved the Bill relating to rents of premises in Bombay Presi- 
dency. He had not concluded his speech when the Council adjourned. 

24h. FEBRUARY Discussion on Mr. R. R. Bakkle^s Rent Control Bill in the 
Council was enlivened by the production of a petition signed by Bombay tenants 
supporting the Bill and by Mr. J. B. Petite representative of the millowners, who 
vehemently opposed the motion, on ’.the ground of interference of rights of private 
individuals. He said : “Can you impose arbitrary restrictions on the right of pri- 
vate individuals and obstruct normal operation of the laws of supply and demand.” 
Nominated non-officials supported the motion. Discussion followed the traditional 
Leissez-faire versus State control lines. Discussion had not closed when the House 
adjourned, 

Bombay Textile Industry 

An important announcement touching the textile industry which may have a 
far-reaching effect on the future of the working classes was made by Sir Qhidam 
Hussain Hidayatullah in the Council to-day. He said that the Government had 
decided to institute an inquiry through the labour office to ascertain the following 
facts (a) the extent of reduction of the wages of cotton mill worker since Jan. 1 
1926 : (b) whether the reduction was uniform in each centre (c) whether the cost 
of living of the working classes had fallen, and if so, to what extent; (d) the aver- 
age rise and fall in wages in various centres ; (e) the reasons of the effected or contem- 
plated reductions ; (f) the extent of rationalization, for example, ^efficiency schemes’ 
introduced and the effect thereof on the wages and conditions of work of operative ; 
and (g) the extent of unemployment and causes. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain said that it was desirable that the fullest possible information 
be obtained and made available to the public. The Government had instructed the 
labour office to make special investigation after considering the evidence, twritten or 
oral, submitted by the interests concerned. 
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The announcement preceded Mr. R, R- Bakhle’s motion of adjournment to consider 
the Sholapur situation which, therefore, fell flat and failed to secure permission to 
proceed with discussion for want of a requisite number of backers, 

The Finance Bill 

The linance Member then moved the first reading of the Finance Bill. Eefcrring 
to the electricity duty, he said that companies declaring 10 or 12 per cent dividends 
deserved no concessions. After discussion the Council passed the first reading of 
the Bill. Earlier in the day, Mr. Humphrey, European member, had tabled an amend- 
ment to* the bill suggesting to the Government to abolish the town duty on the im- 
port of cotton into the city but dropped his amendment finding that he had not 
r^uried support for his amendment. 

27tli. FEBRUARY Before the Council adjourned to-day it passed demands for 
supplementary grants, including a grant^ of Bs. 1,^6 for flood relief Tvhich the 
Government spent anticipating the sanction of the Council. A sum of Ks. 750 was 
granted for expenses of the Regional Committee formed to select Bombay’s works 
of ’ art etc., in India Society’s Exhibition in London of Modern Indian Art. 
There was a breeze in the Council during the discussion of a supplementary grant 
for the staff engaged in recovering co-operative societies dues from debtors. 

Rao Bahadur K, Chitale objected to the use of the phrase ’‘false statement” 
by Mr. N. E. Navle and demanded withdrawal which Mr. Navle refused. Mr. 
Chitale persisting Mr. Navle said: You say a certain statement is right. I say it is 

false and can prove it is false”. . . 

The President intervened and said that the expression was unparliamentary. 

Mr. Navle withdrew, substituting the word incorrect.’ 

The Finance Bill was passed without division. 

Voting on Budget Grants 

28 th. FEBRUARY The budget grants and motions for their omission oi 
reduction were considered in the Council to-day. 

Rao Bahadur B. R, NaiJc expressed disapproval of Governments’ policy regard- 
ing taJeavi loans and moved a reduction of expenditure under ioans and advances 
hy Government’ to the extent of Rs. 1,000. The motion, however, was rejected. 

Another motion which caused a keen discussion was Mr. M. IT. Gazdar^s motion 
to omit Rs. 63,825 earmarked for the staff which is looking after and trying to sell 
the Sukkur barrage machinery that is now unneessary, Mr. Gazdar, Sheikh Abdul 
Majid, Syed Miran Shah Mr. Mohammad Shah, Khan Bahadur Allah Bakhsh, 
Sind Members and several members of the nationalist benches deplored continuation 
of expenditure on the staff which the Government gave an undertaking to disband 
last year. After the reply of the ITome Member the house divided and the cut motion 
was defeated by 39 against 25 votes. 

2iid. MARCH : — Mr. B. S. Kamafs (nominated non-oflScial) adjournment motion 
discussing the Government of India’s budget proposals so far as they relate to 
Bombay and the treatment meted out to this presidency, was passed unanimously 
by the Council. Mr. Kamat said Bombay was worst hit by the duty on sugar, the 
industry here being differently situated from Bihar and U. P. where there is a 
a scramble for investment in sugar. The excise duty on matches was imposed to 
help Bengal which seemed to be the ‘favourite child.’ Actually Bengal had behaved 
badly ever since the introduction of reforms. Law and order cost more there and 
terrorism continued and Bengal was the 'naughty child’. It was wrong to penalise 
Bombay for her g^oodness. 

Mr. W, G, J^ly, chairman of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce (European), 
supported tho motion though disagreeing with some arguments of the previous 
speaker. *I disapprove of the suggestion that this House is jealous of the windfall 
to Bengal.’ But Bombay had her own difficulties and her balanced budget was more 
superficial than real. The cotton trade was threatened by other ports and tho 
situation would be delicate if the town duty was removed as it must be. 

Mr. Petit (Bombay millowuers) said that 19 million matches were manufactured 
in India of which half were in Bombay. Bengal was not the only province in 
difficulties, but Bombay made no attempt to reduce the difficulties that the deficit 
created for them. 

Mr. Hooseinally Mahomed RahmattuUa said that God helped those who helped 
themselves, hut the Government of India helped those who did not help themselves. 
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Calcutta was no long:er the capital, yet the Government was not immune from 
Calcutta infLnences which was proved by the Government of Indians sanction of the 
terminal tax in Calcutta and its rejection in Bombay. 

Mr. iV. E, Navle, Rao Bahadur Q. K. Chiiale, Mr. R, F, Bakhale and Mr. 
P. K, Chikodi also spoke. The Eifiance Member merely said that the Bombay 
Government would forward the debate to the Government of India with their own 
comments. 

3rd. MARCH : — ^The Council continued discussion of the budget grants to-day, 
the Government’s policy regarding Irrigation department and construction works 
coming in for considerable criticism. 

Mr. M, H, Gazdar, supporting Rao Bahadur B. R. NaiFs Rs. 1,000 cut from 
the demand of Rs. 48,13,000 for construction of irrigation works, referred to the 
continued excessive expenditure on Sukkur Barrage. 

On the Home Member s assurance that Government and that in fact they had 
less money than needed, the House allowed Mr, B. R. Naik to withdraw his 
motion, 

Rao Saheb P. P. Kulharni moved a cut of Rs. 100 from the demand for 
Rs. 6,19,000 for unproductive irrigation works, but the motion was lost. 

8yed Mohammed Miran Shah opposed the total demand to avail of the opport- 
unity to discuss the condition of zammdars in Sind, 

7th. MARCH Strong criticism of Government's policy in regard to Sind 
P. W. D. was made by Mr. M. H. Oazdar (Karachi city) who moved a token cut 
of Rs. 19,70(X)0 under the head Civil Works (Provincial). The mover pointed ou.t 
that even if his cut motion was accepted there would still remain a balance of Rs. 
14,83,000 which was quite sufficient for the administration of P. W, D. of Sind 
Further he said that in the pre-Barrage days expenditure under this head varied 
between Rs. 11 and 12 lakhs yearly. Besides this the volume of work had remained 
the same to-day and facilitits for inspection and scientific regulation of work had 
increased. Hence on the old scale the P. W. D. staff should be able to turn out 
more work than before. On the other hand at present the expenditure had increa- 
sed by nearly times. He demanded immediate reduction of excessive 
extravagance in the P. W, D. staff. In conclusion he suggested that it was high 
time that the *‘war veterans’', namely, engineers and other emergency staff 
employed during the construction of the Barrage were now disbanded. 

The Finance Member said that Government was reducing the P. W. D. establish- 
ment from time to time. Even in next year’s budget there was a provision for the 
reduction of expenditure to the extent of Rs. 200.000. The discussion had not 
concluded when the House adjourned. 

Sib. MARCH Great satisfaction with the attitude of the Government towards 
labour problems ws^s expressed by several non-official members to-day. 

Mr. P. R. Bakhle suggested that a machinery should be set up by Government 
with the object of settliug disputes between the employers and the employees. 

The GovernmenTs policy towards mill strikes was deplored by Dr. Vaishampayan, 

Dr. Solanhi opined th*at if the present policy continu^ the workers would 
imbibe ideas of communism which would ultimately prove disastrous. 

The viewpoint of the millowuers was voiced by Mr. J, B. Petit (repreaentative 
of Bombay millowuers) who pointed out that he was in full sympathy with some 
of the suggestions put forward by the Opposition. However, it was only under 
the stress of financial stringency and the industrial crisis that the millowners had 
unwillingly reduced the wages. In his opinion at present such a cut was not only 
absolutely necessary, but also overdue. 

Mr. R. D, Bell (Home Member) replying to the criticism against Government’s 
policy said the Government’s attitude towards labour questions was to give free 
scope as far as possible to the employers and the employees to settle the disputes 
among themselves. Referring to the establishment of a mackinery to deal with 
problems relating disputes between capital and labour, the Home Member stated 
that there was no necessity of such a department as the relations between the work- 
ers and the millowners were more cordial than before. As regards the proposed 
enquiry into the conditions of the textile indust^ undertaken by Government, Mr. 
Bell made it clear that it would not attempt to interfere in any way with the rela- 
tions between the labourers and the millowners. 
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14 th, MARCH The Council concluded its discussions on the budget grants 
to-day, A keen debate took place on the question of land revenue. Several 
con-official members pointed out that since the prices of agricultural commodities 
had fallen considerably during the past three years, the rate of assessment should 
be revised and not kept at the present level. Some members also urged upon 
Government the desirability of radically amending the provision of the Land Revenue 
Code. Mr. Af. M. Karhhari blamed the Government for not doing anything substantial 
for the agriculturists. Sheikh Abdul Majid insisted npon the revision of rates of 
land revenue assessment on some equitable basis. Mr. M. H. Gazdar emphatically 
demanded legislation ou the lines of the Punjab Land Alienation Act. He said all 
this was urgently required if the peasantry was to be saved from turning into 
Bolsheviks or dangerous dacoits. Mr. J. H, Garrett, Commissioner, Northern 
Division, denied the suggestion that the position of the farmers was seriously bad. 
Mr. G. S. Qangoli said that in 1932 Government had promised remission of 4 
annas in the rupee but so far they had not fulfilled their promise. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain HidayatuUah, Revenue Member, replying to the debate 
referred to the amending of the provision of the Land Revenue Code and said that 
the present Council was not fully representative. It was rcainly composed of land- 
holders. The reformed council under the new constitution will take up legislation 
wherein with wider franchise all sections of the public will be represented. As regards 
the reduction in the land revenue he pointed out that its advantage went to the 
landlords and only petty fractions went to the cultivators, the real tillers of the 
soil. He appealed to the House not to be moved by selfish interests. In conclu- 
sion, he admitted that Government had known that the prices had gone down and *so 
‘we have given liberal remissions to the agriculturists’. The House then adjourned. 

Dual Control of Schools 

MARCH The dual control of the secondary schools by the Government 
and the Bombay University was the subject of an interpellation in the Council 
to-day. 

The Minister for Education in his reply admitted that dissatisfaction had been 
expressed in some quarters regarding this dual control of the secondary schools. 
As regards the Government’s intention to remove the cause of discontent bjr doing 
away with the system of dual control, the hon. Minister drew the attention of 
the House to the report of the director of public instruction for 1932-33, who 
had commented upon this question as follows : ‘The University exerts consider- 
able influence over the course followed in secondary schools through its matricula- 
tion examination. It also registers schools for this examination and a school 
applying for registration is inspected by a special committee appointed by the 
University for the purpose in order to ascertain whether it is fit to be registered. 
It may be questioned whether this inspection by a committee of the University is 
necessary and whether it would not be better for the University to register all 
schools which have been recognised by the Education department.’ 

In conclusion, the Minister pointed out that Government saw no reason to doubt 
that the University would co-operate with them in improving the present system . 

The Ministry Criticised 

16th. MARCH: — The present Ministry of the Bombay Government was severely 
criticised by several members of the Council to-day when Rao Bahadur Chitale^s 
motion to present an address to the Governor praying that early steps be taken to 
reconstitute the Ministry in a manner which will be in consonance with the spirit 
of the Montagu-Chelmsfor^ Reforms, as the appointment of the present Ministers 
was made from a small group and as those appointments were not likely to carry 
weight and ivere not in the best interests of the Presidency, came up for discussion. 

Mao Bahadur Chitale pointed out that the spirit of joint responsibility had not 
grown among the Ministers since the introduction of the Montagu-Chelmsford 
Itefgms and the responsibility of individual Ministers depended upon the strength 
of the communal groups joining together. More often than not, the Ministers had 
to rely on official benches for support. This showed the desirability and the nece- 

the best men who had ability to deal with their colleagues in 
an effective manner. He deplored that, during the last six years, Ministers had 
^couraged the communal outlook and ignored pressing political problems. Further, 
tne present Ministers were not leaders of popular opinion, possessing their own 
views and having courage and influence to rorce their views on the Government. 
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On the contrary, they gave valuable assistance to the Government and only carried 
out official behests. 

Mr. J. B. Petit, supporting the motion, deplored that the present Ministers never 
gave a lead to the House towards the goal of Self-Government, 

Sir GJndam Hussain, Leader of the " House, refuting the charges against the 
Ministers, said that it was no fault of the Government if Hindus couid not combine 
and asserted that the present Ministry enjoyed the confidence of a majority in the 
House and worked in a spirit of joint responsibility. The motion was rejected. 

Town Duty Abolition' Bill 

_ 19t!i, MARCH : — ^Tbe Bill abolishing the Town Duty on Cotton, which was 

introduced by the Finance Member to-day. went through all stages in 2 and a half 
hours and was passed into law. 

The Finance Member, moving the first reading of the Bill declared : *^1 hope the 
abolition of the Town Duty will bring prosperity not only to the City of Bombay 
but to the whole presidency’’. He pointed out that by agreeing to the step the 
Government were sacrificing revenue of about 10 and a half lakhs. He hoped that 
the action of the Government would meet with universal satisfaction. He concluded 
that this measure would give relief to trade, industry and the agriculturists. 

Several members on behalf of the Municipal Corporation said that already the 
finances of the Municipality were in a delapidated condition and with the^ abolition 
of the Town Duty, they would find themselves in a very difficult position. They 
appealed to the Government to grant either a subvention or some other sources of 
revenue to meet the efficiency. 

Mr. J. B. Petit (Bombay Mill-owners) supporting the Bill considered it to be an 
act to give relief to agriculturists. However, he trusted the Government would not 
impose additional taxes with the object of meeting the deficiency made by the aboli- 
tion of the Town Duty. Mr. A, F. Snrve, opposing the measure, moved that the 
first reading of the Bill be postponed till the next day. This was, however, rejected 
by ^ the House. Khan Bahadur Khuro pleaded that the Government should help 
agriculturists in iSiiid in a similar manner, Mr. Lely (Chamber of Commerce) support- 
ing the Bill, pointed to the diversion of both export and import trades of Bombay to 
Kathiawar Ports and its resultant efiects on the revenues of the Government of India. 

After the reply of the Finance Member, the first reading was pujD to vote and 
carried by the House, only one member dissenting. Within the next 15 minutes the 
second and third readings of the Bill were passed by the House. The law came 
into operation from April 1st. 

Roth. MARCH: — The Council passed to-day the official Bill officially designating 
‘‘untouchable classes’’ as the word “Untouchable” was stated to be offensive. 

Govt. Service for Backward Communities 

23rd. MARCH : — The Council was prorogued by the Governor to-day. Prior 
to adjournment a resolution tabled by Dr, Solanki recommending to the Govern- 
ment that so long as suitable candidates from amongst the backward communities 
possessing the minimum requisite qualifications for Government posts were available, 
no recruitment should be made from other advanced communities whose quota 
percentage has reached or is above the ratio laid down to any posts in the several 
departments of the Government, was rejected by the House, the Government benches 
opposing. Dr. Solanki pointed out that backward communities included tnore than 
eighty per cent of the population of the presidency but all Government services were 
monopolised by Brahmins and ocher advanced classes who formed only 12 per cent 
of the population, Mr. Abdul Majid Sindhi regretted that his community was 
not getting justice and that the Indianisation of the services was being carried by 
Government at a slow pace. 

Sir Ohulam Hussain Hidayatulla^ Finance Member, said that the Government 
had every sympathy with the aspirations of backward communities and assured the 
House that they were doing their best for them. He pointed out that the vexed 
questions of the composition of the services was an All-India one. 

When the motion was put to vote it was lost by 25 votes to 33, official members 
opposing. The Council was then prorogued. 
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Proceedings of theCouncil 

BUDGET SESSJ0N---LUCKN0W^15th. FEBBUABY to 23rd, MARCH 1984] 

U. P. Agriculturists’ Relief Act 

Much surprise and disappointment was being felt in the lobbies, particularly among 
landlord members, owing to the fact that no announcement was made by the 
Government when the Budget Session of the U. P. Legislative Council opened 
at Lucknow on the ISth. February 1934, regarding acceptance by the Governor and 
the Governor-General of the Agriculturists’ Relief Act, passed in the last session. 
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The measure was promoted by the Government to give relief to agriculturists by 
reducing their liability as regards interest and extending the period for redemption 
of mortgages of agricultural land. The Council liberalised a great deal, the provi- 
sions in the original Bill. It was surmised that the Bill might be sent back for 
reconsideration of certain clauses hittingjmoney-lenders, 

Non-Official Eesoltitions 

16th. FEBRUARY :~The Council devoted the day to private resolutions. As the 
result of to-day’s discussion the Waqf Bill was referred to a select committee, after 
the government had made it clear that the Select Committee would be entitled to 
make any change it liked provided the principle was not changed. 

The Minister for Education replying to the resolution on the development of 
cottage industries outlined the future policy of the Government who had adopted a 
five years’ programme concentrating attention on a few selected large scale industries 
like sugar and on marketing facilities for development of cottage industries, and 
of assistance to small traders and businessmen by providing training. 

The last resolution urged for speedy settlement of agricultural debts. The 
Finance Member accepting this resolution said various schemes were under con- 
sideration. 


Bihar Earthquake Relief 

ITtJb. FEBRUARY Replying to a question the linance Member said damage 
to the province by the earthquake was not serious and practically there had been 
no damage to crops. Enquiry by the District Officers showed that no relief 
measures were necessary. 

Of the two resolutions tabled relating to earthquake damages, the first which 
asked for loans to persons in the affected areas for construction of houses on a 
moderate terra was accepted by the Government. 

The other recommending a donation of two lakhs to the Bihar Government for 
helping the victims of the earthquake was rejected as the Government were helping 
already in kind to the extent of half a lakh. 

The resolution recommending the establishment of girls’ high school in the 

districts where they do not exist was accepted after amending that schools be 

established on the recommendation of the Chief Inspectress of schools on the 
proposal of the district or the municipal boards. 

19th. FEBRUARY '.—Lobby conversations to-day pointed to the certainty of the 
Agriculturists’ Relief Bill passed in the December session and now awaiting the Go- 
vernor’s assent being referred back to the Council during the current session for re- 
consideration of certain clause, which in the Government’s opinion, are too hard upon 
creditors. While the Government were maintaining strict secrecy, public anxiety 
regarding the fate of the measure, which afforded considerable relief to agriculturist- 
debtors daily increased and it was voiced on the floor of the House by the 

Deputy President, Natvabzada Liaquat Ali Khan, Mr. C. Y, Chintamani, Opposi- 

tion Leader, however opined that he would be the first to join public protests, _ if the 
measure was going to be guillotined, but as a matter of fact, it was only going to 
come back to the Council so that without any fear of injustice being done to 
debtors, too much injustice might not be done to creditors. 

The Finance Member said that Mr. Chintamaui’B optimism was nearer the truth 
than the Deputy President’s pessimism. 

The Finance Member replying to question of reducing the interest on the agricul- 
tural loans advanced by the Government, said that rates had been reduced by a half 
per cent. The Government agreed to consider the question of payment of agricultural 
loans by easy instalments. 

The Minister for local self-government presented the select committee reports on 
TJ, P. Municipalities and District Board^s Amendment Bills to bar Civil Courts’ 
interference in election petitions. In spile of Mr. Chintamani' s opposition the two 
Bills were passed. 

Another Bill amending the U. P. Town Areas Act so as to allow enhanced 
taxation to provide for contribution to District Boards was also passed. 

21*1. FEBRUARY : — ^Xbe Bills amending the Agra Tenancy and Oudh Bent Acts 
were passed to-day* 
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The Finance Member moved recommending to the Government the continuance 
of the capital programme including the hydro-electric projects, advances to local 
fc^ies and cultivators, pension, commutations and tube well construction. The resolu- 
tion was welcomed by both officials and non-officials as of immense value to agricul- 
ture and cottage industries. 

Bat Bajeswar Bali, ex-Min ister and member of the enquiry committee for the 
extension of the hydro-electric scheme, dealt at length with its usefulness. 

Financial Statement for 1934-35 

23rd. FEBRUARY : — ‘T think I can claim that the budget as it stands, is on 
the whole satisfactory. I certainly can and do claim that the position is infinitely 
better than I expected it would be when I presented my first budget two years ago’’, 
said Mr. E, A, Blunt, Finance Member, presenting the Budget before the 
Council to-day. 

The Finance Menaber announced that there would be a ^surplus of fourteen lakhs 
in the budget estimates for 1934-35. He estimated the year’s revenues at 1.150 lakhs 
and expenditure just under 1,150 lakhs, giring a deficit of five lakhs. Under Debt 
Heads, however, so far as provincial resources were concerned, Government estinaat- 
ed receipts of 52 and one third lakhs and expenditure of 33 and half lakhs, giving 
a surplus of nearly 19 lakhs. The total surplus of the year's working, therefore, 
was fourteen lakhs. 

Reviewing the last year’s working the Finance Member explained that the deficit 
at the end of any year was not a loss in the working of that year, but a loss in 
the working of the whole period under consideration, namely 1921-22 to 1934-35. 
The deficit for this period amounted to 139 and half lakhs. The balance in the 
capital account amounted to 25 and three-fourth lakhs. The total deficit, ftherefore, on 
the provincial resources came to 113 and three-fourth lakhs. When, to this, are added 
the balances of different provincial funds and resources, the net provincial deficit 
came to just under ninety-five lakhs. Mr. Blunt said that after carefully examin- 
ing the position Government had come to the conclusion that there was little to be 
gained by funding this deficit at present. Possibly there 3 would be a good deal of 
loss. The question of funding, said Mr. Blunt, depended on the character of the; 
monsoon and the movement of prices, both of which were circumstances outside the* 
control of Government, With the amount of deficit growing smaller, it would be 
possible to fund it when circumstances improved. 

The Finance Member next referred to the rent revenue scheme which sought to 
equate rent revenue to prices with the object of patting remissions on a scientific 
basis. In view of the fact prices were still fiuctuating, Government, he said, had 
decided not to launch the scheme but leave the existing remissions undisturbed. 
Government officers meanwhile were working out the details of the new scheme. 

The outstanding features of the budget were : 

(1) Rise in expenditure of education by 8 and half lakhs, which includes a 
considerable amount of new expenditure on women’s education. 

(2) Loan programme of the Government by borrowing from tho Provincial 
Loan Fund Rs. 52 and half lakhs. This would include Rs. 7,10.000 for taqavi, 
Rs. 3,55,000 for local bodies and Rs. 21,00,000 for irrigation and hydro-electrical 
works. The last item contains Rs. 2.20 lakhs for the Gangan River Canal Project, 
four lakhs for the State tubes wells and one lakh for tramway to facilitate trans- 
port of sugarcane to factories in Meerut District. 

(3) Provision for the creation of permanent cadres to be known as the United 
Provinces Services of Engineers, classes I and II, irrigation (Hydro-Electric), The 
cadres would consist of five in class I and seventeen in class II with two electricai 
apprentices. It is proposed on the constitution of the two services to appoint those 
officers at present employed on a temporary basis, who have justified their selection 
by previous training and experience. 

(4) No assignment is proposed to be made to the famine-relief fund, as it has 
now reached the statutory limit of fifty lakhs after withdrawal in the budget year of 
1 and half lakhs forutilisafcion on the repayment of the debt. The Go vex nment are 
considering to propose to superior authorities to modify the rules with a view to 
reduce the maximum limit. 

(5) In March 1935 the Road Development Fund would stand at 18 lakhs, after 
the present budget expenditure of five lakhs. 

(6) Retention of the five per cent cut in salaries. 
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(7) Ketrenchment of the Comraissionership of Kumaun. 

(8) Taxation proposal to raise the revenue to the extent of 9 and one-fom 
lakhs by reimposing stamp duties which lapse this year and which are expected 
further reduce the deficit to 85 and three-fourth lakhs. 

In this connection, Mr. Blunt referred to the five per cent cut in salaries ai 
said that the cut was in effect a tax on salaries deducted at the source ai 
amounted to twenty lakhs of additional taxation. ‘T shall be held justified, if I ai 
the rest of the tax paying population to contribute half that amount. 1 am not by ar 
means satisfied. Though during the budget year we expect to work to surplus, y< 

I cannot admit the budget is really balanced. For there was loss on working ( 
our revenue account of five lakhs and surplus on working was entirely in on 
capital account, which is variable according to the amount of loans that would b 
due for repayment. ^ If I am to hand over the provincial finances to the Firs 
Finance Minister in the new constitution in a satisfactory condition as it is m- 
earnest desire — then I must be able to offer him a surplus in the revenue accouni 
It is because T wish to achieve this result that I am asking you to give me th( 
present enhanced^ stamp duties for another two years. In the budget year, we hav( 
managed to provide for a certain amonnt of the much-needed new expenditure anc 
in spite of that have balanced our budget as a whole.’' 

General Discussion of Budget 

6lh. MARCH : — Non-official attendance was extremely poor when the 
Legislative Council reassembled to-dny for a general discussion of the Budget and 
there was general shyness amongst those present to catch the President’s eye. 
While in the previous years a number of members used to complain they got no 
opportanity at all to have their say, the Council both before and after lunch had 
to be adjourned much earlier than usual, because nobody got up to speak though 
the President waited for long. 

During question time the Education Minister, Mr, J. P. Srivastava laid on the 
table a circular addressed by the Director of Public Instruction to all Inspectors 
that it was a breach of discipline for teachers to approach the members of Council 
to interview the Minister of Education on their behalf or to take them to the 
Minister to have their grievances redressed and severe action would be taken against 
such teachers. 

The Minister, in reply to a supplementary question, said a large number of 
teachers had thus directly approached him. 

Protest Against Duty on Sugar 

7th. MARCH : — In the Council to-day, Mr. Nisariillah, through a motion for 
adjournment, raised the debate to protest against the proposal of the Central 
Government to levy an excise duty on Sugar specially as it aftected the U. P, 

Speaking on behalf of the consumer and cultivator, the speaker said that the 
duty was calculated to operate harshly on both the interests he was sponsoring. 
He regretted that all elastic sources of revenues had been monopolised by the 
Government of India, leaving rigid ones for the provinces. He asserted that the cry 
of over-production was a bogey, which lacked facts and the agriculturist would not 
be benefitted by the duty as the manufacturer, in spite of legislation, would lower 
the prices of cane. He did not object if the Government took away excessive profits 
of the manufacturer by means of levying a surplus profit tax. 

Messrs. Vikramajit Singh, Hahihulldh and Krishnapal Singh supported the 
motion. 

The Minister Mr. Srivastava claimed that he was in sympathy with the motioo» 
but none of the speakers made a case for representation to the Government of India. 
Their own experts did not think that the duty would hamper the development of the 
sugar industry, but would only decrease the profits of manufacturers. The Govern- 
ment of India did not back out of their promise in regard to protection to sugar, 
but the excise duty now proposed was less than 25 per cent of the surcharge, which 
was only a revenue duty. He assured the interests of the consumer and cultivator 
would be fully safeguarded by the Government and excise duty would act as protec- 
tion for the small non-factory producer of sugar. 

Mr, Ifiayaqai Ali Khan contested the statement that the consumer would not 
be hit, while Mr, C. Y. Ghintamani attacked the attitude taken by the Minister, 
who was an elected member responsible to the House. It took nearly 30 years to 
remove the excise duty on textiles and it was now, he said, anti-national plan of 
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the Government of India to better development of an indastryy which was still 
young. If the Government of India were faced with decreasing imports, it was 
open to them to take off surcharges or help the cultivator without imposition of the 
excise duty. The real fact, however, was that sugar, tobacco and match industry 
had shown development. 

The Minister Mr. Srivaatava once again assured the House that they had no say 
on the imposition of the duty, but were prepared to consider if any representations 
were made to show that duty would adversely affect the industry. They had no 
data for the present to oppose the duty and promised to forward the proceedings to 
the Government of India. The adjournment motion was carried, the Government 
not challenging a division. The Council rose for the day. 

9tli. MARCH “Rural sanitation is in a disgraceful conditbii, and the Public 
Health Department has done nothing towards its betterment”, said ilafiz Hida^at 
Huaain supporting the cut motion under the Public Health demand fco-iay. 

Nawab Sir Muhamad Yusuf. Minister, was severely critici'ad for not^providirg 
enough funds to Distnet Health OiSoers to ca^ry on tfaoir useful work. Tno 
general strain of criticism from all quarters of the Hou=e was that owing to paucity 
of funds at their disposal, these highly qualiii^i and h'ghV paid odlcars, were a 
source of wasteful public expenditure and their advice to villagers on methods of 
rural and sanitary improvement was practically useless, as villagers, on account of 
their hopelessly impoverished condition, were able to do nothing without Govern' 
ment help. 

Rai Rajeshimr Bali, es-Minister said that it greatly pained him to find that the 
structure of the district health scheme, which he laboriously built up during his 
period of office, was crumbling for lack of adequate financial support. He said. 
‘‘There should be some sense of public decency even for the Nawab”, who alone with 
Education Minister .profusely showered encomiums on the Finance Member for 
his extreme generosity towards the transferred departments only yesterday but to-day 
pleaded financial stringency for adequate public health work in rural areas. 

^ The cut motion was unanimously supported even by Ministerialists and carried 
without a division. 

Naicah^ Sir Md, Yusuf replying to another cut motion, undertook to appoint a 
a Provincial Service Officer as Director of Public Health, oo the retirement of 
Lt'Gol Mearus, the present I, M. S. Officer, in the course of the year. 

(Gott. Powers for Zamixdaes 

13tli. MARCH : — The proposal of the Independent Party Leader, Raja Jagannaih 
BahJisk Siyigh, that the landlords should be armed with weapons fer the realisation 
of rents from the tenants somewhat similar to those possessed by the Government 
to distrain the property of defaulting zamindars who failed to pay land revenue in 
time and to order their arrest and detention, came up for consideration in the 
Council to-day. 

Introducing his resolution on Saturday last the Raja had urged that landlords 
should be armed with powers to realise rents due to them somewhat similar to those 
enjoyed by the Government for the collection of revenue. He pointed out by 
quoting statistics that while the Government, despite the slump in prices and the 
economic depression, were able to realize 97,3 per cent, revenue in 1931 and 99.7 
per cent, in 1932 landlords were able to realise only 51 per cent, in 1931 and ^ 
per cent, in 1932, of the rents due to them from tenants. The Raja made it amply 
clear that the object of his motion was not to arm the zamindars with any drastic 
powers to enable them to harrass the tenants but only enable them to realise rents 
just as efficiently as the Government realized their revenue year by year. To streng- 
then his contention he cited Sec. 39 of the Court of Wards Act which empowers the 
Government to realize arrears of rent from tenants in estates under the management 
of the Court of Wards just as arrears of land revenue. ‘Tt is needless to emphasize 
that the matter is highly controversial because it is one thing that organised 
Government should possess such powers and quite another for private individuals 
to be armed with them. In this connection it may be quite relevent to mention that 
times out of number the landlord members have protested on the floor of the 
House against powers of the Government to issue coercive processes and the arrests 
and detention of the defaulting zamindars.'’ 

Mr. E. A, H, Blunt, Finance Member, lopposing the motion pointed out that such 
powers in the bands of certain zamindars were liable to be misused and abused and 

26 
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such abuse would promote widespread agrarian riots in the Province. He said 
Government could not undertake the collection of rents for zamindars and the 
provision embodied in the Oudh Rent Act and Agra Tenancy Act to counter the 
no-rent campaign could only be made applicable when there was a general refusal 
to pay. In this case it was not such a refusal on the part of the tenants but their 
inability to pay. He, however, realised the landlords’ difficulties and agreed that 
some satisfactory solution of the problem must be found. He added that Govern- 
ment would soon tackle thelproblem. 

Mr. Chintamani said the zamindars who all along criticised the Government for 
the manner in which they resorted to the barbarous power of humiliating a default- 
ing zamindar by arresting him, could not in the same breath demand they should 
themselves be armed with similar powers. He however strongly pleaded for a proper 
adjustment of rent and revenue and for their reduction so that it might not be 
beyond the capacity of tenants and zamindars to pay. 

The motion was withdrawn and the whole revenue demand was voted. 

^ 14 th. MARCH ; — The effect of 13 years’ .transitional system of Government 
since the Reforms were inaugurated on the morale and discipline of the Police 
Force, was referred to by Kumoar Jagdish Parsad, Home Member, in the Council 
in moving the grant of Rs. 1,53,46,941 under “Police’^ 

One of the main features of the reformed constitution in U. P. has been that the 
portfolio of police has always been held by prominent Indians. The first was the 
late Maharaja of Mahmudabad and after him the Nawab of Chhatari, during whose 
absence ^from India Nawab Sir Muzammilallah Khan officiated. The late 1. G. of 
Police, Sir Robert Dodd, in his valedictory tribute had said that he was immensely 
proud of the loyalty, efficiency and zeal of the Indian Police during the 31 years he 
was associated with them in the U. P. The Home Member said this tribute was 
completely justified and the loyalty and discipline of the Force remained unshaken 
though the province ^cently passed through economic distress, political turmoil and 
communal troubles. The^ Council, though critical, had always voted the Police 
expenditure and showed its real sense of responsibility. The Government were deter- 
m^ined to make a sustained effort to reduce the incidence of dacoities, which was 
the main problem of crime. He frankly recognised the existence of corruption 
among the rank and file of the police forces and said the Government, with public 
assistance, resolved upon eradicating the evil. The Government would also impress 
on the police the need of b ing courteous in the treatment of the people so that the 
police might be regarded as guardians of law and order and at the same time the 
protectors of the poor and the oppressed. 

■r. Leader of the Opposition, pointed out that Sir Robert 

Dodd had already been declaiming against the proposal to place police under the 
control of Ministers responsible to the legislature but what difference did it make 
Member in charge of the police were to be called a Minister instead 
of a Home Mernber. On the basis of experience they were justified in anticipating 
continuous and friendly co-operation between the Government and the Legislature 
in the desire to keep the police up to the mark and make it less unpopular and 
more helpful to the people than at the present moment. The failure of the Con- 
gress to make good their promises led to increased revolutionary activity. Referring 

.of Mr* Hollins, 1. G. of Police, in his latest Administration Report 
T pointed out that if Congressmen promised complete Swaraj for 

India as the result of the Civil Disobedience campaign it would not have led to 
increased revolutionary activity, but the real cause of it was Government’s failure 
to implement their promises and the consequent feeling of hopelessness engendered 
in the public mind. Lack of co-operation on the part of the people in effectively 
dealing with crime was in no small measure due to the superior air which the 
police often betrayed towards them. 

Not one cut motion was passed before the Council adjourned. 

MARCH : — *‘A time is fast 1 approaching when the growing menace of 
unemployment will surely lead either to a revolution or an armed uprising”. This 

sounded by Saiyid Jafar Hosain (Moradabad) in connection 
witn tne widespr^d unemployment among graduates turned out in thousands every 
year by the five Universities in U. P. during the discussion in the Council on the 
^ucation Budget. He pres^d on the Government the desirability Jof appointing a 
committee to go into die whole problem. j ^ & 
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Anrinna Education, said the GoTcrnment were most 

nn prob'em bat their efforts had so far borne no fruit. There was 

.panacea for the trouble which had its oris-in in the aimless drift of 
^ Universities, a ^reat many of whm were really unfi: for University 
The m education must be BysteTiati=ed to prevent this aimless drift. 

really an economic one ani fresh avenues nf pmp!avin'^nfc must 
ground by reorgaiining provincial inJu^^ries recommended bv tfie indastries 
reorganization committee. 

- Minister assured the Hou^e that fh^ Government fullv realised the danger 
educated young men drift ivii-hout jobs and they were not sitting stil! 

coaU. Th.-y were most anxious to d rad a proper solu- 
aJP*? proplem but there was no rMigh and ready method for doing so. They 

the situation and were fully cngn'zant of the magnitude of the 
ITODiem. Ibe Minister while accepting the proposal for the appointment cf a Coromit- 
ee expressed that he had consulted several technical and commercial experts and was 
upp ying hunself heart and soul to the qu-^'Stfon. Government felt conSdent they 

would go a long way in removing unemployment bv providing industrial occupa- 
tions to educated young men. . i ^ t- 

The entire education demand was voted before the Council adjourned for the day. 

TLT After question time to-day, Kumcar Jagadisli Prasad. Home 

demand under the Administration of Justice for Rs, 
px^wOjOOd. Mr, l7. Jr . Chintmnani. by a cut motion. drew attention to the publication iu 
ne ^w^^ers yesterday and repeated today that one of the Judges of the Allaha- 
^5 was going to be appointed as Chief Judge of the Oudh Chief Court. 

Mr. Oiyntamani said he would like to know from the Home Member whether 

correct and if the Home Member's answer was in the affirma- 

.^9 reasons therefor. He pointed out that on the 

V Chief Court there were Judges who in the public estimation 

^ qualified for the Office of Chief Judge. On the last occasion, 
wnen tne Omce of the Chief Judge fell vacant, Government's action created an 

Seuior Puisne Judge of the Chief Court would in the ordinary 
elevated to the position of Chief Judge and that there would 1^ no 
importatioa from, another court to fill that office. In case the statement published 
P f fi was correct he liked to know why the same practice was not going to 
• roll owed on the present^ occasion. As there had been no official communication 

in or contradiction of the present statement in the Press, Mr. Chinta- 

mani auded he would not be justified at the present moment in making any com- 
ments on the assumption that the information was well founded. If, unfortunately, 
1 C snouid be necessary to offer any observations on that point they would be 
reserved for a later occasion. 

Kuimar Jagadish Prasad replying, said that as Hon’ble Members know the 
^pointing authority for the permanent appointment of the Chief Judge of the 
omer oourt was the Governor-General-in-Conneil and no official announcement had 
been ^^de as to who was to succeed Sir Wazir Hasan. He therefore very much 
regretted he was unable to answer Mr. Chintamani's questions until an announcse- 

by^ the Govern or-in-Council. 

Mr. Gkintamam said in case no information had been received by the Ijocal 
uoverninent from the appointipg authority he hoped he would not be hoping for 
too if he stilly expected that the action which was bound to be regards by 
the public as injustice to deserving Judge would not be perpetrated. He further 
r * j Local Government who certainly would be asked by the Government 

indeed they had not been already asked, would support the claim of an 
omcer ror whose appointment they themselves must have been initially responsible, 
as the Government of India were not likely to have made the appointment to the 
^eneh of the Court in these Provinces without the knowledge or advice of the 
iiOcal Government. He farther desired to state very candidly that if the official 
announcemeot that might be made would confirm the news already published, there 
W(^Id be wide and deep disappointment in the public mind and the Government of 
Inma would have none to thank but themselves for creating fresh occasion for 
public discontent and public distrust with regard to acts done by them. Though he 
feared it must betoolatetoinfiaeuce any decision which the Government of India might 
have taken or were about to take, none the less he earnestly hoped and trusted 
that the action of the Local Government in the matter would bring about an 
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arrangement which would be in accordance with precedent and conform to the dic- 
tates of justice and which would satisfy the public mind. 

The issue raised being the appointment of the Chief Judge of the Chief Court 
and the power of appointment being in the hands of the Government of India, the 
motion was not pressed. 

23r<l. MARCH The budget session of the Council concluded to-day. During 
the day the Council discussed the demand for medical department estimates 
but the debate had not concluded when the guillotine was applied at 5. p. m. 
and all remaining demands were voted. Shortly afterwards, the Council reassembled 
and passed two taxation bills after considerable discussion during which the Govern- 
ment agreed to limit the period of operation of the bills to three months instead of 
two years as originally provided. The house divided on both measures, the voting 
on the Court Fees Amendment Bill being 57 to 13 votes, while on the Stamp Act 
Amendment Bill, it was 60 to 14. The Council was then prorogued. 


April Session — Lucknow — 9th. to 12th. April 1934 

Goveeijoe’s Survey of Ageagrian Situation 

His Excellency Sir Malcolm Hailey, Governor of the United Provinces, in the 
course of an address to members of the Council which commenced its April session 
on the 9th. April 1934 detailed reasons whicb compelled him to send back to 
the Council the Agriculturists Belief Bill for reconsideration of some of its impor- 
tant clauses and dealt exhaustively with the question of rural indebtedness. 

Dealing with the general aspect of rural indebtedness, he asked whether any 
scaling down of the standing debt by legislative enactment was regarded as an appro- 
priate remedy. The generaL scaling down of debt which took account only of the 
amount of debt due and not of rates of interest engaged and which did not provide 
to the creditor any increased facility for securing repayment in return for the 
loss of the potential assets was not, he thought, an appropriate measure. 
It would create general loss of confidence which would react gravely on the 
credit, not only as applied to agricultural but other transactions. The remedy 
lay in an attempt to prescribe rates of interest and His Excellency suggested that 
the rates prescribed must bear some proper relations to the prevailing rates earned 
by money elsewhere and to extra risks involved in this particular class of transaction. 
Turning to the particular aspect of the problem created by the depression in the 
produce prices, His Excellency referred to the various specific measures such as 
the Agriculturists Belief Bill, the Begulation of Trades Bill and the Encumbered 
Estates Land Alienation Bill, which were designed to relieve indebtedness and ex- 
plained their aims and objects. He suggested any action in this direction must be 
regulated by discriminative readjustment of contracts and a recognition of abili- 
ty of debtor to pay and the relation borne by contractual rates of interest to^ the 
value of money in other investments. Further action must be directed to giving 
the creditor facilities for recovering adjusted debt. 

His Excellency then dwelt on the changes involved in the Agriculturists Belief 
Bill. His Excellency deeply regretted that he was felt compelled to ask the Council 
to reconsider some of the'' important clauses of the Bill, but the reason was that 
Government had not then before them the mass of material since obtained, which en- 
abled them to judge the effect of these clauses in a large number of contract cases. 

His Excellency concluded : “If, in attempting to relieve the indebtedness of one 
class, we cut under the general operation of credit, we may cause mischief the full 
extent of which none of us can foresee.” 

Agriculturists Loans Act Amend. Bill 

The Council then passed the Agriculturists Loans Act Amendment Bill aimed at em- 
powering the Government to advance loans to agriculturists for the purchase of 
occupancy rights and for the payment of the existing debts. There was general 
complaint in the House that the Bill was taken into consideration at too short a 
notice, members not having been given sufficient time to study its provisions though 
its usefulness was generally recognised. The Finance Member announced that the 
Agriculturists Belief Bill sent back by the Governor- in-Council for consideration will 
be taken up in the June session. 
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AGBICULTtTRISTS RELIEF BILLS 

1 1th. APRIL .-—There was protracted debate lasting; for more than four hours 
over the Finance Member s motion for reference to select committees of the Encum- 
bered Estates Bill, the Bill to mahe temporary provision for regulation of execu- 
tion of civil court decrees of small agriculturists^ the Bill to malte temporary pro- 
vision for regulation of sale of agricultural land, and the Bill to amend the Usurious 
Loam Act of 1918 in its application to U. P. 

A very notable contribution to the debate on the bills was the forceful vigorous 
and able maiden speech by one of the two representatives of money-lenders and 
bankers, viz. Mr. Radhey Skyam Rastogi. Their viewpoint on the proposed bills 
found an able exponent in Mr. Rastogi and his speech was well received by the 
House for the manner in which he pleaded for a fair and equitable treatment being 
accorded. Keen dissatisfaction was expressed with the scheme of legislation brought 
forward by a number of members including Xawabzada Liagat AH Khan^ Hafiz 
Hidayat Husam^ Rai Rajeshicar Bali, Maulvi Fasihuddin and Hafix, Muhammad 
Ihrahim, Their contention was that the bills were very much restricted in scope 
and no real and substantial relief was being afforded to the bulk of the agricultural 
population. This criticism was most effectively met by the leader of the Opposition, 
Mr. Chintamani, who in a masterly speech pointed out that the principle underlying 
all the bills were most desirable and unobjectionable and the details could be 
settled in the select committee. He humorously pointed out that he was admittedly 
not a novice in the art of denunciation of the Government but he was sure that 
these bills were meant to do a good turn to the agriculturist in his present difficul- 
ties, Mr, Chintamani added he was convinced that at the present moment the 
weapon in their armoury which should be taken out and used was not the weapon 
of denunciation or generalisation bat of patient and impartial examination of the 
bills. Mr. Chintamani also effectively answered the criticism of Nawabzada Liaqat 
Ali Khan that the Government had responded to his appeal not to treat the money- 
lenders as a plague spot in the society more than he could have expected and the 
question addressed by the deputy president to Mr. Chintamani at the conclnslon of 
his speech was disallowed by the President on the ground that it did not arise out 
of the discussion before the House, 

Industries Committee Report 

12tli. APRIL .-—The Industries Reorganisation Committee report of Hon^ Srivas- 
tava engaged the Conncirs attention to-day. Mr. Chmtamani condemned many 
recommendations made by the committee particularly the one proposing the closing 
down of several useful industrial and technical schools. Mr. Chintamanrs speech 
was a terrific onslaught on the Minister's policy and measures in connection with the 
Industries department. After the discussion of the report the House passed Maulvi 
Fashiuddin^s resolution for a sum of Es. 8,00,000 being set apart for the development 
of cottage industries on co-operative lines, discussion on which had been postponed 
on Feb. 16 pending consideration of the Industries Committee report. The House 
then adjourned sine die. 


Special Session — Nainital — 14th. to 23rd. June 1934 

Resolution on Land Revenue Question 

A resolution recommending to the Government not to alter the present scale of 
rent and revenue remissions in the coming year in the United Provinces and to 
reject the proposals of adjustment of rent and revenue to prices as formulated in 
the new scheme was carried in the Council, which commenced its Nainital session on 
the 14th. June 1934. The resolution was discussed the whole of the next day, a 
majority of speakers supporting the resolution. 

On behalf of landholders, it was contended that the resolution sought to 
deprive them of their principal function of adjusting rent and revenue. It was also 
urged that according to the new scheme, there would be less benefits to agricul- 
turists. On behalf of the Government, the Finance Me7nher explained that the 
Government were still keeping an open mind on the new scheme and had not decided 
if and when to bring it into operation. 



206 THE U. P. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL [ nainital^ 

Juveniles Anti-Smokino Bill 

16th. JUNE : — The Council to-day "rejacted after ""a lengthy debate :by a large 
majority the non-official Bill to prevent juveniles” from smoking tobacco. Those who 
opposed the Bill contended that the Bill as framed was unworkable and would only 
help to encumber the statute book, being ineficctive. Supporters of the Bill, on the 
other hand, urged that the Bill was a necessary piece of legislation considering that 
the injurious habit of smoking among juveniles was alarmingly increasing. 

Dt. Boards Act Amend. Bill 

Another retrograde and reactionary bill to amend the District Boards Act which 
was moved for reference to select a committee met with a very hostile reception in 
the House. The bill virtually sought to make the chairman and secretaries of 
district boards autocrats and its mover, Thahur Giriraj Singh, made a futile attempt 
to make out a strong case in its support. When it was first introduced on Feb. 
15, its provisions were found to be of such a sweeping character that the leader of 
the Opposition, Mr. Qhinta^iiani moved for its circulation for eliciting opinion thereon 
and the motion was carried. The opposition being almost overwhelming the mover 
discreetly withdrew his motion remarking that he was against wasting the tax- 
payers’ money on the select committee to consider two of the clauses of the bill 
which the Eon, Nawah Mohd. Yusuf, the Minister, was inclined to support in a 
modified form. 

Non-Official Bills 

ISth. JUNE Three bills sponsored by Rai Bahadur Bahu Vihramajit 
Singh occupied the attention of the Council for the whole of to-day. The first two of 
them sought to do away with the system of plural voting now in vogue in elections 
of various committees of district and municipal boards and to introduce the system 
of election by single transferable vote with a view to ensure representation to 
minority parties. The change advocated by the Eai Bahadur encountered little or 
no opposition and some members doubted the necessity of referring the bills to 
select committees which would involve avoidable public expenditure. 

An amendment to the effect that bills be taken into consideration was sought to 
be moved by Shaikh Muhammad Hahihullah which was, however, ruled out by the 
President in view of the Standing Orders on the subject that when there was a 
motion for reference of a bill to a select committee before the House, the only 
amendment which could be moved was for the circulation of the bill to elicit opinion 
thereon. 

The third bill of the Rai Bahadur was for complete overhauling of the Agra 
University Act passed in 1926. The bill proposed to make drastic changes of 
far-reaching nature in the Act and the Rai Bahadur made an elaborate and 
laboured speech for nearly an hour which howeverpell flat upon the House. Proceed- 
ing on the assumption that teachers dominate the Senate and the executive council 
of the Agra University, he suggested almost revolutionary changes with a view to 
dislodge them and reduce them to a position of utter insignificance so that the poor 
teachers might be practically crushed out of existence and their places be occupied 
by the secretaries of the boards of management of colleges. 

One of the greatest offences of the Agra University which provoked R. B. 
Vikramajit Singh’s wrath was the statute passed by it in the interests of teachers’ 
security of tenure. The statute required the boards of management to enter into 
written contracts with teachers in their service so that the sword of Damocles might 
not be perpetually hanging over their heads and they might not be despotically 
dismissed by autocratic secretaries of colleges. The Rai Bahadur vigorously 
criticised this statute in particular and held that the presence of self-interested 
teachers in large numbers on the university was responsible for its enactment. 

Eafiz Hidayat Husain, who followed the mover, moved for the circulation of 
the bill and he was ably supported by Rai Rajeshwar Bali, deputy leader, Nationa- 
list Party, during whose regime as Education Minister the Agra University Act was 
passed by the legislature. In a very informing and well reasoned speech Rai 
Rajeshwar Bali convincingly showed that the bill was quite uncalled for, if not 
mischievous and sweeping in nature. 

Mr. A. H, Maelcenzie, Director of Public Instruction, said it was essential to 
obtain public opinion on the bill, particularly of the Agra University Senate which 
would meet in November next. He literally tore to shreds E» B. Vikramajit Singh’s 
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bogey of domination of teacher element in the university affairs and vigorously defen- 
ded the statute enacted by the Agra University for the stability of teachers. 

The House eventually agreed to the bill being circulated for eliciting opinion by 
December 15, 1934, 

Eepeal of Goonda Act 

19th. JUNE: —There was an animated and lively debate to-day over the resolu- 
tion moved by Hafiz Mohammad Ibrahim asking for repeal of the Gooadas Act. 
The debate which lasted for the whole of the day showed that there was a sharp 
cleavage of opinion on the way in which the legislation was being worked in 
Cawnpur since it was brought into force in March 191^. The mover, in 
his speech, argued for nearly an hour that the Act was being harshly worked 
and several innocent persons had suffered along with the guilty. Hafiz Hidpat 
Biissain was for ihe Act being amended but not repealed and he moved an amend- 
ment accordingly. The leader of the Constitutional Party, Bai Bahadur Bahu 
Yikramajit SmgK opined that the existing conditions in Cawnpore warranted the 
continuance of the Goondaa Act in all its rigour aud did not permit any sort of 
relaxations. Another amendment moved by Baba Brijumidan Lai urged that the 
Act be amended on the basis of the report of a committee to be appointed by 
Government ^ consisting of two officials and two non-officials presided over by a 
High Court judge. This procedure was considered to be too cumbersome by Rai 
Rajeshawar Bali, deputy leader of the Nationalist party, and the leader of the 
Democratic garty. Nawabzada Liaqat Alt Khan, who was a member of the Cawn- 
pore Eiots Enquiry Committee, held that the presence of goondas was a grave 
menace to the peace and tranquillity of Cawnpore city and suggested the enactment 
of the present Act. Mr, R. F, Mudie, Collector of Cawnpore^ emphatically resfuted 
the suggession that there was any room for innocent persons being extemed from 
Cawnpore as goondas^ The Home Member, Kumcar Jagadish Frctaad, stated 
that the Act had been very fairly administered and the case of every goonda against 
whom there was preliminary report by the district magistrate was very carefully 
scrutinised by two very experienced judges— Mr. J. J. W. Allsop^, at preseafc judicial 
secretary, who was soon going to be raised to the High Court beach, and Mr. 
Mohammad Ziaul Hasan who was now a judge of the Chief Court. Prcxieedings 
were taken by the Government againsc 223 Goondas of whom only were 
externed on the recommendation of the judges. The Home Member strongly repu- 
diated the charges of oppression on the part of the police or of irresponsibility on 
the part of the executive and accepted the suggestion of Rai Rajeshicar Bali that 
Government should receive all the proposals for the amendment of the Act and see 
in what respects the working of the Act could be improved. Mr. Brijnandan Lai, 
thereupon, withdrew his amendment and the resolution as amended by Hafiz Eida- 
yat Hussain was carried without division. 

20th. JUNE Official business was transacted at tq-day's Council meeting which 
included the passage of two bills to amend the Mu7iicipalitie8 Act and the i>Jsfnc^ 
Boards Act, 

In the course of the discussion on the Municipalities Bill, generally known as 
the Municipal Omnibus Bill, Rai Raj&sliicar Bali made a very practical and 
commendable suggestion for comprehensive amendment of bc^ the Acts, so that 
there might be no necessity for piecemeal legislation which was very inconvenient 
and con&sing to all concerned. The Minister, who did not favour the suggestion 
for the appointment of a committee, expressed his agreement to a certain extent 
with the criticism against piecemeal legislation and said that the present bills would 
probably be one of the last series of amending bills. 

23rd. JUNE The Finance Member after presenting the report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Encumbered Estates Bill and other allied bills relating to rural 
indebtedness did not move their consideration. He explained that certain proviskjns 
of the first Bill as amended required the previous sanction of the Government of 
India, as they tended to interfere with central subjects. For this reason, it was 
thought necessary to postpone consideration of the Bills, pending the sanction of the 
higher authorities to some suitable date. 

There being no other business before the House, the President adjourned the 
House sine die. 
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Proceedings of the Council 

BUDGET SESSION-^LAHOBE’-mh. TEBEUAEY TO 23rd. MAECJI 1934 

With the swearing in of the first-elected lady member of the Council, Shrimati 
Lchhaicati Jain, the proceedings of the Budget Session of the Punjab Legislative 
Council commenced at Lahore on the 1 9th. February 1934. 

The day was devoted to the discussion of a non-official resolution recommending 
to the Government the appointment of a mixed committee of members of the 
House, with a majority of elected members, to examine the causes of inadequate 
representation of Statutory agriculturists in a majority of Government departments 
and suggest means whereby their adequate representation in all departments may 
be secured within the nest five years. The debate had not concluded when the 
House adjourned. 

20th. FEBRUARY : — The resolution was debated upon to-day and subsequently 
withdrawn on the assurance of the Finance Member to take. steps to enforce Govern- 
ment’s policy in the matter wherever it was not effectively carrried out. 

Women in Local Bodies 

The part which women should play in public life was the subject of an interest- 
ing but inconclusive debate in the Council on the motion of the first elected lady 
member, Shrimati Lekhawati Jain, that sex disqualification for registration on elec- 
toral rolls of Municipalities and District Boards should be removed in respect of 
women generally and that they should be allowed to stand as candidates for mem- 
bership of those bodies. 

The Leader of the Oppositio}i, opposing the motion, observed that the Council 
had made a great mistake when it allowed women to stand for election to the 
Legislature and he pleaded against a similar mistake being made in respect of 
Dist»ct Boards and Municipalities. 

Dr, {Mrs.) Shave, the only other woman-member of the House, preferred women 
being nominated to local bodies as they would not be prepared to face the mud- 
slinging that elections involved. 

Another member observed that God had entrusted women with the function of 
bringing up children and instead of seeking to enter public bodies, they should devote 
themselves to bringing up the younger generation on correct lines, 

Sardar Ujjal Singh, on the other hand, pointed out ^that the Punjab Council 
was the first to remove the sex disqualifications in respect of the candidature to the 
Councils. They were on the threshold of a new constitution and he regretted that 
anyone should express the view that women should not have ’the same powers as 
men. 

The debate had not concluded when the House adjourned. 

S7 
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Punjab Tobacco Vend Fees Bill 

22nd. FEBRUARY The inauguration of new constitution would make neces- 
sary the exploration of fresh sources of revenue, and tobacco was a suitable source, 
said the Hon. Sir Benry^ Craik, Finance Member, to-day, introducing the Punjab 
Tobacco Vend Fees Bill on the sale of manufactured tobacco in municipalities in 
notified areas, small towns, cantonments and railway stations in order to raise the 
revenue. Sir Henry Craik pointed out that tobacco was taxed in most parts of the 
world. It was a luxury and as such it was fit for levy of taxation. The Bill pro- 
posed to levy a small annual license fee from all persons whether shop-keepers 
or hawkers. 

Pandit Nanak Ohand and Sheik Mohamed Sadiq opposed the Bill on the 
ground that it would lead toharrassment of the people. They were not against taxing 
tobacco, but objected to certain provisions of the Bill, Pandit Nanak Chand added 
that the Bill was an undue interference with the liberty of the people. 

Choudhury Chottu Ram, Leader of the Unionist Party, lent full support to the 
Bill, which was referred to a Select Committee, 

Ofeicial Bills Passed 

The House then passed without discussion the Pu7ijah Municipal Tax Validating 
Bill, Punjal) Small Touns Tax Validating Bill, the Punjab Municipal Amendment 
Bill and the Punjab Municipal Executive Officers' Bill, all of which were minor 
ofScial measures. The House then adjourned till the 26th. 

Financial Statement for 1934-35 

26ili. FEBRUARY Introducing his fourth budget in the Council Ibis afternoon, 
Sir Henry Craik, Finance Member, estimated the income on revenue account 
during the forthcoming financial year at Es. 10,66 lakhs and the net expendi(ture 
charged to revenue at Es. 10,15 lakhs. ‘Although there are some indications that 
the worst period of economic depression has been passed, and though at the 
moment there are some slight signs of an upward trend in prieeSj there is certainly 
no ground for any complacent ojitimism’, said Sir Henry Craik, summing up the 
outlook. He announced the Punjab Government's decision to continue for another 
year the temporary 5 per cent, cut in the pay of Government servants, thus result- 
ing in a saving of Es. 16 lakhB^ 

Summing up the results of his stewardship of the Punjab finances, Sir Henry 
Craik said : ‘On the results of the whole series of four years as far as they can at 
present be visualised, we are, I think, entitled to look with a modest degree of 
satisfaction, We have been confronted with a period [of economic depression un- 
paralleled for more than a century. We have not so far imposed a penny of addi- 
tional taxation. But, so far at any rate, we have succeeded in winning through on 
the right side. Many countries, and, indeed, several provinces in India, are now 
practically bankrupt, but our head is still above water and we are now certainly 
in a stronger position than we were two years ago.’ The Finance Member said that 
the total amount of Government dues foregone during the last four years amounted 
to the ‘enormous’ sum of Es. 6,13 lakhs. 

Concluding, Sir Henry Craik said that the Government had been guided by two 
principles in the management of the province’s finances during the last few years. 
The first of these is the necessity of showing its practical sympathy with the culti- 
vator in his present distress by means of remissions in taxation up to the utmost 
possible limit. The second principle which we have steadfastly kept in mind is our 
obligation to conserve our resources so that we shall be able a year or two hence 
to hand over the province to our euccessors, when the promised reforms are intro- 
duced, in a sound financial condition. To secure this end we have been constrained 
during the last three years to draw our belts tight and deny ourselves many things 
which in more prosperous times we should have regarded as indispensable. This 
policy of rigid self-denial must, I fear, be continued for some time to come, for it 
is all important that the reformed constitution should have a fair start unhampered 
by financial embarrassments.’ 

The capital expenditure for 1934-35 is expected to amount to Es. 1,32 lakhs. The 
revised estimates for 1933 -34 show a surplus of Es. 23 lafcha against an estimated 
surplus of Es. 29 lakhs. 

General Discussion of Budoet 

MARCH: — During the general discussion of the Budget in the Council to-day, 
non-official speakers, including Raja Narendranaih, Leader, Urban Tarty, iirged that 
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the Government should give more relief to agriculturists. A plea for co-operation 
between urban and rural interests was made by Mr. Monchdrlal^ ex-Miniater, who 
pointed out that the prosperity of the province could only result from the co- 
operation of all in a spirit of common citizenship. CK Ckottu Ram^ Leader^ Buial 
Party, appreciating these sentiments, added that the interest of urban population 
were inter-connected, but some existing conflicts could not be overlooked. 

2nd. MARCH Winding up the discussion in the Coaucil to-day, the Finance 
Member assured those who desired surplus to be utilised for reducciou of 
water charges if unforeseen calls are not made on the GovernmEut'a purte, that 
Government would certainly afl'ord what relief they could to agriculturists. The 
Finance Member also referred lo All-India Services and observed that the cadre was 
not filled at present to the full extent. Begarding the reduction in salaries for new 
entrants, the Punjab Govern naent, he said, had been in correspondence with the 
Central Government. Non-officials laid stress on the need for agriculturists. Mr. 
Zafarullah Khan (delegate to the PbOnnd Table Conference) urged that exchange 
ratio should be fixed at Is. 4d. instead of Is. 61 Reduction of railway freights and 
industrial development were among the other points brought forward. 

Voting on Budget DmANDS 

Gth. MARCH The Government suffered a defeat in the Council to-day, when a 
token cut, which was moved to urge the reduction of 25 per cent in land revenue, 
was carri^ by 37 votes to 28. 

The supporters of the motion dwelt on the ^^deplorable condition of agriculturists'’ 
and urged that new sources of revenue should be found in which connection they 
suggested industrial development. The Finance Member pointed out that a per- 
manent 25 per cent reduction in water rates and land revenue would cost two crores. 
This was the Government’s second defeat of the session. Government having 
suffered their first reverse earlier to-day, when a token ent urging the necessity of 
changing the Malkana Rates was carried by a majority of three votes. 

8ih. MARCH ‘‘Prohibit liquor consumption all over the Province and meet the 
consequent loss to revenue by raising taxes’' said one Member to-day speaking on 
the token cut over the excise demand moved to discuss the excise policy of the 
Minister, He urged that the youth movement should be organised in villages for 
preaching temperance on rural reconstruction lines. The cut motion was withdrawn. 

Earlier, the Council turned down the demand made by a non-ofiiclal member 
through a token cut motion for reduction of price of country liquor. Opposing the 
motion, other non-officials urged that the price of the country liquor should on the 
other hand be increased. Government Members did not participate in the voting. 
The cut was negatived. The whole excise demand was voted. 

12th, MARCH -.—Whether a Provincial Council <could discuss on adjournment 
motion the excise duty on sugar proposed in the Central Budget was the subject of 

consideration in the Council to-day. , i. u 

This morning had been fixed for a discussion of the adjournment motion but 
when the House met, the President opined that as the matter did not involve the 
responsibility of the Punjab Government they had to consider whether the adjourn- 
ment motion would be in order. Discussion of the matter on a resolution csould, 

however, be permitted under Rule l26. j- ■ -i. 

The Leader of the House agreed on this view and after some discussion it was 

agreed to discuss the question in the shape of a resolution,^ j. t-i - i. 

Khan Bahadur Haoibullah then moved that the imposition of the Excise Duty 
on sugar was prejudicial to the interests of the growers, consumers and manufac- 
turers in the Province. . , , 

Ex-Minister Uanoharlal said the import duty on sugar was imposed as a protec- 
tive measure and it was a matter of the greatest surprise that so soon after that 

the excise duty should be proposed. , . . . . , .. 

Sir Joginder Singh, Minister for Agriculture, speaking in his personM capacity, 
said the Punjab Government were not consulted by the central authonti^ with 
regard to the duty. He asked what would be the position of the provme^ in the 
future Federation. Regarding the proposals for such duties, Sir Joginder Sioga 
added that if any commodity produced in the province was to be taxed at least a 
large share of the proceeds should go to the provinces. 
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Dr. G-okulchand Karang, Minister for Local Self-Government, said it vras still 
an open question -whether sugar excise duty was a Central or Provincial source of 
revenue. Ho read extracts to show that Java held huge stocks of sugar and had 
already begun to undersell in the Indian markets. 

Speakers generally urged that the duty was harmful to the cane-grower, manu- 
facturer and consumer alike. 

The resolution was carried without dissentients, Government members, except 
Ministers, did not participate in the debate. 

The President had declared a cut motion carried and on the Government press- 
ing for a division, division bells were already ringing when the cut motion was with- 
drawn. The cut sought to raise the question of assessments with regard to certain 
damaged crop in Dera Gazi Khan and the Beveyiue Member had spoken on it 
following which, as the mover did not withdraw the motion, the President put it 
to the House and declared it carried. The Government asked for a division and 
the House was about to divide accordingly when the Minister for Education sugges- 
ted that the House had not correctly understood the Revenue Member’s explanation. 

Upon this the Presideyit called upon the Revenue Member again to explain the 
Government attitude. This was done and then the cut motion was withdrawn. 

The Government, however, suffered one defeat this afternoon when a token cut 
was carried under one of the “Irrigation” heads with a view to bring to the notice 
of the Government waterlogging in certain areas thus affecting their productivity 
detrimentally. At question time the Revenue Member stated that special remissions 
in land revenue amounting to Rs. 9,19,000 were granted during the xabi 1933. 

I3lh. MARCH With a view to drawing the attention to the travelling 
allowance of its members being insufficient, the Council to-day effected a token cut 
in the budget demand for General Admistration (Reserved). 

Government Members, as well as the Unionist Party, according to the Parlia- 
mentary practice of elected Members, could not vote on this token cut, as the mat- 
ter concerned the members. The President, however, later ruled that the entire 
House could vote thereon. 

Whether the Standing Committee of the House was a revising body regarding 
the Council’s decisions was another point which came up during the discussion of 
the cut motion. 

Supporters of the token cut complained that while cut in officmls’ salaries was 
restored by five per cent, the Council Members’ allowances, which was reduced 
from 12 to 10 rupees per day, had not yet been restored. 

The Finance Member explaining the position, observed that, while the token cut 
with a similar object was passed in 1932 by the Council, it did not receive general 
support of the House and, as the Government were doubtful regarding the exact 
wish of the House, the Standing Finance Committee was consulted. The latter 
opined that no action need be taken on the cut. 

At this stage the President enquired whether the_ Standing Finance Committee 
was a revising authority. The President added that it was open to the Government 
to consult anyone, including the Standing Finance Committee, but the question was 
whether the Committee’s decision would supercede the Council’s decision. 

The Chief Secretary explained that there was considerable discussion in 1932 on 
the motion which was carried in spite of the opposition by some members. The 
Government was doubtful whether to carry out the cut or not. 

The President rejoined that the House gave its decision and the Chief Secretary 
was doubtful about the constitutional point. That point was referred to him and 
he gave his opinion on it. It was for the Government whether to carry out the 
Council’s decision or not. The President added that he ought not to have been con- 
sulted, if his opinion was not given due weight. 

At this stage the Finance Member said that financial stringencjr still continued, 
but if the House desired the allowance to be raised it would be raised. The Leader 
of the Unionist Party opposed the motion, which, however, was carried. 

16 tli. MARCH A motion for a ‘token cut’ in the salary of the Minister for 
Local Self-Government, drawing attention to the paucity of Moslems in hydro- 
electric branch, was withdrawn after discussion. 

A plea for joint Ministerial responsibility was made by Pandit Eanalcdhand in 
opposing the entire demand under General Administration. He urged that the time 
had come when Ministers should do away with the communalism jointly. Pandit 
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Nanakchand added that reforms were a failure and unless pint ministerial respon- 
sibility was realised, there could be no benefit from reforms. The Pandit was still 
speaking, when the guillotine fell and all demands were voted. 

Responsibilities of I^Iinistees 

‘‘Extend the ^ control of the Minister over officers such as Commissioners and 
Deputy Commissioners”, was the subject of the raling in the Council to-day. The 
President laid down that if a Deputy Commissioner or Commissioner did not act 
according to the policy determined by the Governor in consultation with the 
Minister, the latter’s duty would be first to approach the Governor, or, if necessary, 
the Viceroy, or His Majesty's Government, and point out that hia policy was not 
carried out by the officer. Otherwise, he should resign his Ministership. 

The matter arose over a reply given by Dr, Golculckand Xarang, Minister for 
Local Self-Government, at question time yesterday, relating to a Municipality 
in Gurdaapur District put by Mr. Zafrullah Khan. The Minister had observed that 
be was not responsible for the Commissioner’s action. 

After voting the Budget demands to-day, the President referred to this question 
again and expressed the view that the Minister was responsible for the acts of his 
subordinates. The President further enquired where elected members of the Council 
should go after ventilating their grievances if the M mister stated he was not 
responsible for the actions of his subordinates. 

Dr, Gohulcliand Xarang, replying, observed that this was a constitutional question. 
It was wrong to say that Ministers were not responsible to the Council. Ministers 
were guided by the Council but under the present constitutions, Ministers cculd 
not interfere in the action of the Deputy Commissioner or Commissioner. They 
conld, however, advise them. The Deputy Commissioners were not under the 
Ministers, except to a very limited extent. 

Sir Pkiroze Khan Noon, Minister for Education, remarked that he was responsi- 
ble for the actions of officers in his department. It was weakness to say that the 
Minister could not interfere in the actions of a Deputy Commissioner or Commi- 
ssioner, 

The President remarked that the Minister was responsible to the House indivi- 
dually- If the policy was not carried out by the Commissioner or Deputy Commi- 
ssioner, the Minister’s duty was to bring it to the notice of the Governor or Viceroy 
or His Majesty's Government. Otherwise he should resign. 

At this stage, the Leader of the House, Sir Nenrg Craik, enquired whether the 
President was interpreting the rules? 

The President observed that he never intended to give a ruling, but when a 
Minister persisted in saying that he was not responsible for the action of an officer 
under him, the President had to give a ruling. He was sorry that such a consti- 
tutional matter had arisen where he liad to give a ruling. 

Dr, Gokulehand Narang observed that he never asked for a_ ruling. He added 
that up to now no such case of noncompliance with the policy laid down by him had 
occurred. The House then adjourned till the 19th. 

19th. MARCH Reference to Friday’s discussion in the Council on Ministerial 
control over certain officers was made to-day ia the Council when, after questions, 
Sir Henry Craik said : 

’^During Friday afternoon, on a certain constitutional point, I made certain 
observations which I now realise might possibly be interpreted as implying disres- 
pect to the Chair. I should greatly regret if you, Sir, should take anything that 
fell from me, as implying any disrespect or as challenging your authority. No 
such intention was present in ray mind, I would only add this — that I was taken 
by surprise by the discussion referred to, on a purely hypothetical matter, which I do 
not think, was fair to have been referred to the Chair at all, I would refer in this 
connection to the opinion expressed by my predecessor as Leader of the House, 
Sir Fazli Hussain in 1930, when he said, ‘1 may venture to point out that it is not 
right for any of us to ask the Chair to enter into constitutional controversies. 

Sir Henry Craik added that in future no such issue would be raised by any 
member on the Government benches without previous consultation with _ the Chair 
and without his concurrence as Leader of the House and as representative of the 
Government on these matters. 

The President replying said : “I am glad to hear a personal explanation made by 
the Leader of the House. I am sure it will remove every possibility of Ms being 




THE PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL [ SIMLA— 


misandewloo I. Further. Iheartily woicome liis saigestion that Hoa’ble members 
S.™ d rcffim in futara from raising in this House controversial constitutional 

brining in m i i iv, p a 

‘ It will bo recillid that on Friday last, the President of the Council gave a 

ra^inir that li Deputy Gxnmis^ioner or Commissioner did not act according to 

the'poliey d *^Tm’ned hv the Goveraor, in consultation with the Minister, the 

kttcr^s duty would be ’first to approach the Governor, or if necessary the 

Viceroy, or Majesty's Goyernm-nfc, and point cut that his policy was not carried 

out by the officer. Otherwise, he should resign his Ministership. n/r' • a j: 

The master arose over a reply given by Dr. Goiculcnaiui Jsarang, Minister for 
the Local S *If-Govcrnment, relating' to a Municipality in Gurdaspur District, put 
!)y Mr. Z'^fruHah Khan. The Minister had observed that! he was not responsible 
for the Commissioner’s action. 


Fuxjab Relief of lerpEBTEBXESS Bill 

2Qth. MARCH Oa the motion of the Fina?ice rMember, the Council adot^ted 
the proposal for circulation of the Punjab Relief of Indebtedness Bill with a view 
to eliciting opinion. 

Punjab Tobacco Veee Fees Bill. 

EaiHcr, the House adopted clauses of the Tobacco Yeyid Fees Bill with some 
modifieatioas. The Bill was then _ referred back to the select committee for formal 
in corpora! iou of changes after which it will be presented for final adoption. 


WoMEK Local Bodies (Gontd.) 

2dnd. MARCH The Council rejected by 25 to 49 votes a resolution that 
disf(iiaJifi cation for registration on electoral rolls of Municipalities and District 
Boards should be removed in respect of women generally, and they should be 
dloived to stand as candidates for those bodies. There was a lively discussion on the 
proposal, which was moved by Srimathi Lekhazeati Jain on the 20th. February, 

The Minuter for Local SelfGozyernment pointed ^ out that Municipalities were 
empowered to remove the sex-disqualification by adopting a resolution to that effect. 
He stated that if women were enfranchised one community would be benefitted while 
another community, namely Moslems, will not have that advantage as women of 
that community might not go as freely to the polling booths. The Minister expres- 
sed Govemment sympathy with the resolution and added that Government would 
invite opinions thereon from Municipalities and District Boards. 

Musicipal Executive Officeks' Ameistd. Bill 

23rc{. MARCH The division bell failed to function in the Council to-day apparently 
owing to a defect in mechanism, and this being the last day of the Budget session, 
the House adjourned siue die without taking a decision on the motion before it, 
namely, that the Punjab Municipal Executive Officers’ Amendment Bill be referred 
to a Select Committee. Discussion proceeded throughout the day and towards the 
close of the sitting, it was proposed that the question be put to the House. Some 
members pressed for a division on this closure motion but division bell would 
not ring. The House then adjourned sim die. 


Special Session — Simla — ^26th* to 28th. June 1934 

The Bubal Indebtedness Bill"^ 

The three-day's session of the Council opened on the 26tli. June 1934 in the ball 
of ^ Legislative Assembly, Simla, for which special permission was granted by the 
Proffident, Sir R. E. Shanmnkham Chetti. The non' hie ChaudJiury Sir Sahah-uddin, 
FriaMent of the Council, was in the chair. 


aifioed to amend the law relating to the relations between debtors and cre- 
and sought among ot^r things to define the term “agriculturist” according to 
to Dta^au Agneultural Relief Act, and adopted the definition of interest’ and ‘loan’ 
nom the Lssnoiis Aet of 1918, The Bill also proposed to amend the Provincial 
InscHfm^y Act X9SD so as to amble the debtor, whose debts exceed Es. 250 and 
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The only item of discussion by the Council was the Punjab Belief of Indebted- 
ness Bill. The Eonble Mr,. D. J, Bpyi, Finance Member moved that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of Rao Bahadur Chottu Ram, Khan Baha- 
dur Sardar Habib Ullah, Khan Bahadur Nawab Muhammad Hayat Qureshi, Dewan 
Bahadur Raja Narendranath, Mr. Manohar Lai. Sardar Bishen Singh, Pir Akbar 
Ali, the Hon’ble Sir Miles Irving, Mr. J. D. Anderson, nominee of the President and 
the mover. 

It might be remembered that the Bill was introduced on March 20 last in the 
Lahore session of the Council, la the statement of objects and reasons, it was men- 
tioned that in 1929 the total volume of agricultural debt in the Punjab was estimat- 
ted by the Provincial Banking Enquiry Committee at 135 crcres of rupees. Since 
that date, the sharp fall in the prices of agricultural produce had made the pressure 
of debt on the cultivator even heavier than these figures indicated, and the problem 
of finding some relief had now become a very acute one. At the end of 
March 1932, the Punjab Government appointed a Committee of members of the 
Legislative Council to consider this problem and to submit proposals for its solution. 
The report of the Committee had been debated in the Legislative Council and had 
been for some time under the careful consideration of the Government. 

Mr. Boyd moving for a Select Committee referred to the voluminous mass of 
opinions collected on the Bill and anticipated a feast of oratory in this session. He 
alluded particularly to the opinion of Mr. Orraerod, District and Sessions Judge, 
Ambala, who described the measure as ‘pompous futility’. The opinions of High 
Court judges were not altogether one of condemnation. Zamindars, while viewing 
the measure as necessary, wanted drastic changes. 

Mr. Boyd assured the House that the Government was not trying any heroic 
measures but that they had brought in a measure to meet the present abnormal 
conditions in the Punjab, where springs of credit were disappearing. Certain heroic 
measures were attempted in Rumania, Yogoslavia and United States ; but the 
attempts failed to secure that desired objective. It only proved that any interfer- 
ence with economic laws was almost as difficult and dangerous as interference with 
the laws of nature. He reminded the House that zamindars of the Punjab already 
enjoyed a degree of protection and privilege under the Land Alienation Act, While 
some thought that the Bill did not go far enough, others, particularly money-lenders, 
said that the Bill went too far and. indeed, there was hardly any language in the 
vocabulary which was not used to condemn the Bill. But, if the House studied the 
provisions of the Bill calmly, they would find there was good deal to commend it 
instead of dismissing it as wholesale robbery. In the Punjab, the business of 


whose total property does not exceed Rs. 1,000 to take advantage of the simplified 
procedure provided by Section 74 of that Act. In seeking to amend the Usurious 
Loans Act, the present Bill of the Punjab Government further made it obligatory 
on the court to take one of the forms of action laid down in Section 3 of the Act 
of 1918, if two conditions exist, viz., (a) that interest charged was excessive and 
(b) that the transaction as between the parties thereto was substantially unfair. 

The Bill also sought to define what rates of interest shall andlshall not be demeed 
to be excessive and intends to enable Government to set up Debt Conciliation 
Boards, in any area iu the province, defining at the same time the powers and 
functions of such Boards and the effect of reference to such Board. It is stated to 
be the intention of the Punjab Government if this Bill is passed into law, to set up 
Debt Conciliation Boards as an experimental measure in one or two carefully 
selwt^ areas. The Bill further proposed to amend the provisions of the Code of 
Civil Procedure, dealing with the arrest and detention of the judgment-debtor by 
making it obligatory for the court to issue a notice, before issuing the warrant of 
arrest and allowed the court to take into consideration any allegations made by the 
decree-holder before disallowing the application for the arrest of the judgment- 
debtor. 

Loans by banks are not subject to provisions of this Bill. 

The Bill also enabled the agriculturist debtor to make a deposit in court, either 
in full or part payment of his debt, with a view to relieve him from the burden of 
interrat. Many of the provisions of this Bill would appear to have been based on 
certain provincial legislation, like those of the United Provinces Reduction of 
Interest J^ll, the Central Provinces Debt Conciliation Bill, the Bengal Money 
Lender! Bill and the United Provinces Agriculturists’ Relief Bill, 
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financine gcricultnre was dow at a standstill and the Bill was an attempt to bring 
the dfblor and the creditor together into a mutually advantageous position. Mr. 
Svd hoped that nothing would be done to embitter the relations between these 
two clashes of people. In short, the Bill was intended to meet the present-day 
ran^ditions of credit in the Punjab and protect the agriculturists from money- 

Ipnnpr*? 

Mr.' 'Mahomed Din Malik opposed the Bill as it really aimed at safeguarding the 


Govern ment revenues. , . , j • i. 

Mr. Alladad Khan supported it and warned money-lenders against more mur- 
ders, if zamindars were not given relief. ^ i. £ n -Lt 

Mr. Mukufuilal Puri referred to the unanimous report of the Committee on 
indebtedness which said that permanent relief could come only through industrial 
development and subsidiary occupation. He criticised the measure at length as 
being unfair to some classes. ^ The Council then adjourned. 


27tb. JUNE Chaudhari was opposing the" motion for adjournment moved 

by Mr. Habibullah and said that Mr. Eabibullah should not, according to 
previous ruling of the Chair, be allowed to participate in the debate as he was 
financially interested in the matter and would benefit if occupier’s rates on fodder 

were not enhanced, , 

The President said that his ruling had been misquoted and asked the Member 

to withdraw. 

Mr. Allahdad Khan withdrew his remark and thereafter Mr. Allahdad said 
that Mr. Habibullah had lost the confidence of Zamindars and of his 
constituency. 

The President called on him to conclude his speech and not persist in 
disorderly conduct. He asked the Member to resume his seat. 

Mr, Allahdad Khan said, “Then, Sir, I oppose the Bill” and sat down. 

The President said that as the Member had persisted in disorderly conduct, he 
would ask him to withdraw from the^ House. 

Mr, iMhh Singh asked the President to review his order of expulsion as it was 
rather harsh. He hoped the Chair would show indulgence. 

President You mean he should be forgiven. 

Voim :-~Yes, 

Mr, Allakdad Khan than entered the chamber amidst cheers. 

Mr. RaUhdlaKs adjournment motion for protesting against the enhancement 
of occupiers’ rates on fodder was carried by 33 to 25 votes. 

&r Miles Irving said that the concession had not, during the past three years, 
increased the acreage for fodder and its enhancement had enabled the Government 
to give larger relief in respect of cotton and wheat crops. 

The on^nal occupiers’ rate was Bs. 1-8 per acre which was increased to 
Bs 2-8 fetching for the Government an extra revenue of Es. 26 lakhs. 

The House at this stage adjourned. 


2Stli, JUNE I — ^The Council concluded the three-days’ session to-day and 
adiourned sine die. The Punjab Belief from Indebtedness Bill was referred to a 
Select Committee of thirteen members. 

But when the President ^ and Government found that a large number of 
additional members were being proposed for the Committee they stuck to the 
committee of thirteen. 

The '‘no-confidence ' motion in the Chair given notice of by Chaudury Allahdad 
am was not moved. Four members took Chaudhury Allahdad Khan to the 
UiaiT and after some talks, the matter was dropped bv the mover 
Council then adjourned sine die. 
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67 Babu Badri Narayan Singh 

68 Babu Rudra Pratap Singh 

69 Babu Bishundeo Narayan 

Singh 

70 Maulavi Khalilur Rahman 

71 Maulvi Muhammad Abdul 

Ghani 
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72 Maulavi Shaik Muhammad f 

Shafi ! 

73 Khan Bahadur Habibur Rah- 

man 

74 Maulavi Abdul Wadood 

75 Maulavi Muhammad HaSxVN 

Jan ( 

76 Khan Bahadur Saghirul Haq 

77 Mr, S. M. Cassim 

78 

79 Babu Ramanugrah Narayan 

Singh 

SO Babu Bhagwati Saran Singh i 

81 Maulvi Shaikh Abdul Jalil 1 

Babu Godataris Misea j 

80 Rai Bahadur Satis Chandra ; 

SiNHA I 

84 Mr. Kamaldhari Lald i 

85 Rai Bahadur Lachhih Prasad { 

SiNHA I 

SO Babu Jagannath Das i 

87 Babu Radharanjan Das j 

88 Babu Nikcnja Kishore Das ; 


S9 Babu Rajeshyari Prashad 

90 Babu Harmadeo Prasad Sinha 

91 Chaudhuri Muhammad Nazirul 

Hasan 

92 Babu Radha Mohan Sinha 

93 Babu Ramjiwan Himat Singka 

94 Mr. Sachchidananda Sinha 

95 Raja Prithvti Chand Lal 

Ghowdrt 

96 Rai Bahadur Dwaeka Nath 

97 Rai Bahadur Shtamnandan 

Sahay 

08 Babu Srikeishna Prasad 
99 Babu Jogendra Mohan Sinha 

100 Babu Radha Prasad Sinha 

101 Me. Nanda Kumar Ghosh 

102 Rat Bahadur Krishnadeta 

Narayan Mahtha 

103 Babu Lalita Prashad Chau- 

dhuri 

104 Babu Kunja Bihart Chandra 

105 Babu Manindra Nath Mukherji 

106 Dr. Sir Saiyid Sultan Ahmad 


Proceedings of the Council 

BUDGET SE8SI0N-PATNA—14iK FEBRUARY TO 23rd. MARCH 1934 

The Bihar Earthquake Tragedy 

The earthquake situation in Bihar was the chief topic of discussion on the 
opening day of the Budget Session of the Bihar & Orissa Legislative Council at 
Patna on the 14th. February 1934. His Excellency the Governor was present in the 
distin^ished galley. 

Initiating the discussion, the Finance Member said that they were meeting to-day 
under the^ shadow of a great tragedy. Snch disaster had not fallen upon the 
province within the mernory of man. In a few seconds time the result of half a 
century of human toil and hope had been shattered and Bihar lay a stricken 
^nntry* The ejSTects of the earthquake of January 15 in Bihar was so terrific that 
for sometime communication with a great area was completely cut off- 

Roads, railways and telegraph lines were out of action. Telegraph communication 
Detween Patna and North Bihar is through Muzaffarpur. When the earthquake 
oj^nried the line from Patna to Muzaffarpur broke down and was not reopened 
a- m, on the morning of January 16. Telegraph lines from Muzaffarpur to 
reof^ned on January 18 and to Darbhanga on January 19. Telegraph 
IiBe between Muzaffarpur and Sitamarhi was not restored till January 24. Over 

hundr^ miles there was hardly a mile of track of the Bengal 
North W^torn Railway which was not seriously affected, 

otiaaber of deaths rroorted up-to-date was 7,057. The greatest loss of 
^ it® expet^^ m Tirhut Division where the number of deaths 
1^*1 disti^ 2,484 lives were lost. In Muzaffarpur 

Sk Sitamahri Sub-division, where perhaps W 

t ^ complete, 942 lives were lost mostly in 

stations in Hajipur Sub-diviflion 
in m •oath of the total lowi of life was 227 , in Darbh^ga the loss of 
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life was 2,128, over half of it was in Madhubani Sub-division. In Champaran the 
total loss of life was 499 mostly in Badar Sub-division. In Monghyr the loss of 
life occurred almost entirely in the town. There it was put to twelve hundred. 

The death roil in other districts are as follows : Patna 1^, Gaya 34, Shahabad 
22, Saran 184, Bhapalpur 174, Purnea 2, These figures were, except in the case of 
Monghyr town, the result of counting every case through the agency of the police 
and village watchmen and staff employed in clearing ruined quarters of towns. 

Dealing with the material damage done by the earthquake which was impossible 
to estimate at presenti he added that the damage to Government property consisted 
of buildings destroyed or damaged such as courts, residences, halls, hospitals, schools, 
police stations, registration offices, and so on and damage to embankments. In some 
cases districts and sub-divisional headquarters have to be completely rebuilt and 
lakhs of rupees would be required to make good these losses. The total cost of all 
these new buildings and repairs were likely to be over rather than under a ctore 
of rupees. The loss to the B.ngal and North Western Railways would be colossal. 
Damage to private property in Monghyr, Muzaffarpur "and Darbhanga was terrible. 

The first news of the disaster at Muzaffarpur reached the Government on the 
morning of January 16 by a letter seat down by hand during the night. From 
Monghyr the first news was by telegram despatched by the Commissioner from 
Bhagalpur on the evening of January 15, which reached the Government in Patna 
on the morning of 16. In the same morning a party of four doctors and five senior 
medical students were despatched to Monghyr and a party of seven Public Health 
doctors to Muzaffarpur and Tirhut on the morning of 17. At midday on the 16th 
the Government telegraphed to Calcutta for two aeroplanes which on arrival were 
used for getting news of Muzaffarpur and making air reconnaissances in the affected 
parts of North Bihar. 

The first question has obviously been one of finance. The local Government 
could not even afford to make good their own losses, much less give any help to 
others however sore their need might be. Sir Alan Parsons, Finance Secretary to 
the Government of India visited Patna a few days ago. The Government of India 
were prepared to meet the local Government in a generous spirit and the matter 
was under consideration but he was not yet at liberty to make a definite statement 
regarding the extent or the manner in which it was proposed the help would be 
provided. He might, however, say that the local Government hoped that they 
would be in a position to give loans to private persons to help them in the recons- 
truction of their houses and with this object a bill was being introduced immediately 
in the Council, 

After expressing deep gratitude they owed to the army for the help they 
rendered he concluded : “The disaster has drawn us together. Our minds have been 
touched to finer issues. Let us see to it that in the New Bihar that will surely 
rise upon the ruins of the old this happy union will continue. That as we are now 
striving together to bring comfort and relief to the homeless, bereft and destitute^ 
so we will always strive to preserve and foster this admirable spirit and create 
Bihar in which life would be fuller and nobler for generations that will come after.” 

Financial Statement for 1934-36 

The Hon'ble Mr. Nirsii. Narayan Sinha, Finance Member _ then introduced the 
budget estimates for the year 1934-35. He informed the (Council that the budget he 
was presenting had been finally approved on January 15 just 2^ hours before^ the 
earthquake. 

That calamity will have a serious effect on some of the principal h^s of 
revenue, e, g., the recovery of land revenue is likely to be delayed, irrigation 
receipts from the Dhaka canal will be reduced, receipts for stamps, registration 
and house rent will decrease and excise revenue may also be affected. On the 
other hand, expenditure must be increased under almost all heads. It had not 
been possible within the short time available to frame even the roughest estimate 
of loss of revenue or increase of expenditure. 

The Finance Member had, therefore, decided to present the budget as it had 
been approved before the earthquake as a justification for the demands which the 
Council would be asked to vote, though in the altered circumstances it could not 
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of rupees. He also sup^gested issue of premium bonds of small units on the lines 
adopted by the French and the Belgian Governments and the city corporation. 

Mr. Abdul Ghani said that the whole empire and the British Government should 
come to the help of stricken Bihar. 

Mr. Srikrishna Prosad said that more lives could ^ be saved in Monghyr if 
the Government promptly equipped the local ^ oflScers with necessary resources and 
employed men to remove the debris and extricate persons buried under it. 

17th FEBRUARY The discussion on the earthquake situation concluded to-day. 

Mr. Sacehidananda Sinha, leader of the Opposition, said that the statement of 
the ^cretary of State that five crores would be adequate to rebuild and rehabilitate 
stricken Bihar was a gross under-estimate. He thought that much more would be 
required to meet the requirements of the situation and the loan raised with the 
purpose should not be charged to the hapless province of Bihar but to the whole 
of India. He appealed for co-operation of all to reconstruct devasted Bihar and 

its economic and industrial life. , 

Winding up the discussion, Mr. Nirsu Narayaii Sinha^ Finance Member congra- 
tulated the members on the admirable manner the debate was concluded and 
assured them that all the suggestions made would merit careful consideration of 
the Government. H. E. the Viceroy and the Government of India were very 
sympathetic. The local Government would do best to urge upon them Biharis 
necessity and they hoped that the Government of India would meet the demands 
of the local Government in a generous spirit. At the same time, while 
struggling in a national adversity like this, they as Biharis should put their 
shoulders to the wheel and thus accomplish the task of reconstruction of the 
province. The Council then adjourned till the 19th. March. 

Voting on Budget Grants 

1 Bit. MARCH:— Voting on Budget grants commenced to-day. Bai Bahadur 
Lachmi Prasad Sinha under token cuts on the agriculture demand urged the 
need of the establishment of land mortgage banks to provide long term loans for 
the purpose of house buildings to those whose houses have been destroyed by the 
recent earthquake and adoption of necessary steps by the Govern m ant to reclaim 
agricultural lauds damaged by the earthquake. 

Several non-official members supported the proposal. The Government replying 
pointed out that indirect loans for the purpose of house building were already 
being advanced under the Natural Calamity Loans Act. But under the present finan- 
cial stringency the ^vernment could not undertake fresh liability of giving direct 
loan by establishment of mortgage banks. Various measures to deal with the 
problem of sand deposits were detailed and the members were assured that the 
Government were doing all that was possible to help the agriculturists by removal 
of sand and reclamation of agricultural lands. The cut motions were then 
withdrawn. 

MARCH Under token cuts in the provision for Orissa canals under the 
Irrigation demand, Mr. Jagannath Das raised a debate on Government policy re- 
garding the flooded tracts in Orissa and in particular the action taken regarding 
the left embankment of the Baitarini. 

♦Several Orissa members, induding Mr. Qodawaris Misra and Rai Bahadur Lah- 
shmMhar Mahanii complained that Government had not adequately dealt with the 
^obkm of flood prevention and had not carried out the various recommendations 
of the Orissa Flood Committee in that connection, 

Hon. Mr, Nirau Narayan Sinha, Member-in-charge, Irrigation Department, replying, 
that Government had carried out the majority of recommendations of the 
Flood Committee and had done their best to mitigate the suffering caused by floods. 
He pennted out that as the Expert Committee had reported it was humanly impos- 
prevent floods altogether, 

, motion was ultimately withdrawn. The Council then voted the entire 

under Irrigatmn, Registration, Forests and Stamps. 

Uttoey a token cut in the Land itoyenue demand, Rai Bahudur Lachmi Prasad 
ti^ necessity for suspeusion of land revenue and cess for the year and 
Of ^ m areas worst affected by the earthquake. Hon^ble Mr. J. T. WhiUy, 

readying point^ out that time for payment of laud reve- 
aud was already beang lUK^ed in the worst affected areas in North Bihar 



-19-23 MAB, ’34 ] 


VOTING ON BUDGET DEMANDS 


223 


but a general suspension of land revenue and cess for a longer peric^ would be 
undesirable. The discussion was not concluded when the Councu aujourned. 

21rt. MARCH : — Government suffered the first_ defeat of the ^sion when a 
tokr6D cut of Rs. 10. iDOved, by Mr. Abdul OhciTii ou the detnst^^ior stationery 
and printing, was carried by 46 votes to 29 in the Council ^day. The mover 
urged that all Government publications be supplied free to non-official members of 

^^^^Uer,^ discussion was resumed on the token cut motion of Eai Bahadur La^hmi 
Prasad Sinfia urging the necessity for suspension of land revenue and cess for a 

year in areas worst affected by the earthquake. 

Eai Bahadur Dwarkanath and Mr. Sachtdanaiida Sinha, supporting the 
motion, appealed to Government to extend relief to the affected areas. 

Mr. Chandreswar Prasad Karayan Singh pointed out that the stage had not 
come when they should ask for suspension of land revenue and cess for a longer 
period. It was the duty of landlords and tenants to do their best to pay dues and 
also it was the duty of Government to help them to restore pre- earthquake 

condition, , v ^ , 

Mr. J. r. IVhitiy, on behalf of Government, assured the members that the 
attitude of Government was sympathetic to give relief where relief was needed in 
affected areas in North Bihar. Time was being already allowed by Government 
for payment of revenue and cess. Instructions would also be issued to District 
Officers in other affected areas to deal sympathetically with cases of real hardship. 

22nd. MARCH The policy of the Minister for Local Self-Government Sir 
Ganesh Dutta Singh in superseding the Cuttack Municipality and making nomina- 
tions to local bodies was criticisS by non-official members in the Council to-day 
under a token cut motion on provision for Ministers, ifr. Godatcaris Misra and Mr* 
Jogendra Mohan Sinha asserted that the supersession of the Cuttack Municipality 
was unjustified and accused the Minister of favouritism in making nominations 
to local bodies. 

Mr, Lacey, Secretary to the Local Self-Government Department, justified 
Government action in superseding the Municipality stating that the record of 
mal-administration of the Municipality extending over a long period 1 left no 
alternative but to supersede it in the interest of rate-payers. 

Sir Ganesh Dutta Singhs Minister, repudiated the charge of favouritism in 
nominations and maintained that nominations were rightly maue. 

Mr, SachchidaTtanda Sinha, Leader of the Opposition, complained th&V the 
Minister had not followed the ‘via media’ of partial supersession as provided 
in the recently amended legislation. He thought that there was no settled principle 
behind nomination and deprecated the nomination of a fairly large number of 
members of the Legislative Council to local bodies which in his opinion however 
well-intentioned would prove demoralising. 

The cut motion was ultimately withdrawn. The guillotine was then' applied 
and the remaining budget demands were voted without discussion. 

B. & O. Emeegency Peovisioxs Bill 

23^*!. MARCH Some Opposition members in the Council, led by Mr. Sack-- 
chidananda Sinha, staged a walk-out to-day at the consideration stage of the Bihar 
and Orissa Municipal (Emergency Provisions) Bill. After the opposition amendment 
for circulation of the Bill was lost, they divided the House thrice consecutively 
opposing consideration of the motion and two fresh clauses of the Bill and when 
they could not carry their points, they walked out. Afterwards the Bill was pro- 
ceeded with clause by clause and passed by the Council. 

The bill provided that if in the opinion of the Local Government the commis- 
sioners of any municipality were, owing to the effects of the recent earthquake, 
unable to discharge their functions satisfactorily, the Government may direct the 
commissioners of such municipalities to be relieved of all their functions for such 
period as may be specified. The bill would remain in force for three years. 

The President then read to the House the 'G<>vernor’s order for proroguing the 
Council, 
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Proceedings of the Conocil 

BUDGET SESSION--PESHAWARSth» FEBRUARY to 22nd, MARCH 19B4 

FiNANaAL Statement for 1934-35 

a half lakhs and eYDenditnrp af ' Ra 

budgeting for a deficit of Bs, 10 ’"'and ^"thrpp- 
ib^urth l&khs at the end of the coming financial vear Bnt for fLo 

to Edary-cnt for Enofeery^, the dfficit Zl/ have b«n °biier b? triakh\'>- 

op«^ ite Bndget Ses^onT&Zr on 'thlstt 

tile raclttsioa in next ' vpar^Q Member, is ofrconrse 

4^ oac^Lith iaMm of rnpLs, SelyTne 

^ waetraeHon of the 0^^ Hafl • ■«« thirty thousand rupees for 

5 r,r^ ir “.hrpr? 
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Compared with the revised estimates for the current year, the decrease of four 
lakhs and forty-seven thousand rupees in revenue is anticipated mainly from excise 
license fees, forests, education, and civil works, while expenditure will increase by 
five lakhs and seventy-four thousand rupees on items postponed from last year. 

Touching the capital debt account, the Finance Member called the Hour’s 
attention to the provision of Rs. 1 and a half lakhs loan to the Banuu Munici- 
pality for the water-supply scheme and the loan for which the local Government 
applied to the Government of India for the proposed Hydro-Electric Scheme at 
Mmakand. The expenditure on this scheme will probably be spread over four 
years, the total loan required beirg Rs. 42 lakhs from which Rs, 4 lakhs will be 
required next year. He hoped that when the scheme was complete, it would mean 
both a great addition to the comforts and amenities of life for the people of the 
Peshawar District and a great opportunity for them to improve their agricultural 
and economic position. 

The Finance Member reminded the house that about the end of 1934 the ques- 
tion of subvention would come up foe recansideration and the present seemed to 
be a suitable opportunity for taking stock of these first three years under the 
reforms. smarted our career as a Governor’s province in April 1932 with an 
opening balance of tcu lakhs, granted by the Government of India, partly to give 
us a working balance for general purposes, partly to enable us to meet the specific 
items of iwo and a half lakhs for the Secretariat building and the Council Hall, 
half a lakh for the Public Works Department workshops, two lakhs for additional 
police and miscellaneous charges. Of these we completed some, and carried forward 
the cost of others from the current budget to the next budget. We may, therefore, 
say that from the opening balance of ten lakhs, five lakhs have been either spent 
or included under its proper head in the next budget. If, therefore, we were to 
end the coming financial year with a balance of five lakhs, we might say that over 
the period of these first three years we had exactly balanced our budget. Instead 
of Rs. 5 lakhs, we shall have a balance of Rs. 1 and three-fourth lakhs.” 

The Finance Member drew attention to the fact that the Local Government 
spent Rs. 3 and a half lakhs on the construction and improvement of roads from 
the grant received from the Central Road Development Fund. Concluding, the 
Finance Member said : “When we in the future look bacx on these three years, 
it is to be hoped that we shall be able to say we have passed without discredit 
through the most diiScuU economic period which this generation has known.” 

ObEIOULLAH'S HtTNGEH-STRIKE 

8lh. MARCH ; — The first adjournment motion in the history of the Council was 
discussed to-day, when Malik Kkada Baksk, Leader of the Independents, moved 
an adjournment motion to discuss a matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the release of Obeidullah, nephew of Abdul Gafoor KShan, now on hunger-strike iu 
the Multan Jail whose condition was stated to be precarious. 

Sir George Cunningham, Leader of the House, waived his objection and the 
President fixing ll-SJ a. m. for the discussion the House adjourned for an hour. 
When the House reassembled, Malik Khiiia Baksh appealed for the release of 
Obeidullah on humaaitarian grounds. The delicate condition of the prisoner and 
the serious nature of tae disease — tuberculosis —contracted iu the jail should be 
auflficient to induce the Governmeat to order his release. 

Several speakers participated in the discussion, .a non-official nominated member 
suggesting release if Obeidullah agreed to work for the economic uplift of the 
agriculturists. 

Sir George Cumiinghxm reiterated the Government’s position, as already 
announced in the recent communique. The Government could not be forced to a 
particular line of action by prisoners by hunger-strike. They were not inspired by 
a spirit of vindictiveness in dealing with Red Shirt prisoners. Since July last they 
had released 1570 out of 1700 political prisoners gradually before the expiry of 
their full term. Imprisonment was an unfortunate necessity and had to be accepted 
as a means of enforcing law and order. Obeidullah could be released on furnishing 
the requisite security. The motion was talked out. The House then adjourned. 

General Discussion of Budget 

9tli. MARCH : — Malik Kkitia Baksh, Leader of the Opposition, initiated tha 
general discussion on the budget to-day. He complained about Government’s 
indifference towards the Gouucirs opiuion, embodied in the^^resolutions passed in the 

29 
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previous session, asking for fifty par cent reduction in land revenue and constructive 
auggestiona otfereJ during the last two budget sessions. 

Half a lakh for publicity ofiices and four lakhs exp3ndifcure in England came in 
for ruthless and uneompromising criticism at his hands. He did not see justifica- 
tiui for the eabancemeat of the emoluments and the creation of new posts and 
Ov'fiees and called the reformed constitution a white elephant. He, however 
Rckiiowiedged that the Government hid moved in the right direction in introducing 
three new bills to assist agriculturists, but he criticised their dilatory methods in 
circulating them. 

Several speakers participated in the general discussion paying a tribute to the 
Finance Member for painting a gay and lovely picture on the back-ground of the 
economic depression and financial gloom. 

J?a5 Bahadur Ishwardas suggested to the Government to utilise the interval 
up to the inauguration of the new constitution in the development of the economic 
resjurces of the province to meet the increasing expenditure. 

Several members urged the local needs of their constituencies and relief of 
agricultural distress. Some expressed fears that the Malakand Hydro-Electric 
Scheme was proving a failure not befitting the agriculturists but the military 
cantonment. The House then adjourned. 

lOth. MARCH : — The Council concluded the general discussion on the Budget to- 
day. Several non-officials urged that the Government of India should be pressed to raise 
a subvention of one crorc and forty-six Iikhs of rupees recommended by the 
Haig Committee as without it the Frontier Province would find it iucreasine-Iv 
difficult to make both ends meet. 

A Hindu member attacked the Government for ignoring minorities in the recent 
recruitment of Naib Teshildars and Police Sub-Inspectors. Moulvi Noor Baksh 
urged one lakh reduction in Jail expenditure and 15 per cent in Civil Works. 
Khan Bahadur Abdur Rahim wanted a change of heart on the part of Govern-* 
meut and felt bitterly disappointed that Government did not respect the Councils 
opinion, emb«odied lu the resolution passed. He was contemplating resignation and 
advised hia colleagnes as conscientious representatives of the people to follow the same 
course. Sir -Aodzu Minister, defending the attacks on the transferred Depart- 

ments, assured the minorities that Government would be more sympathetic towards 
their claims, when the subvention was increased. The present limited finance was a 
neerasary check on their beneficent activities. 

Q&orge Ounningkam (Finance Member) referring to the change of heart 

assurtjl that so ur as he was concerned there could be no change of heart. He 

had been sympathetic in the past and would continue to be so in the future 

(Ch^ rs). He said the figures of the Milikand Hydro-Electric Scheme were care- 

tuliy scruiim^ei by bir James Pukethly and Mr. Thomas, Engineer, Punjab. The 

Scheme would prove beneficial to big cities and agriculturists. As for the repay- 

ment of ban and interest on capital expenditure, he was ready to say that the 

Goveinmmi of India would effect corresponding decrease in the subvention The 
House then adjourned till the i2th. ^ ^ ^ sunvention. ±ue 

demimda ^ short sitting to-day ’to pass supplementary 

s;i,LT.?^„rs'ptdS'e TkgtT- 

Arms Act Amendment Bill 

ou the Report Of the select committee 

obiwtinnft ^ .^dl. The committee, after considering all the 

rights of nubile arul opined that the bill did not infringe upon the 

Ito adfoLnei ^ ^ ^ T^ithout any change. The Council 

Feo^'tieb Ktots’ Plight 

the* The 

discussion of Mmdvi Noar whole day was devoted to a 

Council to adopt suitabb measure H the Governor-in- 

fillage mouey-leadera. Noor Baksh said clutches of 

ttee the ag^Xurid iadebtednes^ nf 

croroa wbo^ annual ^interMt Frontier at eleven and half 

■Bggetted the total repadktiMi ol past h^Miiti^ “ sevenfold the land revenue and 
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Mr. Pir Baksh and several others nt^ed the reorganisation of the educational 
system, adapting it to the zamindars' requirements. Money-lenders could utilise 
the capital in better ways by investing it in commercial and industrial concerns. 

Mr. Thompson, Revenue rfaereiary, f^uud it ditBculi to disagree with the prin- 
ciple underlying the resolution and saM that Government could not view with 
favour the position of dependence to which agriculturists were drifting and they 
introduced in the current session the ReguLi^^on of Accounts Bill, Redemption of 
Mortgages and Usurious Loans Amendment Bill. 

Sir Ahdul Qoiyurd Khan, Mmisrer, said that the Government were seriously 
considering the reorganisation (»f primary education. 

Sir Qcorge C unningham. Finance Member, associated himself with the spirit of 
the resolution assuring them that the Government would be fair to both sides. A 
complete solu^'ion of the probhm could be achieved without a complete readjust- 
ment of the ngnciillural iifo. Ho hoped that the question would be considered at 
the forthcomiiiff intcr-Proviiicial Economic Conference. 

The resolution was pussei. The House then adjourned till the 15th. 


The Shariat Bill 

ISth. MARCH; — Exciting scenes were witnessed when the Independents who 
form the main opposition bloc in the Council staged “walk out'’ as a mark of 
protest against the Pr^^sllent's ruling holding that the motion for immediate consi- 
deration of Mr. Hahihallah Khan's Shariai Bill was out of order as the seven 
days’ notice, which was required, was not given. 

Four members of the Liberal Party, including Khan Bahadur Abdur Baliim 
Khan, Deputy President, also joined in the “walk-out'h 

The President, Khan Bahadur Abdul Qafoor Khaji, explaining the position, 
said that when on the score of time-limitation the motion was not admitted, the 
mover applied to invoke the exceptional powers of the Chair for the suspension of 
the Standing Order. The Chair had given best consideration to this aspect of the 
question. The circumstances of the case, the President added, did not justify the 
exercise of exceptional powers. The bill introduced was of very vital importance 
and would adlct the social, religious and economic fabric of a large portion of 
the society and rural inliibitants of the Province, who formed 93 per cent of the 
eatjre population. “It also aSTcc’-s and abrogates several legislative enactments 
which are in^ force for three dicad^s and disigaed for the benefit of the agricul- 
turists. Obviously the Chair cannot land itself, by exercise of its exceptional powers, 
to thrust so suideuly upon society a measure of such great importance and 
implication. There is no urgency either and the law which has stood the test of 
centuries can easily stand over for another six months’’. 

The Bill aimed at enforcement of Muslim personal law regarding succession to 
special property of females, betrothal, marriage, divorce ana power of adoption 
and gnardianship- 

On the motion of Sir Ahdtil Qaijimi, Minister, theXouncil agreed to circulation, 
for eliciting public opinion by the next session, of Mr. Ghulam Rabbani’s Bural 
Areas Bill and Rai Sahib Mebrehand’s Local Option Bill providing for restriction 
of sale of intoxicating liquor. The Council then adjourned. 

Voting on Budget Demands 

17th. MARCH The Council commenced to-day voting on budget demands 
Fifteen cuts m respect of twenty-eight demands were tabled. The cuts were either 
rejected, withdrawn or not moved. 

As announced by the yesterday, the last demand was taken first. 

Thres lakhs ^ were granted in respect of advances of loans. An interesting debate 

followed Rat Sahib Eochiram s five rupees cut to criticise the general oolicv of 
the Government. ® 

“Indiscriminate award of takavi to the rich, ignoring the needs of the poor 
Zammdars wp subjected to criticism by several; members . The cut was withdrawn. 

debato ensued^ on the motion of Malik JKhudahakhsh. Leader of the 
Op^sition, for the total rejection of Rs. 27,0CV3 in respect of expenditure in England 
with a view to effect^ economy because expenditure was not contemplated by the 
terms of the subvention. Sir George Cunningham, Finance Member, said that 
the Haig Committee was unable to include expenditure in England in 
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the subventioa figure and left it to the Government of India to fix the sum 
which was included in the ^subvention. The cut was rejected. 

Demands in respect of stationery, printing, commuted value of pensions, 
superannuation allowances and pensions were nest passed without discussion. 

The demand for Rs. 32,37,000 in respect of Civil Works (transferred) was 
passed after discussion on Rs. 50.000 cut moved by Malik Khudabakhsh, Leader 
of the Opposition, to curtail expenditure relating to officers’ bungalows. 

The last demand was made by the Minister, Sir Abdul Qaytim, for Rs, 
3,13,000 in respect of Agriculture. 

A cut of Rs. 5 by an Independent member to bring to the Government's 
notice that the Agriculture Department had not proved beneficial was withdrawn, 
after the Minister’s assurance. The House then adjourned till the 19ih. 


MARCH The Council passedSto-day Minister Sir Abdul Qayum 
Khans demands for Rs. 6, 01,000 under the heads Medical, Public Health and 
Rs. 2089,(X)0 for Education. Cuts were moved but were rejected. 

Lack of extensive attempts to combat malaria and tuberculosis was pointed out and 
Government’s attention was drawn towards theZiH-treatment of patients in hospitals, 
when Mr. Abdul Hamid Khan moved a cut for Rs. 3 on the Medical and Public 
Health demand. The Minister said that they were doing their best to combat 
malaria and_ considering a tuberculosis sanatorium scheme. 

Rai Sahib Meharchand Khanna's cut of Rs. in the education grant was 

rejected by 8 to 21 votes. 

The House was discussing Rai Sahib Roehiram^s cut to raise a debate on the 
general unequal distribution of expenditure when the Council adjourned. 

The Fi^taxce Bill Passed 


lor is.8. lor jaiis ana convicts settlements. Mr. Abdul Ghafoor Khan 

Undependent) through a token cut urged the undesirability of transferring 
frontier prisoners to non-Frontier jails and drew attention to ill-treatment in jail. 

Sir George C unningham, Finance Member, said that if a prisoner’s relatives 
esrer^ the right influence and induced him to co-operate, the Government would 
consider fefo ticket (xmcession. He assured the House that very few Frontier 
prisoners were left in non-Frontier jails. 

After the guillotine the I^esident put to vote the remaining demands which 
passM, after the Opposition challenged three divisions and lost on the Irrigation 
^pdd and expenditure demand for Rs. 4,35,000, Rs. 89,000 for Excise and 
Re^iMra^n, and Rs. 3,34.000 for Land Revenue and Stamps. 

4 - Oonneil ^so passed the demand for Rs. 14,43.0(X) for General Administra- 
tion (Kei^ved),R3. 45,000 General Administration (Transferred) and Rs. 6,28.000 

Justice. Earlier, the Finance Member’s demand of Rs. 
for Police was passed. 

Khan, urging promotion of 20 per cent of 
Imperial Police Service was withdrawn 
S wVnm Inspector-General of Police and the Home Member, both 

of whom paid a tribute to the services of the Provincial Service Officers. 

^ discussion of Minister Sir Abdul 

IsDU:!^ Asms Act Feoxtier Amend. Bell 

22nd. MARCH:— On the motion of the Finance Member, Air. Cunninaham thp 

North-West Frontier Province Amen¥ment Bill 
°Pioed that the Bill did not infringe the 
I- u ^ quantity of arms and ammunition was imported^ into 
Bnttsh territory which were used for the commission of violent crimes ThT nnrn 

t^|^vi|s iSetioVund^erS^^^^ 
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Proceedings of the Conncil 

Ifxvri’i? SESSI0N'-^NAaPUR--18th to26ih. JANUARY 1934 

Official Bills 


winter session of the C. P. Legislative Council opened af;^ Nagpur on the 
iSth January 1934 with the hon. Mr, S, W, A, Rizvi^ President in the chair. His 
Etct ISency fc?ir Hyde Gowan who entered the House in a procession addressed the 
m mhtrs whereupon the House adjourned for a while. 

The House then proceeded with offieiarbins. The hon. Mr. F. Gordon presented the 
report of the select committee on the C. P, Lafid Revenue (Amendment) Bill which 
was then taken into consideration and passed into Jaw. This was followed by the 
introduction of the C, P, Debt Conciliation (Aineyidment) Bill by the hon. Mr. E, 
Gordon, the Usurious Loans (C. P. Amendmefit) Bill by the Ho7i. Mr, Rao, the 
P P. Irrigation Amendment Bill by the hon. Mr. E. Gordon and the C. P, Village 
Panchayat [Amendment] Bill by the hon. Mr. F. Shareef. 

During the course of the discussion on the bills, the Leader of the House 
aoLOTin^ed that the motion referring to a select committee the C, P, Hindu Religious 
and Charitable Trust Bill introduced by Dr. Panjahrao Veshmukh, ex-Minister, in 
the August session of the Council and circulated for eliciting public opinion would 
not be madCi 


Special E:!yACTME^"T fob Nagpub Municipality 

19tE. JANUARY :-~Mr. R. W, Fulay moved a resolution for constituting the 
Nagpur city municipality and the civil station sub-committee under a special en- 
actment and making statutory provision for the appointment of executive officer, 
heahh officer, educational officer and improvement trust, with adequate power on 
the Imes of other^ improvement trusts in India. He urged the appointment of a 
muiiKipal commissioner for managing the growing activities of Nagpur, It was 
imposmle, he said, to develop Nagpur without an improvement trust. He bitterly 
oppostHi the constituting of the civil station sub-committee into an independent 
and autonomous body separate from the Nagpur municipal committee. 

Mr. C, B, Par akh moved an amendment to include the words ‘on lines of the 
ixjmbay Cvy Corporation Act after the words ‘special enactment^ and to insert 
the words guaranteeing the independence of internal administration of the civil 

fiHtion ares now administered by the civil station sub-committee which is in exis- 
tt'nce sin.^e ISSi . 

The hrn. Mr. If. I. Shareef, Minister for Local Self-Government, opposed both 
the Mujdin> nt and the resolution on the ground that Nagpur had not yet deve- 

tT' xj require a corporation. The amendment was rejected. 

The House divided and rejected it by 6 to 83 votes. 


Revenue Assessment in Bebae 

Mr. S, G, Sapkal recommended by a resolution that the recovery of such por- 

fevenue as was increased at the time of the last settlement in Bulclana 

fit in Akot, Balapur and Akola Taluk of Akola district be stopped and 

rerenue in this part should be the same as 
wnai it was previous to such settlement. 

Ir.2l * protracted discussion took place on the settlement adminis- 

Government. Mr. B. G. Khaparde, in lending 
^ ® Praphic deseri ption of the miseries of agriculturists in Berar due 

thri^ramt f trinkets on the persons of 

*0 ,P»y Government revenue. Mr, T. C. S, Jayarainam 

charm 8nd'’m^Si^’tTi”f th® ^^dm, Finance, Member, denied the 

WM justifiable. Finally the resolution 

GoTemment not challenging a diviaon. The House then adjourned 
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Ieeigation Act Amexd. Bill 

^ 22nd, JANUARY In moving the Irrigation Act Amending Bill to-day, Mr, 
Gordon said that the present system of assessing irrigation revenue was very com- 
plicated and necessitated the employment of an unduiy expensive establishment. If 
the system were simplified, the statF could be reduced. The proposed system of 
assessment was already in existence m the adjoining province of Bihar and Orissa 
and was advantageous to the cultivator. The House unaaimousiy agreed to circulate 
the Bill for eliciting public opinion thereon. 

C. P. Municipalities Amend. Bill 

Hon. Mr. M, F, Shareef, next presented the .report of the Select Committee on 
the Central Provinces Municipalities Amendment Bill. One of the clauses of the 
Bill sought to disqualify members and office-bearers of municipal committees from 
holding office in the event of their failing to pay municipal dues within thirty 
days irom the date of special notice. 

The House unanimously passed the Bill into law. 

Opium Shoeing Act Amend. Bill 

^ Mr. r. B, ChoubaVs Opium Smoking Act Amendment Bill, which was enacted 
into law, brought the day’s business to a close. This Bill was first ioiroauced 
ou the 24th July last. It had undergone no change in the Select Committee and was 
unanimously passed into law. 

C. P. Debt CoNaLiAxiON Act Amend. Bill 

The C. P. Debt Conciliation Act Amendment Bill, increasing the maximum 
strength of conciliation boards from five to nine members, was passed into law 
without a discussion. 

UsuEious Loans (C. P.) Amend. Bill 

moved that the ‘‘Usurious Loans (C. P.) Amend- 
ment Bill denning what constitutes an excessive rate of interest be circulated for 
eliciting public opinion thereon. Mr. Eao said that the subject-matter of the Bdl 
was of the greatest importance at the moment. He referred to the conclusion 
of the Koyal Commissioa on Agriculture that the Usurious Loans Act of 19iS 
remained practically a dead letter in the province. The Bill was as good an 

attempt to improve the conditions of credit as was possible in the existin^^ 
circumstances. ^ 

All sections of the House, excepting Nationalists, headed by Mr. Khaparde, 
demanded that the Bill be referred to a select committee, in view of the immediate 
need of giving efieet to the provisions of the Bill. Nationalists were for circulation 
and opposed reference to a select committee. Ultimately, the House agreed to 
allow leave to the Home Member to withdraw his motion and to make a fresh 
motion for reference of the Bill to a select committee to-morrow. 

Othee Ofeicial Bills 

23rd. J^UARY:— In the Council to-day two important Bills, namely, the 
usurious Loans Amendment and the Money Lenders Bills were introduced by 
the Home Member &nd referred to a Select Committee. 

The first Bill is bas^ on the lines of the Bengal Money Lenders Bill, and 
provides that compound interest in excess of ten per cent would be excessive and 
also authorises courts to pr^ume the rate of interest excessive and transaction 
unconscionable, if the interest in the case of secured loans exceeds 18 per cent. 

The Moneylenders Bill, framed on the lines of the Punjab Eegulation Accounts 
Act of 1930, embodying in addition the principle of Damdupat, and also giving 
courts extended power in fixing instalments for execution of decrees, met with a 
storm of protest from some members headed by Mr. Khaparde, Nationalist leader, 
whose amendment for circulating the Bill for eliciting public opinion was lost. 

The EorCble Mr, CIwuhaVs 0, P. Excise Amendment Bill and Hon. ]^r, M, Y. 
Shareef s C, P, Village Panchayat Amendment Bill^ were then passed into 
law. The former Bill provides for more stringent provisions to deal with habitual 
offenders. 

The following three bills were then sent to a select committee. Eon, Mr, Shareef s 
C, P* Local Self Government Second Amendment Bill, the 0, P. VUl^e 
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Panchuvai Ante Bill and Eo7i. Mr. ChaiibaVs Cefitral Frovmees Pretmlimof 
Cattle biseases Bill. 

No>"-official Bills 

24lJi. January ;^The Council devoted the whole day^ to discussion of non- 
official Bills. The first two bills, viz. Mr. Fulaifs Municipalities Amendment Bill 
(prohibitimr the employment of woman aud children at ni^ht in municipal markets) 
ami Mr. F. If. Kale's Nagpur University Amendment Bill were quickly disposed 
of and passed. 

Mr. P, Kohlers Local Self-Government Amendment Bill and the C. P. Munici- 
palities Amendment Bill were next passed. These dealt with the disability of law- 
yers suspended from practice or convicted for political offences from contesting 
elections to local bodies. 

Hon. Mr. S^iareif Minister, explaining the Government’s position stated that it was 
desirable to keep away unhealthy inflnences from these bodies. 

ISdr. M, P. Koike's Village Panckayat Amendment Bill which sought to confer 
wider powers on local bodies occupied much of the time of the House to-day, but 
w«j5 ultimatelly thrown out. 

Mr, P. Pande’s C. P. Land JRevenue Amendment Bill, designed to repeal the 
provision of the Eevenue Code by which a defaulter could be put under arrest or 
detained in the civil jail until revenue was ^recovered was aEer some discussion 
refirred to a select committee, 

Mr. R. IV. Fulai/s [Labour] C. P. Industrial Debtors Bill, which was proposed 
to be referred to a select committee, evoked an objection from Mr. Kanitker 
fNsitipnalist, Buldana), who enquired if a Bill defeated in a previous session could 
be brought up again. 

The President ruled that, as there were no specific provision in the standino- 
orders on this question, he would give the benefit of doubt to Mr. Fulay. 

Mr. Khaparde (Leader of the Nationalists) was the only opponent of this Bill, 
^ he considered that it would restrict the flow of capital from the creditor to the 
industrial debtor. He bitterly complained that the C. P. Council was persistently 
passing legislation which ffas definitely in the interest of one class of persons. 

Mr. Fulay pointed out that the Bill had been framed in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Eoyal Commission on Labour, and he asked the House to 
^ ujore generous towards poor people. He was backed by Messrs. Deshmukh, 
S. M. Kahiman and *^Rogers. 

Mr. Gordon recapitulated the cireumstances under which the House bad previ- 
ouslv negatived the measure, but on this occasion he said the Government would 
neutral and would not put any objection if the House desired to adopt it. 
iuc motion for a select committee was accepted. The House then adjourned. 


C. P. MtjKtcipalities Amend. Bill 

25tli. JANUARY . The Council spent a most dreary day to-day, discussing non- 
Officiaj solutions after disposing of legislative business. Mr. R. W. Fulay (Llbour). 
moved that his Central Provinces Municipalities Amendment Bill seeking to extend 

from three to five years, be referred to a select 
Mr. Fulay observed that the present lease of three years’ life was too 

cohev was studying problems and by the time a new 

policy was being worked by such a committee, the third year approached and very 

thin of “ “nst fook to^the elections rather 

than to the work of civic improvement. v. « 

ih.f principle of the Bill and stated 
MV vrfM^ tS^hfi of. ‘fie electorate. He did not attach 

Dcwons coins to hp hpnpfittf/i committees, as the present members were 

for^freSattin nf proposed legislation. He moved an amend- 
Sal eliciting the opinion of the electorate. Mr. 

municiDalities did^nrt rfflopf much to say that 

D»^r4J,S"5e.‘ ■ 

’“'ff toSTir ““ “ ’ 

FtmUm other MU were then introdneed, and circulated for eliciting opinion. 
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Non- Official Ebsolutions 

Only three resolutions were discussed in the Council to-day, t^wo of which were 
carried without a division. The first stood in the name of Mr. T, S, Paiilj but 
was moved by Pao Saheh F. S, Patil in the absence of the former. It urged the 
exemption of the income derived from ginning raw cotton. Several members suppor- 
ted Mr. Patil’s resolution. 

Mr. C, D. Deshmuhh, Finance Secretary, explaining the Governments view said 
that there was already a weighty body of opinion asking why agriculturists’ income 
should not be taxed. He could not *see why exemption should be granted in the 
case of a particular section of the community or a particular commodity. He feared 
that the proposed exemption would benefit only a few. Finally, he undertook to 
forward the proceedings to the Government of India as the matter was beyond the 
competence of the Local Government. He added that he could not give any under- 
taking on the subject which might prejudice the Government of India’s decision. 

The resolution was carried. 

Seth Dulickand (Saugor) by a resolution urged the appointment of debt concilia- 
tion boards for districts as a whole, and not for tahsils. 

Mr. M, P. Koike moved an amendment that conciliation boards should be extend- 
ed to ali districts of C. P. and Berar. The mover accepted the amendment. 

Pao Bahadur Dadu Dicarkanath Singhs Rao Bahadur K, S, Nayudu, Dr. Pan- 
jahrao Deshmukh, iSIr, IF. F. Deshmukh, Mr. Pandey, Mr. Iftikar Ali, Mr. 
Chujiilal Verma and Mr. Rajurher supported the resolution. Mr. 5, M, Pahiman 
opposed the resolution. The Hon’ble Mr. P. Gordon, Finance Member, opposed the 
resolution on financial grounds and stated that the Government favoured a gradual 
expansion of these boards, as debt conciliation was still in an experimental stage. 
The resolution was carried. 

Discussion on the resolution of Mr. Panjahrao De.skmukh recommending the 
stopping of the execution of civil decrees and the Co-operative Eegistrar’s award 
for two years in view of successive failure of crops and low prices had not conclu- 
ded when the Council was adjourned. 

Plea fob Eevenue Eemission 

26 th. JANUARY In the Council to-day, Mr. Kedar, Leader of the Coalition 
Party, moved ‘‘that in view of the general failure of crops and that the abnormally 
low rates of agricultural produce, this Council recommends to the Government that it 
he pleased to remit twenty five per cent to the land revenue for the current 
agricultural year and suspend the recovery of the suspended land revenue, taccavi 
and other agricultural loans by the Government’\ 

In moving the resolution, Mr. Eedar observed : “Mine is a modest demand. 
The Government must do something to relieve the agriculturists. I realise the diffi- 
culties of the Government, but the difficulties of the agriculturists are greater than 
those of the Government.'’ 

Mr. if. P. Kolhe moved an amendment that for the words ‘‘to suspend recovery 
of suspended land revenue'’, the words “to remit or suspend as the case may lie 
the recovery of the current land revenue and also of the re-suspended, suspended 
or unsuspended arrears of land revenue” shall be substituted. 

ISeth Thakurdas, Mr. Arjunlal and Seth Sheolal spoke in support of the resolution. 

The Revenue Secretary observed that though some damage to crops had been 
caused by the recent floods in Berar and parts of C- P., it was wrong to say that 
there had been a general failure of crops. The total area under cultivation of 
cotton and rice had risen as compared with last year, while that of Juar had fallen. 
In consequence of the Indo-Japanese trade agreement, the rates of cotton bad 
considerably gone up. Proceeding, Mr. Banerjee said that the condition of the 
peasant did not show any appropriate deterioration, as compared with the previous 
years. The Government had already launched on measures calculated to give relief 
and minimum agricultural produce was exempted from attachment. Mr. Banerjee con- 
cluded that the condition of the agricnlturist was not so gloomy as it was pictured 
to be and none of their forebodings had turned out to true. No case had been 
made out for wholesale remission or suspension of land revenue and the Government 
were doing ali they could to the areas that had suffered from local calamities. 

GHie hon, Mr. i?. Gordon said that there was still good margin left in the agri- 
culturists^ incoma In spite of the remission of 12 and a half ^r cent in Madras, 
the O. P. incidence on acreage compared favourably with the reduced rate in Madras. 

?0 
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He afiked the House to determine whether it would be a practical proposition to 
deprive the State of a revenue of Es. 55 lakhs for the sake of a few annaa’ benefit 
to individuals, which meant limiting all the activities of the Government. 

Mr. Kolhea amendment was declared carried without a division. 

Frost Havoc 

Frost and the damage caused by it to crops formed the subject of an adiourn- 
ment motion which was moved by Mr. K, P. Panda but was ultimately withdrawn, 
after one hour’s discussion, Mr. Pande said that the recent frost in Narsingpur and 
Jubbulpore districts came in as a fresh calamity. It had also affected parts of 
Berar, He pleaded that in view of this unnsual phenomenon, the Local Government 
should apply to the Government of India for drawing upon the^ famine relief 
^nd. He also urged the Finance Member to tour the affected areas with a view to 
obtaining first-hand information. Seven non-official members supported the motion. 

The Hon. Mr. P. Oordorij replying, stated that the Government were not in 
possession of full information on the point. The Government wonld expedite the 
enquiry into the matter and they would not be slow in granting relief to the agri- 
culturists if the situation warranted the same. On this assurance, the mover withdrew 
the motion. The House then adjourned sine die. 


Budget Session — Nagpur — 26th. February to 9lh. Mcirch 1934 

Financial Stateaient foe 1934-35 


‘‘AH recent budgets of this Government have been based on the principle that 
we should, in times of depressiooj husband our 'resources and embark upon no 
heroic schemes^ which we cannot aflford. Government believes that at this time its 

E riraary duty is to attempt, at whatever sacrifice of desirable developments, to 
aknce its expenditure with its income and that it will be serving the best interests 
of the province, if it hands over to the new Government, under the ^ new constitu- 
tion, a legacy of financial stability and a future that is not heavily mortgaged,” 
Raid the Hon’ble Mr. E. Gordon, Finance member, presenting his budget before the 
C. P. Legislative Council at Nagpur on the 26lb, February 1934. 


The Finance Member announced that the budget provides for a revenue of Rs. 
473,17 lakhs and an expenditure, charged to revenue of Es. 471,03 lakhs, leaving a 
BurpIuB of Es. 2,14 lakhs. Adding the debt head, but excluding famine relief funds, 
the total receipts are expected to amount to Es. 434,80 lakhs and the total expendi- 
ture to Es, 531,31 lakhs, leaving an estimated closing balance of Es. 3,50 lakhs. It 
is hoped to have Rs. 46,30 lakhs in the Famine Relief Fund. 

Bpeaking on new expenditure, the Finance Member pointed out that owing to 
continued financial stringenc/j cuts made in the current year in general purposes 
and education ^ants were maintained. Provision was made for Es. 24,000 as grants 
to co-operative institutes and Es. 15.000, for the destruction of rats in Nagpur and 
Jubbulpore towns. The bulk of the new provision, amounting to Es, 3.94 lakhs, will 
be spent on road-work, financed from the Road Development Fund. A sum of Es. 
42 ,CXa) was provided for buying new machinery for the Government Press. 

Eefej^ing to the debt position, the Hon^ble Member said that the total indebted- 
ness had increased by Es, 12.17 lakhs. The amount, which they now had to repay 
in the Famine Relief Fund, had decreased by Es. l9,76 lakhs, while debts over 12 
lakhs, ha^ b^n r^uced. Capital of just over 19 lakhs had been simultaneously 
written off. Concluding, the Finance Member said that on the revenue side, owing to 

*^6pi‘^sion, land revenue receipts, which accounted for more 
than half me total receipts, were at a complete standstill. The Excise revenue had 
(tecsrrasea by one crore, as compared with the peak income, and about three-fourths 
of a crorcj as compared with the average income. 

General Discussion of Budget 


t>n the budget commenced to-day. Mr. 
P. runoe (Sihora) who opened the attack complained that the budget contained 

^ revenue in spite of several resolutions passed 

^ and had ton prepared without any regard to suffering masses, 

sounded a note of warning and urged that, in the 

^ inaDgntated as early as 
nnaftEm of the Viceroy’s announcement over Berar, the 

poeuion remaiaed what it was bdcwe the announcement. He ,felt that the Govern- 
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ment should have allowed Berar to enter the Federation as a separate unit and 
failed to see how existing difficulties could be solved by hugging Bjrar with O. P. 
Proceedingj Mr. Rahiman said there can be no gainsaying the fact that the 
Government had endeavoured to carry out the wishes of the House as regards 
retrenchment more than half way. Bat there was a limit to everything and no 
further substantial economies were possible. The primary function of every 
Government was to administer i^s affairs in such a manner" as would lead to the 
prosperity of the people in general. The only course left open to the House now 
was either to be ready for fresh taxation or"alIow the activities of nation -building 
departments to come to a stand-still. Another complaint of the people to which 
the speaker wished to draw the attention of the Government was the unequal 
distribution of funds in the various departments of Government. 

Thakur Umedsingh lAkala) urged the remission in land revenue and pointed out 
that Madras and o+hcr Frovinees have done much to relieve agricultural distress. 

Rao Bahadur Kothzri (Berar Commerce) emphasised the need for industrial 
education while Seth Shcolal in a lengthy specch^deplored the increased process fees. 

J^han Bahadur Tarapore (Drug) congratulated the hon Mr. E. Gordon for 
presenting a surplus budget and opposed the proposed tax on tobacco. Tobacco, 
he said, is not more a luxury to the agriculturist who wants to forget his present 
distress by a puffi of smoke. Ho fervently appealed to the Government to patronise 
the local presses and specially drew the attention of the Government to the 
Central India Press where the ‘"Daily News" was printed. 

Mr. G. B, Parakh (Nagpur). joined in the chorus of congratulations and advoca- 
ted reorientation of the excise policy in view of the abnormal fall in the excise 
revenue. The experiment in America had proved that the policy of prohibition had 
failed and it was essential that the policy of complete prohibition by stages to 
which Government stood committed, should be revised. He feared that the House 
would not agree to fresh taxation on tobacco unless further retrenchment in superior 
services was effected, 

Mr. Kolhe (Yeotmal), put up a strong plea for the reduction of Rs, 50 lakhs in 
the estimates of land revenue receipts with a view to afford relief to the cultivator. 

The Hon, Mr. J/. F. Shareef (Minister for Education) stated that the Govern- 
ment functioned as a whole and the transferred department could be administered 
consistently with efficient administration of all departments. The maximum of bene- 
fit at a minimum of expenditure was the watchword of Government at the present 
juncture. Referriug to the complaint of Khan Saheb Muzaffar Hussain (Deputy 
President) that the budget paid no attention to the needs ;of Berar Muslims, the 
Minister stated that the Government had to deal with all alike, and assured the 
House that their handicaps in education would be removed as soon as the finances 
improved. Proceeding, he narrated various steps i taken by the Government to 
improve public health and minimise infant mortality. It was his experience that 
adult education had failed and that the results obtained from fifty adult schools 
were far from encouraging. 

The Hon. Mr. Ckouhal (Excise Minister) was optimistic about village uplift work 
which was being carried on in every province of India. The Government, he said, 
will certainly welcome the constructive su^esiions as regards excise. 

The Hon, Mr. F, Raghavendra Rm, Home Member, announced that in pur- 
suance of the resolution recently passed by the Council, the Government had 
ordered a redaction of process fees in rent suits and the decision of the Govern- 
ment would be gazetted soon. The policy of the Government was not to encourage 
recruitment to the services on a communal basis, but consistent with the standard 
of efficiency, Government were prepared to accommodate members of the depressed 
classes in subordinate judicial service and the police, 

Hon. Mr. E, Gordon wound up the debate. He was glad that members appre- 
ciated the efforts of Government to cut down emenditure. He was at a loss to 
know why members should not ask the Government to follow the example of 
Madras in the matter of the restoration of the salary cut if it was to follow that 
Province as regards the remission of land revenues. The time had not yet come 
when unemployment was serious in any degree, and the Government were ready 
with their programme if and when occasion arose. He expressed inability to nnder- 
take any heroic measures to wipe out agricultural indebtedness. Rs, 20 lakhs had 
by now been remitted and land revenue to the extent of Rs. 16 lakhs had bem 
suspmded. Concluding, the Finance Member was confident, that, if they kept fcbdr 
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h^ds abore water for some time more, better times would dawn. The Council then 
adjourned. 

VOTI57G ON Budget Demands 

28tli. FEBRUARY Voting on Budget grants commenced to-day. The Minister 
for Agriculture (transferred) moved a demand for Bs. 8,36,450, but after effecting 
cuts in this sum to the amount of Bs. 101, the rest of this demand was carried by 
the House. The next demand under head Veterinary charges for Bs. 3,73,9(X) 
moved by the same Minister was after some discussion carried. Moving a token 
cut of rupee one under the head Agriculture, Mr. Bahmian^ Member from Berar, 
BUggefited the abolition of the Agricultural College which he thought was a waste 
of money and instead, he advised that more money should be spent on popularising 
agricultural education in primary and secondary schools. 

Mr. ifcVee, Director of Public Instruction, replying stated that the introduction 
of ^iculturai education in all schools was not possible as every such institution 
ueeoS farms for practical lessons which was not always possible in cities. He, 
however, informed the House that from 1936 onwards the Board High Schools 
would be introducing agriculture as an optional subject in school-leaving certificate 
examination. 

2nd. MARCH:— The policy of the _ Government in the matter of co-opera- 
tive cr^it was subjected to severe criticism in the Council to-day. when discussion 
on the token cut of Mr. if, P. Kolhe was resumed. Several! members alleged that 
the edifice of the co-operative movement was crumbling and urged that the same 
should be pulled down. Mr. R. N. Banerjee^ Beyenue Secretary, in defending the 
issue of coercive processes, submitted that without these, the movement would 
suffer heavily. He added that coercive processes were resorted to only in extreme 
cases where debts appeared to be irredeemable, Mr. Y. D, KolJie (Bhandara), 
wanted that both non-officials and officials should evolve a policy to meet the 
situation, which was admittedly serious. Kaik D. F, xRajurlzer^ who supported the 
cut, said that Government should have advanced sufficient loan to the provincial 
Imnk and stopped sales of lands of debtors. 

Ihe Hon. Minister, Mr. Choifbal, regretted the absence of any practical^ sugges- 
ttouB from members. The Government, he said, has a definite policy of eliminating 
indebted members from societies and starting new societies on new lines. Fresh 
financing of short-term loans, conserving of resources of banks, establishment of 
Land- Mortgage banks, and r^uction in the rate of interest are some of the mea- 
sures which Government is taking. Proceeding, Mr. Choubal said, that if the move- 
ment had not come up to their expectation, it was not the fault of Government. 
If the edifice of the whole movement were to be pulled down as suggested by some 
membeire, it would only aggravate the issue and not minimise the difficulties of 
agriculturists. If the movement is to be altogether liquidated it cannot be restarted 
until after a generation. Mr. Kolhe pressed his cut to a division which resulted in 
a tie ^ voting for and 32 against it and with the President’s casting vote going 
against, it was lost. 

Mr. S, M, Rahiman (Akola) then moved a token cut for stressing the need for 
appointing a Provincial Service officer to the post of senior Deputy Begistrar and 
complaint that the post had been filled by an I. C. S. officer. Mr. N, J. 
R&ughton (Chief Secretary) in opposing the cut said that the appointment was not 
within the competence of the Local Government and had been made by the Secre- 
tary of State. The cut was carried by 30 to 20 votes. 

The close voting on Mr. Kolhe' s token cut which sought to denounce the 
Ministers' policy emboldened the Opposition members who were opposed to the 
^tire demand of 1,77,999 and pressed it to a division. The demand was to 
them surprise carried by 31 votes to 28. This was the first occasion on which the 
^tire demand for any grant was pressed to a division. The discussion on demands 
under Industrie (transferred) was proceeding when the Council adjourned. 

MARCH : — An attempt of the Opposition members to subvert the Ministry 
proved abortive to-day when a token cut tabled by Mr. Thdkwr Timed Singh, seek- 
ing to ©eaiaur© the policy of the Minister In charge of Public Works Department, 
waa by E5 votes to 28. Mr. limed Singh, in moving the cut, criticised 

policy of retransferring of works from local bodies to the Public Works 
Defmrfcment. He was suj^ior^ by six members. 
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Tbe hoD, Mr. Choubal, Minister, in opposing the cut, said he was pursuing the 
policy laid down by the Government, viz., of placing arterial roads of great public 
importance under the control of the Public Works Department The Government 
had decided to appoint a committee to review the progress made by District Coun- 
cils in order to arrive at a final decision. 

The hon. Mr. E, Gordon. Mr. H^jde, Chief Engineer, Dr. P, Deshmukk and Mr. 
S. M, Rahiman favoured the appointment of a committee, Mrs, Ramabai Tamb^ 
wanted a time limit to be imposed so that the report of the committee might be 
available before the Council was dissolved. The Minister promised to consider the 
suggestion. The cut, when pressed to a division, was lost as stated above. 

Defeat of Mii?iSTEY 

5th. MARCH The Ministry was defeated at to-day’s sitting of the Council. 
Nationalists and Democrats succeeded in throwing out the entire demand of Rs. 
6,31.998 under the head “Miscenaneous” (transferred) by 84 votes to 33. 

Regarding the Ministerial crisis lobby talks indicated that dissensions had been for 
some time past found in the Coalition Party, which formed the present Ministry in 
August of last year. For the last three days a trial of strength had been going on 
amongst the various groups in the Council and various combinations and coalitions 
had been in the air, the most significant was the one that was proposed to be 
formed between the Kedar (Leader, Coalition Party) Group and the Nationalist Party 
(Opposition). When the (^uncil assembled to-day, this disruption and lack of dis- 
cipline in the Coalition Party to get rid of the Minister, Mr. Choubal, was manifest. 

A cut motion against Mr. Cboubal’s department, moved by a Muslim meml^r, 
was defeated by only one vote, although the Muslim members of the_ Coalition 
Party voted in favour of the cut. This voting demoralised the Coalition Party 
completely. Mr. Choubal’s friends of the Coalition Party, on the other hand, voted in 
carrying two cut motions and ultimately throwing out the entire demand under 
‘‘Miscelleneous'’ (Transferred) in charge of the senior Minister, Mr. Shareef. The 
result was taken as a vote of no-confidence in the Ministry. 

6th. MARCH The Council met to-day in a tense atmosphere as it was expected 
that the Ministers would resign. The hopes of the Opposition were belied as 
the Ministers retained their seats characterising yesterday’s defeatl as due to snap 
voting. The House then discussed a token cut of Re. 1 tabled by Mr. Papjabrao 
Deshmukk under Land Revenue (Reserved) to bring forward the question of the 
employment of backward class candidates who should be given preference over can- 
didates of other communities if they possessed the minimum qualifications to hold 
any post. Being educationally backward such candidates were not in a position to 
compete with the candidates belonging to advanced communities. Mr. AfaeVee, Educa- 
tion Secretary, repudiated the insinuation made in the course of the debate that the 
advanced classes had better educational facilities than the backward ones. 

Mr. N. J. Roughton, Chief Secretary, expressed Gevernment’s sympathy in ^ the 
matter under discussion and added that the policy laid down by the Cqnucil in 
1931 was being followed by the Government. That policy was ^ of regulating the 
appointments in such a way that while the eflicieney is not sacrificed the requisite 
proportion of representation may as early as possible be attained within a reason- 
able period. The cut, when pressed to a division, was carried by 30 votes to 24. 

There was a prolonged debate over Mr. Panjahrao^s token cut pleading for 
the remission of land revenue in the fields afifeeted by hailstorm in Amraoli District, 
but the same was withdrawn after Govt’s assurance that eve^thing possible will be 
done to minimise the cultivator’s distress on representation in proper quarters- 

The plea that the Government should effect a reduction varying from 20 to 10 
per cent in the salaries of Government servants as a me^ure of ^national emergency 
was next made by Dr. Punjab Rao Deshmukk in moring a token cut. Alluding 
to the national emergency the speaker said that this was obvious from the fact that 
nation-building departments were starving for want of funds, 

Mr, N, E Roughton, the Chief Secretary, in opposing the cut, said that the 
Superior Services had already suffered and were still snffering by way of retrench- 
ment and salary cut. As regards the Provincial Services rules relating thereto 
could not be changed without the sanction of the Secretary of State and the India 
Government and the revised scale ^ was already in force for new entrants. The 
Suix^rdinate Services were meagrely paid and it will be indiscreet to further reduce 
their low salaries. The motion was carried without a division. 
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Two more cuts, one by Seth Thakurdas nrging a general reduction in land 
rerenae on account of general depression and the other by Mr. Kolhe stressing the 
need for the remission of the enhanced land revenue in the revision settlement in 
Berar, were carried without a division. 

The entire demand of Es,* 1831,411 under “Land Revenue” was then carried. 

7tli. MARCH By thirty-three votes to thirty-one the Council rejected a cut of 
Rs. 19,000 moved by^ Miv ^ Khaparde, leader of the Nationalists, cha’*acterising 
Government's policy in giving rewards to excise officials for detecting crimes as bad. 
Messrs. F'. E. Choiibal (Minister). G. D. DeshmuJeh, Finance Secretary and N. 
Roughton. Chief Secretary, defending Government’s policy, stated that such rewards 
acted as encouragement to officials detecting crimes. The motion was lost. 

Mr. Jkunilal Verma next moved a cut of Es. 10,000 to reduce the number of 
district excise officers and curtail the rewards to the officials and discuss the excise 
policy in general. Mr. Verma made it clear that it was not a censure motion on 
Minister, but felt that in view of the declared policy of the Council of complete 
Prohibition by stages, there was no need to keep such a staff. He also urged that 
complete Prohibition should be introduced in Saugor and Narsinghpur districts where 
conditions for such a step were ideal. 

Mr. Ckoulml (Excise Minister) said that Prohibition could not be introduced 
against tbe wisbes of the people and, unless social conditions were ripe, forcing the 
pace of Prohibition would, be was afraid, lead to several evil consequences, such as, 
an increase in the illicit distillation and breakdown of control. He also asked the 
members to consider the fact that a reduction in the prices of country liquor bad 
not an appreciable effect on tbe illicit distillation. 

^ The coal could be reached by (1) sale of liquor in a fixed quantity (2) reduction 
in number of shops, (3) curtailment in tbe hours of sale, and (4) the closing of 
hquor shops on festival days. The Government had budgeted the excise revenue 
at 59.82 lakhs as against tbe actuals for 1933-34 of 58 lakhs. Prior to tbe adopti(5Il 
^ the wiicy of Prohibition by stages. Excise revenue stood at Rs. 156 lakhs. 
He u^Iored that while Government was straining every nerve to achieve the goal, 
CO edooative propa^nda was undertaken by non-officials except in isolated 
places. In regard to illicit distillatiou, the Minister pointed out that the situation was 
grave in civilised districts as in the Jungle districts. Within twelve years, the 
greatest social experiment of modern times had proved a failure in America. 

Concluding Mr, Choubal asked the House to consider whether a new orientation 
01 policy was called and opMsed the out, which was ultimately withdrawn. The 
whole of the demand under “Ercise” was next put to the House and carried. 

I^maads under “Stamps” (Reserved), “Registration” (Transferred), Irrigation 

the revenue (Reserved), and Public Works Establishment 
^nsfen^) were earned without much discussion. Neither Mr. Kolhe, ytho 
w.* rupee urging the abolition of the posts of Commissioners 

Mr Finance Member, who opposed it, took the subject seriously. 

question was their hardy annual and the Finanea Mem- 
explaining ^at the proposal had not met with the approval of the 

S t was bnef. _ The rejection of the out by 16 votes to 29 caused no 

Btnal! amount of surprise as similar cuts have been carried in the past. 

‘ u® “no-confidence” motions against Minis- 

ssLs: .,rsss/ s Aw ' ™ 

carried without a division. introduction of new reforms m the Province was 

P^ciposal was under active 

expenditure anrl afraid that the proposal involved extra 

was that of the Honseon the subject. Govern- 

TTia aAiTifiniT. wr £, taxpayer shonld not be made to pay for the 

^ amending the Uurt Fees 

Rm Rahadur Dadu required. Mr. B. Q, Khaparde b.ti& 

finandai stringenev while Mr ^ nppos^ the motion on the ground of 

pro^. ^ Z-edar and Mr. G. B. Para^;i supported the 

a Juinarayan (Nagpur-Kamptee) next moved a token cut protesting against 
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the policy of the Government in not giving effect to the Councils resolution 
recommending half-pension to the Government servants. The cut was carried. ^ 

The guillotine fell at five in the afternoon as the demand under ^‘General Admin- 
istration” (Reserved) was under discussion. When the demand under ^^^Medi^l 
(Tranaferr^) was placed before the House Mr, Shareef, the Minister, Eao 
Bahadur Nayudu stood up and announced his intention of proposing to throw out 
the entire demand since Ministers had not vacated their seats on the demand under 
‘^jVIiscellaneous” (Transferred! being thrown out by the Council. 

Mr. ParaJch objected to Rao Bahadur Nayudu's speech after the guillotine had 
been applied. The President allowed the Rao Bahadur to make a statement, remarking 
that it did not constitute a speech. On a division being ^ challenged 33 members 
raised their hands to support the demand while 3l opposed it. 

The President stated that since it was a close tie he was willing^ to allow 
members to record their votes in the lobbies. But the Opposition abstained from 
claiming a division. Ultimately the motion ended in a victory for the Minister. 

The whole of the budget having been passed the Council adjourned. 

Official Bills 

9th. MARCH ; — The House proceeded to discuss official legislative business 
tO"day. Tha Hon. Mr. Raghavendro, Rao, Member in charge of Law and Justice, 
presented the report of the Select Committee on Usurious Loans (C, F.) AmBndment 
Bill, which was passed into law, Seth Sheolafs three amendments thereto having 
been rejected. This bill was introduced in the January session. 

The Hon. Mr. E, Gordon's C. P. Tobacco Taxation Bill, 1933, was nest circulated 
for eliciting public opinion thereon. ^ - ■ 

Mr. Parakh^s adjournment motion was nest carried without a division, Mr. 
Parakh said that he thought that the Excise Duty on^ sugar and matches manu- 
factured in India would be a great blow to indigenous industry- 

On behalf of the Government the Home Member stated that so far as the 
Central Provinces were concerned the duty would not have much eff^t : firstly, 
because there were only one sugar factory and one match factory in the whole 
province; and, secondly, the latter factory^ did not come under the catego^ of 
match factories which were obliged to pay excise duty. He, however, promised to 
send a copy of the debate to the Government of India. 

No-Confidence in Ministers 

The “no confidence’, motion tabled by Mr. K. Pande and others next*came up for 
discussion. Moving the no-confidence motion, Mr, K. P. Pande said that, ever since 
the beginning of the session, cuts after cuts were passed by the Council against the 
Minister Mr. M» F. Shareef, and when such was the case they did not claim a 
division. It was only the casting vote of the President that came to the rescue of 
the Ministry on the demand under the co-operative credit and throwing away 
of the entire demand under “Miscellaneous” (Transferred) should have made the 
Ministers realise that they did not command the confidence of the House and 
resigned. The analysis of voting showed that out of 34 that voted against 31 were 
elected, while only twenty elected members voted for it. _ The remaining twelve 
votes in favour of the demand came from nominated ofi&ciais. According to the 
report of the Joint Parliamentary Committee Ministers onght to resign the moment 
they cease to command the confidence of the majority of the elected members. It 
was unfortunate that, in spite of its losing the support, the Ministry would not 
get out. It appeared that the Ministry was being maintain^ by the Government 

in defiance of popular wishes. i.- n* j 

Referring to me Ministerial contention that it was a snap voting Mr- Pande 
stated that, out of the 68 members present in the house, 66 voted and it 
wrong to characterise such voting as a snap one- The policy o f t he Ministers, he 
proceeded, had been such as not to deserve the sympathy of Uie House Md it was 
evident that the Ministry was being kept in office against the principles of demwracy. 

Mr. Z). T. Mangalmoorti, opposing the no-confidence motion, said toat no 
substantial reason hm been advanced in support of the motion. He felt that the 
President’s ruling given earlier cut both ways and ^ually applied to the demand 
rejected by the House and could not, in any way, be construed as a censure against 

Eao Bahadur Nayudu, Leader of the Democrats, said it an indisputable fact 
that the House had pass^ censure against the Minister. When supphes were not 
voted it meant that the House had no confidence in the Minister* 
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Mrft. Bamabai Tambe said she was prepared to keep an open mind while voting 
only if the Minister made a statement in respect of the circular about Rashtriya 
San^ explaining his position in the matter. 

Mr. Khaparde, Nationalist Leader, said they had not thrown out the major 
demands under Transferred heads with a vievv not to embarrass the Government. 
The Opposition had been accused of hitting below the belt but Mr. Khaparde 
repudia^ it He was amazed that the Ministerial Party boasted that the .Ministry 
in oflBce with the help of officials, 

Mr. Parakh said the constitutional position was that the Ministers need not 
resign because token cuts were carried and quoted the history of the first Labour 
Government in England in 1924 when similar token cuts were carried but the 
Government did not resign. 

Hon. Mr. Shareef, the Minister, said, in regard to Mrs. Eamabai lambe’s querry, 
that the views expressed in the House would be placed before the Government and 
the circular issued by the Local Self-Government will be considered in all its aspects. 
It waSj inde^, r^rettable that the token cut tabled under the Local Self-Govern- 
ment demand did not come in for discussion, with the result that the Minister 
never got an opportunity of stating his case. Mr. Shareef added that in the first 
place file circular was merely advisory in character and the Government had not 
come to any decision in regard to the penal action to be taken if any local body 
refused to pay heed to its advice. He further pointed out that the Local Self- 
Government Department circular went farther than the original circular of 1932 in 
that it applied to all communal organisations (not merely Rashtriya Sangh) and 
included Tanjit Tablique and other communal organisations. The primary object of 
the circular was that servants of local bodies should avoid creating an impression 
that they belonged to any particular organisation as they depended for their sala- 
ries on the general tax-payers' money. 

Mr. Kedar (Ministerialist) said that there was only one issue involved in the 
motion and that was untenable and unsound in constitutional law. Eight cuts 
were carried against the Jaiswal-Deshmukh Ministry in 1933 and two in 1^7 but 
the Ministers did not resign. Mr. Kedar failed to see what sins the present 
Ministry had committed. The Ministers had no desire to stick to their posts if the 
House passed a considered verdict against them. If the Opposition were serious 
they should have thrown out major demands and the House would then not have 
been taken by surprise, as was done in the case of the “Miscellaneous’^ demand. This 
action of the Opposition constituted what they called hitting below the belt. 

When the censure motion was put to the House, the President declared it 
carried judging by the ayes. On a division being claimed by the Minister, Mr. 
^areef, the President asked the members to go to the lobby. 

On votes being taken as 34 for and 34 against, the President gave his casting 
vote against Hie motion which was thus lost. The President, while giving his 
casting vote against the no-confidence motion, said that his position was rather 
delicate. According to convention in Legislatures all over the civilised world the 
Chair should not precipitate a crisis. He added that the question was also decided 
to the same effect in the Conference of Presidents and Deputy Presidents of Indiau 
L^Sslaturea held some time back, 

Mr. Pande withdrew his motion against Mr. Choubal, but a similar motion was 
moved by Mr. Ekhaparde, the Nationalist Leader, which, when pressed to a division, 
was earned by 35 votes to 34. The (Douncil was then adjourned shie die. 


It transpired that when the voting on the motion against Minister Chauhal 
took place, Mr, Shareef, another Minister, failed to record his vote against 
the motkm, apparently due to excitement in the lobbies. Had the Minister 
voted there would again have been a tie of 35 on each side. This was discovered 
whfia the division list was scrutinised by the members. 

of Mr. Ohouhal in the Council is attributed to the last minute *volte 
0 ® of a uominaied member who abstained from voting against Mr. 

aaure^but who re^rded his vote against Mr. Choubal. But for this the Minister 
mamhave ^^ived ^ onslaught, though, as the President point^ out in voting 
witfe ttea, timt poatioQ was not a happy one. 
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Proceedings of tbeConncil 

BUDGET SESSION^ SEl LION a^Sth, to 22nd, MARCH 1934 

Goveenob’s Opening Speech 

Tile Budgret geasioa of the Assam Legislative Council "was opened by H. E. 
Sir Michael Keane, the Governor at Shillong on the 5lb. March, 1934. Opening 
the aesaioD Hia Excellency expressed, on behalf of himself and Assam, sympathy 
with^ the people of Bihar in their great sorrow and hoped that the people of this 
province, who themselves understood sufferings from such calamities, would contri- 
bute their mite to alleviate the miseries of their fellow countrymen. His Excellency 
expressed disappointment over Assam^s financial position. Since 1929 Assam had 
been struggling against odds. This year would close with a deficit of forty lakhs. 
Assam depended on agriculture. Hopes of the revival of agricultural prices, which 
were the root of all the trouble had not materialised. Times were importune for a 
fresh dir^t taxation. Assam had unsuccessfully fought to get a share of its 
contribution in the excise duties on oil and kerosene, which represented a sum 
total to more than half its total revenue. His Excellency added that Assam’s 
financial position was realised by all. Sir George Schuster, in his budget speech, 
frankly that the Government of India were prepared to recognise its special 
claim to assistance. 

On the subject of terrorism. His Excellency said that a year ago he told the 
Council that he hoped that Assam would remain free from lawless movements and 
he did cot propose to bring before the Council any special legislation for excep- 
tional powers, But, should they be needed, he was sure he could count on the 
Councirs co-operation. He regretted that the tide of terrorism from Bengal 
showed signs of overflowing Assam’s border. Already revolutionary branches had 
i^n established. Political dacoities for money and arms were increasing. Bevolu- 
Uonoary propagandists were busy trying to win recruits among impressionable 
Hindu youths of the Surma Valley. 

His Excellency _ referred to the remark of the Finance Member of the Bengal 
GovercMnt, mat in a very brief period terrorists had cost the province nearly two 
crores. He did not want that things should come to such a pass in Assam. The 
polioe budget for the coming year had already been increased by half a lakh. His 
Mceaency ob^ved that the time had come when the need for protective legislation 
IB Assam, both to round off the measures taken in Bengal and for its Own protec- 
tmn, must be seriously considered and for all such necessary measures he looked 

Hi. a common reproach, said 

public men in India, while disapproving in the abstract of 

not prepared to translate their disapproval into practical 
action. That reproach he wanted the Council to remove. 

In regard to the report of the Assam Opium Eaqairy Committee which the 
Conncil wonid discuss th« session, His Escellency stated the policy undeYS Us 

-Kh if® Members of the Committee for tMr LrX e“qliry 

wad said that the (^vernment were awaiting the Council’s views before comine to 

ft. fts rt ‘That ?n TnnTlT the ComS Tpprelat^ 

Mvenn^shonld hi lifr ® 77''® P°iicy the question of opium 

revenue siaouid tie left oat of account, but that did not mean that tha nmriainn 

a corresponding amount of revenue conld Kb loft oT,f7f - ® provision or 

' ofr fiUT^s" oris^m^ 

Assam Monbt-leuder’s Bill 

qIbIw b“1S* *7 devoted to 

UUHIUU onsmeas. xne Assam Money-lender^ s Bill was referred to a Select Committee. 

_ Assam McsiapAL Act Amend. Bill 

the^^'^^Sic.w seeking to amend 

thenad^iMed ^ 31 votes against 13. fhe Council 

7ft. UAPrH Discdesion of Budget 

budget. Mr. X, 8. it^lf to the discussion of the 

rtoffsjf MMi tiat Assam could not impose any further taxation 
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and had retrenched to the utmost extent. He congratulated the Chief Engineer on 
the excellent workj^f the Public Works Department. 

Bat Bahadur Xilambar Datia laid stress on the necessity of more money being 
given to the Berry White Medical School at ^ Dibrngarh. He criticised the Addi- 
tional Sessions Judge and the Assistant Sessions Judge for not doing a full day’s 
work at Dibru^arb. as a result of vrhich there were over 70 under-trial prisoners in 
the Dibrngarh jail. He associated himself with Mr. Boffey in hoping that the 
tenancy legislation would exclude tea garden tenants. 

Babu Rohini Kumar Chaudkury paid a tribute to the “admirable work” of Sir 
Sbadulla, Finance Member, and regretted that the was leaving the province. He 
said t^t in view of the economic condition of the Province, the relief of annas 
three in the rupee maintained by the Government was not sufficient He said that 
the Assamese were a dying race and resented the people domiciled in Assam being 
given equal treatment with the indigenous Assamese. He laid a pointed stress on 
the extensions given to the present Council, and wanted to know if there was any 
real intention of giving the new constitution to the province, or whether the life of 
the present Couaeil; which was for three years and wliich. had already been in 
sessions for five years would be estended from year to year. He wanted a new 
election irrespective of the short length of its life, and if that were done most of the 
people, who had refrained from coming into the Council, might be willing to come 
in and try to work the Constitution even on the old lines. He appreciated the 
action of the Assam Oil Company and the European owned gardens in promising 
to take in Assamese in their vacancies, and hoped that they were in earnest about 
the matter. 


Nojt-official Besolutions 

9th. MARCH : — After question time to-day non-official business was taken up. 
The resolution^ of Babu Brindahan Chandra Qosmami, asking for a conference, con- 
sisting of officials and non-officials to review the present system of education, was 
carried with the modification that members were to pay their own travelling 
expenses. The Council then adjourned. 

; — Mr. Brindahan Chandra Ooswami moved a resolution for 
holding a conference of officials and non-officials at an early date at Gauhati for 
reviewing the system of education in the province. It was carried. 

Bai Bahadur Nagendra Nath Chowdhury moved a resolution fixing a scale of 
pay for the employees of the aided schools in Assam. The Hon’ble Moulavi Abdul 
ITamid, Minister, opposed the resolution wnlch was then withdrawn. 

A similar resolution of Khan Bahadur Keramat Ali was passed which provided 
for improvement of pay and prospects of teachers of the aided schools, 

Assam Cr. Law Ame5*d. Bill 

12th. MARCH The Assam Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 1934, was intro- 
duced in the Council to-day by the Law Member, The Bill was meant to supplement 
the ordinary law in Assam by legislation on the lines of the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Acts and was intended to be nsed only against persons b^ieved to be 
members of secret terrorist organisations. The statement of objects and reasons of 
the Bill said that the Assam Government had been aware since 1928 of the existence 
of a section of the Bengal revolutionary party in certain districts of Assam, but 
it had been keeping a careful watch on the activiti^ of these men. The pressure 
exercised on the revolutionaries by the authoritira in Bengal had the effect of 
driving a number of them over the border into Assam ana there had been for 
some time past indications of the revolntionaries having been contemplating out- 
rages in Assam and there was good reason to believe that a number of serious crimes 
which recently occurred in Assam were the work of revolutionary party. 

The statement added that it was clear that the whole movement, both in Assam 
and Bengal, was one and the same movement and sprang from the same origin in 
Bengal and unless there was co-operation between the two provinces not only would 
there be a danger of terrorism spreading in but measures taken by the authorities 
in Bengal would remain incomplete. Persons arrested for offences under the provi- 
sions of the Bill would be tried by a special tribunal appointed by the local Govem- 
ment who would authorise it to pass sentences of death and transportation for life, 
and in the ease of a death sentence the tribunal’s order would be submitted to the 
High Court -of Calcutta for confirmation. 
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Thf BiH also provided an appeal to the same High Coprfe against conviction and 
sentenve hy the Commi«sionera. Under the provisions of the Bill the local Govern- 
ment was authorised to make rules for restrictiou of the movements of suspected 
persons, a breach of which would be punishable with imprisonment extending to 
seven years as well as a fine. Government was also authorised to prohibit the 
pnblicaiion in a newspaper, book or other document of any class of information 
tending to create an atmosphere favourable to gaining adherents for the terrorist 
movement as also the publication of the name, designation, signs or visible represen- 
tations for disclosing the identity of a witness in a trial by the Commissioners. 

When Sir Afahommed Saadulla introduced the Bill an objection was raised 
against reference to the Itakhola Mail Dacoity Case in the statement of objects and 
reasons as the case was subjudice. The President ruled that no members would 
refer to the case during discussion. 


Voting on Budget Demands 

The House then took up voting on Budget demands. The Hon’ble Mr. Laim, 
Bevenue Member moved for grant of Es. 17,CB,6C0 under the head Land Eevenue. 

Mr. Sarvesxcar Barua moved a cut motion to the discussion of the reduction of 
existing rat^ of grazing tax, ^ The motion was carried by 18 to 17 votes, 

Mr. Saikia's censure motion to raise discussion on the methods applied in 
r^liring land revenue and Sj. Rohini Chowdhuri^s cut motion on the present posi- 
tion of remuneration of Manzadars and his motion on the grant of temporary 
reduction in Niskhi Eaj Estates were also carried. 

Hie Government also^ sustained several other defeats. Mr’ Saikia^s censure 
motion about general filthiness in 3rd and Inter-class railway compartments and 
mvatcuies were carried. The revenue member accepted Maulvi Ahdul Khaleque 
Chowdhur^s censure motion about inadequate representation on the Advisory l^ard 
of the A. B. Eailway. Maulvi Munnatstvar AWs censure motion about waiting rooms 
in the Sylhet rrilway station was carried by 21 to 10 votes. The Hon^hle Ahdul 
Mcmia and the Hon, Mr, K, L. Barua, Ministers voted against the motion# 

Assam Money-lendeb’s Bell (Contd.) 

The Amm _Monej-Lender’8 Bill emerged out of the Select Committee. ProrieioDs 
kboQt legiBtMtioa of names of money-lenders and appointment of Inspectors for 
lUfipectioii of money-lender’s accounts were deleted. 


MARCH -^Ail the cut motions were defeated and demands for grants 

Chandra QoswamPs motion for redaction of 
Ministers salary to Es. 2j5(X) a month was lost by 26 votes against 18. althongh 
the planting group voted in favour of redaction. The Council then adjourned. ^ 

'T?® Council to-day devoted the whole of the day to a conside- 

tf Carried. In the afternoon mem- 

bers of the Council attended a garden party at the Government House. 

march A t_ to-day’s sitting the Government suffered several defeats when 

Kl^wL^rrM. imposition of flat rate fees in the Habiganj High 

sprLiiBK female the part of the Government in 

xcuiEic eQucation. iuc motion wrb enmed hv PQ vn+Aa t-n niT 

was no diecussson when the Government agreed fnr thp o-r^*n^ i-iT ^ ® 

itoa “his^^enfmSm^' bluings at Sylhet and when M?. JoffendZ 


J, J, Af. Nichols Boy's motion 
Superintendent and Assis- 

and also the 

chsrgerSi^and*1SSiorJet?T&’ 
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MARCH After question time the Council devoted the day to demands 
for grants. Out of 21 cut motions not even one was carried. There was a hot 
debate on the question of retaining the post of the Dairy Expert, and the majority 
thought that the post was absolutely necessary as the province was agricultural 
one. The question of printing forms in Calcutta was discussed and it was decided 
that it was cheaper to get work done there. 

The Council then voted crrants for Agriculture, Veterinary and Co-operative 
Departments, Miscellaneous Departments (transferred). Stationery ^ and printing 
(transferred), expenditure in England and refunds. The House then adjourned. 

Assam Ce. Law Amejco. Bill (Coxtd.) 

19th, MARCH : — Sir Mahomed Sadulla^ Judicial Member, moved to-day for 
consideration of the Assam Criminal Law Amendment B:il. Ho stated that 
the revolutionary movement was in existence in Assam since 1925. He enu- 
merated more than a dozen instances of mail dacoities and armed robberies and 
that in 1929 it was suspected that the Sylhet treasury would be looted. He further 
said that about hundred fire-arms had been stolen. All Government member^, includ- 
ing the Ministers, supported the Bill. Mr, Jogendra Gohain's motion for circulation 
of the Bill for eliciting public opinion was lost by 33 to 14 votes. 

N057-0FFICUL RESOLUTIONS 

20tb. MARCH : — The Council devoted the whole of to-day to non -official business. 

Mr. Jogendranaih Gohain’s resolution recommending the appointment^ of a 
small committee to considert change and modify the present system of education in 
order to satisfy the present needs and meer the aspirations of the province and the 
children of the soil was defeated by 15 votes lo 12. 

Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhury's resolution recommending temporary^ redaction 
of land revenue by 50 per cent, in view of the present economic distress was 
carried as also the resolution of Mr, Kasinath Saikia for continuing the grant to 
the Assam Sahitya Sahha which was doing very useful work in connection with 
the propagation of the Assamese language. 

The resolution of Babu Birendralal Las recommending that all appointments 
to the Assam Civil Service in future be by promotion from the Junior Assam Civil 
Service and that direct appointment should only be made to the junior service was 
withdrawn on Mr. Laicso7i, Chief Secretary, pointing out its inadvisability and 
impracticability and on his assurance that promotions in some cases were already 
being given. The Council then adjourned. 

Assam Cr. Law Amend. Bill tOoNTD.) 

2 lit. MARCH : — ^The Council devoted the whole of the day to discussing the 
Assam Criminal Law Amendment Bill. The clause for death penalty in the case of 
abettors was omitted and the amendment giving accused the facility of being 
defended by pleaders was carried. 

22nd. MARCH : — The Council to-day passed the Assam . Criminal . Law Amend- 
ment Bill, 1934, into law. The Bill, which is framed more or less on the lines of the 
recently enacted Bengal measure, is intended to be used only against those who are 
believed to be members of secret terrorist organisationsj ana its introduction was 
found necessary in view of the existence of a section of the Bengal revolutionary party 
in certain districts of the province of Assam. Those arrested for offences under the 
provisions of the Bill will be tried by Special Tribunals appointed by the local 
Government and would be liable to sentences of death or transportation for life. 

Following the passage of the Bill, the President congratulated the House on fthe 
high level of the debate and said that, although those who were opposed to the 
enactment of the measure femght every inch of it, there had been no bitterness of 
feeling. There were 27 amendments and the House divided as many as fourteen times 
in the course of the debate* 

Assam Money-lender’s Bill (Contd.) 

The Assam Money-lender^s Bill was also passed into law. The report of the 
Assam Opium Enquiry Committee was then taken up and the motion of Mr, 
Kashinath Saikia that opium registers should not be reopened was carried. 

The Council was then prorogmd. 
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Proceedings of the Conncii 

BUDGET SESSION-^RANGOON^iSi'U FEBRUARY TO 8th, MARCH 1934 

FlKA^aAL SxATEirEXT FOB 1934-35 

The budeet session of the Burma Legislative Council commenced at Eangoon on 

the 15th. February 1934. 

Affer swearing-in and interpellations, Mr. 0. P. EUiin Maung of TJ. Chit Hlaing^s 
party moved for permission to introduce a motion of no-confiience in the Ministry. 
More than the requisite number having stood up, the President fixed February ^ 
for the discussion of the motion. All the three main parties, U, Chit BJaing^s party 
and Dr. Ba Maw's party were in favour. 

The Finance Member, Mr. T, Couper, then introduced the budget. The receipts 
for 1933 were originally estimated at Es, 9,S3,03,0CK) and the disbursements at Rs. 
9,73,26,000 ; but the revised receipts were estimated atR=*. 8,64,90,030 and the revised 
disbursements at Es, 9,32,73,000. This deficit will be covered by borrowing on 
March 31 next, Rs, 1,13,00,000 from the Provincial Loans Fund of the Government 
of India. Originally the revenue estimates were framed in the hope that the prices of 
agricultural produce would rise. On the contrary the prices have sunk to still 
lower depths. This compelled the Local Government to grant greater remissions of 
the land revenue than contemplated. These concessions accounted for the greater 
part of the fall in revenue, but the depression affected all heads. Further, it was 
also found necessary to grant remissions to payers of the land revenue and the 
capitation tax, as also to forest lessees and timber extractors. 

On the expenditure side when the estimates were made a year ago it was supposed 
that the 10 per cent, cut in pay would be continued : but its reduction to 5 per 
cent, increased the expenditure. 

Turning to the estimated receipts and disbursements for 1934-35, tho Finance 
Member said that the receipts, including the opening balance of Es, 83,000, would 
total Rs. 8,52,22,000 and the disbursements Rs. 9,37,70,000, there being a deficit 
of Es. 85,48,000. The deficit would be considered la^er. Whatever it turned out 
to be it was proposed to meet it by borrowing in March 1925 from the Provincial 
Loans Fund. To this end an entry of Es, 85,50,000 had been made in the 
estimates for 1934-35. It had not been considered safe to assume that more revenue 
would be collected iu the coming year than could be collected ;in the present year. 
To this one substantial exception had been made, thinking that *the land revenue 
would come in a little more quickly. 

General Discussion of Budget 

16th. FEBRUARY ZJ Ba Pe, Leader of the People^s Party, opened the general 
discussion on the budget to-day. U. Ba Pe described the Budget as one of drift. 
Remarking that fresh taxation was not possible and there was no possible recovery of 
land revenue in the near future, he urged economies in administration, his suggestion 
in this connection including abolition and amalgamation of different departments, a 
cut and revision of salaries and similar measures. 

Dr, Ba Maw criticised borrowing without a constructive policy, particularly when 
borrowing was unproductive, as this would result in fresh taxation. He stressed 
that tax-payers were paying revenue from capital and not from income. He sugges- 
ted the creation of an Economic Council to enquire into the taxpayer’s capacity. 
He urged productive borrowing in order to encourage cottage industries, 

Mr. j3. a. S, Tyahgi supported Dr. Ba Maw’s suggestions. 

V, Chit Hlaing warned the Government that if anything happened iu the country 
owing to the present acute economic conditionB the responsibility would be the 
Government’s. 

A few other Burmese Members proposed a reduction in the cost of administra- 
tion and urged the fostering of indigenous industries. 

The Finance Member^ replying, justified the estimate regarding land revenue, 
stating that the policy of the Government was to balance the Budget. Ha could 
not subscribe to the picture depicted of the condition in the country. He said that 
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against the borroTvings there were assets. The debt also was not large. He asked 
the members to wait the report of the Eetrenchment Committee, of which he was 
still in the dark. 


I7tli. FEBRUARY The Forest Minister introduced a Bill further to amend the 
Excise Act 1917, permitting employment of women in places where foreign liquor is 
sold or served. 


19th. FEBRUARY At to-day's session of the Council the Bill moved by Mr. 
Ganga Singh (non-oflScial) to further amend the City of Eangoon Municipal Act, 
1922, for designating the President of the Corporation as Mayor was referred to a 
Select Committee for report by 22nd. February. 

Nearly two hours’ hot debate ensued after lunch, when U Be Maung moved his 
resolution recommending to the Government, owing to financial stringency, to sanc- 
tion the advance of agricultural loans to all bonafide landowners and actual cultiva- 
tors in the country on security of agricultural land at the rate of Es. 25 per acre 
at 6 per cent interest payable within five years. 

The resolution being pressed to a division, was carried by a large majority. Several 
Burmese members including U Chit Hlaing spoke supporting the resolution. 

No-Confidence in Ministers 


20tli. FEBRUARY At to-day’s session of the Council the no-confidence motion in 
the present Ministry being pressed to a division was carried by 49 votes against 47. 

With the full strength the Council resumed its session to-day, thongh several 
members were not present in their respective seats but were in the lobby. The 
Visitors’ Gallery was crammed to its capacity. The President’s Box was full while 
in the distinguished Visitors’ Gallery, the Private Secretary to the Governor was 
present, besides Lady Ba and some other prominent persons. 

V Ktn Maung (tJ Chit Hlaing’s Party) moved his motion of ‘'no-confidence” in 
the present Ministry. He said that the Ministry failed to improve the agricultural 
conditions of the country and were out of touch with the country. He also 
charg^ the Ministry with having no policy. The speaker continuing pointed out 
that at the previous sessions of the Council, the Ministers almost always suffered 
defeat on resolutions or motions which the Opposition put up. He therefore asked 
what was the use of Ministers, who failed to carry the day on behalf of the 
Government ? The Ministry had not the support of the majority of the elected 
members and there were many things which the Ministers could carry on in the 
interests of the people but they did not, their excuse being that Government would 
not allow them to nave their own way. The Minister for Forest and Agriculture 
TOuld have initiated plana to set substitutes for the rice industry, but he failed to 
do BO. Regarding the Forest Department, there were several complaints and so in 
the case of Incise and Co-operative Departments. Referring to U Kyaw Din 
(Education Minister), U Kin Maung severely criticised his actions charging him 
with beiBg a ''supporter of Government policy.” He pointed out that U Kya Din 
came to the Council as an anti-Separationist and through the backing of Dr. Ba 
Maw’s Party got his present elevated position, but “we know what he is to-day.” 

Mr, E. P, Billai (nominated), opposing the motion, said that he was an elected 
member of the last Council, Though he was a nominated members to repreesnt 
Lat^ur, yet he r^erved his right to vote independently. He criticised the mover 
^ying that U Kin Maung had not facts to show cause for the removal of the 
pr^ent Ministry, except “absurd allegations” against the respective Ministers. He 
cmphaBised, “My view is that the greatest stumbling block to the progress of the 
country is the Opposition itself''. He referred to the services that Sir Joseph 
Maung (Forest Minister), rendered to the country and Butmans as Forest 

Minister, Home Member and Administration. U Kyaw Din, he emphasised, though he 
was a recent acquisition to the politics of Burma, yet had achieved some success, 
desmte financial difficulties. 

U (Peoples’ Party) aupporting the motion criticised Mr. Pillai. U Saw 

uxpreasea noH^fidepce in U Kyaw JDin, stressing his disapproval of U. Kyaw 

B work at the Joint Parliamentary Committee, where he did not press for a 
heller conetitutioiu ^ 

supporting the motion, said that last year he supported 
topwent thmk^ it was too premature to oppose it but now after the 

ef a yeati, fowod that fibe prea^t Ministry was “uBeless”, 
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U Po Mya (Dr. Ba Maw*s Party) also expressed complete lack of confidence in 
the present Ministry. 

U Thi (Whip of Dr. Ba Maw’s Party) criticising the Ministry, remarked that 
U Kyaw Din at the Joint Parliamentary Committee spoke not as representative of 
the conntry but as a supporter of Government. He explained the reasons for their 
Party^s support to the present Ministry last year. U Tha, though he had no 
confidence in the present Ministry, was afraid that ^ the new one might be worse. 
He was followed by U Tun Fe, who opposed the motion. 

U Sein Ba (Peoples’ Party) said that Sir Joseph Maung Gyi had no following. 
The Independent Party existed in paper only. U Eyaw Din's case was infinitely 
worse. The speaker asked if any improvement was effected by TJ Kyaw Din in 
education and sanitation. 

Soon after D Sein Ba had resumed hie seifc, Mr. S, A. S. Tyahji rose to a 
point of order, pointing out that the leaders of the parties in favour of the motion 
Md not spoken. 

Dr, Ba Mate then expressing his willingness to comply with Mr. Tyabji’s 
request explained the position of his party. He remarked that in supporting the 
present Ministry last year, his object was not to disturb its position so long as the 
separation issue remained dominant in the country. Also their constitutional policy 
was not jeopardised. They were now faced with constitutional and -economic crises 
and the present Ministers had no policy except that of capturing office.'’ They 
carried on the official policy. Further, they had no contact with the country and 
no support except from officials and nominated members and minorities. For the 
purpose of a stable Ministry, the three essentials were, real contact with the country, 
ability to assist the Government in solving the country’s problem and a policy of 
reflecting the minds of the people of the country. The present Ministers failed to 
satisfy these requirements. They had no sympathy and policy. Further, Sir Joseph 
Maung Gyi expressed his preparedness to accept any constitution if separation was 
effecteS. U Kyaw Din’s attitude at the Joint Parliameutary Committee was des- 
tructive to Burman's legitimate claims. 

Mr. S, A. S. Tyahji, opposing, apprehended that the] passing of such notions 
would result in possible reactions on large matters remaining to he settled, he 
meant the constitutional reforms. He thought no Ministry was safe in the diarchi- 
cal form of Government and under the present circumstances he would allow the 
present Ministers to continue till a stable form of govern meat was reached. 

U. Kyaw Difi (Education Minister) replying referred to the main issue involved. 
It was his policy, he said, not to interfere with the ;deci3ion of any local body 
unless he thought that particular claim was against the general policy of local 
bodies. The mam charge against him was his attitude at the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee. He was invited to join the delegation as an ordinary represen taiive. 
His attitude there was that it was the aspiration of the people of Burma 
to form a separate political entity. It was not he who changed his attitude, bnt 
Dr. Ba Maw and his party- Concluding, he said that as no specific allegations 
were made against him, it was difficult for him to give a detailed reply. Still he 
would say at this juncture it was not wise that they should be quarrelling on the 
attitude adopted by him at the Joint Parliamentary CJommittee. 

U Ba Pe (leader of the Peoples’ Party) said that the position of his party was 
very clear. From the strict constitutional viewpoint, a man having no following 
must not be in the Ministry and this test he applied last year after U Kyaw Din’s 
appointment as Minister and then his party’s motion of ''no confidence” in the 
Minia^ was defeated, Doctor Ba Maw’s party having supported the Ministers. 
Now u Kyaw Din lost support of Dr. Ba Maw’s party or Dr. Ba Maw’s party lost 
confidence in him. So his party applied again the same step. Hoarding Sir Joseph 
Maung Gyi he referred to the responsibility of Ministers under diarchy. 

Sir Joseph Maung Gyi (Forest Minister) replying said that he had always been 
a Separation ist and still was a Separationist. Regarding the attacks made that he 
was satisfied with the constitution outlined by the Prime Minister, he explained 
that it did not matter what constitution they got but the way they worked it. He 
emphasised that he was as patriotic as any other Barman in the House. 

Regarding the position of Minorities, Sir Joseph pointed out that a minority 
Bhoula not be ignored because it always helped to increase the prosperity of the 
country. He challenged his opponents to show how he had gone out of his way to 
ixusur the "no confidence” of his country. Concluding, he said, as a Buddhist, he 

32 
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belieFed in Karma and if Iiis Karma was good, the Opposition could not succeed 
in their attempts. 

The motion was then pressed to a division and carried by 49 against 47 votes, 
only U. iVt remaining Tnentral, Three members of U Chit Hlaiog^s party and one of 
Dr. Ba Maw’s group voted against the motion. Amongst Indian members, three 
were absent while others voted against, excepting Mr. Ganga Singh. 


No-Co2?FrDENCE ON President 

2 1 it. FEBRUARY U. Kin Maung^s motion for the removal of the President 
was defeated at the Council by 42 votes against 41. U. Ba Thaung withdrew his 
motion for the removal of the Deputy President. 

The President^ Sir Oscar De Glanville, at the outset, pointed out that it was 
perfectly constitutional for him to preside over the day’s business but explaining 
the position created by the ‘no-confidence’ motion against him, he expressed igno- 
rance of any indication of the charges that had been levelled ^ against him on 
account of which he should resign. He would, however, exercise his right of 
replying against the charges, before putting the motion to the vote. After these 
remarks the President retired, calling npon the Deputy President to take the chair. 

U. Kin Maung then moved his motion for the removal of the President. The 
mover said that it was not through personal feelings that he was moving this 
motion but because of several grievances the House had against the President. He 
also complained of the President’s insufficient knowledge of the Burmese language, 
as a result of which, he opined, the work of the Council was hampered, as a 
majority of the members, being Burmans, were not acquainted^ with the English 
language. The continuance of the President in office was prejudicial to the interests 
of the members, the Government and the country. Referring to the matter in 
which the speaxer was examined by the President regarding two resolutions, notice 
of which was given by two members of his Party, U Kin Maung resented the 
action taken by the President in that respect. With a view to ascertaining the 
validity of those resolutions, U Kin Manng said that the President instituted police 
enquiries and when their report was in the negative the President took down a 
statement from him. 

U Ba Chaw and U Po Thein of U Chit Hlaing’s Party and U Po Mya and 
U Iki of Dr. Ba Maw’s group supported the motion. IT Po Thein blamed the 
Pmidenfe for n^ being able to manage business in such a way during the discu- 
ssion of a constitutional issue as to elicit a definite reply on the question of Sepa- 
ration and Federation, while U Thi accused Sir Oscar of giving more time to 
officials and Independent members to speak and treating them in a suave manner, 
which latitude, he contended, was not accorded to the Opposition. 

U Ba Shewe (U Chit Hlaings Party), opposing the motion, warned the House 
against being led away by envious feeling. 

U Sein (Peoples’ Party) also supported the resolution. 

P Th^n (U Chit Hlamg’s Party) inter alia’ charged Sir Oscar with party 
pre^d^^ and attempt to suppress freedom of speech. In support of his argument, 
U Ba Thein read out several important resolutions which were disallowed by the 
President. He also blamed the conduct of Sir Oscar for the employment of an 
outside agency to make enquiries regarding a matter concerning U Kin Maung 
of the Pr^ident, he thought, was an insult to the House. 

u Ba Maw supporting the motion remarked that it was not connected with 
Separation. 

* ^ ^hit Hlaing^ in the course of his speech, said that he was not at peace in 
reeoludon before the House. He would be the last person to see the 
w Oscar. He also remarked that he was not instrumental in the motion 

^mg brought forward. He expressed the opinion that he would never attempt to 
wMC6 any office under the coming reforms. “1 must work and die for the benefit 

p C^l^.Hlaing, continuing, said that as other parties 
for their coo^ration, his party, with its majority, would co-operate with 
motipn for the betterment of the country. 

^ about the receipt of 

resrnctoms m the Council and certain police action taken in that connection. 

matter concerned, he pointed out that on Slst 
last day for reviving resolutions, certain resolutions, including 

^ ^ the signatures of U Kyaw 

d U Paw tJ w®re sent m and he and other members of the staff of the 
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(^tincil Office, believed the signatures to be genuine and so he passed orders ou 
them, but on future examination he doubted the genuineness of the signatures. As 
the members concerned were living in the districts, he asked the Chief Secretary to 
make the necessary enquiry, so that his doubts might be cleared. As a result of 
the enquiry, it was revealed that no members had sigued the resolution nor had 
they authorised anyone to send in such resolutions. He, thereupon, called U Kin 
Maung to his offie>^ and the latter made a statement, which the President read out 
^ the Council. The statement was to the effect that both U Kyan Din and U 
^^^d each sent in a resolution and TJ Kin Maung, thinlcing they would 
agrg', had added further resolutions to theirs. 

Refuting the charge that he encroached upon the rights and privileges of mem- 
Jrir Oscar pointed^ out that it was his duty to maintain a high standard for 
nimself and keep order in the House. His conscience did not reproach him in any 
way t^eause he felt he had done what was perfectly right. Regarding his alleged 
to the Independent Party and rulings on matters of Separation and 
* ^d^ation, Sir Oscar said that no reply was^required from him, remarking that 
the Opposition must know in their hearts whether he had treated them fairly or 
uufmriy. Regarding his insufficient knowledge of Burmese, he pointed out that 

Council language was English. 

The Chief Secretary, Mr, Booth Gravely, pointed out to the House that the 
president used the right channel for enquiry and when he sent a telegram to the 
iJepnty Commissioners of the districts where the members concerned were living, it 
was not contemplated^ that the police should be entrusted with the enquiry and he 
regretted that happening. He assured the Council that in future no such thing 
would occur. He_ also referred to the excellent manner in which the President 
SuncHs Cosiness of the House not only in this Council but also in previous 

U. Ba Than (Peoples' Party) stood up and criticised the President's policy not 
only regarding his action concerning the resolutions, but resented the rulings 
from time to time by the President. 

■Pn Cherry, opposing ^ the motion, characterised the charges against the 

irresiaent as frivolous and said that no reasons were adduced to support them. The 
speecn^ indicated merely the leaders’ attitude. In connection with yesterday's 
no-^nndence motion certain reasons were adduced but to-day there were none, 

O. t'. Km Maujig, replying to the debate, pointed out that the notices did not 
Dear any trace of signature. The names were only transcribed in English. There 
were no fo^erip. He made no attempt to disguise his handwriting. He was fully 
flutnoris^ by the members concerned to act on their behalf. His motion had nothing 
to do with the Separation and the Federation issue. 

Tim Fincmce Member then said that motions for the removal of the President 
snonia not be moved in a party spirit. The charges should ‘be definite to be placed 
Detore the C^v^nor. In this connection he referred to Mr. Cherry’s remarks 
egaraing C. P. Kin Maung a action. He said 0. P. Kin Maung had act^ in 
honesty of purpose, but had taken an exaggerated view of his Party duties. 

,v -fi^ferrii^ to police enquiries, the Finance Member expressed regret on behalf of 
the Jjocai Government, Concluding, he warned the House that if the motion was 
passed it would be most injurious to the prestige of the Council, 

TT pressed to a division and defeated by 42 against 

41 votes. Three of U Chit Hlaing’s party remained neutral. The latter allowed free 
oting on the motion. TJ Ba Taung then withdrew his motion for the removal of 
the Deputy President, The Council then adjourned- 

BtTRMA Excise Amend. Bill 

24Ui. FEBRUARY :-*At; t(>day’s siting of the Council, the Forest Minister’s 
Burma Kxcise {Amendment) Bill 1934, permitting the employment of women in 
maces where foreign liquor is ^ sold or served under certain conditions subject to 
me approval of the Excise Gominissioner, having been considered, was passed. The 
Council then adjourned till the 28th. February 

Voting oh Budget Demands 

28th. FMRUARY Voting on Budget demands commenced to-day. The cut 
raotio^ made by U. San Lu in_ connection with the item under demand by 
^ resulted in a Government defeat by 25 against 48 votes, the 

purpose of the motion being to reduce land revenue demand by 50 per cent.. 
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Irt MARCH The Council passed to-day the Finance Memher^e demand for 
Rs. 209,21 minus Rs. 230 as the result of five cuts, the purposes of which 
were 50 per cent, reduction in land revenue, redaction of capitation and That- 
hamada taxes and exemption of persons over 55 from payment of the capitation 
tax. The Government sufiered defeat in every cut, 

Shippizsg Labour's Grievances 

Zrd. MARCH — A few hours before the Council resumed sitting to-day, a 
crowd of Burmese shipping labourers assembledjat Sparks Street to take out a 
procession for the purpose of making a demonstration in favour of U Saw^s cat 
motion in th Home Member’s demand. The motion asked to raise the 50/50 basis 
to a cent per cent basis in Burmese shipping labour. Permission for the procession 
was refused, and to prevent any disturbance the police was stationed outside the 
Council Chamber and at the entrance to the Secretariat ofifices. Red leaflets in 
Burmese demanding lOO per cent Burmese dock labourers were also distribute 
to M. L. Cs. 

There were only a few minutes left for the Council to be adjourned for the day 
when U SaiFs motion was reached. The mover proposed, as a protest, throwing 
away the total demand for Rs, 43,630 instead of reducing it by Rs. lOO, but the 
motion was lost. 


Burma Rebellion Recalled 

The last Burma Rebellion was recalled to-day by another 'cut motion of Rs. 100, 
moved earlier by the same member urging the appointment of a non-ofiTicial 
committee under the chairmauship of a High Court Judge to enquire into real 
causes of the last rebelhou and the alleged excesses committed by the police and 
military ^ irregnlar force. The motion was carried by 38 votes to 20. IJ Saw, 
maintaining that the^ rebellion^ originated from economic distress, criticised the 
Government report just published as one-sided and said it gave the impression 
that the pause of the rebellion was political* 

The Chief Secretary, explaining the report, pointed out that it was based on 
judicial findings and further enquiry therefore was unnecessary and fruitless. He 
added a similar motion was put before the Council last year. 

In the coarse of the mover’s speech and Chief Secretary’s reply references were 
made by both to the mover’s proscribed pamphlet on the rebellion. The Chief 
Secretary criticised the pamphlet, which did not give an idea of the peace and 
order to which the mover referred while moving the motion. 

The Home Member endorsed the view of the Chief Secretary that the enquiry 
was ncOTless as the same after three or four years now would give them the 

impre^ioQ of people only, instead of reliable evidence. The motion was pressed 
to a division and was carried. 

The Borne Member's demand for Rs. 2,85,68.780 minus Re. 221 as the result 
of several cuts was passed, [The House then adjourned till the 5th, 


Refund of Rice Export Duty 

5th. MARCH In the Council to-day an adjournment motion by Mr. 0. G. 
Wodehouse, Chairman ^ of the Burma Chamber of Commerce, was discussed 
to express keen disappointment at the non-success of the Burma Government to 
obtain tbe retod from the Government of India of at least half the amount 
wntnbutcd by Burma by the export duty of rice in view of the fact that the 
^vernment of India had announced their intention of refunding half of the export 
clQty on jute to the producing provinces. All non-official 'sections of the House 
fficludmg Indians, Euroj^ns, Indian and Burmese Chambers of Commerce 
Wipportejl the motion which was unanimously carried. Mr. Wodehouse stressed that 

equally faced with an annual deficit. He pointed out that 

10, while Bengal’s was AA 6. Moreover, 
f manufacturers like Bengal. He also 

not wide awake and clever as the Bengal 
conneeti^. He also referred to the non-inclusion of Burma in 
wker^s and no particular reference to rice export Iduty therein, 

made m the White Paper for the Be^al Jute Tax. He 

“P “ ai least half 
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The main points urged by many speakers including party leaders were that the 
Jute Export Duty \vas entirely borne by consnmers while the burden of rice 
export duty was shared by agriculturists at present though there was a time when 
Burma was practically the only rice exporting country. References were also 
made to the iniquity of the Meston Award. Some speakers pointed out that Burma’s 
case rested on justice and equity and not only analogy. 

The Finance Member, Mr, Couper, Leader of the House, said that in the 
prcTiouB debate on the proposals to secure the proceeds of the export tax on rice 
for provincial revenue the Government had taken no^ active part and therefore 
to-day he proposed to follow a similar course but he opined that the Government 
would support the motion with such force as it commanded. As to the merits 
of the case the Government, after all, was a subordinate Government and had to 
observe constitutional etiquette. 

The Finance Member then detailed how the Government on many occasions 
either mooted on its own initiative proposals in connection with the tax or had 
given cordial co-operation to every proposal which dealt with the subject. He also 
stated that the Government's efforts to improve the financial position by getting 
a refund of taxes had not been suecessful though the Government was not 
negligent in such matters. 

6th. MARCH : — The Council passed to-day the whole Budget with a few token 
cuts under demand of the Forest Minister, There being very little time, barring 
one cut, which was withdrawn, no others came up before the House under the 
Education Ministers demand, which was put to vote and passed. 

ExasE Duty ox Matches 

7th. MARCH : — ThelOouncil unanimously passed to-day the adjournment motion 
moved by Mr, Q-anga Singh to discuss the policy of the local Government^ in 
regard to the Government of India’s Budget proposals so far as they relate to 
Burma and the treatment meted out to Burma especially iu the proposed imposi- 
tion of excise duty on matches and sugar and urge the Government of Burma 
not to relax its efforts to protect Burma’s interests. 

Mr. Ganga Singh said that the Government of Burma, with the consent of* 'the 
Government of India in 1932, in order to balance its Jbndget imposed a consumption 
duty at a rate of 12 annas per gross on matches manufactured in or imported into 
Burma, bringing an income of about 18 lakhs of rupees. Now the Indian Exche- 
quer propos^ to repeal the consumptiou duty and levy an excise duty on matches 
in India and Burma, This would mean roughly a collection of 54 lakhs from 
Burma but out of this total Burma would receive 18 lakhs which she is at pr®ent 
getting. Ha also observed that this taxation would adversely affect the masses and 
growing indigenous industries. Regarding the proposed excise duty on sugar, it 
would further allow foreign import to get more through customs and bring ruin to 
Burma's sugar industry and cultivators. 

Several members, who supported the motion, remarked that additional taxation 
was proposed to help Bengal and punish Burma along with others. The Finance 
Member said that the local Government protested against the proposal for rep^Iing 
consumption duty on matches when the Government of India communicated it to 
them. They also protested against inadequate assignment to Burma from the 
Central revenues. He assured the House that the record of the debate would be 
sent to the Government of India as early as possible- 

Rangoox Municipal Amend. Bill 

Slb. MARCH : — The Council unanimously passed to-day the City of Rangoon 
Mnnicipal (Amendment) Bill 1934 as amended by the Select Committee, designating 
the President of the Rangoon Municipal Corporation as Mayor. 

Under the orders of His Excellency the Governor, after to-day’s business was 
over, the Council was prorogued. 



SEPARATION OF BURMA 

R. T. C DELEGATES’ PROPOSALS TO JOINT COMMITTEE 


A joint memorandum on the scheme of constitutional reform in Burma, if 
separated from India, with appendices on the Local Government’s memoranda 
regarding trade discrimination and franchise and on the sab-committee[s report on 
Education in Burma, was submitted to the Joint Select Committee on 22nd. 
Decemhier 1934 by U Ba Pe, U Skaicay Tha^ ^Dr. Jfa BaiCj U Them Maung and 
U Kyaw Din, Burma delegates. U Kyaw also submitted a separate Memorandum 
on points he differed from the Joint Memorandum. 

The Joint Memorandum discussed in detail the problem of the constitution as 
sketched in the Burma White Paper proposals and pointed out that the aspiration 
of the people of Burma was to attain “Dominion Status” within the British Common- 
wealth of free Xations. 

Welcoming the suggestion that His Majesty might be pleased to adopt the title 
of the Xing Emperor of Burma after the separation of Burma from India, the 
signatories proposed that the head of the Executive in Burma should be designated 
Governor-General and should always be a man who had had appreciable Parliamen- 
tary experience in the working of full responsible Government. But he should 
never be a military man, a member of the Civil Service nor a man who was not 
acceptable to the Ministry of Burma with which he would have to work. 

With regard to Defence they recommend that there should be a military Council 
for Burma on the lines of the Imperial Defence Committee and the Governor- 
General and the Military Council should be charged with the duty of raising a 
Burmese Army and training the Burmese people to defend themselves by opening 
schools on the model of British Army Schools, 

The Legislature of Burma should be kept acquainted with military matters and 
it should have the right to discuss them. 

As regards external affairs, they suggested that these should be confined to the 
subjMt of political relations with other countries. Commercial, economic and other 
relations should be within the purview of the legislature of Burma and ministers 
responsible thereto. 

With regard to Eeserve Subjects generally they contended that it should be 
made quite clear at least in the instrument of Instructions to the Governor that 
Burmans should be associated with the administrations of all the reserved subjects 
BO that they might get the necessary training to take over the full responsibility of 
administering them in future. 

So far as the appointment of financial adviser was concerned they approved of 
the appointment subject to certain conditions, the important of them being 

(I) He should be au_ independent export who was not connected with any politi- 
™ interest in India, Burma and the United Kingdom. 

fTTr tf have any executive power. 

should be under statutory obligations to give such financial advice to 
the legislature of Burma as it might require. 

[I \ ) His salary and conditions of service should be fixed by the Governor- 
General after consultation with ministers. 


Special responsibilities of the Governor-General the signatories 
® ^,^^^^<>r-GeDeral’s decision as to whether any of special responsibi- 

circumstances should he reported immediately to 

cancellation by him. It should also 
rf ^ ^ Judicial Committee of the Privy Council at the instance 

j legislature they were of opinion that a second 
ther^lore the legislature should be unicameral. 

in Burma and cntici^ the proposed discrimination 

there Bhoula be a recipromfey clause as against the rest of 

p as such a danse was there e?^ in the c^ise of the 
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United Ringdom. Equality or mutuality was equity and it was absolutely unfair to 
compel Burma to recognise the rights of citizens of other countries in the British 
Commonwealth which did not similarly recognise the right of her people. Besides, 
there was no reason why they shouid not be satis&d even with the same terms 
and conditions as the United Kingdom. This protest was made on principle. In 
actual practice there might not be any Barman to take advantage of reciprocity ia 
the matter for some considerable time. Tae signatories also urged that it should be 
within the competence of the Burma Legislature to remove such commercial and 
administrative discrimination as might have been in existence before the Constitution 
Act came into force. 

Farther, they noted with some satisfaction that no protection of the right of 
entry into Burma was contemplated ia favour of BrUish subjects domiciled in India, 
but strongly opposed the proposal that the introduction of any legislation regulating 
immigration should be subject to the Governor or Governor-Geuerai'a prior consent: 
and might also be reserved for sigQ'fieatioa of ,His Majesty’s pleasure. Tiiey also 
stressed that it should be made quite clear in the Act that the Goverament of 
Burma should have complete control of its own land. 

COirMU>AL REPEESESTArrON 

Referring to communal representation, they advocated that there should be no 
communal representation, for : 

1. The system of communal electorate was a very serious hindrance to the 
development of the self-governing principle ; 

2. The communal problem, in the Indian sense, did not exist in Burma, 

3. If the criterion of the existence of a minority ^adopted by the League of 
Nations be applied, namely, that a minority must constitute at least 20 per cent 
of the total population, there were no minorities in Burma. 

4. The minority communities had gained lepresentatioa through general consti- 
tuencies in the past and they were influential enough to do so in the future. 

5. In some constituencies, the minorities were compact enough to be able to 
secure the seats to themselves, e. g, the Indians in Ringooo, the Chinese in West 
Rangoon and the Karens in Thaton and Amherst districts. 

6. Two of the communities were to be represented through special seats for 
commercial interests, such seats being provided for the European and Indian Cham- 
bers of Commerce. 

7. Protection of the legitimate interests of the minorities was a special respon- 
sibiiity of the Governor-General, and, 

8. There were provisions against trade and administrative discrimination. 

Dealing with the question of European representation, they were of opinion 
that if the European community was given communal seats on population basis 
like other communities, and no special weightage ^was allowed for their commerce 
inasmuch as it was to get special representation, the community would be entitled 
to about .QS of the seats. To at being so, there was no justification to provide com- 
munal seats for the European community. 

Referring to Anglo-Indians (including Barmans and Europeans), the siguatoriea 
viewed that there was no justificatioii for the provision of communal seats for the 
Anglo-Indians. They were out for a merger with the Burmese people and were 
opposed to communal representation and separate electorates, A large number of 
them consisted mainly of Anglo-Indians serving in the Railways, Press and Tele- 
graphs Departments and as such had no abiding interest in the country and they 
would return to India on completion of their term of service in Burma. They had 
also no special commercial interest to be protected. As regards members of various 
services, their prospects and positiou would be fully secured by proposals under 
‘‘Public Services”. They would also enjoy equal rights and liberties on the same 
footing as the Burmese people. 

Ikdiak’s Claims 

With regard to Indian representation they expressed opinion timt it would be 
unfair to the people of Burma to provide communal seats to a section of Indians 
in the name of the whole Indian community because— 

1. The Indians were in a strong position in Rangoon, Mandalay and other 
places and they would always find seats in the Legislature through the general 
constituencies. 
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2. They are temporary residents with .no abiding national interests in the 
country. 

3. If the Labour votes and the votes of the members of Indo-Burma races 
were deducted from the total Indian population in the areas that would be made 
into constituencies, the actual number of Indians who were demanding communal 
representation on separate electorates would be very small 

members of Indo*Buma races were opposed to communal representation 
as ^ey always got seats m the Council through general electorates. 

T^y also advwated that all^ general constituencies should be single member 
mustituencies so that areas might be smaller and members might be able to keep 
themselves in touch with their respective constituencies. 

ANTI-SEPARATIONIST DELEGATES’ MEMORANDUM 

E^r^aing the opinion that Burma was part and parcel of Indian Empire and 
Aat Federation WM the logical course, U Ck%t Hlaing, Anti-Separationist Burmese 
del^ate, submitted me following memorandum to the Joint Select Committee on the 

22nd. December 1934. 

^ The ^W^ty of opposed to the dtarchical constitutions 

inaugurated by the Montague-Chelmsford Reforms and for ten years (until the last 
general election) took no part either in the elections or in the legislatures. They 
were opposed also to the Statutory Commission presided over by Sir John Simon 
and gave no evidence before it. 

The only people who took part in the elections, sat in the legislatures at 
Rangoon and Lejhi or Simla, and_ gave evidence before the Statutory Commission, 
were the si^alled cewperators and it was &om the ranks of this minority only that 
repn^n tat ires were invited to serve on the first Indian Round Table Conference. 

We, who wish to continue as part of the Indian Federation, never accepted 

speaking for the majority of the electors of Burma whom I, Dr. 
Ba Maw and others represent, nor do we accept them now as speaking for any 
ex(^t a minority of the people and electors of Burma. ^ ^ 

On their statemen^, backed up by the Government of Burma and the India 
OfBce, Burma would wish to be separated from India. A 

Table Conference we, the Burma majority who desire to 
federation, were represented for the first time. 

w time of that Conference, as most of 

this Joint Select Committee, was 
^ constitution Burma should have if she were separa- 

Burma Round Table Conference, that the 
federation with India should be decided by 
votcB OD thls distiuct issue ^at a general election to 
Coafoence Burma following the counclusion of the Burma Round 


Pbemiee's Declaeation 

^"Onference, the Prime Minister made the matter 
points in the Prime iMinister’s declarstion ^rere contained in these 


IsTow Hit “‘l*^®;?, "h® 

wc® mkht best he tabMi ® Government consider that the deci- 

“ ^®^ at .rhich the broad issue had been 

r**® °“® should to inde- 

fau^ahoold • TOorisce of In^ *** aboTe or, on the other 

iw - 1. «. a. 
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tion it should be remembered that if an Indian Ftderation is established it cannot 
be on the basis that members can leave it as and when they choose’’. 

The Prime 5Iinister's statement was translated into Burmese, prinb 


. , ^ as a bco’jik't 

(a copy of which was exhibited to the Joint .'Select Comm’ltee' aim circulated by the 
Government of Burma, by the thousand®*, in every villaire in Burma. It is inipos* 
sible, therefore, to argue that the ele.'tor®* of Burma were not fully € 0 .:niPint of the 
issue to be voted on at the general election, of tneir rGSTJ^msibili^y in their 

votes, and of_ the express statement made by the Pnm^ ^linister that BurmTs 
decision on this question of federation or separation was daa! and conclusive, 

India SECP.irTAP.Y’s State\ient 

The issue put before the electors o! Burma was fnrih^r emphasised a^J made 
clear by a statement made by the Seereury of State for Ini.a, in the Hoiiss nf 
Commons on 20ih March 10:T5, after the general eleciion haJ taken place. la this 
statement the Secretary of State for India used those words : — 

*^10 the event of Burma electing for separation from India His ilajrsty's Govern- 
ment hops that it will be possible for the J unt Select C"'mra'ttee to cxam'r.e their 
proposals for a constitution for a separated Burma, and to do =o in consultation 
with representatives of Burma in the same way as it is proposed lhat represmtatiTcs 
of India should be taken into consideration on the Indian prouo®*ak. 

The second of the two alternatives open to Burma is to remain a nrcviuc^ of 
British India and be concluded as Governors Province in the Indian Federation. 
It has been explained more than once in this House and also in the Legislative 
CounciMn Burma that no ditlerentiatioa in favour of any one province in respect 
of conditions of inclusion in the Federation is po.’-siblc. The constitutional propo- 
sals for each and every Governor's province are now shown in detail in the White 
Paper that has just been laid. 

“If Burma chooses to remain a province of India in the Indian Federation, the 
proposals contained in this White Paper for the structure of the Provincial consd- 
tutions, for the relations between provinces and the Federal authority, and for the 
allocation of revenue between Provincial and Federal Exchequers, will *be applicable 
to her as to all other provinces and the inclusion of Burma will necessitate no 
modification of these proposals. 

“Her inclusion would, however, involve some revision of the Federal proposals, 
in respect, particularly, of the composition of the Federal Legislature. His Mijesty's 
Government contemplate that, if Burma elects for ineiuslon in the Fe-er.itjon 
while the present proposals are under consideration by ’the Joint Select Committee, 
the adjustments involved by her inclusion might be made at the Ccramittee stage: 
but it is evident that the longer Burma delays a choice between the only two 
alternatives, that are open, the greater will be the delay to the prospects of her 
own constitutional development/' 

If after that election, fought on the issue fixed by His Majesty's Government 
Burma is now separated from India against the clear expression of thsir wishes 
given by a large majority of the people of Burma at the general election, it will 
shake tne faith of the Burman people in the sanctity of British pledges, I dread 
and am unable to anticipate what the possible reactions in Burma may be. This is 
a matter that aJeets the people of Burma vitally in their economic and financial 
future. They look to His Majesty’s Government to fulfil the pledge given to them 
by your Prime 5Iinister. They feel no doubt that such pledges are as sacred to 
you as they are in us. I pray you not to force our people into the belief that a 
promise given to them by nis Majesty’s Government is not to be relied upon to be 
carried out to the full, we have trusted you and prey that the trust of a i>eopie 
8,000 miles away from your shores may not be misplaced. 

There is no party or section in Burma or in the Legislative Coundl—not even 
the Separafeionists represented by the People’s Party led by U Ba Pe—which has 
not refused to accept the separated constitution for Burma outlined by the Prime 
Minister at the conclusion of the Burma Round Table Conference. Indeed, all 
parties have voted against such a constitution as being quite unacceptable to Burma. 

General Election 

The General Election, for the election of 80 members to the Burma Legislative 
CJouncil, on the issue fixed by the British Cabinet, was held in Burma in November 
1932, The final results were as follows:— 
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safeguarding the interests of Burma produce and industries against foreign competi- 
tion ; to more the Government to reduce all taxes as soon as practicable ; to urge 
the Government to appoint immediately an economic council to undertake an 
economic survey of Burma and consider all economic questions including taxation 
production, trade and marketing ; (6) to urge all affiliated associations to encourage 
volunteer and fire fighting associations for the protection of towns and villages and 
create a central organisation for control of ail such associations , in view of the 
impending reforms to urge the Government to grant general amnesty to all political 
offenders and remove the existing ban on unlawful associations this being absolutely 
necessary to create a proper atmosphere for workers of reforms ; and to urge the 

Government lo withdraw all restrictive orders passed under Section 144 for the same 
reasons. 

At the close of the proceedings Dr. Ba Maw, Education Minister, addressed the 
Conference for about an hour, regarding his work on the Burma Delegation. 

Eeduction of Salt Doty 

The Conference, under the control of Myeso Sayakw, concluded its session on 
the May. The resolutions passed (1) urged the reduction of duty on salt to 
the previous level, _ (2) protested against the levying of separate thalhameda taxes on 
families living jointly and on aged people, (3) objected to the taxation of crops 
instead of land and (4) urged the opening up of newly reserved forests, 

L. SeiD (Bandoola) was re-elected President for the ensuing year. 


Burma Indian Association's Views 

Shaking at the third annual meeting of the Burma Indian Association, held at 
Rangoon on the 12th, M«y 1934, Mr.S.A.S. lyalji, M. L,C., President of the Asso- 
ciauon, said that he had no idea of separation or federation but the whole ques- 
tion lay entirely with the Joint Select Committee, adding that trade relations would 
be one of the factors. He also invited suggestions and criticisms from the members 
of me Association on his Memorandum on labour and the Joint Memorandum 

submitted by hirn and Mr. N. M. (^wasjee to the Joint Select Committee on the 
question of diserumnation. 
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